MAn Account of the performing of the
Czfarean Operation, with Remarks, &y
Myr. Henry Thomfon, Surgeon to the
London Hofpital, communicated by Dr.
Hunter. :

ON Saturday the 21ft of O&ober laft, Dr.
Fobn Furd applied to me requefting

that I would perform the cefarean opera-
tion upon a woman in Rofe and Crown
Court Shoe-Lane, whom he affured me it
was impradicable to deliver of her child
any other way. Having never heard that
the operation had been performed upon the
living woman in England, I embraced the
little opportunity I had before the appoint-
ed hour for performing it, of perufing
what pad been written - upon this fubjeét ;
I confulted the firft and fecond volumes of
the Memoirs of the Academy of furgery
at Paris, and Heiffer’s furgery. - 1 gained
very little fatisfaGtion in regard to the man-
ner of Performing the operation, but
thought myfelf fully juftified in the inten-
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tion, from the number of cafes which have
been related; and faid to have been attended
with fuccefs.
- Having before me fuch authorities, and
bemg convinced there was no alternative
in this uhbappy woman’s cafe, I agreed to
perform the operation ; efpecially as fhe
declared, that on the preceding night and
on that morning, the had frequently felt
the child move; a circumftance fully jufti-
fying an aftempt to its relief and preferva-
tion *,

The poor woman, ¢onvinced of the only
¢hance Ieft for her fafety, and willing to
preferve her child, cheerfully confented to
undergo the requifite operation, Whlch was
performed in the prefence of Drs.! Hennekeny
Wathen, Orme, Mackenzie, Ford,. Cooper,

Meflrs. Huntery Matlaurin, in the follc;gmg
tanner :

- A table being prepared, the was placed
upon it lying on her back, her head: being
fupported. by pillows, and her legs hanging:
_ * Heifer, page 28. part z, mentions the xmpropncty of

the operation’s taking place, without a certzinty of the
J@tus being alive.
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down. The belly ‘appeared -prominent
chiefly on the right fide, the protube-
rance of the wuferus extending but about
two or three fingers breadth on the left of
the linca alba. .

There was no difficulty therefore to de-
termine where the mcxﬁon was to take
place. :

Accordingly, about a hand’s breath from
the navel on the right fide, I began the
incifion in a’ longitudinal dire&tion, and
continued it about fix inches in length, the
middle of which was nearly oppolfite to the
navel ; the fkinand adipofe membrane being
cut through on the outer edge of the rec7as
mufcle. I carefully made an -incifion
through the tendinous expanfion of she
abdominal mufcles and peritoneum, fufh-
cient to introduce the forefinger of my left
hand, when, with a curved knife conduéted
with my ﬁnger, an opcnmg was made, and
the nterus expofed.

The uterus appearing very fohd to the
touch, it was apprehended by fome gentle-

- men, that the placenta might perhaps ad-

here to that part of it which lay bare, and
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which might conﬁdérably ‘obftruct the
removal of the child, or endanger an he-
morrbage: With precaution, therefore, an
aperture was made in the center {#fcient
to admit my finger, with which conduting
the curved knife, I dilated the uterus up-
wards and downwards to the full extent of
the outward wound.

‘The placenta, which aGually adhered to
this part of the wuterus, eafily gave way,
and receded as my finger advanced in mak-
ing the opening.

The placenta and membranes immedi-
ately began to protrude, Dr. Ford at this
jun&ture flipping his hand ‘in whilft the
fides of the wuterus were kept afunder,
brought forth the child by its feet, and
immediately afterwards the placenta and
membranes were extracted with the greateft
~eafe. Dr. Ford took upon himfelf the
management of the child and feparation of
the umbilical chord, and in a few minutes
the child cried firongly.

The uterus being difburthened of its con=
tents, and contraing amazingly faft, the
omentum and bowels began to protrude, Mr,
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Yobn Hunter was fo obliging as to affift
me -in retaining ' them within the belly,
whilft I cleanfed away the grumous blood
(‘which‘- was {mall in quantity) and made
the gaffroraphy or future of the belly.

