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PR EFACE

YO HE Puerperal Fever, is a difeafe _

. peculiar to lying-in women. The
.term puerperal is derived from the Latin
word puerperuss and, ftri@tly fpeaking,
fignifies no more than childbed. But as.
this is the moft dangerous of all childbed-
* fevers, fome writers, by way of eminence,
have properly called it Thepuerperal fever,
to diftinguith it from The milk-fever, or
any other, incident to women after deli>
very.

Notwithftanding this difeafe hath been
common to lying-in women in all ages,
~and 'ih all climates, and even been de-
{cribed in the works of the firft writer on
ahe art of healing*, yet being generally
looked upon, rather as a fymptom or
confequence of fome other difeafe, than

* HipPOCRAYES,

3 ~ a difeafe
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a difeafe itfelf, it hath been either en-

tirely over-looked, or only fugcrﬁcxal]y

defcribed by the generality of medical

writers ; infomuch that we have fcarcely

had a determinate name, by which to

diftinguifh it. Moft authors have term-

ed it, An obflruction, or fuppreffion.of the
lochia; others, An inflammation of the
urerusy fome have called it, The lochial.
fever; fome, After-pains; and, inthe nor-
thern parts of Great Britain, it is faid to

be named The weed. But I am clearly of
opinion that the Puerperal Fever is as

much an original, or primary difeafe, as-
the ague, quinfy, pleurify, or any other
complaint incident to the human body.
Phyficians have fo greatly differed like-

wife, concerning the nature, caufe, and
treatment of the Puerperal Fever, that it

remaineth, to the prefent time, a fubject
of much difpute *.

' And what is of more fatal confequence
than' may at firft be imagined, is the.
ignorance of people in general, and

*Vid, Chap. v.
patticularly
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particularly of lying-in women and their
attendants, refpeéting this difeafe ; which
caufes them either to neglect it, or to -
miftake it for Afzer-pains, or fome Colic
: comp[amt -and to this I afcribe, in fome:
meafure, . the great fatality attending it,
as will. be thown more fully hereafter.
"It is of confequence, -therefore, to the
community, to .be perfectly acquainted
with the true nature, and danger, of this,
diforder ; .as it occafions the death of
the greater part of thofe' who perifh i
chxldbcd' ' :

Pubhck hofpltals, for reception of thc
fick and hurt, are the grand fcmmancs
of pra&lcal knowledge in the art of medx-
cine. The autility .of thefe mfhtuuons,
isfo apparem, that they are now univer-,
fally received all -over Europe.. Greax‘
Britain-in partlcular hath not been be-
hind-hand, in promoting fuch humane
defigns. Buildings of this kind, er which*
incidentally’ promote the fame end, are.
to be feen in almoft every part of this
’ a2 great
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great metropolis. Among the reft, THE,
CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOS-
PITAL rifes up a fimple, yet elegant, mo-
nument of her beneficence!* There the
- induftrious poor meet with a fafe and ten-
der AsyLum, in the hour of diftrefs, Buc
* the bountifulhand of charity doth not ftop’
here;itisalfo ftrecched out to provide them
_every medical affiftance, under the vari-
ous diforders whichfucceed a ftate of preg-
nancy. Withthisview,the fupportersofthat
benevolent undertaking have a phyfician
to attend to all the difeafes both of the wo-
men, and children. And that hisfole atten-
tion may be fixed to this one great point,
the wifdom of that houfe direéts, that he
- fhall be a perfon who hath no connexion
‘with the praitice of midwifery; and be
¢hofen under the name of Phyfician in

Ordinary to that charity. The author

™ This Hofpitql is entirely fupported by 2 voluntary,
annual Subfeription ; whéreby four or five Bundred poor
Objects are admitted every Year, and relieved with all
Weceflarles during Childbed.

4 | N of
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oF thils treati®; had that honour confeérr-
ed upon him, fome time aga. This-cies
cumftance bath afforded him frequent
opportunities of obferving the rife and
progrefs of the diforder, now under
confideration, and hath furnifhed him
with many particulars in- the following
dlfcourfe,

_ In the deftription of the difeafe he.

hath endeavoured ta feparate from it
fuch fymptoms of other diftempers as-
have erroncoufly been afcribed to this,
which preclﬁon is of the utmoft confe-
quence in the defcription of every com-
plamt, left one difeafe fhould be -con-
founded with another, and the diftinét
knowledge of each be rendered dark, and
intricate. For example, in the fcurvy, how
many difeafes, or fymptoms of difeafes,

as I have remarked elfewhere®, have
been attributed to that fimple mala-

dy, which do not belong to it ? and how
‘many volumes have been written to de-

* In Libello.de Scorbuto, caps i .
' fcrily"
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fcribe .its ffes, - and manner of treats
ment ? ‘

~ But the author’s principal defign, int -
treating of the Puerperal Fever, hath been
- to fearch into, and to difcover, its true
ongm and fource, and to fhow the va-
rious changes which it makes upon the
human body; that we may be led to a
more .uniform, and certain method of
cure. How far he hath fucceeded in his
attempts, is humbly fubmitted to future
-experience, and to the judgment, and
candour of the difcerning publick.

"CON-
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PUERPERAL FEVER;

CHAPI S
Deﬁ‘npmn qf fbe D fmﬁ. ¥

PO N the firft, fecond, or thxrd day

after delivery, but moft commonly

on the fecond, ‘the patient complains

of violent pam and forenefs over the whole
hypogattric region; that id, from the navel
downwards. The tendernefs is often fo
acute, that the gentleft touch is-almoft infuf
ferable. ‘The belly feels commonly foft.
: A Some-



2 A TREATISE oN THE

Sometimes it will be greatly {welled ; but, in
gehetal, “at the beginning of the difeafe, it
1s not much more tumefied than what may
be expected fo early after delivery. There 1s
no inflammation, or other difcoloration, to be
{een on the abdominal fkin.
5( <o ?- U B
Though the pain of the belly be general,
yet it commonlysafieéts fome one part in par-
ticular more than another. Sometimes the
chigf ot of pein il be in poth the g
regions ;. fometimes 1n one more than the
other. At one time the region of the os
Pibis; OF groitT; ~wittbe-the thief feat ;- atan=
other, a violent pain will fix acrofs the pit
* of the ftomach,t and fitike:through the thort
ribs, on each fide, down to the fpine. The
pains will\offedl pu\on . the ‘appearance of

labour-pains, and fhoot from the loins and

belly into.thergroin, and- thighs. ()T

then generaly, migaken, by the-;a%ﬁi:g*f ‘
heratrendaptsi. for afferpains apgl hgingneg-
legted, . the dileple quickly. gains.dtmengthy
and, praves, By this means, top gifove. ik
When the pain. lodges about the pubes, g5
grow, it will {emetiomes et Abs amusy. 38d

) B L . B . - . :'~ N . t Y [ ]
St crgorrion elast vitod U e
o N
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sieck of thebladder.  Buk there ib feldom dmy
fenfé 6 *heat, o throbbitig gain, . inthe vd-
g&dn ‘of the wagina: and wheiever-this doth
happen, it is probably owuig to'a )dﬁmmt
f:‘aufe IR : i I

R 1 E '. Cout . I ,’:)
- “The pdlnlé of the a&abmrunre ganemﬂy:pﬁsé-
‘deﬂcd by'gréater or lofsi defyrses . of  ingor, ot
convulfive: {udderings: with &nfe’of  cold.
Sometimes there 1s no rigor; or, at:lu;ﬁ,:'&
flight as not to be attended to by the patlent
-And, iidesd,;the ngot, m gtnemi 18 much
‘Jefs-thdt-what' is obfervable in many ether
~feversi : Nor.iis- the violence ‘of the fubfg-
. -quetit-difgafe to’ be judged -of by she degrec of
aae preeedlIag rigor. . For fometimes a fhight,
or no rigor at all, will he followed by a favere
attack of the difeafe, and a great rigor by a
flight sstack. " The wife ¢f Rorrzg, for in-
- dtancey! began with a cigor which continped
~dor. an'hour, ‘and fhe rechvered on r,hc fizth
nday. - The wife of LopsiHad no rigar, yet
lhsmfeafc .provcd xmartal i na few days.

. hicugh the fint, {ooonds or thicd say. of-

" iter deliveny, be the common and almoft gon-
: /ﬁaattumgs ofthe firft beginning of -she ma-
A 2 . dady,
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~ 1ady, yet it is not without its variations.
For, fometimes, it will come on from the
very time of delivery, or even before, and be
.confounded with, or loft, as it were, in the
labour-pains; or it may not appear till. after
feveral days. But thefe are only to be con-
fidered as varieties; however, fuch varieties
as are always to be remembered by the phy-
fician, that he may not, at any time, be off
his guard

The patlent, from the bcginhmg, ene-
.rally complains.of a pain in the head, Whld’l
1s confined chiefly to the forchead, and parts
- about the eyebrows; this is frequently at-
. tended with a wvertigo, or gxddmefs in the~
head, and want of ref’c ‘

'I‘here 1s much thn'ﬁ The tongue, n
examination, oommonly appears white, but
feldom foul, and is foft and moift to the
- touch. A red line will fometimes run up
the -middle of it, and the whitenefs remain
on each fide : in this cafe the red part is ufu-

- ally dry, and the white moift. ~ Sometimes
- the tongue will continue white and moit till
ize approach of death ‘but, in general, be-

. A fore
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 fore. that period, it becomes very dry and

rough, and changes to a dark brown colour,
often wu:h a mixture of yellow.

A general ahxnety, or deJe&wn of mind

. appears in the countenarice, and the eyes par-

ticipate of the fame diftrefs. The face is of-

_ten fufhed, and fometimes there is a_deep
ted, or - livid colour fixed in the cheeks.

The fkin -is generally hot and d.ry ; but

-fomcumes fo cool and temperate, that a per-
_fon ﬁ'om thence could hardly know whether
' the patient laboured under any dlfeafe or not.

. Sometimes intermediate {weats come on all

~over the body,  and thefe ufually rehevc the

patient ; but they : are more common when

the difeafe begins to abate.

BN

The pulfe, in general s qu1ck and wcak

;though fomenrnes it will refift the ﬁnger
_ pretty ﬁrpngly At the begmnmg of the

difeafe, it feldom beats lefs than a hundred

" ftrokes in the fpace of a miaute; and, from

this number, I have found it run on to one

hundred and ﬁxty ‘The mtermed;a*e pulfa—

LE} .

tions were vanous The moﬁ: common
numbex

.
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number was one hundred and twmtydgfht;
and the next general numbers were, one
hundred and twelve, one hundred and twen.
ty, and one hundred and thirty-two. The
different habits of body, and circumftances
of the diforder, will eafily accomit for thefe
variations in the pulfe.. When: dee-tdiftate
proves mortal, the pulfe at laft ‘becoes b
quick and-we#k as fcarcely to be 'nhmbered.

* A fhortnefs in breathmg, ‘withoue - -any
vwheezmg or noife in the ’brek‘f’t gwencrhlly
accompames the dfﬁetnpcr from the begin-
ning. This commonly keepé patb with the
degree of pain in the abdomer." Fot if the
pain be -very ‘moderste; - the ﬂ‘:ortﬁeﬁs ‘T
breathing is atfo “very {light, or p‘edmps 'nét
at all perceptlble" butif acute, the breathmg
is accelerated in proportion, and the pain is
’mcreafed at every infpiration. "' thould be
- glad, in 'this article, to exprefs myfelf {o as
to be nghtiy underftood. -1 <l it a'thort-
nefs in breathing rather than'a’difficulty,
_becaufe a difficulty in breathlng may be’ at-
+ tended with a full mfpxratlon, and a defire of *
taking in a large quantity of air; whereas
 the breathing, I here mean to defcribe, isquite
v the
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the. reyex{c,, the infpirations gre: quick and
{mall, mxth a fear and glread as it were, of
-makipg, 2. fnll infpiration ; or, ;in other
words,, of, ql,nlatmg the thorax., The reafon

fthls, s, L apprehendy ig' not, in general,
owing to any 'complaing in the lungs, or
cheft (except when the pains extend to the
region of: the flamach and ribs) but merely
to the grand: feat of the. diforder being with-
in the abdomen, and which, at.every infpira-
tion, is fqueezed, as it were, betwixt two

preflessr by ;haﬁiﬂphragm from above, and
tb,¢ abdqmmal mu{cles from below. I al-
moft, Mﬂﬁ;wwnh herror, when 1 conﬁdcx
the (;X(;rgwgtmg tqrments that muft rack the
dlﬁreﬂ‘ed Panent, under thefe dreadful circum-
ftances! But the readér'can have no adequate -
idea of wbat lmean tlll hecomes to underftand
the true feat oF the djfeafé, by the help of
' dlh'e&lons As'the’ malady mcreafes, the
fhortnefs in breathing ingreafes likewife, and
Before' deathiclofes the fcene, the infpirations
are oftén T fmall that the chéft is hardly feen
to move, and the breath feems no Tonger to
diftend the lungs, but to be confined to the
q)?em art‘erm, o upper p“irt of' thc tﬁarax.

A
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A cough frequently attendc, yet is no-
ways eflential to the difeafe, but merely acci-
dental : "however it ufually proves trouble-
fome, and, when vxolent, is not without
danger; 2s may be learnt from what ‘hath
juft now been hinted. '

« The patient, when the difeafe is violent,
generally lies on her back, feldom tunnng
on her fide or belly

Vomiting, with complaints of a load and
ficknefs at the ftomach, " are very ufual fymp- -
toms ; however thefe are far from being al-
ways prefent. What is thrown up is com-
monly cither yellow, green, or of a blackith
colour. T he vomifing will fometimes come
" on from the time of delivery, and not unfre~
quently precede it.. When death approaches
there is, for the moft part, a continual dif-
,charge by vomit of whatever is taken ; and
what is brought up, is commonly either
green, or black.

_ "'I.‘hql bél}y, at thelbegi,nning, 1s gcnerally
coftive. Sometimes it is very regular, at
other
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«other times a diarrkboea attends. ‘When this
laft is the cafe, what is- difcharged 1 is ufually
of a dark brown colour and very fetid ; and
“the-ftools are fometimes covered with a whi-
tith. froth, Flatulencies in the. bowels are
veéry: Common, whether the belly bq lpofe or
coftive. .- When (the difeafe términates in
death, involuntary ﬁools are the general har-
bmgers. ’ T . PR

| The patient at. ﬁrﬁ often con;plaxps of
fome d;ﬂiculty in makmg water, -and dif-
charges it in {mall quantities ; but this ufu-
ally goes off after having a ftool or two.
The urine, after ftanding for {fome time to
fettle, generally appears of a brown colour,
and depofits a crude fediment half floating at
the bottom of the glafs What is meant by
crudity in the. urine is hard to define, and
fcarcely to be learnt but by ocular demon-
ftration. It is a cloud, or fettling in the
urine, which the phyfician expelts to be
changed, or concoted, as it is commonly
termed, by the progrefs of the difeafe; into
a thick coloured fediment. But if ‘a perfe&
flow of the Jochia continues, durmg the dif-.
order, then the urine, after fettling, gene-

B rally
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rally appears red and inflared. Tt is hécb’ﬂhy
to remark this laft cnrcumﬁance, lett the
phyﬁcmn fhould, at Brit fight, be deeeived,
and afcribé that to an inflammatory ftite of
the blood; which is owing merely to in it
nocent difcharge frotn the wserusi ~ As the
difeafe abites, the ufine; in-'corimony- puts
on a remarkable change § it becoftves vurbid,
ufually of a yellowith or clay-coloury ' tiot
much unlike a deco&ion of Peruvian bark
when cold; and depofits 4 thick jelowith
fediment, - fregiteiitly tinged with a Phix-
ture of purple. But the ufine is not aRvays
fo regular in its appédrdnee, for fometimes it
will gi'eatly vary : howsver, ih general, wheh
a crifis i is forming, a diligent obférVer may
perceive plam indieations of it in the urine:
When thie diftemper ends unfavourably; elié
urine feldom changes; but ¢ohtihues pr&‘i‘y
mueh the fame to the laﬂ-

‘The locbza, or ufual dxfcharges after deli-z
very, commenly lofe their florid comptexion,
and diminifh in quartity ; but if the diftafe
goes off {oon, the naturdl fow getetally res.
turns. Sometltrrés, indeeﬂ thére I’eefﬁs to

t e
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be:very fittle change made, with refpe& to
“the flow of the bcksa.’” The difchm‘ge will,
‘now and then, ‘appear guite bhdk :
The patient, 1in general, does not coms
plain fo-much of Wwant of wilk, diuing the
progeets: of 'this -difeafe, as tp. prevent. her
fuckling her childs hawever the gpntracy will
fpmetimss ; happsaw: efpscially if it be: very
violent, or a diarrhoea attend and the ﬁools
be thin and watery.
- Rain of the head is commen to-mpf} fe-
vars, . Ad althoughs an :this: mmalady, as ob~
ferved -abave, it be’aseng -the firft fymp-
toms, yet i is attended with this peculiarity,
that. it, feldom is;accompapied with ‘any dei-
 riu, thiongh the whold courfi .of the difs
eafes .unlefs peshitps; & few hours . beforp
demth.  Nay, fométiires:the patient,wil} re=
tait] hen dendds tor. thadalt; - whichy confider--
ing the v;p;mee of the difarder, is very won-
derful. . Rerhaps it may be -awing o the ra-
pid progrefs the d!i}ﬁmpsr»genﬁraﬁy makes,
when it -proves. fata;,, (g, that. the &fe is not
tm;& fp; that change to be madc in bram,
‘B 2
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as in many other fevers of longer duration ¥
befides, the feat of this diforder is never in
the head,. but always confined within the
trunk of the body

The blood when : ordered to be taken
away in this difeafe, was generally fizy, with
a quantity of yellow frum. 1 do not: re-
member ever feemg tnc blood i a dlfﬁ)lved'
ftate, ' '

I have not remarked any precifc tlme, or
cntlcal day; that natare takes for the terml-
nation of the difeafe : - but the endeavours to
rélieve herfelf by three different ways; by a’
dzarrbaea, by urine;’ “and by fivéat. - A diar-
#hoea is the chief way by which, as far as IY
have obferved, fhe 5 able completely totexs
tricate herfelf; and this fhé often  attermpts
from 'the beginning' of the malady. - Fhe
wife of FAREHAM, for example, Wis relie-’
ved fraim her diforder in fo’rty-eight ﬂhours,
by the kmd efforts of mature in producing a
diarrbdea. And the’ wife of GARRET was'

ured in tweuty-foui' hours, by the hke fpon-.

""" 2 thneous

\
)
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taneous drfchérge' Of the other two eva~ .
cuatnons, fweatmg is the moﬁ eﬁ'e&ual

The reader will probably expe& that I
fhould have taken notice here of the /chia,
as'the moft probable, and I might fay almof¥
the only method by which nature could form’
a Perfe& crifis.” 'It is frﬁe, that at the be-
gmmng of the drﬁemper, as. faid above,
there is frequently more or Tefs of a fuppref
fian or change made in the /ocbia, ‘and a re-
turn of the fame when the difeafe begms to
8o off.” But I do ‘not remember ever meet—
ing w1th an mﬁance ‘where this malady was
brought toa crxﬁs by a flow of the locbza.
Neither do I well comprehend how.nature:
can- throw off the difeafe this way, any far-
ther than by drmun{hmg the quantity of
blood, in the fame manner as an hemorrhage
at the nofe,. or bleeding at the arm would do.
But a difcharge of blood alone does not ap-
pear, to me at, leaft, fulﬁmont to remedy the
evil. *. Nor does nature make ufe of this way:
either. to cure or. prevent the difeafe; if the
did;: it would hardly follow fo foon after that

copious
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- copious difcharge of blood, which fugeesds
every delivery. The fuppreflion of the lo~
chial difcharge feems to be in confequence of
the diforder, and thereturn in confequence of
its abatement, This may probably be owing to
a{pafmodick conftriction of the uterine veflels.
ofcafioned by the pain within the gbdogren,
during the difeafe, and to 2 relaxation of
them by its ceflation. Juft in the fame man-
ner as may be obferved, by ocular demon,-
ﬁratlon, in any large freth external wound\
For if an inflammatory difpofitjon feize the
ve{fels gomg to the part, the difcharge will
become thin apd ichorous ; ; bu; as foon as
the lxxﬂ'tmmatory conftriction of the veffels is
removed by means of proper evacugtions and,
a coolmg regnmen, “the dlfchgrge becomes
immediately more free, and better condition-
ed. - Be this, however, as it will, the truth
is, as far as I have been able to 'difcern; thate
nieither the Jockia, nor even ‘the uterus iti%lﬁl
até primarily affeted in‘this difeafe, but only
fiiffer by conferitj the fame as the bladder, oy
auy- other neighbouring: wfws might o,
Fhe reafon of this aflertiony will be explairied



PUERPERAL FEVER. 13
Thore fully; i its proper plate, Wheh we cotrie
to tieat of the caufes of ,thi’s ‘ difeafe.

It is almoft needlefs- to rémark that this
fever muft, of courfe, be comphcated with
any diforder that the pahent might happeh to
labour under at the time of child-bitth. ‘f'he
chief that I have met with in this wiy, of
any confequence, hath been the pbtb ji.r fuf
monalis. 1f any difeate hath taken its inine-
diate origin, as it were, out of the puerperai
fever, and been combined with it, it hiath been
the peripneumony. I have inét Wxth feveral
mﬁances of thls kmd

As to the mlhary fevér, {o ¢smition artioh@
' Iymg-m women, it hath no connexmh at all
with the puerperal fever; anid when it doth
happtn t6 be _]omed with it, T fulpedt it wuf
generally be owmg to an over-heatéd roon,
awdrm regimen, an unfeafonabie ufe of tory
dials, or heating niedicines. The puerperat

- fever is a difeafe fui generii, of 4 ndtufe pe=

culiar to itfelf ; and as fimple and regulai iy
1ts appearan.ce, " for the moft par t, as any AIf-r

temper 1 mcndent to the human bod§. ™ Tiifo-
much
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.much that it is a matter of no{mall furprize,
that phyﬁcmns in general thould have either
overlooked it, or have been fo 1rregular ‘and
confufed in its defcription.

~ 'This fever, as to the time of its duration,
will vary, according to the violence of the
difeafe, the manner of treatment, and the
time of the patient making her complaints
known. In general, if it ends favourably,
it may terminate in three, four, or five days
from the time of complaining. The wife
of LawsoN had her fever terminated even in
twenty-four hours, by purging her with the
Jal catharticus amarus, notwithftanding the
pains of the abdemen were very fevere, and
the pulfe at one hundred and thirty-fix.
What is here to be underftood by the word
terminate, is no more than that the pains
ceafe, the fever abates, and the patient is out
-of danger. Ido not mean that the fick per-
fon is able, in that time, to get up and walk
about, as if nothing had happened. Un-’
doubtedly the muft require fome time after-
wards, to recover her ftrength ; and even the
wcakne{é, from the precedmg Iabour would

demand

-
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demand that, exclufive of this intcrvening
malady.

When the difeafe refifts the efforts of nature,
and baffles the affiftance of art, it generally
proves mortal, as far as I have obferved; on
the fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth, \nint}g,
tenth, eleventh, or twelfth day, after deli-
very; the day on which the delivery hap-
pened, not being included. And this rule,
as to time, I fhall attend to through the
‘whole of this difcourfe, unlefs where it is
otherwife exprefled. In this opinion I am
fupported by GALEN. ¢ A quo die, snqust,
mulier pepererst, ab eo numerare sncipias, non
& quo capit febricitare: nam alique fecundo
tertiove die, pofiquam pepererint, in febrem
sncidunt, atque ab eo plerique futuram cri-
fm enumerant. Verim res fecus babet ;
quum oporteat & die, que faetum edet, enu-
merationem exirdiri '’ And this obvious
reafon may be affigned for it, namely, that
the very hour of delivery can always be ex-
actly afcertained ; whereas the time of attack
is often various, and uncertain. Sometimes, .

* In -Prognoftic, Charter: Tom, viii, pag. 668.
C indeed,
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indeed, the diforder may be protracted to a
much longer period ; but then if generally
either begins later than common, or is at-
tended with fome particular circumftances.
1 have remarked that a diarrhoea coming on
either at the beginning, or afterwards, and
continuing through the whole courfe of the
difeafe, will fometimes rather tend to prolong
than quicken the time of death. The wife
of LINER, for inftance, had a drarrboea from
the firft, which continued, at intervals, to
the laft, and fhe furvived till the eighteenth
or nineteenth day after her delivery.

Before death, there is feldom that change
made in the ecye and countenance which
happens in moft other fevers, unlefs juft at
the very laft ; and perhaps for the fame rea-
fon as given above . Nor do the teeth, in
general, colle¢t that brown or blackith fordes
which is fo obfervable in many fevers. A
delirium, 1 have obferved before, feldom at-
tends, and the fame may be faid .of the hic-
cough and fubfultus tendinum.

* Page 11.
The
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The pain of the abdomen generally abates,
or entirely ceafes, for fome hours before
death ; but fometlmcs the patient expires in
great agomcs

The difeafe happens at all times of the
year, and is incident to women of all ages
after delivery, as well to thofe who have had
many children, as to thofe who have had few.
Such women as have fuffered great hardfhips,
or exerted their ftrength beyond meafure,
during gravidity, feem:to be more fubje& to
this malady, than others who have gone
through that ftate with more eafe¢ and tran-

quillity,

Having thus given a general defcription of
the difeafe, I will colle® into one point of
view what I look upon to be its chief patho-
gnomonic fymptoms, or characteriftic marks.
Thefe-are, an acute pain and great forenefs,
over the lower part of the abdomen; attended
with a fever, and commonly a pain in the
forehead, happening foon after delivery. Al-
though thefe figns are fufficient, in general,
to.diftinguifh it from all other difeafts, yet-
it may be neceffary ta particularize thofe with-

C2 which
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which it hath the greateft affinity, and mark
out fome of their chief diftincions.:

1. It may be diftinguifhed from after-pains,
by the fever ; by the exquifite tendernefs of
the belly, and the pain not being periodical,
but continual,

., 2. From the milt-fever, by the pain and .
tendernefs of the abdomen ; by the abfence of
tenfion or fullnefs of the mamme, or thoot-

ing pains about the breafts and arm-pits.

. 3. From the miliary fever, by the general
fenfations of pain and forenefs about the hy-
pogaftric region, and greater colour in the
urine ; by a lefs degree of hurry, and confu-
fion of the fpirits ; by having no eruptions,
nor fenfe of pricking or tingling in the fkin ;
'and if thefe laft (thould happen, by their giv-
ing ‘no relief, which in the miliary fcver,
thcy commonly do.
. 4., From the iliac paffion, by the pain not
being fo fixed to any particular {pot, as round
the navel, or the like; but being more dif-
fufed over the abdomen, and confined chiefly
. ' to
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to the lower part of the belly ; by the patient
lying pretty ftill, and not twifting the body
about, or prefling upon the belly with a view
of relieving the pain; and laftly, by a diar-
rhoea_either attending, or the body being
eafily foluble by cathartics.

5. From the flatulent colic, by the attend-
ing fever, the abdominal pain and forenefs,
and by the pains not moving about from one
part of the inteftinal canal to another.

« 6. From an inflammation of the uterus, by
not having the fenfation of a weight and tu-
mour, and a continual burning, throbbing
pain, in the region of the uzerus, extending
to the adjacent parts,

HiprocraTEs diftinguitheth an inflam-
mation of the uzerus, by the following figns:
“ Hy oreypaimras 7 uiren, Naderas. My S 71 cpa-
xeAiln x5 waniymorasrn wip $xs Ev i phyds X opy
oxanph 78 dupt 7d aldole nTdyres Ti aldiTar,
ddwveras, £ Spug % €6 T imavice Te Jditirg, X
“edlus xdniov e E sddEeras, x5 Tiv xezariy a'Ayéu,v )
73 Bplypats % SxAVes X idpds psremidal®, vd depeg
Jxoras % TeTpEpAiNSTt, Ay nbpa Ty EAnoTS; X ia,'u-v .

' Kyely
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nbety §n e3éres ol 0 Usipn impysi® douzin oA, 8
stuax® & wdumay sigiaar THY TP'RAY %) W rUAiMy )
Log, %) dvaicaes, ¥y ofvyaTar 70, Te Wirpovs £y 785 fuCa-
vas, ¥ Td; iEvas, 1 BapAGUTIdsy X TaxY &gﬁmx«nr St
inflammatus fuerit uterus, vellicatur ; quod fi
quid corruptum fuerit et recruduerit, febris
corripit acuta et magna, borrorque durus par-
tes circa pudenda; ferociter afficitur, morde-
tur, & concitatur. Ac fi quis digito conti-
gerit, rurfus pejus babet, et pungitur, caput
et finciput dolet, tum caligo, tum frontis fudor
adeyi,' extrema perfrigerantur ac tremunt, in-
terdum etiam [fopor occupat, negue audire po-
teft, neque aliquid uterus efficit; multum eff
cibi faftidium, neque flomachus, neque ventri-
culus omnino cibum attrabit ; vociferatur, pro-
pilit, dolet pubem, inguina, et lumbos, et oc-
cultos pudends locos, celeriterque intereunt *.”

Commentators differ with. refpe& to the.
true meaning of the word Ja'erer,, Cuar-
TERIUS, as we fee above, tranflates it vels-

* De Malier., Morb. lib 2 cap. go. Charter. tom. vii.
pag. 827.

catur ;
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catar ; Foésrus hath it contrabitur. The
common meaning of the word referreth ‘to
the touch ; and HiprocrATEs generally
ufeth it in this very fenfe, as may' be obferved
in Foésivus’s Oeconomia, under the letter .
1 rather fufpe&, therefore, that there is a
corruption in this part of the text, and that
the true interpretation thould be thus : 7 7z-
Sflammatus fuerit uterus, taltui fé oftendit : an
inflammation of the wferus may be known
by the touch. Almoft all authors, who have
defcribed an inflammation of the wzerus, con-
fide in the touch as much as any thing, in
order to difcover the difeafe. Indeed the
fwelling of the uzerus, and the fenfe of heat,
which are infeparable from an inflammation
of it, are the grand and leading ideas, and
contain, of themfelves, a general, though
thort, defcription of the diféafe; and therefore
are the likelieft to. be firft introduced by any
author who is about to defcribe fuch 2 ma-
lady. After this, the more minute and par--
ticular parts of the defcription follow, as in
the text.

The word e¢xangs alfo doth not interpret
well with esiwn borror durus is an odd, and

un- -
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unmeaning expreflion. It would read much
better, and be more defcriptive, were it writ-
ten oxangé, and made to agree with the latter
part of the fentence, in the manner that
Foésius hath rendered it: oxamd 7d dugl -
7é adida* ¢ partes circa - pudenda dure
« funt.”

"I will take the liberty to give my own in=~
terpretation, of the whole paffage, and leave
every one to do the fame. S7 inflammatus fue-
rit uterus, tactui fe oftendit. Quandocunque
autem in eodem aliquid corruptum fuerit et re=
cruduerit, febris acuta et vebemens cum borrore
nafcitur, et que circa naturalia funt, induref~
cunt. SQuam maxime afficitur, fenfus quafi
mordendi eff, et cum impetu morbus accedit ;
digito verim admoto, iterum res pejus f¢ babet,
et aligua .quafi punéla fentiuntur. Dolor et
capitis, et fincipitis adeft. Oculi caligant, fu-
dorque & fronte prorumpit. -Extrema partes
membrorum frigent, et intremunt. Sopor quo-
que interdum urget 5 neque facultas audiend; oft,

 meque utero vis ulla inbaret. Cibi faftidium
. multum eff, nec flomachus, nec ventriculus om-
nino alimenti tenax. Vebementer zgra clamat,
Jubito confurgit ; dolent et pubes, et inguina, et

lumbi,
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Yimbi, et naturaltum parte: antertores, celeri-
ferque mortuntur. )

- From AET1vs we learn, not only the ge«
neral {fymptoms of an inflammation of the
uterusy but thofe alfo which are peculiar to
the different parts of that organ, when they
happen to be principally affe¢ted. ¢ Uters
inflammatio (inguit) ob multas caufas contin-
git. Indicant banc muliebrium locorum, pubis,
imi ventris, ac lumborum dolores ardentes, Et
S digitus in o5 uteri fubmittatur, occurrit
ad contaltum, durum, claufum, fervens, ac
retraftum, prefertim fi in ipfo, aut in colla
fuerit inflammatio. Nam ubi cavitas, aut
Jundus uteri inflammatur, imi ventris dolor
offendit, ut ne contactum quidem foris admittat.
Etz plerunque uterus ad inflammatum locum re-
trabitur, atque banc ob caufam os, et collum
efus, avertitur. Differt autem ab ea quam fir-
pra uteri retraltionem appellavimus,, quia in
irzjlammatione Jebris eff acuta, et ardor inten-
. Jus.  Si ero pojlerzor ipfius pars inflammata
Juerit, dolor circa fpinam magis heret, et, com-
preffo inteffino recto, flercora detinenrur.  An-
. terioré autem parté inflammatd, urine dificul-

tas, aut flillicidiam, confequitur ex compre[ﬁz
D vefica,



26 A TREATISE onN THE

vefica, prafertim fi dolor peiinem affligit., At
ubi obliquos laterum locos inflammatio occuparit,
inguina difienduntur, et crura gravantur, ac
egre moventur. Invalefcente vers inflamma-
tione, febres accedunt, dolor capitis, flomachs
afffictia per confenfum, imi ventris tumor, ar-
dor, diftentio, gravitas coxarumy lumborum,
pracordiorum, inguinum, femorum, borrores
difcurrentes, ac pungentes, pedum torpor, ge-
vuum perfrigeratio, extremarum partium exu-
datio, pulfus parvi ac denfi, animi deliquium,
exolutio. In augmento <vero etiam fingultus,
dolor tendinis, colls, maxillarum, fincipitis,
oculorum prafertim in funds.  Urinaque ac
Stercorum recrementa fupprimuntur. Et in-
Slammationé adbuc magis acutd, febres augef
cunt, delfrant, dentibus frendunt 1*

Thefe marks taken collectively, and com-
pared with the genuine and conftant {ymp-
toms of the puerperal fever, will fufficiently
diftinguifh the one difeafe from the other.

7. From the cholera morbus, by the coftive-
nefs that generally attends the puerperal fever,

* Aétii Medic. Grzec, &co  Per Janum Cornarium. Lug-.
duni, 1549, pag. 1008,
' at
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at the beginning ; and if it thould commence
with a diarrboea, it is eafily diftinguifhed
from that of the cholera, by its not being fo
fudden, fo painful and profufe, nor finking
the patient fo much; but, on the contrary,
giving generally immediate eafe, ftrength,
and fpirits. Neither is it attended with that
violent degree of vomiting as the cholera, nor
with thofe fpafms and contra&tions in the
limbs. Befides, the cholera is confined chiefly
to the clofe of fummer and beginning of au-
tumn, as regularly, fays SYDENHAM ’, as
fwallows come in the beginning of {fpring,
and cuckows towards midfummer, whereas
the puerperal fever happens all the year
round. In aword, the complaints coming on
foon after delivery, the pain and forenefs be-
ing diffufed over the hypogaftric region, tq-
gether with the general appearance of the
diforder, will, at once, diftinguifh it from ths, :
tbolera morbus,

¥ Selt. Iv. cap. 2, pég. 1750

D3 CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

Of the Prognoflics. ~  «
1
HE RE is {carcely any difeafe, in the
hiftory of Phyfic, where delays are
more dangerous than in the puerperal fever,
And yet, unfortunately for the patient, there
is no difeafe which is more apt to be neg-
le&ed, or trifled with; or, whatis worfe, in-
judicioufly treated, through the ignorance of
the lying-in woman, and her attendants.

The patient, as hath been obferved!, fre-
quently miftakes her complaints for after-
pains, and thinking they will gradually ga
off, negle&ts to make her cafe known and -
apply for proper aid, The by-ftanders fall
into the fame error, or taking it for fome co-
lic complaint, keep the patient hot, ply her
plentifully with fpices and caudle, and give
her fpirituous waters or warm medicines, un-
der the notion of cordials. By thefe means -

¥ Pagc 2.

the
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the malady is greatly increafed, makes quick
ravage, and becomes, in a fhort time, inevi-
tably fatal. '

Nurfes, and women in general, feem, in
a great meafure, ignorant of fuch a difeafe
as this being incident to lying-in perfons. 1
dare venture to fay that the very name of it
1s as much a ftranger to moft of them, as if
- no fuch malady exifted; and yet there never
was a time when this difeafe did not exift.
The confequence is, that knowing no dan-
ger, they fear none; whereas, on the con-
trary, they fhould be taught to drecad the
name of puerperal fever, as they would the
name of peftilence, or plague ; for I fear that
the one deftroys not more than the other.
Like a fierce and untamed enemy, the one
- {preads his hoftile banners in open day, and
feafts on carnage and deftrution, till, glutted
with flaughter, he himfelf finks down and
dies ! But the other, like a fecret revengeful
foe, f{tabs in the dark to the very vitals, and
‘though he kills .one only at a time, yet he
~ 1s privately flaying every.day, and never fa-
tiated; thus making up by length of time,
what the other does by a fudden devaftation! -
They
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'They thould be taught to know, I fay, that

pain and forenefs of the belly, coming on
. foon after delivery, unlefs fpeedily relieved
by judicious affiftance, will prove mortal in’
a few days! They fhould be taught to know
that thefe complaints are attended with a -
fever, which is called the puerperal fever.

T cannot fay how it may be with other
phyficians, but, for my part, I never hear 3
childbed-woman complain of a pain and ten-
dernefs of the abdomen, but I look upon her
diforder with as much anxiety and circum-
fpe&tion, as if 1 knew her actually labouring
under an inflammation of the bowels, or a
bernia with a ftrangulated gut; and think it
my duty to be as expeditious in relieving the
one complaint as the other. I have dwelt
the longer on this head, in order to thow the
neceflity there is, in this difeafe, of the phy-
fician being made acquainted with its appear-
ance in time ; and to apprize the patient and
her attendants, of the great and imminent
- danger attending a negle&.* Let us, there~
fore, return to the prognoftics.

\

By
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By carefully attending to the pulfe and re-
{piration, much may be learnt refpeiting the
fate of the patient labouring under this dif-
eafe.  If the pulfe be very quick, and the re-
fpiration frequent and fmall, it portends
great danger. If, on the contrary, the pulfe
become flower, the breathmg more free and
full, it is a certain fign of ‘a change for the
better. ‘The degrees of thefe are to afcertain
the degree of danger, or fafety, of the pa-
tient. A quick pulfe, fingly confidered, is,
at all times, a Jangerous fymptom ; and the’
more fo, if very weak and fmall. The con-
trary indicates fafety. -If the pulfe does but.
once begin to become daily flower and flower,
as from one hundred and twenty-eight to one
hundred and twelve, then to one hundred, or
the like, it is to be efteemed as one of the
beft figns. But if it continue at the fame
number, or rather quicken, it always threat-
ens danger; or if it be found changeable, -
being one day quicker and another day flower,
_ it isever to be fufpe@ted. Nay, fo infallible
is the beat of the pulfe, with refpet to num-
ber, that though all the other fymptoms

thould abate, and the difcafe feem to be gone
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off, yet if the pulfations do not decreafe in
propoxjtion, a relapfe, or fome other diforder,
is to be feared. '

A diarrhoea coming on at the beginning,
if followed by a flower pulfe, prognofticates

- fafety. But if, after evacuations by ftool,

whether procured by nature or art, the pulfe
fhould not become flower, it is to be reckon-
ed as one of the moft dangerous fymptoms:
A perfon feized with this fever having had a
coftive body; during pregnancy, is threatened
with more danger than if the belly had been °
regular. '

If the difeafe be negleGted in the begin-
ning, itis frequently mortal ; but if affiftance
be called in due time, it often eafily yields to
medicine.

When figns of the malady come on imme-
diately from the time of delivery, it is com~
monly produétive of evil.

If violent pains thoot acrofs the épigaf’cric
region, through the ribs to the back, with
a difficulty. in breathing, and a quick pulfe,

" | the
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the diféafe will generally prove mortal, with-

in the feventh or eighth day, from the at-
tack.

Want of {leep is not a favourable fymptom; '
When the patient turns herfelf, and lies upon
her fide, it fignifies a change for the better.

A whitifh, moift,and {bft tongue, isno bad
fign; but when it begins to be clear, itindicates
fafety. 'When the tongue becomes dfy, and
- tough, and changes its colour, let the phy-
: ﬁcmn be attentivé:to the fate of his patu:nt

e

A fixt colour in the cheeks, with a lmd
h‘uc, portends no fmall danger ‘

~ Partial 'fweats confined to the face, neck;
- 4nd -breaft, indicate no good. Wheén they
are general, and attended with turbid urine
and a flower pulfe, the phyfician may encou-

rage his patient.

A frefh flow of the lochia is an eligible
fign.

L E 1f
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If the urine continues crude, and of the
fame colour as at the beginning of the difor-
der, it'prognofticates ill. ‘Turbid urine, of
a clay or yellowifh colour, with a thick fe-
diment, tinged with purple or red is a to-
ken of recovery.

A cool foft fkin, as of one in health, un-
lefs it be joined with other favourable marks,
is only a flattering {fymptom.

A frequent difcharge, by vomit, during
the courfe of the difeafe, of a green or black
colour, is generally mortal. Death is {pee-
dily to be expetted, when the pulfe becomes
{o quick and weak as fcarcely to be numbered,
when the patient throws up every thing that
~ is given her, when the ftools flow involunta-
rily, and a cold clammy fweat hangs on the
€xtremitics. -

CHAP. .
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CHAP. I
- Of the bgﬁ&iom.

WILL make, a few general obferva-
tions, by way of preface. At the time

of death, or fome hours after, the whole a4-
domen was commonly found much fwelled, but
foft, and no way difcoloured, unlefs by the
veins - which fometimes branched upon it.
At other times, it was not in the leaft tume-
fied, but had rather the contrary appearance,
being funk down and flat: this feems to
happen moftly in thofe cafes where there hath
~been a profufe diarrboea, during the courfe
of the difeafe. Upon cutting into the abdo-
men, the membrana adipofa, abdominal muf-
cles, and peritoneum, were always found in
a found ftate, except where it is otherwife
exprefled. All the bodies were opened about
twenty—four hours after death. The manneg
in which I propofe treating this part of my
difcourfe is, firft to give a general hiftory of
the cafe, and then the diffeion. In doing
this, I fhall confine myfelf entirely to the
{ymptoms of the dlfeafe, or {uch other circum-
E:z2 - {tances
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- _{tances as might happen to the patient before

delivery ; and which may tend to illuftrate
more fully the naturdf dof the gafe. 1 fhall
not, at prefent, make any obfervations upon
the morbid appearances after dedth, but leave
the reader perfetly frec todraw hlS ,0Wn con~
cIuﬁons '

CASE I

The patient, who is the fubJe& of this
dlﬁﬁ&lon, had an eafy Jabour, and this was
her fecond lying-in. The pains wete fevere
111 over the lower part of the addimen, which
was affeéted by the ﬂlghteﬁ touch, but parti-
cularly in the right iliac region. A loofenefs
attended from the begmnlng, and the dif-
chalge was fetid. A vomiting alfo came
on, at the ﬁlme time, firft of a green, and
afterwards of a blackifh colour. Both the
purgmg and vomltmg continued to the la{’c
The urine was, at the begmmng, high co-
loured but afterwards changed to a more
brown colour with a crude fedimernt. ‘The
pulfe, from the firft, was at one hundred and
thirty-fix and weak, and before fhe died, o
gulck and {mall as fcarce]y to be numbered.

) There
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There was a difficulty in breathing,'owing,
as the faid, to the acute pain in the gédomen,
which was greatly increafed every time fhe
drew in her breath. 'The tongue was white,
and there was much thirft, and fever. She had
apain in her head, and could get no reft. The
- day before fhe died the thought herfelf much
better. She ufed to complain of a pain in
her belly, for fome time before the was deli-
vered, but was, otherwife, in health. She
was ftrongly prepoffefled with a notion, for
. a long time hefore delivery, that the thould
die- in childbed. There was 10 hiccough
rious, but reta,med he,r mental facultles per=
fecly to the time of her death. The difeafe
proved mortal ‘on the feventh day after de- -
livery, ”

" DisseeTIiOoN.

The abdomen was not fwelled. Upon ex-
pofing the wiftera a quantity of fetid liquor
difcharged itfelf, which was found floating
among the inteftines and in the pe/vis. ‘The
- omentum was greatly inflamed, and partly in
a mortified ftate, "On the nght fide, a little

below
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below the thort ribs, part of the omentum was
thickened, and very much gangrened, and,
when {carified with the knife, difcharged a
quantity of ftinking liquor, which feemed to
be contained in cells. The inteftines were not
diftended with air, as is generally the cafe in
this difeafe, but adhered to each other as if they
had been flightly glued together. Small por-
tions of a whitith or yellow fubftance, feem-
ingly fat, ftuck here and there between the
folds of the inteftines, as if they had been
pafted to them. The inteftines were in general
inflamed, but particularly on the left fide of
the 2bdomen, whete there alfo feémed to be a
tendency to a gangrene. The vagina, and ex- -
ternal parts were unhurt.  ‘The wterus was
perfeétly found, and contra&ed into a fmall’
compafs, and lay concealed within the cavity
of the pelvis. Nothing remarkable was ob-
ferved in any of the other abdominal wifcera.
‘The contents of the thorax were not exa-
mined.