I made four {utures mearly equal to each
other, and about an inch and a half from
the edge of the lips of the wound.

The ligatures' being double, pieces of
inen fpread with common plaifter, and
rolled up in the form of bolfters or com-
preflesy were applied between them, after
the manner of the quilled future, and the
wound was thereby brought into and re-
tained i clofe contadt; and lint and a com-
mon pledgit being applied, finithed the
operation.

" The courage of the woman previous to
the operation appeared great ; but her pa-
. tience and fortitude under it excited admi-
ration; and the only times the was heard
toexprefs anguith were during the puncture
of the needle in making the futures of the
belly. ‘

~ From the operation being performed to
_'her deceafe,. which happened about five
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hours after, I did not fee her; but upon
inquiry found, fhe had only complained of
a little fmarting at the wound, had flept
- wery quietly for two hours, and after~

“wards her ftrength gradually failing, the
died feemingly in great compofure.

As it was nmatural to with for an oppor-
tunity of infpeGing the body, to fee
whether any thing extraordinary had occa-
{ioned her death {o {oon after the operation;
her hufband and friends were folicited for

-this purpofe, and gave their confent.

- Accordingly, on the following evening
the body was opened in the prefence of Dr,
Hunter, Dr. Fames Ford, and Dr. Dickfon,
befides the phyficians and {urgeons who
were prefent at the operation.

The contents of the abdomen were expofed
by a longitudinal incifion in the courfe of
the lmnea alba, interfeted by another acrofs
the upper part of the belly. A quantity
of grumous blood appeared lying on the
furface of the uterus and omentum, which
being removed, was computed to be about
twenty ounces. 'The uferus was contraCted
fo the fize of a common melon, and laid
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in a natural pofition. In this contra&ted
ftate of the wuterus, the wound which had
been made into it appeared to be nearly the
whole length of its body, and within its
cavity was contained a fmall quantity of
grumous blood.

There feemed to be no livid appearance
or alteration of other parts to enable us to
form any judgement what might have been
the immediate caufe of her death. The
quantity of extravafated blood (allowing
for ferum and coagulum) did not' exceed
thirty ounces ; and this being gradually
poured out, either from the veflels of the
internal {furface of the uterus, or from the
inflited wound, might with fome propri-
ety be alledged as an affiftant caufe; yet it
is very well known, that in natural labours
the difcharges will exceed this quantity by
much.

" The lumbar vertcbre, together with the
firft bone of the fucrum, projeéted confider-
ably inwards : the Jumbar vertebre making -
a curve to the left, caufed the uterus in the
pregnant ftate to lie almoft wholly on thg
right fide; and after removing the uterus,
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it was remarkable to find only the {pace of
{feven eighths of an inch between the {ym-
phyfis of the offa pubis and projeion of
the facrum *.

REMARKS

The public is much indebted to Monfieur
' Simon, for his inquiries relative to this ope-
ration. Inthe firft volume of the Memoirs
of the Academy of Surgery at Paris, it
appears, that he has been at the pains of
' colle®ing from every author, hiftories of
cafes to prove the poffibility and fuccefs of
the cefarean operation. -

If we fhould confider all thefe cafes in
the light of fa&s, it muft excite wonder that
the moderns have {o little availed themfelves
or profited by the labours of the ancients.
Succefs feems to have attended almoft every
operation of this kind, that has been re-
corded; but if we are to believe what

Scipio Mercurius {ays, that in his time the
practice of this operation was as common

* In order to convey a proper idea of the ftate of thefe
parts, reference muft be had to the annexed plates.
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in France as blood-letting for head-achs
was in Italy ; a doubt may arife whether
the account has been fairly ftated® " It
is fcarcely poffible that fuccefs could have
attended all. A variation in conftitution,
tedious and lingering labour pains, irre-
gularities, perhaps, after the operation,
exceflive hemorrbages, catching cold, bad
nurfing, &¢. would (I fhould imagine) render
a common operation liable to many failures
and an author would be much-more efteem-
ed and relied upon, if, with candour and
dlﬁntercﬁednefs, he would rela.te the in-
ftances wherein he has failed, that the
world might judge how far the chance or
hazard of the operation rendered it advifable
or not.