CASE
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. CASE IL

The fubje, of this diffetion, was
twenty-one years of age, and this was
her firft child. She had a fafe and eafy
‘labour. She was a healthy woman, except-
inga ﬂxght pain in her left fide, and a little
difficulty in breathing, which the complain-
ed of, for a month or fix weeks before fhe
was brought to-bed.. The difeafebegan, on the
fecond, or third day after delivery, with a vio-
lent pain and tendernefs all over the abdomen.
Thefe fymptoms were accompanied with a fe-
ver, and fevere fhooting pains acrofs the pit of
the ftomach and fides. There was a cough and
difficulty in breathing. A vomiting attended,
from the beginning, firft, of a green, and af-
terwards of a dark coloured matter; pretty
much the fame, as was afterwards found, in
the ftomach, upon diflection. The vomiting
continued till death. At firft the belly was
coftive, but afterwards loofe, and the ftools
were fomewhat black and fetid. The 4bdo-
men was a good deal fwelled. The urine
was of a brown colour, and had a crude

brown
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brown fediment. Once the fediment changed
to a whitifh colour, but returned again to a
brown. The tongue was dry, and the thirft
great. The pulfe at firft beat one hundred
-and forty in the {pace of a minute, and was
weak, but, before death, it reached one hun-
dred and fixty, and ‘was fcarcely to be felt.
Profufe fweats came on at the beginning of
~ the difeafe, but as it intreafed they went off.
There was no delirium, fubfultus tendinuni,
nor hiccough. She died, in great agoiies,
on the eleventh day after delivery.

DisseEcTION.

. ‘The abdomen was much tumefied. Upoit
- penetrating into its cavity, there ruthed out
a qﬁantity of fetid air, and a liquor, of the
fame odour, mixed with pus. The omentum
was found in a gangrenous ftate and thin,
having loft the greateft part of its fat. The
mortification had particularly feized the infe-
rior portion of the omeéntum, which was
dragged down, towards the left fide, fo as
to reach into the pe/vis, and, by the diften+
tion of the inflated inteftines underneath,
: was
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was prefled clofe, in that part, againft the os
pubis.  The ftomach and inteftines were
greatly diftended with air, particularly the
former. 'The cecum was alfo much inflated,
but contained little elfe than air: the few ex-
crements, that were in it, were thin, and of
a dark colour. In the ftomach was found a
quantity of thick, blackith fluid. ‘The vef~
fels on the furface of the inteftines and fto-
mach, were, in different places, diftended
‘with blood. The inteftines flightly adhered
to each other, as if pafted together, and {fmall
parcels of a fatty fubftance, of the fame kind
as thofe mentioned before, ftuck faft, in
various places, betwixt their feveral convo-
lutions, and, in fome meafure, glued them
together. ‘The aterus was in a found ftate,
and lay hid, within the pelvis. Both lobes
of the lungs were inflamed, and fomewhat
black, particularly in their moft de-
pendent part. No alteration was found in
~ the pleura. Nothing particularwas difcovered
in any of the other wifcera.

F CASE
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CASE IL

The perfon, who isthe fubje& of the pré-
fent dlﬁeé'tlon, was thirty-four years of age,
and this was her fecond childbirth. She had
an eafy labour, and made no complaints, ei-
ther before or after delivery, till the third
day. She began with a fhivering, fucceeded
by a fever. - This was followed by an .acute
pain all over the abdomen, but efpecially over
the region of the ftomach, fhort ribs, and
down to the fpine. A fhortnefs of breath,
and vomiting attended. The difcharge was
green. 'The belly was neither coffive, nor
loofe She preferved her fenfes entire. No
hiccough, nor fibfultus tendinum came on.
The difeafe terminated fatally, on the fixth
day, after childbirth.

DISSECTION

The belly was greatly {welled. Tf]e fkin -
of the whole body was of a tawny, or yellow-
ith hue. Upon viewing the abdominal con-

tents, the omentum was found greatly morti-
' fied.
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fied. A yellow, fetid: liquor, with & mix-
ture of pusy filled theipiivis, and floated among
the inteftines. The whole inteftinal canal.
was diftended’ with fetid. air, but pamoularly
the great flexure of the cabn. - A generl in-
flammation appeared fcattered, in various
parts, over all the inteftines. The ftomach
was not diftended with flase¥, but lay con- -

- cealed under the liver, which was of an ex-
,traordina:y magnitude. - Tt had pufhedl itfelf,
as it were, high up into the cavity of the
thorax, and carried the dzaphi‘agm along with
it; to which it adhered{o firmly, inits whole
convex furface, as mot to be feparated. In
-the right lobe was found a very extenfivie ab-
fcefs, filled with hydatides, {wimming i in a
fluid which was void of all fmell. The hy-
datides were perfectly round, and of various
magnitudes, from the fize of 2 hen’s egg, to
that of a hazel-nut, ‘They were compofed

~ of a thick gelatinous fubftance, fomewhat of

a brown colour, but pretty tranfparent, and

fo firm as not to be deftroyed by handling.

The reft of the liver appeared to be quite

found. The gall-bladder was pretty large,

and full 'of bile. The tungs were of a re-

- markably {mall fize, denfe, and livid; they
F 2 did
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did not adhere to the pleuya. 'The uterus was
quite contrafted, and lay concealed within
the pefvis: its fubftance - was fomewhat
thicker than ordinary, but of a ﬁrm texture,
and perfedly found,

CASE 1V.

This was her fecond lying-in, and the was
! about twenty-eight. years of age. She had
complained of pains in the abdomen, for fome
time- before delivery, and told her campa-
nions afterwards that the had got a hurt
in her belly, but did not defcribe the
manner how, or the particular part where the
had received the injury. However, the made
no complaints to her phyfician till about the -
firft or fecond day after delivery, when fhe
was feized with a fever, and fevere pain and
forenefs all over the hypogaftric region, at-
tended with a vomiting. The matter thrown
up wasat firft of a yellow colour, but in the
progrefs of the difeafe changed to a green.
A diarrboea came on at the {ame time, which
continued till death. The belly was never
fwellcd but, in a manper, quite emaciated.

The
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“Bhe pain- ceafed, a day or two, before fhe

 died. The ‘difeafe proved mortal on the
elghteenth day after delivery. -

o DISSECTION.

The abdsmen was not tumefied, but quite
thrunk. ‘The viféera being expofed to view,
the whole omentum appeared in a gangrenous
ftate. 'The lower part reached down into the
pelvis, and was entirely mortified, and had
moft offenfive fmell. Its under furface lay
upon the uterus, its upper ftuck, as if glued, -
againft that part of the addomen near which
the mufculi pyramidales take their origin, or

rather a little more to the left fide. - It had
" tinGtured the external furface of the uterus
with a variety of dark brown fpots, fo as to
make it appear variegated, or marbled ; and
had infefted with an actual gangrene the pe-
ritoneum and mufcular fleth, at the place,
above the pubis, juft now mentioned. It had
alfo made an impreffion, of the fame nature,
upon the ovaria, and Fallopian tubes. The
omentum likewife adhered clofely, through
the whole compafs of the addamen, to the
pentona:um above, and the inteftines below, .

as
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as if pafted to them.  On the right fide, in
the iliac region, an abfcefs had formed in the
- fubftance of the omemtum, which, being
opened, difcharged a quantity of purulent
matter. A general inflammation had {pread
itfelf, over the coats of the inteftines, in va-
rious parts, and in fome places they feemed
to be changed to a dufky colour. - The fub-
ftance of the wferus,” notwithftanding the
difcoloration on its furface, upon diffeGtion,
_ appeared altogether firm and found; it
was properly contratted into a fmall com-
pafs, and lay funk within the pe/fvis. ‘There
was no fetid water, nor any other liquor,
found within the cavity of the ebdomen, ex-
cept a very fmall quantity which moiftened
the bottom of the pelvrs. The inteftines,
the omentum, and all the other parts within
the agbdomen, were remarkably dry; much
more {o than in any other body, which I have
feen opened, affeGted by this difeafe. Neither
was there any kind of flatus confined within
the cavity of the ebdomen, or inteftines. Yet
the parts difeafed, in this fubje&t, were con-
taminated with fuch a gangrenous ftench,
as fcarcel_y to be endured.

CASE
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CASE V.

She was thirty-three years of age, and
made no complaints before delivery. She
was fafely brought to-bed, and had an eafy
labour. ‘This was her feventh, or eighth
child. ‘The difeafe began on the third day
after childbirth. There was a violent pain,

and acute forenefs all over the gbdomen, ac- -

companied with a fever. Severe pains alfo
thot acrofs the region of the ftomach, and-
down through the fides. A perpetual pain
affeCted the head. She had, too, a difficulty
in breathing, and a frequent cough. The’
tongue was dry, and had a brown ftreak down
the middle. She had a purging, from the
firft, which continued till death ; and, before
that fatal period, a vomiting fucceeded, but
no hiccough, nor fubfultus tendinum. Her
breath was very fetid, and of {o acrid a qua-
lity as to caufe a tharp difcharge from the
noftrils, for a week or ten days together, of
a perfon who happened to receive part of it
by the nofe, as fhe was attending her. She
did not furvive the feventh day after her de- -

livery,
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livery. She retained her fenfes perfe&l;' to
the end, and expired in great agony.

DissecTioN,

The abdomen was fwelled. Upon laying
open its cavity, the omentum appeared very
much inflamed, and fomewhat gangrened.

All its fatty fubftance was nearly deﬁ'royed
“feemingly by fuppuration, and little remain-
ed, of that vicus, except a thin membranous
web with pretty large veffels, branching over
it, diftended with black blood. In fome
places this thin web was worn, as it were,
quite through ; being found perforated with
‘holes. A yellow fetid liquor mixt with pus,
and minute pieces of a fatty fubftance, were
found in the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis;
but moftly in the latter. The ftomach and
inteftines were greatly inflated, and had their
capnllanes, here and there, diftended with
blood. ‘The latter flightly adhered to each
other, and had the fame fort of fatty fub-
_ftances pafted, in divers places, betwixt their
- {everal convolutions, which have been de-
fcribed above. ‘The lungs were found in an
inflamed
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inflaimed flate.  The wrerus was. quite
found and contraed, and lay concealed
‘within the cavity of the pefvis. Nothing
remarkable was obferved in any of the othex
vifcera, . - :

" CASE VL
- ‘This patient made no complaints befote
delivery, but after her death I learnt that, dus~
‘ring her maiden ftate, fthe ‘had been fubje& to
‘profufe, and dangerous, uterine hemarrha~
ges. Her age was twenty-fix years, and this
-was her fecond lying-in.  She was fafely de-
livered about ten o’cloek in the mornmg, and
was feized the next day about feven in the
evening.. She complained of a violent pain
and great forenefs all over the abdomen, from
the os pubis up to the cartilago enfiformis, at-
tended with a fever. Thaugh the pain was
thus general, yet fome particular parts were
affe@ted more than others. The pit of the
ftomach was the chief feat of pain, the next
‘was in both iliac regions tending upwards to
.the fhort ribs, and the other was dire&ly'
above the fymphyfis of the os pubis. No ri-

gor, or fenfe. of cold, preceded the attack.
G. ‘The
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“The pain, at'the pit Of the fosnach, firck .
‘acrofs the fhott #ibs, and down into the back.
- The belly was very little fwelled 2t the be-
giittinig, but 4 good ‘deal fo befete deaths
yet always remained foft. She had o ypain
in making water. There was no fenfe of
heat, or throbbixg, dbout'the region of the
uterus, or vagina. 'The difeafe began with a
drarrkoea, -and the ‘difcharge was fetid, -and
fiothy. Durmg the whole fate of pregian-
¢y, ‘her body wwas always very coltive. There
wasa ;pain in the heed, prindipally in the
fore rpart. Heor thrivft was very gredt. The
tohgue kept moift, and white, tiH the ddy be-
lfore e died, when ‘it became ired and -dryjs
$Herspulfe from ithe beginhing was very weaks
find beat at the rate ©f a handred and ‘fixty
ties in & minute 5 and at length became fo
quick, and ¥mall, as'not 1o be counted. The
fkin ‘wids temperate.  Somictimes genersl
fwedts broke-gilt, but'in common they were-
pastisd; beinl confined chiéfly to the fics,
tieck, and breaft. The Jckia, for the firft
two-or ‘three days of her diforder, were ofa
ytoper cdlour, 4nd in' fufficient quantity ; -af-
twards they ditninifhed in both, but mever
q’uite feft -her till the dled, She had a very
. {mall
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fmail flow of milk. Her breathing was dif-
ficult: the infpirations were very qu1ck and
foall, and increafed her pains. Sbe had no
fpitting, nor complained of any cowgh, ttll
the was atked very particularly abouyg that
circurpftance, and then the faid {he had 2
little incitement, to cough,now andthen. The
urine at §irk was very high coloured, which
I attributed to the flow of the /lochia; for as
they diminifhed it changed to. a brown co~
lour, attended with a crude fediment, both
which continued till death. She got no ref}
till the fecond or third mght, and was dif
turbed out of her fleep by dreaming that her
phyfician came to her bed-fide, and bade her
put out her tongue, theimpreflion of which was-
fo ftrong, that the immediately put odt her
tongue, and awoke ; her flumbers in general
were thort, and interrupted by dreams of va-
rious kinds. Qn the fourth day, of her dif- -
order, fthe vomited ﬂlghtlx twice ; the difs
charge was fmall in quantity, and of a dark

colour: fhe vomited po more after this ex=

cept once, which was near the time of her
death, and what fhe threw up was very finall
in quantity, and of a dark yellow. Iwas much
furprifed to find that every thing fhe took ftaid

G 2 with
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with her, and that no continual vommng
came on, as is ufual in this difeafe, when it
‘proves fatal, which I could not account for
till the body was opened; when the ftomach
was found fo greatly diftended as to be ren-
dered, in a manner, quite paralytic. She
complained much of wind in her bowels.
The alvine difcharge, at the latter end of her
diforder, was not fo offenfive in fmell as at
firft, It was of a dark yellow colour, very
much refembling the liquor that was after-
wards found, in the ftomach and inteftines,
upon diffetion. She retained her fenfes to
‘within'a very few hours of her death, when
the became fomewhat delirious. The teeth
contracted no foulnefs, neither did the eyes
{uffer that change which is obfervable in ma-
ny other fevers. No hiccough, nor fudfiltus
tendinum came on. The day before fhe ex-
pired, the pains entirely ceafed, and fhe
thought herfelf better ;- but this was only a
prelude to a general diffolution: for the fthort-
nefs in breathing-increafed, the pulfe became
‘weaker and weaker, a cold fweat fupervened,

and clofed the {cene on the fixth day after de-

Jivery !
Di 5
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DISSEQT'ION.

‘Thebody was very mauch {welled. Branches
of veins appeared on each fide, running from:
the groin upwards, and were of a lively
‘green. Upon difplaying the contents of the
abdomen, the {mall inteftines were feen greatly
diftended with air. On ;hc right fide of the
abdemen they appeared of a filver colour, with
their capillaries, filled with - blood, fcattered
here and there over their furface. On the
Jeft fide they had loft a good deal of that fil-
ver brightnefs, had pyt on a dufky
colour, and had their coats more thick-
ened on this fide than the other. That
part of the inteftinal canal lying in the centre
of the abdomen, immediately above the os pu-
bis, laboured under a recent circular inflam-
mation, - of about four fingers breadth dia-
meter, but without any excoriation, or lofs, .
of fubftance, and a quantity of pus was found
adhering to the integuments that lay over it.
No appearance was to be feen of the liver, or
¢colon 5 thofe two wviftera being quite hid by
the great inflation of the finall inteftines, and
_ ftomach,
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ftomach. ‘This laft vzfcus was inflated to an
amazing degree. It came {weeping down
from under the ribs, of the left fide, and
filled the whole fcrobiculus cordis. 1t prefled
{o ﬁ:rongly againft this part, that, when the
integuments were divided, it ruthed out, and -
being confined by the ribs ot each fide,
formed the appearance of a bladder filled with
atr, of. a triangular fthape, its apex pomting
wpwards. ‘The widing of the inteftines ran
up clofe to the bafe of this triangle, and prefi-
ed agamft it. ‘The omentum was dsawn, or
pu{hed quite up, and lay rampled upon the
great arch of the calan. It was very thin,
- little remmaining except its membranous part:
On the right fide, 'a portion of it, extending
from below the fhort ribs, was highly in-
“flamed, and, in fome meafure, gangrened.
That part, on the left fide, which is fixed to
the longitudina} fciffure of the fpleen, was
found in the fame ftate. And.that portion
of the ementum, which is conneCted to the
convex fide of the upper extremity of the
flomach, was alfo much inflamed. A large
veflel, diftended with blood, furrounded the
great arch of the flomach, like a garland, and
fent off branches which {pread thomfclves up~
on
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on the omentem. Minute capillaries hikewife
ran branching from the omentum upon the ex-
gernal coat of the cobn. Towards the upper
extremity of the ftomach, .on the back jpart,
- an inflammation, of an oblong thape, had
‘Taken plaoe, fpreadimg about two or three
. tmuhes. Upon dpening the flomach, its ruge |

wvere found quite obliterated ; it contained a
great deal of air, and a‘quantity of thick Li-
quor, of ‘a dark yellow colotr. The intef-
kines Wil not adhere to each other, neither
wete there deen any of thofe portions of fat,
anunsioired in fome of the former diffections,
adhering between ‘their various circunitvalu-
tions. They contdined a great deal of air,
wnd pretey amuch the fame fort .of fluid s
awds fownid in ghe cavity of theftomach, only
of a thicker confiftense. The liver was of a
{maller fize than common, of a pale co-
lour, as if it had been boiled, and its fub-
ftance was very tender. The gall-bladder
was fmall, and half filled with thin bile.
" 'The uterus was lefs contralted, in this {ub-
je&, than 1 have generally obferved in thefe
cafes, and lay flabby, and loofe, in the cavity
of the pefvis; but, in other refpefts, it was
pesfeétly found. The placenta had adhered

to
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to its upper part, and a dark coloured mucws
lined its whole cavity. Above a quart of
‘yellow liquor, mixed with pus, was found in
the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis. . Both
lobes of the lungs were blackifh, and affe&ted
with inflammation. A pretty large quantity,of
thin bloody liquor, was found in each cavity of
the zborax. On the left fide the lungs adhered,
by a few membranous ftrings, to the pleura,
near the middle of the tdorax, towards the
{pine, but no where elfe. The pleura did
not appear to be inflamed in any part. - Up-
on piercing the pericardium, a good quantity,
ofreddith colouredferousfluid, difchargeditfelf.
A long polypous concretion was found in the
right ventricle, which did not adhere to the
fides, but lay entangled among the tendinous
fibres of the valvule femilunares. :



'PUERPERAL FEVER. g7

CH APQ~IV& ;,
- Of the Cure.v

K1

SH ALL divide the cure into two parts;

Under the former, will be comprehended
the more fimple method of treatment, and

under-the latter the more con':plex o

. ‘The patient, at the begxnmng, is generally
coftive, having had no ftool from the time of
delivery. . If this be attended with the

" mildeft degree of the difeafe, a fimple emol+
lient opening clyfter, will often procure two
or three ftools, and give immediate relief.
1f the inje&ion produce no evacuation, it is_
feldom of any fervice. In fome habits of
body, where the bowels are delicate, a me-
dicine of this. kind will caufe five, or fix mo-
tions. The great advantage of the clyfter is,
'thatitgenerally caufes an immediate difcharge,
without lofs of tnne, which is a matter of
fome confequence in this diforder. ' And if

1t fhould not remove the malady, yet it opens

: - H | thc
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the way for the more powerful means which -
are to follow. ‘The chief obje@ion to clyf-
ters 1s, left their introdu&ion thould hurt
~ the parts fo lately affeéted by the labour.
This may fometimes be the cafe, if a great
tendernefs ftill remain, or if they fhould be
adminiftered by an injudicious perfon ; but,
in general, 1 fcldom hear the patient com-
plain of pain from the ufe of injetions,
They are undoubtedly, at all times, rather
difagreeable, and may, with great propriety,
- be frequently omitted.

If the pattent do not find herfelf greatly
relieved by this fimple treatment; or if'a
clyfter fhould be thought unneceffary, thea
recourfe muft be immediately had to cathar~
tics. A folunon, of the ﬁzl catBarticus ama-
~ rus, in water 3 the olewm ricini; the tartarum
emeticum ; and the wmum antimoniale ; are
what I have found to anfwer the purpofe
beft. The two former, are the mildeft,
.and muft be repeated till they procure a’
thorough evacuation, without which they are
of no ufe. Of the okum ricini, 1 generally
give one ounce at the firft, and half an
ounce every three hours afterwards, tilk

- ~ {ome
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fome effe@ be produced : -but the £irft gran-
tity ‘generally runs through the “bowels

pretty quickly, which is the great advantage ‘
attendmg this medlcme.

"~ When the tarterum mt:mm, or Vinum
antimoniale, are made ufe of, they are to be'
given in {mall dofes, every two or three
hours, till they pafs through the inteflinal
canal ; otherwife they will anfwer no other
purpofe than to amufe the patient, and de-
ceive the prefcriber,  For though they mlght
promote fweat, and thereby cafe the patxem:
for the prefent, yet when the difeafe is vio-
lent, it feldom goes off properly without a
plentiful difcharge by fleol. We aré to
* judge of the evacuation neceflary to be made;

by the quality and quantity of the difcharge, -
the abatement of the pain, and the firength
of the patient. It may not here be amifs
to obferve that, previous to any’ alvine’ eva-
cuation, it is proper to inquire of the pati-
ent, whether the body be eafily foluble or
not; that the nature and dofe, of the cathar-
. tic medicine, may be more judicioufly adapted
to the circumftance of the cafe. o
. H2 Soon
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Soon after ftools have been procured, the
patient generally finds an immediate relief
from pain, kind fweats come on, gentle flum-
bers fucceed, and the pulfe becomes more
calm, and flow. I commonly prefer giving
~ the tartarum emeticum, in a liquid ftate, to
the form of a powder ; becaufe it is more plea-
* fant to take that way, and the dofe can be more,
eafily afcertained. The following prefcrip-
tion may ferve as an example of what 1 mean

B Tart. emet. gr. iv.
Ag. pur. 3vijfs.
Syr. caryoph. rubr. 5{s. Mifce.

Hujus cochleare unum, wvel alterum, protinas
affumendum ; interpofitifgue koris duabus tri-
bufve, idem medicamentum eff repetendum,
donec alvus apt rg/jbmderzt.

After the mteﬁmal canal Is fuﬂiaently
- cleared, and the pain abates, a gentle* diapho-
refis 1s to be encouraged by fuch medicines
as neither bind the body, nor are heéting;
both which are very pernicious. This in-
tention feems beft anfwered by fmall dofes
of zfecaco(mba, tartarum emeticum, or the

’Ulﬂ({m
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—winum antimoniale, combined with a gently
dofed opiate, and given about once, or twice,
in the courfe of the twenty-four hours. In
the intermediate fpaces of time, the phyfi-
cian may interpafe the faline draughts of
Riverius *. Thefe draughts, in order to
‘be of any ‘fervice, fhould be repeated often,
‘and may be given either in the a& of effer-
vefcence, or otherwife, as the prefcriber fhall
think proper. - They may anfwer feveral
purpofes; . they may operate as antifeptics,
and affift in deftroying the putrefcence lodged
‘in the bowels; they may alfo provoké urine,

* The prefcription, of this celebrated author, in his
.chapter on peflilential fevers, ftands thus: * Sal abfinthii
"ad 3j. in fucci limonum recentis cochleari exhibitum”
" But here, in all probability, is a typographic.' error of
- 3j, for Bj. And what feems to confirm this opinior: -, that

afterwards the fame kind of remedy is again propofec ‘or
the cure of the very fame complaint (2 continual vomit. 1)
and comprehends a more perfe& defcription of the medi-
cine, than the former, as follows: *¢ QL Salis abfint. bj.
Jucci limonum  recentis cochl. j. mixta fuerunt in ipfo
. cochleari, & exhibita.” Centur.1. Obf.xv. - And I meet
with' the like quantity of alkali and acid, as in this laft
prefcriptign, ordered in another place of the works of this
“author, Centur. 11. Obf. xcix. The proportion, there-
- fore, which I here mean to recommend, is the quantity of
gue {cruple of the falt, to half an ounce of the juice.

;md
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and help to quench thirft; and they have
this further advantage, that they nei-
ther bind, nor heat the body. 1 have fre-
quently ordered the patient to drink a tea- cup
full of chamomile-tea every hour, which
anfwered, I thought, the above good inten-
tions very well; and, at the fame time,
feemed to quiet any fpafmodic conftriGtions
in the bowels, which the patient might labour
under, and affifted to keep up a regular dif-
charge through the fkin.

If preceding, or during the evacuations
above-mentioned, a ficknefs at the ftomach,
or yvomiting fhould attend, the patient muft,
. firft of all, affit the efforts of nature, by
drinking plentifully of chamomile-tea, warm
water, of any other diluting liquor, fo as
perfedtly to cleanfe the ftomach. And then
the reft of the cure, muft be conduéted, m
the manner recommended above.

' The common dpink fhould be of a mild,
- cooling, and dilutmg nature. 1f the fkin be
dry and hot, the thirft great,’ and fever
- urgent, the liquors may be drunk cold. But
if the patient perfplre, then they fhould be

taken -
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taken lukewarm. Pure water with a toaft
inr it; barley-water, ecither by itfelf, or with
- the addition’ of a Hlittle nitre; whey made -
with fennet ot vinegar ; milk and water; le-
monade ; a flight mfufion of malt *; mint, or’
fage-ted; are the proper kinds of drmk I
have frequently known ¢he patient earneftly
defire a draught of cold fitrallbeer, to which
. 1 have confented, after qualifying it a little
with a toaft; and the generilly drank it with-
great pleafure, and feemingly with advantage, -
finding hcrfelf much refrethed by it. -

' 'Fhe patient muft firidly abﬁun from: a2l
cxudle, {pices, wine, {piritnous waters, Hedt-
ing medicines, and cordials of every kird;-
whether under the denomination of com-
forters, ftrengtheners, revivers, expellers of
wind, promoters of -the lochia, relievers of
after-pains, or under any other fpecious title
whatever, which the good women are too
apt to beftow upon them, and, thus igng-:

_rantly adminifter to the deftruQion of the.
unhappy patient. |

- ® A galion of boiliog wmwr, to a quart of greuad .
n.dt' v . . L
' ' .Rc'ﬁ“
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Reft of body, and tranquillity of mind,
are of the utmoft confequence to all thofe
labouring under the puerperal fever ;3 becaufo
they are always, at fuch ‘times, very eafily
affeted. They fhould be kept as free from
noife as poffible, and thould nat be difturbed
by company. Every piece of ill news, or
any other thing that might give them the
leaft uneafinefs, or furprife, fhould be care-,
fully concealed from them, till ftrength of
body, and firmnefs of mind be fufﬁcxently
reftored. For the fame reafon alfo, too much
light 1s hurtful ; ; the room, therefore, at firft
thould be darkened, and the light. be only
- admitted according as the patient is able to
bear it.  The fame rules thould likewife be
obferved after every delivery, whether the
erfon labour under a fever or not. '
The clothes of puerperal women fhould
‘be frequently changed for clean, - dry, warm
ones; left by retaining a great quantity of
putrefcent fteams, they fhould add fuel to
the .diforder. Indeed neatnefs, and clean-
linefs fhould, at all times, be particularly
attended to, after every childbirth. For this
purpofe, a fhort jacket-like fhift, reaching
« only as low as the navel, as Baron var
SWIETEN
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Swiemen rightly obferves®, might be {3
contrived-as to have a detached piece of cloth
faftened to.it to wrap round the inferiot
parts, and to Be eafily taken off, or put or,
as occafion requires, without fatiguing the
patient. In changing the linen, great care
thould be taken that the accefs of cold aif,
undet the bed:clgthes, be prevented.

All kinds of bandagé, upon' the trunk of -
the body, muft likewife, in this malady, be -
carefully avoided; left by their preffure upon
the tender abdomen, and inflamed wifcera,
they fhould help to increafe the diforder.
And it fhould be alwiys remembered, that
a cornp{'eﬁiou of the abdomen, after any
childbirth, is very prejudicial; for reafons
which will appear more  fully hereafter,
when we come to tréat of the caufes of

this difeafe.

Lét me add, to thefe dire&ioﬁs, that all in-
fants, after delivery, when cleaned and placed.
in béd, fhould always be put to the breaft, as
{oon s ever they begin to cry, or thow

s Comment. in Bo¢rh. Aphor. Tom. iv. pag. 616." -
' I any
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any figns of uneafinefs, though it thould
happen only a few hours after they are born,
This practice is very beneficial, both to the
mother and the child. Itopens the lactiferous
dudts, caufes an eafy and gradval flow of
milk, and often prevents pain and forenefs
of the breafts, which frequently arife from'
an ‘accumulation, and obftrucion of the lac-
teal luid. And,. to a new-born infant, the
mother’s milk is both food, aud phyfic. -

Great regard muft alfo be paid to the flate
of the air in which the fick perfon breathes.
- The room thould be large, and kept very
eool. Frefh air, in warm, or even tempe~
rate weather, fhould be let into it, by an
opening at the windows, or door, every day.
The chief caytion neceﬁ'ary, with refpect
to this laft dlreéhon, is to prevent a thorough
current, or the air blowing diretly upon the
place where the patient lies. ‘The covering, -
upan the bed, fhould be. no thicker then -
what the patient has been ufed to, when in
health. The bed-curtains fhould be kept
pretty open, to give the fick woman an op-"
portunity of breathing a pure atmofphere,
L do not ebje@ to haviag a fire, pro-

. vided
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vided it be not fo large as to over-heat
the apartment. ‘A fmall fire is of fervice
it a&ts as a ventilator, by carrying off the
1mpure air along with the fmokc, and cauf-
ing a qulck fucceflion of freth air into the
rogm. ' Some regard, in relation to thefe
general rules, muft always be paid to cuftom,
A perfon, for inftance, who has always
been ufed to lie very warm, is not to be fo
much expofed as one who has been accuf-
tomed ta lie more cool: yet fuch an one is
not to he kept hotter, after delivery, than

ufual. - The: author does not mean to recom- * -

mend, hut to avoid extremes ; and to be al+
ways guided, according to the different cir-

cumitances of the cafe. -

" The cuﬁom of conﬁnmg lying-in women,

in an over-heated air, and to 3 warm regtmen,
.is frequently attended with the moft fata}
cpnfequence. It renders the whole nervous -

{yflem extremely irritable, creates. thirft, .-

caufes frightful apprchenfions, tremors, pal-
~ pitations of the heart, lofs of fleep, uneafy
- dreams, febrile heats, premature and hurtful
{weats, pains of the head, miliary eruptions
on the fkin, and fevers of the moft danger-
ous. kind. Yet how often do we find this

12 , bane-r
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baneful method put in practice ! How care-
ful ate the good women to ftop up every
'c1cv1ce, and keep out every breath of air!
How. anxious in heapmg clothes upon. the
bed, 15 that the poor patient can hardly
breathe under them ! How cautious left the
curtains of the window, or bed, fhould
be withdrawn ! How obfervant in keeping
up great fires in the room ! And, that thein-

ternal ftate of the patient may correfpbnd
with the external, they take care to give her
very Liberally of warm caudle, with plenty
of fpices, and all the good cordial drinks they
can think of, and thefe to be fwallowed ds
‘hot as the ‘mouth, and ftomach, ‘can well
bear them! If this be not the ‘readieft way
to-caufe inflammations in the bowels, and
other wiftera, and fevers of the worft ten-
dency, in a perfon whofe blood is already
over-heated by a fwift circulation, during.
the repeated pangs, and throes of labgur, 1
know ’ not which is. “But moft certalnly
- this is not the way to check the rapid metion
of the’ blood; to cool the inflamed body ;.
- to quénch ‘thirft; to care an aching head; -
‘and to call forth' {oft ﬂurnbers, and a gentle-
!):e"tthmg through the fkin. Reaﬁ)n, _experi=
[ SR P P I D c encé
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‘ence, the iinfpedtion of the bodies of thofe
who have died after puerperal difeafes, all
plead ﬁrongly agamﬁ it.

\

' Mlllaty fevers, and othcts of the like kmd, .
are reckoned very common to lying-in wo-
men. » Yet I-am perfuaded, from manifold
experience; that thefe fevers are more the
offspringof 2 heated room, and warm regi-
men, as obfeived before’, than of apy thing
peculiar to the ftate of childbed-women. I »
have attended more “than foux‘teen hundred
women, after their -deliveries, .in.. THE
LONDON: LYING-IN HOSPITAL;
yet I do not remember, ever meeting with.
‘an inftance of ‘the miliary fever, inthat
houfe. - This 1 attribute partly, to theicool
regimen that is ftri¢tly enjeined to be ob- .
ferved there; but above all, to the admif~
fion of cool. dir, which is ordered to be let
into the wards, every day, at 3n opening in,
the windows. And probably it is for the fame’
reafon alfo, that I have never obferved in that
excellent AsyLuwm for pregnancy, any pefe-
cbie, vibices, exantbemata, veficule, punéticula,
oF any other febrile eruptions, joined with the

The fc.ver ’
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fovdr of which we arte now treatwg But '
to return to the cure..

After the diforder s abated, or even after
it féams to he gone off, a pasticular atten-
tion myft continue to be paid ta the ftate
of the bowels. Thefe muft be kept gently
open, for ‘fome-time, till the patient be
quite out of danger. And if there fhould
be a relapfe, the treatment muft be the {ame
ds above defcribed, only adapting it to the
frength: of the patient, and the particular
cir¢uniftanices that may happen to. occurs
But 'the’ more effe@tually to prevent a return,
and . to reftore the: weakened bowels to: their
due tone, {mall :quantities of .chamomile-tea,
o a fight infufion of juniper-berries, may’
be drunk, thres ar four times a day, exther.
by themfelves, or with a few drops of the
ekxir vitrisk acidum.. Afeer this, a cool-.
ing .opening diet, with freth air, bark of’
'Peru, and gentle exerkerfc, will conﬁrm the’
cm o NP

Ie mzy pmbably féem wonderf‘ul”that fb
fimiple 4 tieatment, as hath been prefcribed,
thould be powerful enough to remove fo
'_tqrrib_le-a diforder, -And I muft necds own
o it
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- ft hath often been a matter of agieeiible fitrs
prife to obferve how readily the difead,
X very violent, woitld yicld to thas
fimple iethod of cure. Let us from henm.
therefore, draw this ¢onclufion, That it is
not the multiplicity of medicine; but the
knowledge of the caufe, that muft re-
move a difeafe. Hercm lies, the great
mark of dxﬁm&ron, betwixt the phyﬁcmx
and the empiric. . ;

The neadei may oibﬁ:t‘ve,‘ that, m the cute
of this malady, no regasd hath beem paid
to the obftruction of the bcbiz, mor amy
particubsr remedies propofed. for its removal.
A#t fuch notice bath been purpofely omitted.
‘The author confiders the obftru@ion of the
Jockis, as caly the effe&t, not the caufe of
the difeafe. Take away thie caule, and the
efhe® will ceafe.  Or, in other wonds,
cure the dicafe, and the flow of the.
lachia. will tetomm of courfe. I the rather:
infift wpon this, that not even the leafk
pretext may be found, in shas difonder, for.
¢xhibiting emmenagogues, ind uterine rme-
dicines, as they are commonly termed,
{uch as the pylwnvym&a casipofitses, voldtile:

- fales,
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falts, " diftilled oils, fpirituous waters, and
the Likes which are not only ineffetual;
but noxious. The beft emmenagogue;
in a fuppreffion of the lochia, is a cooling
regimen, and 2 judicious regulation of the
alvine ‘difcharge. ‘ o

WE will now proceed to the tr . ment
of the difeafe, in its more irregular, and com-
plicated ftate. It hath already been re-
matked, that a diarrboea will fometimes
commence.at the very beginning *. When
this is the cafe, it is by no means to be
checked; but we are to affift the beneficent
operations of nature, by ordering the patient
to drink plentifully of mild, aperient liquors.
Barley-water with nitre, lemonade, whey
made with rennet or vinegar, thin water-
gruel, weak chicken-broth, a flight infu-
fion of malt, or w drink compofed of a quart
of barley-water with the addition of two
ounces of thejuice of Seville oranges impreg=
nated with one drachm _of falt of tartar, ac~

* Vid. Inftitut, Boerh. §. 1226, pag. 516. .
* Page 9-
cording
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cording to the different circumftances of the
cafe, are proper on this occafion. They
anfwer three good purpofes; they help to
dilute, corret, and expel the acrimony
lodged in the prime wie, which nature is
endeavouring to throw off. If a vomiting,
or naufea, thould accompany the loofenefs,
chamomile-tea thould be glveu immediately,
and drunk- in fuch quantities as to caufe
a plentiful evacuation upwards. And in cafe
thefe methods  thould prove infufficient, to
affift nature in making a thorough difcharge
of the offending matter, recourfe muft be
had to the more powerful means. prefcribed
in the former part of this chapter®. The
neceflity of this muft be judged of, by the
nature and quantity of the difcharge,,
and the relicf the patient rece:veth from;
thence.

If the pain of the hypogaftric regnon
fhould be accompanied with violent ftitches
in the fides, or over the pit of the ftomtach,
and a pulfe that refifts the finger pretty
ftrongly, then bleeding would be highly
peceflary.  The firft quantity thould rarely

* Page §8, 59.
K cxccﬁd
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exceed eight ounces, and, in about fix, or
eight hours afterwards, if the pulfe ftll
. preferve its ftrength, and the pain continue,
the arm thould be tied up again, and a fecond
quantity drawn from the fame orifice. If
that vein refufe to bleed, then a freth opening
may be made in fome other part. We muft be
guided, in our fecond bleeding, by the appear-
ance of the blood drawn, and the particular
circumftances of the patient, confidered both
feparately, and colle&xvely When the pulfe,
and ftrength of the patient, are in fuch 3 ftate
as not to bear much lofs of blood, and yet
indicate fome evacuation that way, cupping
on the fhoulders may fupply the place of
venefeCtion with great advantage. In this

cafe, we thould attend to the rple laid
down by AreTzvus of Cappadocia, and
have the cupping-glafles much larger than
what are commonly made ufe of : “effo au-
tem magna (cucurbita) omni ex parte lata,
dojentem locum ambire valens*.”’ _

»

But it fhould be always remembered
that bleedmg, in the puerperal fever (1 fpeak

* De Morb. Aqut. curat. Lik. 1. cap. x, pag. 92.
with

-
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with fobmiffion) is orly to be confidered
as a fecondary relief, though the firft in point
of time, and that the greateft ftrefs is always
to belaid upon evacuations by ftool. - In the
quantity of bleedings; therefore, allowance
1hould always be made for thefe evacuations,
which muft, at all events, take place.. This
is a very hice point to detertine, and miuft
entirely reft upon the fagacity, and judgment
of the phyfician. An etrot, on eithet fide,
may be huttful ; for if bleeding be neglected,
when neceffary, it may mc1eafe the great
tendency vhich we find to inflathmation, riot
only ini the omentum, but in the lurigs, and
other v fc'em, and if téa much blood be
taken away, it may weaken the patient {0
much, as to prevent het fupporting the other
evacuations. And fromh hence, I imagine,
Weé may account for that contrdriety of opi-
nion, which we rect with, among atithors,
with refpe® to bleeding in general, in
the puerperal fever. Some laying it down
as abfolytely neceflary, and others as ftrong-
y oppoﬁng it.

Were 1 to mtcrpoﬁ: my opinion in this
matter, I would follow the advice of the in-

telligent
Ka
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telligent CELsUs, and not flavithly adhere to
cither of thefe tenets; but be, as it were, of
‘a middle opinion, betwixt the oppofite ex-
tremes*. I would fay that there are fome
cafes where bleeding is very neceflary, and
others where it is highly improper; and
that thefe will depend upon many contin-
gent circumftances which can only be right-
ly underftood by the fkill, and attention of
the phyfician. The beft criterion to judge.
. by, is the pulfe, and period of the difeafe.
If the pulfe be full, and vibrate ftrongly a-
gainft the finger, “bleeding is proper at any
period, and under any circumftance; but
- more particularly fo in the beginning. But
if the patient hath neglected to call in advice
in due time, by miftaking the difeafe for
_after-pains, or any other malady, then let
the phyﬁcian deliberate, and proceed with
caution. For though there may be a flatter-
ing ﬁrength in the pulfe, yet a téndency
to’ a gangrene, in the omentum, and other
vifcera, will often follow foon after, and na-
ture will be hurrying on towards a drarrhoea,
‘which feems to be the only way fhe takes,
in order to relieve herfelf from fuch a terrible
~ difafter. If I muft err, therefore, in this

* In prafat, pag. 12.
” . cafe,
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cafe, and who amengft us is free from error ?
“E_/i enim bec ars conjecturalis, neque refpondet.
er plerumque non folum conjeliura, fed etiam.
~ experientia I” ! let it be rather, I fay, in point
- of bleeding too little, than of bleeding too,
much, and in making up the deﬁcxcncy by'
evacuations by {tool. , .

. To return to the pams in n the fide: T have
' rarely obferved any figns of expectoration in,-
this cafe ; for though there is generally more
or lefs of a cough, yet there is feldom
any wheezing, rattling in the throat, of
{pitting, unlefs where the patxent has laboured
under a pbz‘b ifis pulmonalis, or fome other
complaint in the breaft, before the dlfeafé
came on. . The way by which nature feems
to endeavour to relieve herfelf, is a diarrhoea,
and fweat., She generally excites both thefs
evacugt;ona, from the ﬁrﬁ, and the ﬁ'ooIs
are cornrnonly very fetld '

' ,Guided by her operations, thefe have been
the two outlets I have always had in view;
carefully endcavouring to proportion them
to the ftrength of the patient, and the nature

* Celf: in prafat. pag. 13. '
B .o . of
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- of the alvine difcharge. If the ftools con-
. tinued fetid, I purfued that evacuation; if
they became watery, or better conditioned,
I refrained. The diaphorefis was pro-
moted, by the general methodsabovedefcribed.
Where the pulfe thowed any degree of ftrength
I always began the cure with bleeding, and
repeated the operation according to the cir-
cumitances of the cafe. At'other times, the
pulfe hath been fo very quick and weak, that
I durft. not venture to ordet blood to be
ﬂrawn : ‘

' Bliﬁerfng, under thefé _peripneumonic
circumftances, is always proper, and can
Bardly be difpenfed with. A veficatoty,
as large as the hand, fhould be applied the
very.firft hour, if poﬁible, to that fide where
the pain is moft violent. 1In the fpace of
elght or ten hours, if the pams be not allevi-
ated, another blifter of the fame magnitude;
fhould be put upon the contrary fide. And
if there bé no partxcuhr ftitch, butonly age-
~ueral oppreﬁxon in breathmg, then the plaftet
may be laid between the thoulders ; and after-
wards, if occafion require, firft to one fide
and then to the other. Oily, or fperma ceti,
emulfions, are very proper helps te quiet

any
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any cough that may attend ; but no other
ftrefs is to be laid upon them. Thefe may
“be affifted, by making the patient breathe
over the fteam of hot water, to which a few

" grains of camphire, diffolved in a {mall po
tion of vinegar, have been added.

- In this puerperal peripneumony, when,
the pulfe begins to flag, and the difeafe puts
on a putrefcent ftate, the patient muft be
fupported by cordials. For this purpofe,
the fal corny cervi may be given, joined with
the bark, and foftened with a folution of Jper-
ma ceti, to make them go down fmoothly,
- and nof irsjfate the fayces, or ftomach. Asa

drink, I have frequently ordered C_Lp'r'rpn s
febrifuge fpirit, when properly diluted,
which hg ~dire&s to be preparcd in the
follomng manuner :

“ B 01 fulpbur, per camp. legitinm? prctfarat.
: Vitrioli reét. ’
Salis an. p. .
- Spir. Vzm ret ﬁcarﬂ' trzplam lmrum om-

 tatem d; dﬂ;l/a 1,7

* Vid. A fhort and certain Method of curing continged
Eevers. By Jos. CLuTToN. Edit. 3d. pag, 9.
' o . He

-
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He advifes fo ‘much of this fpirit to be
put to fuch aquantity of clear {pring water,
as will make it gratefully acid, and" then to
be fweetened with fine fugar, according to
the patient’s palate ; and thus you will have,
he fays, as agreeable a liquor, or julep, as can
be defired by a thirfty perfon. I commonly
give it, in the proportion of one ounce, toa
quart of water. It generally promotes
fweat, but fometimes it will rather difagree
with the ftomach. This febrifuge liquor
of CLurToN is fuppofed to be the famous
Punch which is kept as a fecret, by fome
inoculators, and given to lower the fever
when. too violent, and preveiit too great an
eruption of the fmall-pox. :

-From the recommendation of the radix
Jeneka, or polygala Virginiana, in pleuritic
difeafes, I have been induced to try the
efficacy of that root in the cafe now under
confideration ; but have not yet had fuffici-
ent expenence of it, to determine any thing
with “certainty. But if what hath been re-
ported of it holds good, it feems to poﬁ'efs
qualities that may be" ferviceable in this
'complamt. For it 1s faxd to fuperfede, in

: - a great
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a great meafure, the neceflity of bleeding;
to operate chiefly by ftool, urine, and per-
fpiration, without inflaming the body; all
which are the great intentions, according to
my idea, that are principally to be followed
. 1in the cure of the puerperal peripneumony.