* Heifter, page 35. fe&t. v. endeavours to account for
thxs extraordinary expreflion of Mercurius, by alledging,
that there wis a difference between kyflerotomy and mby-
uliay that embryulcia fignified the extra&xon of the
fa,vm: by the natural paffages, without any incifion etthcr
‘in the uterus or a&dmen, though it has been called byfier-

otomy or ‘extraion of the fwtus by the cafarean {etion;
that by an abufe of the terms, Mercurius might in fome
meafure have faid truc, that the extraltion of the fatas
_Was, in his time, as common in France as bleedmg for the
rbjd-aCh was in [taly : alludmg to the praftice of cxtra&mg
Jetus by infiraments in all difficult labours.



28

The accounts given of the performance
of this operation are vague and indefinite,
Sometimes it was performed on the right,
at others on the left fide of the belly; but
I can find no reafon for the preference that
was given, except in two inftances, in one
where the left fide was chofen to avoid
wounding the liver, and in the other, the
right on account of a {cirrhous tumor on
the left.

Here I cannot help wondering, not-
withftanding the generality of the cafes
appear to have been fuch, as to indicate no
material neceflity for performing the opera-
tion on the right or left fide, why fuch pre-
ference fhould have been given.

There is no-intimation of diftortion of
{fpine, and. very few cafes feemed to be
difficult from the deformity of the pelwvis;
therefore, it is to be conje@ured, that they

had recourfe to the operation chiefly in cafes
where the labour was tedious or preterna-

;ural
- Taking it therefore in this fenfe, one
wauld wonder why fuch a preference of
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incifion thould take place, when the greateft
protuberance of the belly would be in the
middle, or in the courfe of the lneaalba.

The frequency of protrufion of the
bowels immediately upon opening the per:-
toneum, 1s a poflible criterion of their error
in, performing the operation, and in fome:
mcafure fhews, that either they muft have
made the incifion higher than neceflary, or
too much laterally.

It is a great happinefs, that.in thefe times
there fhould be fo little neceflity for this
operation ; but furely the only means to
have obviated this difficulty, (the protrufion
of inteflines ) would have been by perform-
ing the operation in the courfe of the /inea
alba ; efpecially as in moft of the cafes it
does not appear they were reftrited in the
choice of place where to perform the ope-
ration.

The protrufion of omentum and bowels,
however, Iimagine, will be likely to hap-
pen in the operation, even when performed
in the moft eligible place ; for if the ope-
ration fhould be protratted after the deli-
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very of the fetus, by the extra&tion of the
placenta and membrances, the contrattion
of the uterus, and unavoidable efforts of
the woman will allow the bowels to pro-
trude, or force them outwards.

" “'The hemorrhage {o frequently fpoken of
by Heifter, is a circumftance not to be fo
much dreaded as he intimates ; and indeed -
we cannot allow him to be a competent
judge ‘of this matter, fince he confefles
" that he never performed the operation upon
a living woman. The wound inflitted
upon the uterus will be attended nearly
with the fame hemorrbage, let the place of
incifion be where it will ; but the incifion
of the abdomen will vary in this refpe&t ; for
if the recfus mufcle fhould be cut through,
a confiderable effufion of blood may
enfue from wounding the epigaftric artery.
The courfe of the linea alba, or of the
linea femilunaris, as nigh to the outer edge of
the re/?us mufcle as poffible, appears to me
to be the moft eligible places for perform-
ing the operation, as well to avoid an
hamorrbage as the protrufion of intefline.
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It has been advifed, in performing the
gaftroraphy, or future of the belly, in thefe
cafes, to leave a fpace at the lower part of
the wound, as a depending orifice for the
difcharge of blood or matter. I had this
intention in view previous to the perform-
ing of the operation; but was fufficiently
appnfed of its inutility during the performf '
ance of it.