When the puerperal fever is thuscombined
with a peripneumony, the difeafe becomes
at once very defperate, and requires the ut-
moft {kill, and attention to fave the patient. It
feems to be no lefs than a general inflamma-
tion of the omentum, inteftines, and lungs,
and fometimes alfo of the ftomach, com-
mencing nearly at the fame time, and dif-
pofed to run quickly into a ftate of gangrene.
Not a2 moment’s time is now to be loft, but
the cure thould commence, with all the
power of art, within a few hours of the at-
tack, if poffible ; otherwife, the diforder makes
fuch rapid progrefs, that the cafe in a fhort
time ‘becomes, in a manner, irretrievable.
This obliges me to repeat, to the attendants
of all lying-in women, what I have men-
tioned again and again; namely, that violent
pams about, the abdemen, coming on foon

L after
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after delivery, if negleGted or trifled with,
will frequently prove mortal !

Sometimes ftitches, and difficulty in
‘breathing, which arife only from flatulencies
in the ftomach, or colbon, will thoot about
the fhort ribs and prove troublefome. They
are eafily diftinguithed from thofe of which
we have juft now been fpeaking, by their
thifting from one place to another, and’
the fmall degree of fever that accompanies
them. They are generally attended with
a coftive body, and go off, after procuring
a ftool, by clyfter or otherwife. If the belly
be open at the fame time, they are eafily
difperfed by a draught prepared with a/z
Jetida, and a few drops of the Thebaic
t1n€ture

If a cough fhould be traublefome, I mean
fingly confidered, or if there fhould be
a violent pain in the head, then a blifter be-
twixt the thoulders generally gives the moft
relief. In the former cafe, fparma ceti draughts
with nitre often affift the blifter, but are
generally too ineffe¢tual of themfelves. A
- ' ' few

~
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few drops of the tinftura Thebaica may fome-
times be added with great propriety. And
now and then 1 have found, after the fever
has gone off and a cough remained with
difficulty in breathing, a f{mall. quantity
-of the tinftura fetida given with a folu-
tion of fperma cets, or gummi Ammoniacum,
of great fervice : and more efpecially, if there
were any flatulent complamts in the ftomach,

or bowels.

When the pains of the aédomen, in {pight
of the general treatment defcribed in the firft
part of this chapter, continue very fevere,
we muft call in to our affiftance external
applications. Fomentations, emollient cata-
“plafms applied over the whole abdomen, blad-
-ders of hot water, foftening oils either pure
or medicated, fteams of hot water conveyed
to the part, bliftering of the abdomen, may all
be tried in fucceffion.

-When the puerperal fever proves very
violent, whether the difeafe be fingle or com-
bined, it generally terminates in a diarrhoea.

: Thxs, however, is to be confidered in no other
L2 light,
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light, than the kind efforts of nature to re-
lieve herfelf’ from the diforder within the
abdomen, and to carry it out of the body,
by means of the neareft emuné&ory; that is,
the inteftinal canal. 'This the boldly attempts,
by a profufe difcharge. Itisthe laft ftruggle,
which nature makes with the difeafe; and
if her ftrength be fufficient to fupport het
efforts, the may come off victorious. And
this brings us to the conclufion, of the cura-
tive part of our difcourfe, after firft confider-
- ing how far art may affift nature, in carry-
ing on this great defign. The chief inten-
tions of cure, in this critical ftate of the difeafe,
are, to moderate the efforts of nature, with re-
fpelt to the profufe diarrhoea; to endeavour
to keep up the wis wite, or ftrength of
the patient; and to corre&t the putrefcent
ftate of the folids and fluids. For this purpofe
an aftringent antifeptic clyfter fhould now
and then be inje&ted. Emollient, diluting, or
nourithing clyfters are, at the fame time, to be
interpofed, as different circumitances thall re-
quire, but fo as not to over-fatigue the patient.
They may be compofed of chamomile-tea, fa
broth, pure oil, becf-tca, or the like. Thlrty

2 ,. grains
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grains of the philonium Londinenfe, with one
grain of the root of ipecacoanka, may begiven,
about once in twenty-four hours, in the form-
of abolus, or ina little fimple cinnamon water.
And an aftringent cordial mixture, may be in
readinefs, to take after every ftool. In cafe of
faintnefs, or great finking, red wine and
© water, with a few drops of the fpiritus volatilis
aromaticus, may be given by way of cordial.
The patient muft be fupported by nourifh-

ment, which fhould be given in fmall quan-
tities and often, as well as by medicine.
Chicken-water, or mutton-broth made weak
and cleared of all its fat, beef-tea, rice-milk,
a little chocolate and milk, or the gelly of
hartthorn, are very proper. For drink
the may take, very frequently, a tea-cup full
of milk and water, or three parts milk and
one of lime-water, or aflight deco&ion
‘of logwood, or mint-tea, rice-gruel, red wine
‘and water, or chamomile-tea; and add to -
‘thefe, at'any time, a few drops of fpirit of
hartthorn. : '

Thefe are the frope_f helps to moderate
the colliquative difcharge, and to keep up the
ftrength of the patient, But the moft capi-

‘ tal.
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tal point of all yet remains: I mean, to cut
off the purulent fomes, the chief caufe of the
difeafe (as the diffetions feem to indicate)
and reftore the tainted omentum and inteftines
to fomewhat of their perfe&t ftate. With
this view, after checking the loofenefs by
the above methods, I have thrown in, be-
tween whiles, as muchPeruvian bark as 1 durft
venture on, guarded by aromatics and
opium. When the diarrhoea returned,
then the bark was omittéd, till that com-
plaint was mitigated; and f{o alternately.
In fuch a dilemma what can the power of
art do more than give nature an opportunity
to throw off, at intervals, the morbid fur-
charge, and, in the intermediate fpace of time,
to endeavour to keep up the vis vite, and -
corre& the remaining putrefcence of the folids
and fluids? By thefe means life may gene-
rally be prolonged, and as there muft be dif-
ferent degrees of the diforder, from the flight-
eft to the moft inveterate kind, it may
fometimes be preferved.

But when the difeafe has arifen to fuch a
pitch, as to render the omentum gangrenous,
to induce a putrefcent ftate upon the intefti-

: nal



PUERPERAL FEVER. 8y

nal canal, and to caufe a large quantity of
purulent, and other morbid liquors, to
float among the wviftera; is it at all
wonderful, that the patient thould at laft
frequently fink under this colliquative dif-
charge?  In fuch a defperate’ cafe, muft
it not require more than the united force of
the whole materia medica, to withftand its
power ! What medicine hath fufficient virtue
to penetrate into the inmoft recefs of the
body, and recover the putrid omentum?
What plant 1s efficacious enough, to heal the
morbid inteftines, to revive the finking ftate
of the patient, and draw off the purulent
difcharge from the cavity of the wbdomen ?
Where is fuch a remedy to be found ?

Dic, quibusinterris, et erss mnibi magnus Apollo™?

s Virgil, Ecl. iii. ver. 104.

CHAP
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CHAP V.

Tbe /éntzmmt.r, of W'rtters in general, re-

lating to the Caufe {f tbe Puerperal
Fwer. : B

0 render this chapter more ufeful,

I fhall frequently depart a little fromi
my ‘main fubje&t, in orderto give the opinion,
of different authors, with refpect to bleeding
in this diforder; which, as obferved before,
is a point of no fmall controverfy.

HIPPOCRATES

HirrocRATES is the moft ancient phyfi-
~c1an, whofe works have come down to us ;and
is therefore furnamed the father of medicine.
He was born in Cos, an ifland in the Archipe-
lago, and praétifed phyfic principally in Thef-
faly and Thrace. He flourithed in the time of
thePeloponnefian war, that is, about four hun-
dred and thirty years before the Chriftian zra.
It is fuppofed to have been five hundred

_years
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years, after his deatb, beforé his works were
colle@ed together, to foro them into a body‘.
"Fhis was done, in the rexgn of the emperor
ABRIAN, by two phyfictans of Alexahdria,
ArTEMIDORUS CAPITO, and D1osCORIDES.
- TheGreek langaage had fuffered fuchachange,
iurmg that time, that though they were
native Greeks, yet they met with a variety
of words which they did not underftand ; and
GALEN charges them with taking too much
liberty in changing feveral words of the
text *. Befides this, it is no difficult matter
to imagine that the firft compilers of the
works of HIPPOCRATES, at fogreat a diftance
of time as .five hundred years, might meet
with a variety of pieces which did not pro- -
perly belong.to ‘him, but, being found in
the fame colletion, might be miftaken for
his, . or at leaft be thought worthy .of being
bound.up along with them. The original
manuferipts alfo, aftet the compllatxon was
made, by pafling through a variety of hands,
and mouldering in libraries for centuries to-
_gether, -muft probably have undergone very
gredt changes.

* Comment. 1. in Lib. Hirrocr. de Natur. Hom,
-, Claarter. ‘Tom. iii. pag. 97.
. M From

AR
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From thefe, and a variety of other circuni-

ftances, the writings of HipPPoCRATES may
not improperly be compared to an ancient

Grecian building of admirable workmanthip,

but much defaced by length of time. Such

as have been defirous of preferving, or repair-'
ing, this beautiful Ionic ftruGture, may be
confidered. as having gathered together the

fcattered ruins, and ftuck them into dif-

ferent parts of the building where they ima-

gined they beft correfponded. Othérs, not
finding materials fufficient to fupply all the

defects, may be fuppofed to have added fome:
of their own carving, or to have fetched them-
from - the ruins of other antique buildings, of
fimilar ftruGure. - Hence the whole becomes-
ftrangely chequered, and patched. Hence

the divifion of the works of HirrocrRATES

into true, - and {purious; hence alfo the dif-

ference of ftyle, the various readings, the

frequent repetitions, and feeming inconfif--
tencies which are to be found in various parts

of his works.

I have frequently thought, if thefe Grecian |
remains of antiquity were ranged into a pro- =
per fyftematical order, with all the various

- readings
2

.....
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readings annexed, and the whole eplivened
by a fpirited tranflation, that it would render,. .
. them much more ufeful, and caufe them to
be more generally read. In the arrangement,

" thofe: parts which, by the experience of

many ages, are found to be true, and to- corre-

fpond with each other, might, with propriety,
be linked together, though in the original
they be found feparate ; .and thof which are
not warranted by nature, and repeated obfer-
vation, might be looked upon as fo muchex-
traneous matter, which did not properly be-
long to the buxldmg,‘ but was merely adven-
titious, and therefore to be placed by itfelf.

This would be reducing the whole works

of Hiprocr ATES te order andtruth, ground-

ed upon. long pra&lce, which is the great
point required. For it matters not whether
fuch a book, or fuch a part of a book,

was~ written by HiprocrATEs himfelf,
or his difciples; by his father, or grand-

_ father; fo long as we can come at a camplete
{fyftem of ancient medical fcience, eftablithed
upon the experience of many ages, and many
mations ! - In collefing the account of the dif-
pafe, whichisthe fubjet of our prefent inquiry,

* Vid. Le Clerc, Hiftoir. de la Medec, Part 1. chap. xxx.
8. 239.
S M 2 out .
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out of the writings of Hirrocr aTes; ¥ it
endeavour to follow the plan here pointed out,
ghat the reader may judge how far it may an-
fwer, and more perfettly comprehend my
meaning. - 1 havealfo marked, for the fake of
the curibus, thofe parts in the Hippocratic
defcription which more pacticularly corref-
pond with. the paffagés in the body of this
treatife, and referred the ong to the other
by marginal notes;

HrerocrATEs Hath plamly defcribed the
puerperal fever, though he hath gwcn no
particular name to it, and fuppoﬁss it to be
caufed by an obftru@ion of the lochia, as we
may learn ffom the following words: Hy
J‘e K wpin oi % an’agals’ (onem) éuyﬁme'rcu
asTe s 7rupe’racwew xl ¢gmmr exfw, xar THY
yagipe y.eya)\m' ehar.  Hy &% Laten au‘rns.
@Ayéely Tay 1o crw/xac, ,uaa)ucrac & By Tis B3 7aca-
v?os \!racua’n xai xaoé‘twaaa AANOTE ¥ ah}\o're, uou
pa'(puv xovie, Kaldairing xal a'ygwrvﬁi, xat VU'}/HGS.
Emeira * ipuépn 7rep.7r7nn éBdaun, Beiv'¢e 7 xatAly
rmgacrae'rau*, xal VT o wples méave, xah xaxod iy

* Kol voypds Foorew, &c. CORDEUS fo ad ‘priecedentia
retulit gt legis. Charter. Tom. vii. pag.goo, = =
* When the difeafe hath been left to nature, I have more

than énce known a didrrhosa (wpetvene about the txmc’herc

mentioned,
MPTq,
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. sdpra EMrore wai ¢m'r¢s nat 838 Oveior o6 w,
- Koi % vaiADG, ol oi-pitrepor oo
, ﬁek\eéhmp;ém, by anym Gapms piveral. Hv J‘c
i, vdussie: Siapposs dvry v gl birresoenst,
aiwa Aogpsic ol xpoderas # ¥, . Spuy ol Augppus
#5u @ ore ral ofiwy im'f’.»h!’wép;uou EMAoTS
AAsimrorres.  Tuloa aviopti qz’gxb[dns 7 Peniiny
wweimet 2y 4 z-gdnwaxgom. 13 Xoinw T8
tgwwa's cgw.&gu wmms wws Togy adoats
mc O ) Y G AR TRl Ty
S pedy oo 2wl .05 w1 gyoliv eYaien:. fn
Preypamidi, 0, ' phiypos. Méd .4 wdng
e 3o ymm ;wé\m’ *ei mw@m
M&.&'rw “Ew WU "Bt & o pﬁsq |
Wﬂm 1w RpariS Wi 5 Py Mgnmm
xoci-Agvpave el w*m) el .?rmm
Mmgﬁvm \nmmm& | c

- Thetext,1 qppmhend, mumu the follpw.,
w'g tfanﬂat;on. S/ werd et Mgm {P“"?A

: Es’enma:aﬂf 8. Chartor. “Teia; vil. mgoo
? Kexgiljevien. M. 8.R. Dbidem. et
U 3-Migiom, -S. Tidm, "~ - -
“ WinSusigie. 4.3 F. TRInD. e
* [lepi Dovetin. a?a-r.charter Tom.¥ii. eap :mmi pag 17 5‘:,
=+ Mepi Tivase.’ zgisr  Chatter. Tom. vid. scap. vxl. 'pag. 752,
]Hsgt D, pdy Chareer, Tom. viis <ap. xlv. -pag. 755,

P”"f)
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perii) non provenit, proximum eff ut febris
cum horrore* oriatur; & ut wenter tumidus*
fiat. - Sin autem eam attigeris, $otum corpus
dolorem fentit, et precipue fi- quis ventrems
attigerit 3; interdum etiam ardor ventriculi 4,
dolorque lumborum 5 urget. . Et cibi fafti-
dium 8, & vigslia 7, & corporis compundéiio adeft.
Pofp b, el quinto vel feptimo. die, aluus
turbatur, & que.excernuntur. nigra Junt 5 &
interdum perquam mali odoris 9 5 & urina eam
afini reprefentat. . Qe fi iaciduizt, welius il
effe- videtur *°; curdque babiti mature ad fani-
Zatem pervenst . Sin minus autem; periculum
erit, ne ei profluvium alvi vebemens fuperves
niret *, & purgamenta puerperis fupprimeren<
turs. Pulfus arteriarum imbecilli funt, inter-
dum verd ctiam celeress modd valentes, mods
exigui . Hec in principiis morbi patitur, &
Jic fé babet 5 ‘interpofito autem temporis fpatio,
cavee partes faciei rubefeunt™s. Ubi ea feri

v Pag. 3. lin. 7. of this treat. © Pag. 9. lin. 3.-

* Pag. 2. lin. 1, o Pag 1q. Jin. 135.

s Pag. 1. lin. y. ** Pag.16.lin. 10.and 32,16.
¢ Pag. 2. lin. 14, and$,10. ** Pag. 9. lin. 8.and83, 23,
.8 Pag. 2. lin. 18. . ¥ Pag.-ro. lin. 23.

¢ Pag. 8. lin, 1a. - . . * Pag. 5. lin. 19,

-7 Pag. 4. lin. 16, . Pag.s. lin. 7.

¢ Pag. 9. li, 3. -

apparent,
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apparent, leves cibi dunds funt *° 5 &, f aliqiid
Juperat, medicamentum catbarticum. forbendum
off 15 fi-quidem bikiofa (wgra) fuetst, squod
bilem purges ; fin ausem pituitofi, qued pitui-
tam. - Deinde locis mulsebribus fomenta **, que
ex odoribus fount, admovenda funt; & que
enollisnt  (parYaxcip) quotidic fuperim-
ponenda™... Siwverd purgatio puerperii mulseris
quafi ad ‘caput, tboramﬂyue & pudmones *,
cum inkpetu Jertur (id enim evenit ) fepe ﬂattm

moriuntur *, fi illic detineatur, -

We have here a pretty accurate and plaify
defcription 6f the puerperal fever, as obferved:
by HiprécraTEs, which, in moft parts,
exaétly wﬂ'efpon&s ‘with - what - has  been’
faid of it 'in .the firft part of this’ tre‘a.nfe.
infomuch :that had both’ defcnptlons been-
writtensabout the fame time, it might have
been difputed.-which author had borrawed

- from the other. But the truth is, weither -
of them, in the leaft tittle, copied from the’
Other, but from mnature alone. Hence'
it is the ﬁmxlanty anﬁ:s' from whlch alfo

i Pag 62.lin,21. and63,t3 ” ,Pag 83 lin. 15

¥ Pag."s8. lm 17. . *® Pag. 2. lin.. 16

1? Pag, 83, fin. 5. 1 W Pag 33 lm 1 o
N o et . l‘ve
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we, may learn, that the opetations of nitare
uper the human frame, in shis difeafe; are
~ the fime in Britaig, agiit Greeces;and eonti-
nue the fame at this day; as they were above
two thoufand yeats dged ‘This is dikewife
a clear proof of the immutability of the
puerperal fewer, that it is am «qriginal
difeafe, and ‘hath. been prevglent: at all
times, and in all glimates, apd yiclded to
the fame method,af cure as haﬁh beoa ‘pre- -

fcribed above

- In colle&ting thedﬁfsqptxoaqf thislifeate,
Qut of the writings .of ‘HippoorATES, it.
may be remarked, by confulting, the origi~
nal, that I have dropped part.of the fentence
which precedes the -wards cﬂtj'yp‘u ﬁlmxeo;.=
as being neatly a merd repetition of what
had been faid -before on this fubje&;.and in-
terrupting the regular. flow of .the defeription.
It foay be faid, indeed, ‘that tlis ‘method
of felecting the hiftory of a diforder, out of
- the works of HirrooRATEs, is  paying:
too great .a deference to amtiquity; and
that, by picking out a fentence here and
there, ah accurate -and complete defeription
of almoft any difeafe, might be drawn up

and prefénted to the reader. To this I an-
fwer,
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- fwer,that it is not.fo, in the prefent.cafes
for I have inferted nothing, in the defcription,
but what is regularly clafled under.the head.
of obftru&ted lchia, the true caufe, in the
opinion of -HiPPQCRATES, of the malady
under confideration. In a word, ‘1 have
done nothing more than brought together,.
the different parts of the defcription, into.
one point of view,- which in the original are
feparate and diffufed, in order to place them:
in a ftronger light; a piece of juftice, in my .
opinion, due to the divine old man, whofe

, concife manner of writing does not favour
tautology, how much foever it may have crept .
into fome parts of his works.

 Anno Dom. 1000. AVICENNZE, canon medi~
cine. Per Fabium Paulinum Utinenfem:
' Venetiis, 1608. tom. i. lib. 3. fm. 21,
traif. 2. cap. 33. v

The true name. of this author is Abox
dlz Al Houffain, Ben Abdallah, Ben Sina,
that is, father -of Ali Al Houffain, fon of
Abdallah, fon of Sina; commonly called

N by -
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by the Mufulmen Eb’n Sina, and by the
Europeans AVICENNA, the name by
which this Arabian phyfician is generally
known. He does not enter into a particular
defcription of the puerperal fever, but fpeaks of
it in general terms, together with the obftruc-
tion of the menfes; though the title of his |
chapter is, « De difpofitionibus enixarum.” He
feems to attribute it to a retention of the
Jochia, and to afcribe the fame effe@s to this,
as to an obftruéion of the menfes. < Perdu-
cit retentio menflruorum, inquit, ad febres
pravas, et ad apofiemata prava, et mul-
toties accidit ex itura ex partu difficsh. Et
quandoque accidit eis (enixis) inflatio ventris,
et fortaffe moriuntur.” For the cure, he
advifes fumigations; and, if thofe do not an-
fwer, then bleeding in the faphena, and
adds, ““ez phlebotomia, vene curvature poplztz:,
‘eff fortior.” ~ '

1560. The byrth of mankynde, otherwyfe na-
med the womans booke. By 'THoMAs RAy-
NALDE, Phyfitian. 1560.booke i1, cap. vi.

This book is a tranflation from the Latin.

‘The original is faid to havc been written in
-High



PUERPERAL FEVER. g9

nghDutchbyEUCHARIUSRHODION,WhOfe
work was in great efteem all over Germany;
and, about the year 1535, was tranflatedinto
Latin, and other languages, and became uni-
~ verfally the woman’s book over 3ll Europe.

- ‘The author of this performance fuppofes
that fevers after delivery, may be owing
either to an obftruttion, a too great flow
of the /lochia, or a laborious birth. < It
1s alfo to bee underftanded, fays he, that
many times, after the deliveraunce; hap-
peneth to women other the fever, or ague,
or {welling, or inflation of the bodye, other
tumblynge in the belly, or elles commotion
or fettehnge out of order of the mother or
matrix. Caufe of the which thinges, is
fometimes lacke of due and fufficient pur-
gation and clenfynge of the (Jochia) after

- the byrth, or els contrarywyfe, over muche

flowinge of the fame, whiche fore doth weak-
- enthe woman. Alfo the great laboure, and
ftyrrynge of the matrix in the byrth2
Nowe feinge then that it enfueth by fo.
manyfolde occafions 'and caufes, it fhal

‘be metc that women m thxs cafe be nothmg

¥ Fol. 73
.Na athamed
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- sfhamed ne abathed to difclofe their minde
unto expert phyfitians, - fhewing theém every
- thynge in it, as they knowe whereupon it
thoulde come, fo that the phifition under-
ftandinge the womans mynde, maye the
foner by hys learnynge and experience confy-
der the true caufe of it, and the verye reme-
dye to-amende it*.” '
1602. FEL1C1S PLATERT, praxis medica. Ba-

. filewe, 1656. tom. 11, cap. xiil. De ventris da~
~ lore. .

" This ingenious writer is of opinion that
pains after childbirth are frequently occafion-
ed by the cold air rufhing into the cavity of
the wterus, immediately after delivery, and
' diftendingit. Butthegrand caufe, of the fymp-
toms accompanying the puerperal fever, he
attributes to an inflammation of the wferus.
 Imprimis wero ex partds diffcultate, ok
Jummum dolarem € conatum, uterus frequen-
ter inflammatur s tuncque vel faetu aut fecun-
dina remanente, aut bifce exclufis, ab fubortam .
inflammationem, dolar & febris urgent : cau-
]ague bac non minima g/i, guod puerpere vel

v

_‘\ FO!. 771
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- in_partu, vel poft eum, adeo dolent, & perick-.
tantur, cum fecundine folius retentio, boc tam
Subito minime faceret fic uti bac, que fequitur,
inflammatio illas . afficit, & precipuas mortis
caufa exiftit 5 nifi boc ob largam fanguinis pro-
Sufionem, in partu extra uterum, wvel in illum
Jactam accidat 5 adeo ut dolor qui poff partum
muliertbus evenit, non tantim, ob aérem illap-
Jum, utd dictum, fed & banc inflammationem,
Jrequenter fiat: quorum ille tamen folo dolore,
bic .verd gravioribus accidentibus, majorique
periculo affligit .7

1634. DANIELIS SENNERTI, opera. Lug-
duni, 1656. fom. iii. lib. iv. part.ii. fect. vii.

~cap. Xi. De febribus & morbis acutis puer-
perarum.

He fays that puerperal fevers arife, either
from a fuppreffion of the lochial difcharge,
or,an accumulation’ of noxious humours,
during the time of geftation, which are put
in motion by the fucceeding labour. - ¢ Fedres |
autem ille omnes, mquit, & duabus caufis pro-
veniunt, vel & lochiorum  fuppreffione, aut im-
minuta purgatione, vel ab bumorum vit:z}g/?) ap=

* Pag: 533.
- paraty,



)

A TREATISE o~ THE
paratu, tempore gefiationis cumulato, & in partu
agitato. Nonnulli quidem etiam nimiam lochiorum
purgationemaddunt. Sed ea caufi vix fola febrim
excitat, [ed latentem cachochymiam argust *.”

He obferves that bleeding, in thefe fevers,
may be performed with great propriety, if it
be indicated, and the ftrength will permit of
it; and that if there be, at the fame time, a
fuppreffion of the lchia, it muft by no means
be omitted. Butif, on the contrary, there
be a fufficient difcharge from the uterus, he
_ then thinks it is beft to leave the whole work

tonature. He gives the following direions,
as to the veins moft-proper to be opened up-
on this occafion, and puts them under the
head of a query:  Que wene in puerperis
pleuritide laborantibus aperiende funt 2 Diffen-
#unt de boc walde medics. Ex hac difficils
controverfia ut nos expediamus, primd, quod
Jeepe  dictum, hoc tenendum, febrem hanc
non effe fymptomaticam proprié dictam, “qualis
ex bubonibus & fimilibus inflammationibus in-
" terdum excitari folet, fed comitatam, que ni-
mirum primaria eft, comitem tamen & fociam
babet inflammationem, dum natura partem
materie, qu& febrem excitat, ad pleuram,
* Pag. 749

‘ vel
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vel etiam ad aliam partem detrudit. Se-
cundd naturam bic errare, & vitiofam eva-
cuationem inflituere, dum bumorem vitiofum,
quem per uterum expellere debebat, ad pleu-
ram wvel aliam partem fuperiorem deponit.
Tertid, ea de caufa nullo modo nature hunc
motum vitiofum adjuvandum effe; id quod

.- fleret, fi vena flatim in brackio ejufdem lateris
‘aperiretur: fed potius fanguinis ad uterum,
per quem in puerperis natura relte agens eum

" ¢évacuat, motum adjuvandum vel concitandum,
wend in talo vel poplite apertd. Neque, quem
cafum ponit Varandeus, facil} feri pateﬂ, st
Sluxus lochiorum nimius cum pleuritide conjunga-
tur 3 cam fi fufficiente quantitate fieret bac eva-.
cuatio, ad pleuram fanguis non rueret. Sit
tamen, ut.boc accidat : tamen impetus fangusnis,
et bumorum proculdubio \tum copioforum, non.
ad fuperiora convertendus. Multo minus, fi,
cim lochia naturaliter fluere videntur, pleuritis
excitetur 3 vel flatim. & brachio ejufdem lateris
vena aperienda, vel expectandum & videndum,
an ab ifla evacuatione pleuritis minus poffit,
\guod. itidem vult Varandeus. Etenim juflam:
evacuationis bujus menfuram definire non ita

Jacile eft, eaque non nifi ex tolerantia fumine

afiimari. potefl. Itague etff fic fatis copios?

Janguis
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Janguis poft partum fluere ‘wideatur, fi tamen
pleuritis accedat, argumento eft, naturam non
Jufficienter, neque omnes quos debet, bumores
per uterum expellere, Jfed partem eorum vitiofo,
conatu ad pleuram, el aliam partem depellere.
Ideoque ut ab iftis conatibus natura avoce-
tur, nullo modo in brachio wvena aperienda,
quo modo conatus ifte” adjuvaretur Jed ' in
crure vena aperienda, ut totus nature, quod
vitiofum € moleftum ef, expellere conantis im-
petus ad uterum convertatur, & natura, ad
partes fuperiores [anguinem movere defiftat.
Neque etiam, an fubfecutura lochiorum evacu-
atio vitiofum illum motum nature emendare &
revocare poffit, expectandum, fed fiatim natura
Jfuo ab inflituto avocanda, nec nature Vitios
agenti res committenda, ne dum medicus
otiofus [pectator ¢ff, illa in inflituto fuo pergat,
& iza malum augeatur. Quartd, fi poft venam
in talo, quod commodiffime fit xat’ i&w, apertam,
pleuritis nibil minuatur, Jfed dolor & diffs-
cultas fpirandi perfeveret, vel etiam augea-
tur, non quod wult Maffarias, ‘in venarum
in crure feltione perfifiendum ; cum ille nihil
aliud quam revellere, nullo verd modo ex parte
affelta derivare queant, quod tamen in morbo
periculofo ut fiat, neceffarium ¢t Si enim

wend in crure Jecld pleuritis mon minuatur,
4 » vel
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vel etiam augeatur, indicio ef materiam’
fia jam . parti affedie. inberere, ut - verfus’
uterum ampliss revelli “non queat. Ideoque
weria tum in bracbio ejufdem lateris aperienda,
ut fanguis é loco affecto vicinifque partibus eva-
cuetur . & derivetur 5 quod nifi fiat, égra in
vite periculum conjicitur. Neque metuendum,
ut boc modo natura & motu ordinario verfus'
uterum avocetur; cum eéi incommodo per venam’
n crure apertam jam obvium itum fit: & fi
aliquid omnino periculi metuatur, frictionibus’
& cucurbitulis cruribus appofitis, dum wena
Jecatur, id pracaveri poffit; interdum etiam’
tempusiillius evacuationis maxima ex parte jam’
prﬁreg‘ierit, interdum verd, ubi natura planeY
vitiosd agit, vix motus quem omifit, re‘vocarzr

poffit, \& propterea vices. ejus ven® in crure
apersa fuppleverit, ut poftea fine periculo, parti
affelte & pleariti, vena propz'ore -aperta,’
ﬁccaurnpqﬁt"" c S

164,0. LazAr: RyverIr, opera medw) uni-,
“ 'vefﬁ Francofurti, 1674. . lib.. xmg ,cap., g
- xxii, «De fupprqﬂzme locbzorum. Jii N

WRiw e 21

" Our author, LazARvS DE LA vamkna. '
commonly called RIVERIUS, foppofes the.

)

* Pag. 751,
Q puerperal .
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puerperal fever to be owing to an obftrection
of the /ochia; and obferves; thar the happy
fuecefs of childbearitig doth principally
depend upon a proger flow thereof.. He_
follows SENNERTUS in afcribing certain
ichpurities  to the blood eollefled inm
the veins of the uferms; and other patts
of the body; during the nink months
going with child; ard in fuppofing them ta
be purged off by this difcharge: Hence if
it be fupprefled, or diminithed, infinité dans
gersy and calamities are faid to drife § fuch as,
acute fevers, phrenfies, madnefs, mélancholy,
quinfies, pleurifies, pefipireurnonies; inflam=
mations of the wferss, and - mahgnanq
tumours, ‘The eaufes..of this fuppreffion
he efcribes to & too -great thickie(s of
the blood; a ndrrotvnefs or obftruiion  of
the veflelsy cold air,. inadvertently reedivéd
into the wferus, which clofet the orfoed
of the veflels ; taking cold at the feet, drink-
ing of cold waret, fesr, terrouf, grief; afrd
other paflions of thé mind, which withdtaw
the courfe .of the blood from the azérus.
- His chara&eriftic fymptoms, which attend
this fappreftion, dré, a fwelling of the belly,
palh affﬂe lower paﬂ oftm abdomen, loins,
¢ and
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and groin; rednefs of the face, diﬁipulty in
breathing, perturbation of the eyes, rigors,
fevers, faintings, and other fymptoms related
above. For the cure he advifes, emolljen
opening clyfters, and cupping-glaffes to be
fixed to the groin and h'ips, both with and
without {carification. If thefe means are
of no effe, the veins about the knees, or
in both the thighs, are to be opened, or the
hemorrhoidal veins, if nature feem to point
that way. But if this fever be attended with
a total fuppreffion of the /lochia, then 3 vein.
muft be opened in the arm.

1662. THomzE WILLIS, ofera omnia.
Amflelodami, 1682. cap. xvi. Deg pur-
perarum jebripug:

He begins this chapter with obferving,
that the feyers of lying-in women are attend-
ed -with pauch mose danger, than thofe
which happen j» comman, and that they
diffes very materially both from a fimple, and
puttid fimachys. The antecedent caufes
of thefe feyers he fuppofes, with SENNER TUS
and RIVERIUS, to be a deprayed difpefition
of the ‘blood, from the long fuppreffion of

O2 the
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the menftrual flux, during pregnancyd
or fronmi fome evil affeftion of the uteras
after childbirth. By thefe means he imagines
that the blood is put in motion, that its ful-
phureous parts are exalted, rendered inflam-
matory, and imbued with fermentative parti-
cles, 1o as to difpofe it towards putrefation,
and to impoifon, as it were, the nervous fluid,
and render it hurtful to the brain, and to the
whole nervous fyftem. Thofe kinds of evil,
he fays, being imprefled upon the blood,
ought to be purged off by the flux of the
Jockia; but if, after delivery, this difcharge
thould be fupprefled, a purification is prevent-
ed, a general corruption takes place, and in-
fects the whole mafs.  Convulfive afféGtions,
alfo, arife about the uferus, which are com-
municated to other parts ; inordinate motions
are ftirred up in the juices, which frequently
confpire either to the produltion, or the
exacerbation of the fever. ‘The evident
caufes, which tend to induce this change
- upon the body, are faid to be various. Such
as, a painful labour, a folution of continuity
about the wterus, a bruife, a retention of
fomething which ought to be evacuated,
: : an.
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- an ulcerous difpofition, and many othcr aciit
dents of thelike kind. .
As to the cure;-if bleeding be indicated;
and there be a fullnefs of blood, and a very
acute inflammation in the diftempered part;
‘he advifes ‘a vein to be opened in -thefoot,
or to take away blood, from the ‘hzmor=
rhoxdal veins, by leeches. But if neceﬁ'xty
‘urges, the operation may be performed in
the arm, and if a fecond bleedmg be required,
# may be done in the leg. He concludes;
‘this part of the cure, with this precaution,
that a vein is not to be opened without great
deliberation ; for unlefs it bring prefent help
(which he has rarely known it do) the pulfe
xmmedlately becomes more weak, and' the
patient is made worfe.

1667. Francisct DE LE Bog, Syrvii,
pmxt.r medica. Amflelodami, 1674. Izb m
' wp vitl. De lochiorum witiss. '

~ This phyﬁman, likewife, afcubes the puer-‘
peral fever to a deficiency of the lochial flux.:
A: total {uppreflion, he fays, cannot happen
without greatly endangering the lifeof the pa-
tient. ¢ Retentus ngmquetunc in uteri fubfian-
T ' ta
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tia caverngfz Janguis, mox ibidem coryumpitur,
ac inflammationem, abfeeffum, ulcus, akiaque mala
Plura fucceffive producit*.” He thipks if
there has been a large difcharge of blood
3t the time of delivery, and a ftoppage
afterwards, that it thould not be termed a
fuppreflion ; becaufe, in this cafe, what qught
to have come away, in the caurfe of nature,
after delivery, 1s preternaturally di-fcharged _
immediately after childbirth. Cold impru- -
dently received into the cavity of the wterus,
- gt the time of labour, or applied externally

to the fkin, is fuppofed chiefly to conduce
to this tatal fuppreffian.

When the diforder arifes from cold, he.
advifes aromatics impregnated with a volatile
falt, and uterine medicines, efpecially fuch
as promote fweat. But when a fever is
excited, by this fuppreflion, he admonithes
the prefcriber to be very careful in the ufe
of thefe aromatics, left they fhould increafe
the febrile heat; and direéts them to be quali-
fied by the addition of acids, fuch as diftill.
ed vinegar, fpirit of falt, vitriol, and the
Lke. ‘This is the more remarkable in

+ Pag. 329.
SyLvivs,
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SyLvivs, as he is generally condemned
for preferibing volatile al¢aline falts, in
fevers, and afcribing their caufe to an acid
But I mutft do him the juftice to fay, that,
in the cure of this difeafe, his rules are
generally laid down with great aecuracy,
and judgment. ,

668, Trais des maladies drs fommes groffes,
. Par Erangors MavricBavU. A Parss,
1721, tows 1. K. Tl cap. vidi. &m .

- Pains after childbirth, ﬁys our au&hor,
are frequently - occafioned by the " fudden
fuppreiﬁen of the Jlockia, the matter of
which c-hokmg up, as it were, the w}wh
fubftance of the wrerus, and there ftagnating,
taufes a great diftention of the part,. and
an mﬂama:auon, which communicates. it-
felf, by .means of the perztomm, ta
the whole hypogaftric region; whxch
hence becomes inflated, difiended,, and
extremely haed, and, if the complaint be
not foen . removed, it frequently proves
fatal in a very, thort time. When things
are thus circumftanced, he recommeuds ,
ppemug clyfters, and the application of warm

and
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bad aperitive ‘fomentations to the pudenda:
Thefe are to be aflifted by venafe&lon, ’
which he prefers fometimes .in the foot,
{ometimes in the arm, and reafons upon it in
the manner following : :

. “La fa;gzzee du:bras doit étre quelquefois
preferée a celle du pied, & dautrefors :celle
du pied fo fait plus firement que celle du
bras: icomme par exemple, fuppofons une femme
Jort replete d’bumeurs, &8 principalement de fang
~ dans toute babitude, .qui. ait une fuppreffion
de fes vuidanges, caufée par Pobfiruction des
varffeaux qui les devroient laiffer écoxler, pour
raifon'de quoy une inflammation de matrice luy -
- Joit furvenué, ayant outre cela utie ghsffe fitvre;
& une grande difficulté derefpirer, ainfi qu'il
arrive ordinairement en ces rencontres: Il eff
tres-certain que ﬁ on ﬁzzgnott‘ dabord - du pied
cette femme, qui eff extrémement ‘plétbortgue,
on attireroit vers’ la matrite e S grande
a&ondam'e de ces bumeurs, dont: Youte Phabitude
regorge, que fin zrgﬂammalwn én feroit beauconp
augmentéey & par conjéquen# Yviis lis acciders
de la ‘maladie: "Mais il wvandivit: bien mieux
en ce cas, df jemplrr ou plittét Pbabitude pdwlu
Jaignéedu bras premzerement, laguél/e oh réitere-

roit mé'ma deux ou trots jo'u s'il étort ﬂmﬂmre 3
apre:
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apreés quay les plus preffansaccidens étant en par-
tie diminuez, on pourroit fort @ propos venir &
celle du pied; car par ce moyen la nature qus
étoit prefque accablée fous le faix de I'abondance
des bumeurs, en étant allegée d’une partie,
domine& regit plus facilement le réfle: Mais au
contraire, Sily a_fuppreffion de vuidanges, fans
apparence de grande plenitude au corps, & fans

- aucun notable accident, pour lors on peut
pratiquer d'abord la faignée du pied, fi on le
ﬁubaete Neanmoins je trowverots [fouvent
plus & propos quelle fit précedée de quelgn’
une du bras, pour dégager par ce moyen plus
promptement Ja poitrine, a laquelle on dost par-
ticulierement avoir égard em cette occafion.

C'eff pourquoy je ne fuis pas de Dopinion de
Mercurial, qui vewt quen toutes fuppre/~
Jéons de vuidanges on faigne todijours dabordls -
Jemme du pzed & non pas du bras.*”

1682, THOM = SYDENHAM, opera univerfa.
Lugduni Batavorum, 1726.

The faithful SypENHAM hath no where
exprefsly treated of the puerperal fever,

* Chap. x.pag. 418 :
3 ~ unlefs
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unlefs the pofthufnous work, under the
title of Proceffus integri in morbis fere omnibus
curandis, may be afcribed to him. There
the difeafe is fuppoefed to arife from a fup-
preflion of the Jochia, and is faid to be ac-

‘compamed with a fwelling of the belly;

a dull pain in the lower part of the abdomen,
loins, and groin ; rednefs of the face; a dif-
ficult refpiration; a wild look; thivering ;
an acute fever; famtmg, "~ cold {weats;

pulfation and heat in the wferus’; a palfy in

thelower parts 3 and fometimes an epilepfy™.
But as this piece was not publithed by our
author I will take no further notice of it,

- but pafs on to his genuine works, where he

has delivered his {entiments pretty plamly
of the caufe of fevers after delivery.

In his epiftolary differtation, to Dr. CoLg,
he obferves, that fome women of delicate

- conftitutions, by rifing too early after child- .

birth, will be feized with the hyfteric
diforder which, in that cafe, brings on a
total fuppreflion of the /ochia, fucceeded
by a numerous train of {ymptoms which
foon prove fatal, unlefs prevented by great

* Pag. G1o. |
tkill



PUERPERAL FEVER. I

fkill and diligence. He likewife takes no-
tice, that a fuppreffion of the /ochiz is fome-
times followed by a fever, ‘which either par-
takes of the then reigning' epidemic, or pro- |
ceeds immediately from it. And adds,
that the fame hyfteric diforders which
firft occafioned the fuppreffion of the lchia,
rage now more violently, and, as it were,
‘generate  themfelves afreth. ¢ Locbra,
inquit, primum imminuuntur, deinde fiffuntur
penitus; quorum fuppreffionem prematuram
linga fymptomatum feries excipit: que, nifi
permagna tam diligentia, quam in medends
peritia, intercedat, a&gram brevi perimunt.
Nonnunguam poff lochiorum fuppreffionem in
Jebrem incidunt, que wel in earum, que tum
graffantyr, epidemicarum cafira tranfit, vel
ab ea fola pendet origine. Adde quod iidem
adfeélys lzyﬂerici, quibus lochiorum _fuppreffio in
primis debetur, jam magis Jeviunt, tamquam
ex fe denuo nati*.’

Here that excellent phyfician (I fpeak with
reverence) feems to have loft his ufual
fagaeity, and not rightly to have dxﬁmgmt’hed
fymgmms of the puerperal fever, from thofe

* Pag. g21, 423.
P2 of -
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of the hyfteric difeafe, but to have confound
ed them together. He might probably be
led into this error from what he had obferv-

ed of the hyfteric difeafe, namely, that it

o~

could aflume almoft any fhape. ¢ This
difeafe is not more remarkable, fays he, for
its frequency, than for the numerous forms
under which it appears, refembling moft of
the diftempers wherewith mankind are af-
flicted. For in whatever part of the body it
be feated, itimmediately produces fuch fymp-
toms as are peculiar thereto: and unlefs
the phyﬁcxan be aperfon of great judgment
and penetration, he will be miftaken, and
fuppofe fuch fymptoms to arife from fome
effential difeafe of this or that particular part,
and not from the hyfteric paffion®.” He then
enumerates the apoplexy, hemiplegy, con-
vulfions, c/avus by/ierzcu:, palpitations of the
heart, cough, pains refembling the iliac.
paffion, a vomiting of grecn matter, or of
an uncommon colour, the jaundice, a nephri-
tic paroxyfm, a diarrboea, a finking of the
{pirits, pains of the face, teeth, fhoulders,
back, hands, thighs, and legs, asbeing all

. ] ?ag. 38_8'
" fubje&
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fubje to its influence : and concludes with,
obferving that DEMocRITUS, In Writing
. to HirrocraTES, did not without reafon
affert, that the zterus was the origin of fix .
hundred evils, and innumerable calamities !
Is it then much to be wondered at, that a
diforder, appearing under fuch a variety of
_forms, fhould, for once, deceive even a

SYDENHAM ? ‘ '
" To remove a fuppreffion of the lchia,
he orders the woman to be confined to
her bed,-an hyfteric plafter to be applied
to the navel; and prefcribes an eleCtuary
compofed of the conferve of Roman worm-
wood and rue, troches of myrrh, caftor,
faffron, volatile falt of fa/ Ammoniac, and
afa fatida; of which the quantity of a large
nutmeg is to be taken every three hours,
drinking after it four or five' {fpoonfuls of
a julep prepared with equal parts of the
diftilled water of rue, and compound bryony -
water*. I will not take upon me to fay but
that fuch edged tools as thefe, to provoke the
Jockia, might be very fafe, in the hands of
eur Engliih HiprocRATES, but this Iwill

* Pag. 423.
venture
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venture to fay, that they are not at all well
calculated, for general ufe, to remove an
frution of the lchia, for very obvious
reafons which have already been reeited
when treating of the cure. Indeed, 1 have
taken notice of this paflage with no other
view, than to put the incauttous reader upon -
his guard; left, confiding in fo great an
authority, he fhould be too apt to have re-
courfe to fuch dangerous engines as thefe,
upon any fuppreflion of the lochial dif-
d}&rge.. ‘

1708. HERMANNI BOERHAAVE, aphors, fzm
de cag:zq/émdu & curandis morbis. Lug—
‘duni Batavorum, 1737. Morbi puerperzz.
aph. 1329, Te.

o he caufe of the puerperal fever, accord-
ing to this illuftrious profeflor, is a retention.
of the /Jochia, about the time that the ferous
milky nourithment is making its way,
from the newly contrated veflels of the -
uterus, tawards the breafts; whence number~
* lefs fymptoms arife, and of the weorft nature,
according as the /lochia are carried, and
thrown upon different vifcera: fuch as, -

phrenfies
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phrenfies, pleutifies, peripneumonies, quin-
fies, inflammations of the diaphragm, breafts,
liver, ftomach, caul, mefentery, fpleen,
kidnies, and inteftines; as alfo, dyfenteries,
colics, ifiac . paffions, apoplexies, pal-
fies, and a great many other dangerous evils.