The greateft part of the uteruslying on the
right fide of the abdomen, the operation was
obliged to be performed on the outfide of the
rectus muicle ; and the incifion of the uterus
during the operation, correfponded exaltly
with the external wound. Obferving the
amazing contra&ion of the wfzrus upon the
removal of the child and /fecundines, it
ftruck my imagination that the two wounds
could notlong remain oppofite to eachother ;
and therefore, that a dcpendmg orifice in.
the external wound could be but of little
avail. I was not deceived in my fuggeftion ;
for upon opening the dead body, I found
the wound of the uterus lying nearly in the

direction of the linea alba, and of courfe
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c¢onfiderably removed from any conneion
<with the external wound; nor indeed could
2 depending orifice be of any kind of fer-
‘vice whilft the patient refted on her back,
as the blood or matter could not be evacu~
ated in fuch a pofture; and obliging her tolie
~on her face or belly, would perhaps have been
attended with the greateft inconveniencies.

We cannot believe, at leaft I acknow-
Iedge myfelf to be one of the number
who muft doubt the authenticity of hif-
tories recording the fuccefs of this ope-
ration, when it is corifidered that no cafe
appears to have been aceompanied with
fuppuration of the wounded uteras.—Surely
among fuch a multiplicity, this circumftance
might have been expe&ted, as it 18 very
little probable that every wound infliGed
upon fo {pongy and, vafcular a fubftance
fhould have united by what .furgeons call
the firft intention. Yet we are aflured by
Mon{. De la Peyronie that Monf, L’ Amiral
a furgeon at Marigny performed this ope-
‘ration, and that the woman was cured by
the moft fimple dreflings in fifteen days *

Y Manoires de Cbirurggrie, tom, i, p. €41
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A prefumptive proof of its healmg by the
Firft Intention.

Rouffet appears to have been a very great
advocate for the cefarean operation, and
relates a number of inftances-of its {fuccefs ;
while Marchant on the other hand feems
to difpute the authenticity of many of
. them, condemns the operation, and adds,
" that Guillemeau, Paré, Carbonet, Brunet,
and Viard, very eminent pra&itioriers, had
found the operation very unfuccefsful.

From this difputé between Rouffet and
Marchant it may reafonably be inferred,
that had a fair account been handed down
to pofterity of the failures and fuccefs of
this aperation, there might have been no
difficulty in determining, whether it was
eligible or not.

The cafe related by Roufet of the im-
practicability of delivering a feetus which
had been a long time dead. in the uterus,
notwithftanding the attempts that were
made to extra& it by the crotchet and other
inftruments, provés the utility however of
~ the operation in fuch inftances, as well as
where the deformity of pelvis (mentioned
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by Monf Kuleau) renders the delivery
im poflible by the natural paffages.

The moft authenticated accounts of this
operation are thofe which are related in
the latter part of Monfieur Simon’s me-
moire, and which the academy of furgery
at Paris took no little pains to aflure them-
felves of being fats: And the teftimonies
of Monfieurs De la Peyronie and .La Faye,
add weight in confirmation of fome of
them. "

The cafe by Monfieur Soumain at the
conclufion of this memoir, is fo circum-
ftantially related both in regard to the ne-
ceflity of the operation, and the manner
of performing it, that no doubt can be
left of the authenticity of the fa&.

Much, therefore, having been faid for
and again{t the cefarean operation, I am of
opinion, that the refult of time and expe-
rience muft determine whether it be eligible
or not.

That in cafes fimilar to this of Mary
Rbhodes, or where from any pretcrnatural
difeafe of wvagina, &c. embryulcia is ren-
dered impracticable, there feems to be no
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alternative for the prefervation of the
“¢child, or chance of fafety for the unhappy
mother, but in having recourfe to this

operation.



	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-1
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-2
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-3
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-4
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-5
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-6
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-7
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-8
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-9
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-10
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-11
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-12
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-13
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-14
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-15
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-16
	1771-HUNTER-Med-Obs-Inquiries(Lond)-V-4-17