To prevent, or remove thefe complaints,
he advifes gentle anti-acid remedies to theath
, the acid ferum; foft diluents; the mildeft fpe-

cific aperients, from the moderately cordial, -

-uterine clafs; topical deobftruents, clyfters,
foméntations,’cataplafms, plafters, liniments,
cupping-glifies, peflaries, and fuppofitories.
He thinks that bleeding fhould never be
- pta&ifed, in thjs difeafe, without the moft
urgent neceflity; but ‘does not fpecnfy the
nature of fuch neceflity. And laﬁly, he
cautions the phyfician from treating the
above fymptoms, as if they were original
acute difeafes.

1716. Criticon febtium: or, a critical éffay on
JSevers. By EDwARD' STROTHER, M. D.
London, 1718. cbap. ix. pag. 212 The
puerperal fever.

"This i is the firft wnter, I have met thh.
Who glves the name of puerperal fever to this
: diforder.
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diforder. He fays that it is preceded by‘
fymptoms corfimori to other fevet‘s; that its
dlﬁmgulﬂnng marks are, pains in the hypo-
gaftric reglon, aba’omen, and loins. He fu-
fpe@s it to appertain chiefly to the clafs
of inflammatory fevers; and fuppofes it to
be caufed by a fuppreﬂion of the Jochia.

1720. Friperict HoFFMANNI, medicind
rationalis fyftematica. Hale Magdeburgice,
1734.

It is not very evident whether this celes
brated phyfician claffes the puerperal fever
~under the head of an inflathmation of the uze«
rus, or the hyfteric difeafe. An inflammationt
of the uterus, he fays, is owing to an unequal
~ circulation of the blood through the uterine
veflels; namely, the capillaries being filled,

and obftru&ed, by a fpafmodic conftriétion,
" the blood is carried with greater velocity
and force through the contiguous minute

veflels, and their lateral branches, which
in common do not admit the red part of
the blood; whence arifes tumor, rednefs,
and fenfe of heat, with a compreflfion and
srnitation of the nervous coat.  Among the

- 4 generaf
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- general taufes, which eonduce to an ins
flammation of the uferus, he enumerates
a plethoric and bad habit of body, a fuppref-
fion of the lochia, a copious flux of blood to
the uterus, a laborious birth, paffiens of the
mind efpecially anger and terror, vehement
efforts to vomit, external cold applied to
the region of the abdomen and uterus,
. drinking of cold liquors during the lochial
flux, a convulfive colic, and a violent fpafimo-
dic hyfterical affe®tion®. In treating of
the hyfteric difeafe he obferves, that a fup-
preflion of the /lochia, happening early after
delivery, will frequently occafion violent
hyfterical fymptoms, but does not mention
what thofe f{ymptoms are, and quotes
. HippocrATES in fupport of this opinion. -
« In puerperis wvero, ob lochiorum non rite
Juccedentem fluxum, byflericas paffiones frequen--
tius obfervamus; quod etiam fuo ‘tempore
HIPPOCRATES notavit. Novimus puerpera:,
primis j‘xpenumero a partu dzebw, ab aére ﬁ:-
gido ad imum ventrem admiffo, & levi animi
motu, 3 Iorzgtart corporis extra lectum deten-
tione, in Jeva [ymptomata byfierica incidiffe ;

» Tom. iv. ﬁart. i, feﬂ. il. cap. x. Deinflammatione &
Sebre uterina.
: !u‘

QU
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gau' atium preflo infrqruntur pede, £, hcbie
promis flatin diebus deficientibus ac ceffantibus,
Sellione venz tempefitva baud fuccurratar .’
‘To vemove an obftruction of the kshia,
he prefers bleeding “in the foot, rather
than in the fupertor parts of the bedy..
“ Samguinms copia, inquit, fub grawiditute jufto
plus accamulate, minuenda per vemz foc=
tionem, mom in fuperioribus, fed in peds infli-
tutam. Seape emim & mimia vaforum diffene
tone fust fpafrmi, & /'anguim’s exfaperans
- moles wters compagen nimism deftendends, gy’i
dem fyfolticam & expulfivam potentiam minsit
ac impedit. Hinc vene feianis remedione
omuino. maxsmi, ad promovendum lochsorum -
Suxum & inflammationem. arcendam, ef afis.
Quod, ﬁauti in Gallsa, bunc in finems, frequen—
- tius. qudm. par eff adbibetur ; ita perperam:
“sn. nofira Germania rejicitur, ut plures, in=
flammatoria uteri febre, correpte pereant,
quee tempefliva ﬁngzam.r miffiane  potufert:

- fervari.*.

E Tom. iv. part. iii. cap. v. De malo hyfleric, ‘
* Tom. iv. part. i. fe@.ii. cap. x.

K732
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1722. Traité complet des acconchemens naturels,
won-natarels, & contre mature. - Par It

- Swewr DE LA MortEe. A Peris;- 1722,
liwre v. chap. vi. Des vuidanges qui coukent
durant les couches de hfemmf, @ de cellgs

qui font ﬂWZJ‘

Thl§ authon: foiloWs the quyon of :
MAHRICEAU, in fuppofing the-difeafe to
“.proeced ffom a fuppreflion of the -Jckia.

Xe apprehends that this obftrution may
aeife from a variety of caufes, and feme of
“them very flight ones, as will appear in the
dequel, If the lochia continue to flow for a con-
Liderable: time,. or if they thould even ftop af-
-tera few days continuance, ifthisbe the effect
‘of ‘mature and no ill confequence follow, he
fuppofes no danger. But on the contrary, if
. this difcharge has been pretty plentiful for fe-
veral days, and 1s fuddenly fuppreﬁ'ed by any
caufe whatever, he then fays it is always
followed by fome troublefome  accident;
and that nothing is more unaccount-
able, and irregular, than the caufes which
produce this fuppreffion. For though they
~ may fometimes be fufficiently confiderable,
. they are at other times fo very inconfiderable, -

Q2 as
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as tobe really furprifing. I will recite theny
.in his. own words. ..« I/ n’eft pa: extraordi-
.naire que cette /z‘zppmﬁon Succede & un emparte-
- ment fmeux, & une extréme peur, 4 une ex-
“ceffive joye, & @ dautres femblables paffions,
pais qu'elle arrive pour un mot dit par inad-.
wertence, ou @ l'occafion dune bonne ou mau-
waz jé nowvelle prefqu’indsfferent, a.la perfonne
¢ quion la- debité, par Lodeur dune fleur, par
un- petit froid, par une peur kegere, @ Poccafion
dun cry imprévil, foit a'am la rué¢ ay dons la
maifon, & enfin un rien pour ainfi dire,’ dont
la reflexion.a cau ¢ la plus legere. émotion, &
guz mtercepz‘ant Je cours de" ces lxumeur.r, en
“vaufe @ I z;g/?arzt un. rqﬂm Sur Je bas ‘vem‘ﬂ, :
1 & par toute /baéztua’e du ‘corps,’. & 9m  donne
“lieu @ une j;é'vre, @ une tenfion, & une douleur
o4 bas ventre, 4 l’oppreﬂzan, au délire,’ &5’ en-
ﬁn a la mort’ ? 3 '

1751, An ¢ffay towards a complete new ) J /Iem
of mzdwgfﬁy By Joun BURTON, M. D.
Lo;zdon, 1751. Part . § 165.

‘ Thc cuufe of the pue1 peml fever, accord-
?ng to thxs Wrxter, 15 S an mﬂnnrnatmn of the
' l
v Pag. 768.- :

) ‘o

gtéru;.
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wterus. ¢ Sometimes an inflimmation of
the womb, fays he, whether caufed by the
mxdwxfe, the ftoppage of the lochia, or the
like, will bring on After-pains as fome call
them; and then the {ymptoms generally
are, a violent tenﬁon, heat, and paln in.the
hypogaﬁnc region, which the patient can
fcarce bear to have touched ; and the can lie in
no other poﬁtlon than on her back; if the
tries ever fo little to lie on a fide, fhe feels a
“heavy and painful wexght falling on the fame
fide ; the loins and groin on the contrary
fide fuffering an jntolerable pain; which
increafes with a tenfion on the belly, a fever,
and difficulty of breathing; when the
,lecéuz either are leﬂ‘ened or wholly ftopt,
with a conftant inclination to make water,
-and fometimes with pains in the thighs. Plen-
fiful, but proper bleeding (for the cure) with a
‘cooling regimen, 1s, in general, abfolutely
neceffary ; and if the diforder proceed from
a ban'dage‘ round the abdomen being too tight,
- the caufe myft be removed ; but if the inflam-~
mation be caufed by a ftoppage of the lchia,
emmenagogues and all kinds of warmer -
ftimulants and purgatives muft be avoided;
and the fecretion of the milk muft be pro-
‘moted,
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moted, Wthh isa method I never knew
any author to take notice of, or to. follow,
in_order to remove ‘thefe uten.uc com-

P,Iamts )

}Z 52 A treatg/é on the tbeary and pm&ch |
gf midwifery.. By W. SMELLIE, M, D,
Lomz’on, 1762 -

" Hre fuppofes that this difeafe may mﬁ:
cither from an inflariimation 'of ‘the azerus,
or 2n ebftruttion of the lckia; and that

the ene- is generally the confequence of the
ethcr «¢ As theré are feldom mﬁammatmns
in the uterus, fays he, without obftru@ions
of the bockia, and feldom obftruétions of
the Iocbm, but there muft be miore or lefs
‘of an- ‘infammation of the uerus, they migbt
be joined together %" When the difeale is
recent he orders the pattent to lie quiet, and
encourage a plentiful diaphore(is by deinking
fﬁequent-iy of” warm, weak, diluting fluids;
and hkewife by taking opiates and fudoriﬁns
in different forms, as may be agreeable to
herﬁ‘omach Should thefe methods be ufed
|  *Pag. 338, 330. .
T *Vol, iii, pag. 448’ '
o - o without
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without fuccefs, and the patient labour un-
dera hot, dry fkin, anxiety, and a quick,
hard, and full pulfe, the warm diaphotetics are
.to be laid afide, and recourfe muft be had
to bleeding at the arm or ancle to mort or
lefs quantity, accordmg to the degree of
the fever and obftru@ion; and this evacuation
mut be repcated as there is occafion : when

the obftru&ion is not total, it is fuppofed
more proper to bleed at the ancle, than ar

the arm; and at the latter, when.the dxﬁ:harg’c‘
is aItoget‘hcr ﬁopped‘

"7 1762, Avis au peuple fur fa fanté: Pay Mr.
Tissor. A Parss, 1770. tom. i, ctdp
xxvi. § 369. Swites des couches. E

This experienced phyfician afcribes- "thé.'
caufe, of the puerperal fever, eithef to anfn-
flammation of the uzeras, or a fuppreffion of
the lithia; but mofk probably to the latrer. Fle
includes, the moft ufual confequences of child-
birth, under the four following heads: 1. Aa’
exceflive lremorrhage. 2. An mﬁammmmrof
the wterus.. 3. Aﬁdden fuppreﬂidu of tﬂt’ )

"Vb}ipdgw, T
7 R M%
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Jochia. 4. The fever, and other accidents;
~ tefulting from the milk. The inflamma-
tion of the uterus, he fays, is difcoverable
by pains in all the lower parts of the belly ;
by a tenfion or tightnefs of the whole; by
a fenfible increafe of pain upon touching
it; a kind of red ftain or {pot, that mounts
to the middle of the belly, as high as the
navel, which fpot, as the difeafe increafes,
turns black, and then isalways a mortal
fymptom; by a very - extraordinary degree
of weaknefs; an amazing change of counte-
nance; a flight delirium ; a continual fever,
with a weak and hard pulfe ; fometimes in-
ceflant vomltmga, a frequent hiccough; a
moderate difcharge of a reddifh, ftinking,
tharp water ; frequent urgings to go to ftool ;
2 burning kind of heat of urine; and fome-
times an entire fuppreflion of it. For the
cure he recommends “bleeding; frequent
clyfters of warm water ; injeCtions of the
fame kind into the aferus; and aqueous
fomentations to .be continually applied over
the belly. He obferves that a total fuppref-
fion of the Jochia proves a caufe of the moft
violent diforders, and . fhould be treated ex-
aitly in the fame manner as an inflammation

of
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of the uferus: and that if unhappily' hot
medicines have been given, in order to force
them down, the cafe will generally prove

fatal.

1764. GERARDI L. B. VAN SWIETEN,
commentaria in HERMANNI BoERHAAVE
aphorifinos de cognofcendss & curandis morbis.
Lugduni Batavorum, 1764. Merbi puer-
perii, tom. iv. § 1329, &.

This learned commentator entets tho-
roughly into the fpirit of his author, and
explains in a full and mafterly manner
the text of his celebrated preceptor. He
agrees with him that a fuppreffion of the
Jochia is a caufe of puerperal fevers, but,
at the fame time, feems rather inclined to
think that they are more generally occa-
fioned by a tranflation of the lacteal matter,
than of the /ochia, upon different parts of
the body. % An nom ex badtenus dictis
(ait) concludi poteft, metafiafin latieam pro-
ducere poffe omnia illa mala, que in textu
enumerantur®, & que lochiis fupprefis tribui

-8 Recited above in .page 119.
Solent &
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Jolent: prout nempe in bas illafve partes
depomtur materia laltea, & guuz’em tante

majori cum periculo, quanto partes, in quas
deponitur, ad wvitam magis neceffarie fue-
rint, utl etiam, fi materia hec deponatur in
loca, ex quzbus d; ﬁculter eliminari poterit,
“Non tamen in illa opinione fum, ac f; lochia
retenta nullum  facerent  periculum ; fed
tantum boc monendum effe credidi, etiam de
depofitione materie lailec ad varia loca corporis
cogitandum effe. Lochia enim  naturaliter
minuuntur illo tempore, quo febris lactaria foles
imz;bere, & wix fanguinea fluunt tunc, fed
potius jiszurulenfa. Primis autem diebus puer-
perii majus videtur effe a lochiis retentis - pericu-
lums fequentibus diebus, poft febrim lactarsam,
minus; ita tamen, ut / i retineretur llud puru-
lentum, quod tunc exire folet, ab ejus reforp-
tione in fanguinem multum mali metuendum
foret 1. He alfo obferves, that a retention
‘of the lochia may occafion an inflammation
of the uterus; and on the contrary, that
an inflamed uterus, from a laborious birth
or any other caufe, will be attended with
2 fuppreﬁion of the lochial difcharge. He

¢ Tom. iv, pag. 612,
‘ remarks
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remarks that a dzarrﬁoea, after ChlIdblI'th

1s not always to be Hreaded notwithftanding
" it be locked upon, by many, as a very dan-

gerous fymptom which ought to be remov-
ed; and mentions an inftance where he
himfelf was Highly cenfured, by the by-
ftanders, for not cﬁeckmg that evacuatlon.
¢ Probe memini, dum puerperre gemellos emxa’
curam gererem, me pefime exceptum fuiffe ab‘ :
adflantibus, dum nollem alvi fluxum compefeere,
Tertia die lochia omnino fuppreffa fuerant ;
venter durns & dvlens erat.  Molliffimis
Jomenitis . adbibitisy  kenifmis  aperientibus
decal®is copiofe_potatss, per alvim exiverunt
viridia, fetidifima, & quidem cam infigni
levamine; ac brevi convalmst *. It hath been
rt;marked above, that BOERHAAVE forbids
Bleeding; - the pucrperal fever, - unlefs
urged by the greateft neéeﬂity, Buit omits
Hentibmirig the natite’ of that neceflity:
- Hf mgbmous cotnméiitator -hath fupplicd
that defe@) as‘well'frorh his own experience
adithiu® oF others, in the' following words:
s« Tnipuerpepis: pleuritide correpeis, licer lochia
Juerent, fanguinis miffio profust infigniter, quod

3 Tom., iv.‘pag'. 613.
Rz, : m
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& fuis obfervationibus confirmat LA MoTTE,
qui, lochiis bene prodeuntibus, repetitas etiam
in brachio wvene [ectiones inflituit*. Dum
oftavo & partu die acerbiffimus lateris dolor cor-
ripusffet puerperam, TULPIUS, cim identidem
novis itg/'ultibm urgeret dolor, ter pedis, &
quinguies brachit, venas folvere debust. Tan-
" Zam jz'zngumu jaturam non folim toleravit,
» fed & ingens alvi profluvium fuftinere debuit,

antequam integre debellaretur morbus®.”

1765. Traité des maladies des femmes. Par
J. Astruc, Profeffeur Rayal de médecine,
& Médecin corg/'ultant du Roi. A Paris,
1765. tom. v. lv. il chap. xiv. § 3. De:
vuidanges fupprimées.

"This phyfician ranges the puerpetal fever
under the head of obftrutted locbia. The
" obftru&ion, he obferves, may be total, or
enly partial; and may either happen about
the fecond, or third day after delivery, or
not till towards the feventh, or eighth.
.The former cafe he fuppofes to be much

3 Tom. iii. pag. 35, 36. f Tom. iv. pag. 634.
: ’ more
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more dangerous than the latter. He fays
the fymptoms, which accompany this fup-
preffion, are different in different perfons.
The . general ones are, a tenﬁon, fivell-
ing, and pain of the uferus; pain in thg
loins, bottom of the fpine, and groin; a
naufea, and vomiting; difficulty in breath-
ing, and fpitting of blood; rigors, fever, in-
flammation of the szerus, and fometimes a
delirium, a coma vigil, or coma_fomnolentum. .

He attributes a fuppreflion of the lochia to
four caufes. The firft of thefe caufes is, the pa-
tient’s catchmg cold: whether itbe by the cold
air getting into the uterus, through the ne-
gle& of the nurfe, in not keepmg the parts
covered ; or through the patient being expofed
to cold at her feet, by not keeping the room
fufficiently warm; or from the imprudence
of fuffering her to drink her liquors too
cold. The fecond caufe is, any unexpe&ted -
trouble, grief, or fear: the paffions of the’
mind, he fays, efpecially when they are
fudden, produce a conftrition of the uferus,
that wholly fuppreﬁ'es the difcharge.
The third caufe is, a violent fupervening
diarrboea;; the confequence of indigeftion, -

: from
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from having eaten too much; the great
evacuation, that is made by ﬁool neceﬂ%.nly
diminithing that’ which fhould be made by
the uterus. Laftly, the fourth caufe is, an
“inflammation of the uferus; which, by
tumefylng its fubftance, . clofes up all the
veiny appendages from whence the blood
of the lochia flows. This inflammation, he
obferves, 1s always the confequence of fome
hurt, which the interior part of the uferus
has received, in a laborious delivery, from
the hands of an unfkilful midwife. ‘He
concludes, by remarking, that this laft caufe
muft produce a fuppreffion of the moft
dangerous kind; and that experience but toa
much confirms it.,

His iéntlments, with rcfpeé‘t to bleedmg
in this difeafe, he delivers in the following
terms: “ S7 Lz fuppreffon vient de-Pune des

deux: premieres caufes, il faut d'abord enmployer,
" la faignie pour prévenir la pletbore, & . pour,
relacher & détendre la matrice,. & tacher da
rétablir lo cours des vssdanges. Oma Iongte.mpx
difputé ff ¢ éroit dubras ou-du- pied qu'on devoi
fmre ces fuignéess mais la’ queftion me parost
 aujourdbui décidée. Si les vuidanges ne font pas
Iout-a—fazt Jupprimées, et du pied qu'il faut

ﬁz«mer,
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jbzgner, parce quon peut efperer, en attirant
le fang fur la matrice, de forcer les obftackes
& de rétablir les vuidanges. Mais fi kes
vuidanges font tout-d-fait fupprimées, il ne
Saut point attirer le fang fur la matrice, d oik
il n'a point d'iffué, & il faut faigner du bras,
On ne peut pas fixer le nombre des faigneés,
mais fi le mal préffe, & que les forces de la
malade le permettent, il faut en faire quatre
~dans les deux premiers jours*.”’

1766. A4 Compendium of Midwifery. By-
THOMAS COOPER, M. D. Londsn, 1466.

part ik fecd, 1, Difegfes carg/équent o den
fivery,

This fever, he obferves, is a truly
dangerous and perplexing malady; that it
proceeds generally from violent affections of
the mind, as grief, defpondency, and the
like; from the drinking of ftrong liguors,
or caudle too highly fpiced; from obftruéted
perfplratxon, and evacuations. That the .
{ymptoms are, moft commonly, a- flow:
creeping pulfe, which afterwards becomes

. PPeg 4mp
: very
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very quick; that fometimes the pulfe is
quick at firft, and flow afterwards; in fome
-quick, full, and ftrong; in others, quick, with
alternate heats and thiverings, pains in the
belly, breafts, and fides; a cough, a dry
1kin, and hardnefs of the gbdomen. He re-
marks that, as the difeafe increafes, the
inflamed uterus becomes putrid, and dif-
charges a fetid fanies; and that, by the fourth
day, the fever puts on quite a putrid nature.

¢¢ Though this diforder, fays he, isof the
inflammatory kind, it feldom will bearto be
treated as fuch ; for which reafon, unlefs the
pains are very great, we fthould not bleed,
" at leaft for the firft eighteen or twenty hours.
Women after their firft labour generally bear
bleeding better than thofe who have had .
“many children : the pulfe, on a nice obfer-
vation, will feldom be found tenfe, though
quick and full, but is moft commonly weak
and undulating; nervous and hyfterical
women cannot bear the lofs of much blood,
wherefore, when it is neceffary to bleed
fuch patients, the quantity, at firft taken
away, fhould be' fmall. In fhort, this will
hold good in all conftitutions in general,

where this diforder occurs; as it is not cer-
' 4 tain
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tain that difeafes of the wvyflera are relieved
by this evacuation: and if venzfe&ion is
ufed after the third day, unlefs the pains are
violent, the pulfe ftrong, and the inflam-
matory {ymptoms . run high, it is generally -
prejudicial . ,

1768. E]nys on the puerpeval fever, ond
on puerperal convulfions. By THoMmAs
DeNMAN, M. D. London, 14768.

This writer, as far as can be colleGted
from the following paflages, fuppofes the
puerperal fever to be attended with an inflam-
mation of the uferus. ¢ There is a fenfe of
throbbing pain, fays he, and uneafy heat, -

~ through the parts in general. The urine is
voided often, with pain, and in a {mall
quantity, as if the inflammation, originally
in the uterus, had reached the neck of the
bladder*. Great care muit be taken in the
adminiftration (of clyfters) or the patient
will fuffer intolerable pain, on account of
the tendernefs and inflammation of the os
internum3.” The predifpofing and occafional

© ¥ Pag. 219, ?Pag. 9. T3 Pag. 33.
.S -caufes

—— .
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‘caufes are faid to be, a redundancy of the
quantity, or an exaltation of the quakity of
the bile; unwholefome diet, fudden frights,
and rifing too foon after delivery ; the ufeof
hot fpices, the negle of procuring ftools
after delivery, and every accident which
obftrués perfpiration.  ‘This difeafe, he fays,
may follow a labour .under the beft
circumftances ; but that endeavours to dilate
the os internum, and too hafty a feparation of
the placenta, os binding the gbdomen tight after
delivery will often produce it; he does not
however include hard labours as 2 frequent
caufe, fince it is remarkable that women re-
cover very foon after them *.

His fentiments, with refpe&t to venfec-
tion, are exprefled in the following man-
ner: * After the moft careful obfervation,
the event has fo often proved to me, thar
‘large bleedings weaken the fick, without
propottionably leffening the difeafe; that ¥
. have for a long time never taken away blood-
in any quantity. In very full, fanguine
habits of body, bleeding may be neceffary,
but I think the repetition of it fHould be
infifted upon with great caution*.” As an

*Pag.17, 18.  3Pag.23. ,
' evacuant,
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evacuant, he recommends a powder compofed
of two grains of fartarum emeticum, and one
ﬁ:ruple of prepared crabs eyes; of which he
gives from two to fix grains, and repeats it as
- circumitances requirc, judicioufly obferving,
that uo benefit is to be expeted but from its
feuﬁblc operatxon. S

:769. A new fﬂem qf‘mdwﬁry By
RoBerT WALLACE JonNsoN, M. D.
Londox, 1769. part iv. chap. vil.

He treats of the puerperal fever, in the
feventh chapter, entitled, Of the fuppreffion of
gbe lochia. ¢ A fever, fays he, without a fup-
pre{ﬁon, is not uncommon in the month of
childbed; but a fuppreflion, as far as I can
difcover, 1s never to be found without a fever ;.
yet (if diftin&) which is prior? or whether
the fuppreflion is not, in fome cafes, the
primordial, and in others the confequent, it
is not ealy to determine, However, leaving
the decifion to future difcovery, 1 fhall, ig
order to inform the ftudent as well as I can,
take notice firft of the moft probable caufes,
Sc. Firft then, the caufes, which may be
aﬁ' gned are very different, to wit, a peculiar

S 2 mlafrn'
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miafm in the atmofphere; an admiffion of
cold air fa freely to the furface of the body,
as to excite rigors, &c. an ingrefs of fuch air
into the cavify of the uterus, whereby the
blood may be fuddenly thickened or congeal-
ed; an over-heated or hurried circulation,
by which the uterine veflels may. be over-
.charged or fuffocated; every thmg capable
of bringing on an inflammation in the fybr
ftance of the wuterus, or in any part {o con-
ne&ed with it, as to affet it; any yiolent or
inftantaneous agitation of mind; or what-
eyer is capable of exciting irritation. A fup-
~preflion of the latteal fecretion, as alfo a
diarrboea, may contribute to it 1.”

Among the curative indications, hereckons
asthe firft, a timely diminution of the quan-
tity of the blood. Forthisend, he recommends

- venzfection as the moft eligible means, and
lays very great ftrefs upon it, provided it be

‘begun ¢arly, that is, foon after the attack,
while the pulfe is full, or before the viftera
are ) much pffetted; for he remarks, that if thig
opportunity. D¢ loft, the inflammation in-
creafes faft, the pulfe finks, becoming fmall,
quick, weak, and at laft irregular; fo that

v Ielccdmg gow would be very mjud;qzous.

’ Pag 338, 339-
770
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§770. Obfervations on the prevailing difeafes
- in Great Britain. By JOHN MILLAR,
M. D. London, 1770. part iii. cbap

Of the puerperal fever, :

This authqr, yery judicioufly, ranks the -
puerperal fever among the popular difeafes of
Great Britain ; and indeed no writer, on the
prevailing difeafes of any country, can hard-
ly, with propriety, omit it. He clafles this
fever with thofe which partake both of a
putrid, and inflammatory nature. & fhall
give the author’s opinion, of the caufes of
this difeafe, in his own words. ¢ The changes
which the humours natusally undergo in
women, during their pregnancy, render them
more liable .to the contagion of putrid difs
eafés; while the circumftances attending -
childbed .produce inflammatory fymptoms,
and hence often arifes a complicated fever,
the moft dangerous and difficult of cure of
any which falls under the directian of the
phyﬁcmn . 'When a woman in childbed
is feized with a remitting fever, if there 1s
po irregularity in the ufual evacuations, the,

'Pas 330.

: fymptomy
/
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{ymptoms are nearly the fame as thofe
which were already defcribed in treating of
that difeafe ; but her particular fituation ren-
dersit more dangerbus. If theufual evacuations
are fupprefled, the fever partakes more of in-
flammation, and is attended with particular
fymptoms whichrequire a peculiar treatment,
But.the puerperal fever is much oftener occa-
fioned by the oppofite extremes yet that natu-
ral evacuation is not too rathly to be pro-
pounced exceflive, fince it is wifely intended
to prevent the ¢vil confequences which might
arifo fgpm inflammation, or from obﬁru&iotx
in the veflels *.” .
Some phyficians, he obfatves, aﬂ'@rt that
this difeafe is to be cured by venafoftions
while others have maintained it- to be
pamicious, and that cordials, opiates, “and
emmenagogues,. . are. the only medicines
which can be fafely iifed. - ‘When there i3
- pouch pain, hardnefs, and fwelling in the
belly, and efpemally if any infury has beeni
' received during the time of labour, bleedings$
he fays, may be neceflary; but that as this
semedy 1s ever to be ufed with caution in the
puerperal fever, the application of it thould

* Pag. 333, 334.
| always

A
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always be dire&ed by the advice of an able
phyfician; and that no genéral rule can be
given concerning it, fince there.are’ many
" circurhftances to be confidered, which render
almoft every new cafe a particular ftudy.
Thofe of a delicate coniftitution, continues
he, do not bear a lofs of blood, and if it
fhould be taken away imprudently, they are
brought into great. danger. If the he-
morrhage has been violent at the time of
delivery, bleeding is then improper ; but if;
from the beginning, the natural evacuation
has either been too fmall, or altogether
- fuppreffed ; if the labour has been fevere, and
if any violence hasbeen ufed, it then becones
abfolutely neceflary, and fometimes muﬁ
bc frequently repeatecL

$971. A tveatife on female &ifiafes. By Henn.
MaxyiNG, M. D. London, 1771. chap.
' xx, Of the pwrpmlﬂwr

- ‘This is the lateft author 1 have met wlth,
who treats of the puerpéral fever; and he’
brings us down nzarly to the time that this
publication was putto the prefs, thatis, in
the month of November 1771. ,

; : His
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‘His fentiments, relating to the caufe of
this diforder, he exprefles in the following
terms. ¢ From all the moft accurate accounts
of this difeafe, and from the period at which
it generally commences, there is reafon to
conclude, that it owes its rife more immedi-
ately to accidents after delivery: for it is
allowed, that it may follow a labout under
the beft and moft defireable circumiftances;
though endeavours to dilate the os internum,
are fuppofed frequently to produce it. The
more immediate caufes generally affigned
by authors are, a ftoppage of perfpiration,
too free an ufe of fpices, and the neglect of
procuring ftools after delivery ; fudden frights,
too hafty a feparation of the placenta, and
binding the abdomen too tight.  The putrid
appearance, however; which this difeafe fo -
{oon aflumes, affords ground to fufpe&, that
the predifpofing.caufe of it is a vitiated ftate
of the humours: for it is generally obferved
to be moft prevalent in an unhealthy feafon,
and among women of a weakly and a fcor-

1

butic conftitution *.

* Pag. 397, 398.
" He
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- "He: reparks that, ¢ith %g&fd Ko e

method of cure; no difeaftrhdst more divided

the fentiments of phyficians; ‘than the per-

Yeral fever: That! the apparént indichtions

and conm-mdréa&ons of- bleedmg¢ and ol?rel'

sdétedies, “arifing from-thé ‘eomplication of

mﬁammatery ‘and pumd Q‘mptomsg tha

Equ:vocal dppearance -of e’ VO’rmtmg“&ﬁﬂ

purging, ds whethier thely dréicritical GEFRvp

tomatical; and the different caufes’"ffom

whence fymptoms fimilar to each other may

arife in pregnant women; all confpire to in-

volve the fubjet in great obfcurity and inde-

“cifion. Speaking of the cure he fays, that
one of the moft effential points to be afcer-

tained, refpects the propriety of bleeding.

That a free ufe of the lancet has been gene-

rally regarded as the moft fuccefsful expedi-

ent in praltice; and that there are fome in-

ftances of critical hemorrhages which would

appear to confirm its utility. Bat he thinks,

he may fafely affirm from experience, that,

for one who will be benefited by large
. bleeding, a much greater number will be in-
“jured, and that even almoft irretrievably.
That, indeed, he is fo fenfible of this fa&, that.

. for feveral years he has feldom advifed bleed-
T ing,
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BEI @AL writedd have fangé&'

the caufcs of diftafes’ under Varlons -

heads' fomie ‘of thent. fatHer tnbre fubtﬂe,'
than-ufefiil. - I (hall conﬁné myfeif tb thres’
of thetti: the immediate, or proximate} the

N predifpdfing, or remote; and the bécafional

caufe. The immediate, or proxn'nate caufé,
of a difeate, is that which is fufficient of it«
felf to produce the difeafe. The predifpo-
fing caufes are fuch as precede, and lead on
to the immediate ; the occafional are fuch as'
fucceed, and promote the prednfpoﬁng caufes:
thefe,. hemg all combined together, form
the immediate, or proximate caufe.

. The immmediate caufe, then, of the puets
paml fever, -is an inflammation of the ine
teftines, and ememtum. Fer the truth of
this affertion I appeal to diffe@tions. - Fhe |
¢h1el' ptedifpoﬁng coufe, as 1 appuhmd‘ 18

2 the
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the preflure of the gravid uferus againft the
inteftines, and omentum. g
The uterus,: after 1mprcg9atlon, rifes
gradually, out of the pelvis, into the cavxty
of the abdomen. . As it afcgndy, it.casries its.

BN

' burden along with it, . which receives a gra-

dual increafe in its bulk every day, for the
{pace of nine months ; till at laft it becomes fo
large as to diftend the agdomen: to, an: ama»zmg’
degree., The progrefs of this diftenfion’;id
fuppofed to- be nearly. as . foljows: In the;
fpace of three months, after qonception,, the,
uferus, rifes aboye, the brim of the pelyss, and,
the tumourin tllqaédomm begins to.appear. At,
the fifth. month, it, is increafed to:a much;
greater. magnitude, and rifes pp as high
as the middle: {pace between the pubes and:
the navel, By the feventh month, the. fun~
“dys uteri reaches as high as the'navel, and at;
the ejghth month, it.js advanced tmdway be-
twixt the ‘nave] and /crob;cu]m cordis..
the nmth ‘month, it nfes to within a fmall.
and thp nqck of the uterus is: thpn whqllyr
d{{hnded with t.b.efundm, in a globular form.;
Li:ig eafy to_imagine that,the regularity of
this, dxﬁeuﬁon aquit, vary, moge or Jefs, - in
$:13 < . almoft
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atmoft every.gravid fubject ; according to the
bulk of the child; the -quantity of waters
contained in the wterys, and-many other con-
tingent . cirgumftances ; attending geftation :
fo that the very fame +womdn will hardly
carry her burden twice,. exaltly alike., -1t is-
remarked .by authors that the fubﬁancc of
the uzérus does not, in general, giow thin- -
ner by extenfion, but_rather increafeth in’
thicknefs; hence its preffure againftiany part.
which it .may happen to reft upon, will be.
pretty great, even to the time of dehvery ‘As
the ateras increafes in magnitude it will begin:
. to fit; heavy upon the inteftines, and by. the
end of feven months 1 fhould i imagine, will
preﬁ ftrongly againft them. . From that
time to- the approach of dehvery the abdomen
muft be fo tenfe and full, and the'preflure fo
great againft both the inteftines and omentum,
as greatly to interrupt the circulation in va-
riaus - parts of thofe viféera. * And; near the
term of :childbirth, it muft be fo much in-
- creafed, that it appears to me much more
weonderful, that ‘the difeafe does not oftener
.happen, than that it happens fo often as.it
does. But the all-wife Creator, wha is pro-
vndent in all hi$ Works, hath filled the gravid

uterus

n \
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sterns with a fluid, for the prefervation of the
inteftines ag well as the tender infane; dur-
ing 2 ‘ftate of pregnaticy; and conflradied the
former as fo many large hollow movésble
tubes, filled with air and other fluids, ’roﬂing '
genitly one upon aniother, and therefore eafily
yielding to preffure, and not fo foon affected
by it, .The fame wifdem is alfo eonfpicucus
in the ﬁtuatmn, and firucture, of the omen-
tum; for it is generally well guarded by plenty’
. of fat, and not very fafceptible of feelings
and is placed, in a loofe flowing flate, upont
the foftly yjelding inteftines. Méy not
likewife that difiribution of the fat in lintes,
which run on each fide its bleod:veflels,
be defigned as fo many bolftérs to defend
them more effeually from preflure? At
leaft, could sny thing be more artfully de-
vifed for fuch a purpefe! The omentum, in
the latter part of pregnancy, muit either lie
flat, which is its natural fituation, or be
| rumpled and carried up, by the gravid #ferus,
in folds or doublings. When this laft is the
cafe, which prebably is not mlﬁ-equcntly fo,
the danger of a firangulated clrculatmn wilf,
be the greater.



PUERPERAL - FEVER. 11
.- The:gengral effc@s of this preffase of - the
gravad izerus upon-the inteftines and oggensum
will be, ‘tq interript the free circulation of the
blood, particularly in -thefe parts on which
it happens to be moft prevalent,and to de,
firoy the tome. of the blood-veflels, The
other parts, more free from this comprefiion,
will receiye a larger gquantity of bloed iata
their veflels than -ufual; by which means
they will be diftended, their ceats weakened,
and the furrounding capillaries filled with hpl§
ftagnating fluids, and may become mgre. dy
- lofs. inflamed. . The; evils attending this
prefiyre. muft be jinereafed by Teipiration
The diaphragm, at every full infpiragion will
prefs the inteftinal viferq ftrangly againtt
the diftended uzerus, and the abdominal mufy
cles will s ftrongly re@ft jt. Henogall violeng'
gercif, or labows, ‘in.an advanced flate of
pregnancy. muft be very hurtfl. The
freguent vomitings, which happen to fomse
- women in the latter end of gefldtion, nny
far the fame reafon be injuriops, 1 the child’s
bead, or any basdpatt of its body, fhould be
{q placed m the uterys during gravidity, -as
to pees dtrongly upea any panioular part
- of ‘the inteftinal canal or gmentam, then the

danger
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danger will be increafed; becaufe “in :that
cafe; it would a& upon it like a hard fixed
body. :Aslam no pra&:txoncr in midwifery,
1 have ‘not had an opportunity of attending
fo ‘minutely to the- different complaints,
arifing from this fuppofed preflure, durmé
the ftate of pregnancy, as thofe who exercife
that art. But I frequently meet with women,
after’ dehvery, endéavouring to account for
their pairs in the abdomen affe@ting any parti-
eular part; from the “¢hild’s lying’ more on
this, orithat fide,’ dumng geﬁatxon '
¢ “The  nearer the’ woman approaches to
her-titne, - the greater will be the-‘mifchiefs
arifitig’ froin this compreffion. Ag-foon as
a@ual labour cémes on; the woman is feized
with part»icular Pams, returning at mtervals,
which occafion -fuch - -repeated convulfive
" ‘motions upon the - abdominal mufcles ‘and
diaphragm; ‘as to force the child down into -
the pefoisand caufe delivery. By this-pain-
ful ‘and laborious aékien -the body. is;much
heated, a fever, - for. the tnme bemg, is pro-
duced, theinteftines and omentum are ftrongly
. rub{)fe‘d,«f‘aﬁd ground 4s it ‘were, ‘againft the
oravid | uterus, ‘at wefy ‘convulfive throe,
- ;111 the child makes its way into the pe/vss.
|  After
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After the expulfion of the child and after-
‘birth, the uterus gradually becomes lefs and
lefs, and at laﬁ thrinks down into the bottom
of the pelvis. The teguments of the addomen,
which before delivery. were greatly diftended,
are now relaxed, and by degrees recover
‘nearly their former ftate. The inteftines and
omentum, being freed from their incumbrance,_
the circulation -becomes more equal through
their whole fubftance; the veflels of thofe
parts, on which the wterus chiefly lay, are
immediately filled with blood ; but . being
greatly weakened, by fuch along continued
preflure, they have almoft loft their elaftic.
pawer, andcan fcarcely propel forwards their
contained fluids. Juft as we fee a comprefiion,.
~ on any foft external part of the body, will
caufk a blacknefs in that part, probably from
an extravafation of -the.fluids, which wiil
not go off for feveral days, - And why may
not the fame thing happen to the tender
fubftance of the inteftines and omentum 2 By
thefe means the veflels become completely
filled with blood, and are ripe for inflamma- .
tion. -And if the injury done the inteftines

, and omentum, by thefe caufes, or others to be -
U . enume-

’
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enumerated hereafter, be fo great as to pro-
duce an atual inflammation, then will arife
the puerperal fever. But if on the contrary,
the veflels {oon recover their ftrength, foas
to keep up a free circulation, in that cafe
the patient will never be fenfible of any in-
jury, and will be reftored to her health, as
if nothing had happened. From hence we
may account for the mifchief arifing from
the neglet of procuring ftools, foon after
dchvery ; and for the great danger of keep-
ing lying-in women hot, .and giving them
warm fpices, wine, and fpmtuous cordials; -
left the inteftines and omentum, already turgid
with blood, thould catch the flame and de-
ftroy the patient !

I will now proceed to confider fome other
evil effeéts anﬁng from this preﬂ'ure By
long compreﬁion the inteftines are, in fome"
meafure, deprived of their periftaltic motion, -
their coats are wedakened, and bécome in
a manner paralytic. Hence coftivenefs,
windy complaints,and fpafmodic conftriGtions
in the bowels, fo common to pregnant wo-
men. The confequence is, that, after deh-
very, their toge being loft, they become

quxckly

xr'
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quickly over-diftended with flarus, which 1
imagine happens more or lefs. after all deli-
veries, but particularly after thofe that are
unfuccefsful ; the capillary veflels of their
tunics having likewife, as faid above, loft their
elafticity, are eafily diftended with blood, and
foon brought into an inflammatory ftate. Be-~ -
fides, any particular part of the inteftines, not
covered by the omentum, will be particularly
liable to thefe' inconveniencies.” Now that
part of the inteftinal canal, whichis fituated
in the hypogattric region, is feldom covered
by the omentum, but lies naked, and expofed
“to this compreflionn  And as the child
feems chiefly fupported in the abdomen, by
refting upon the brim of the pefvis, the
greateft preflure will commonly be upon the
fmall inteftines, either in the right or left
iliac region, or directly in the middle above
the os pubis. From this laft circumftance I
account for the pain and tendernefs of the
hypogaftric region, which is generally the
¢onftant and infeparable companion of this
difeafe, and therefore conftitutes the chief
pathognomonic fymptom. In diffeGion the
firft, and fixth, the inteftines were chiefly
affected on .the left fide; probably from the
U2 uterus.
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uterus preﬁing more on that fide, than the
other. In the fixth diffeftion it is obferved,
that the coats of the inteftines were more
thickened on the left fide of the abdomen,
than on the right ; which appearance is gene-
rally deemed a certain fign of a preceding in-
flammation. And this, in all probability,
“was the caufe of that partial circumfcribed
inflammation of the inteftines, a little above
"the os pubis, mentioned alfo in the farne dif-
feGtion *.  From all which' it appears, that
the inteftinal canal muft. partlcularly fuffer
in this difeafe; efpecially in its inferior part,
where the preffure i {o great, and fo con-
ftunt, and where the inteftines have no
‘apron, -or covering, fuch as the omentum, to
defend them. And from hence likewife, as
I imagine, arifes the great deception, among
; authors, relating to the caufe of this diforder.
For, finding it generally accompanied with
a pain in the region of the pubes, happening
foan after dchvery, they 1mmed1ately con-
cluded that it muft of courfe be owing to an
mﬁammatlon, or fome other affe@ion of the
uterus 3 which commutllcated its effects to the

"o 53

hypogaftric
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hypogaftric region, and was irritated by any

- compreﬁion made upon the ebdomen. Where-

as it appears; by the diffeCtions, that the
uterus was funk down within the cavity of
the pelvis, out of the reach of external pref-

fure, and in a found ftate. Hence then, I-

think, we may fairly conclude, that what
_they in general afcribed to an inflammation
of the uterus, was owing purely to an inflam-
mation of the inteftinal canal.

The fezces being long pent up, by the
preﬁure of the gravxd uterus, become putrid,
and in the large mte{hnes, often fo hard as
to be concreted into a fort of balls. ‘This
evil extending, more or lefs, through the
Whole inteftinal mrcumvolutxon that is, fix
fimes the length of the perfon’s body, affords
an ample fource of putrefaltion to irritate,

and corrupt the inteftines, and, at length, to

infect the whole fabrick ; but particularly the
ﬁomach and omentum, parts which are in-
_]ured by the fame caufes, and clofely con-
ne&ed. Thofe viféera, being once difeafed,
will a& reciprocally upon each other: the
bowels will affe& the ftomach, and injured
omentum ; théfe, in return, will refle& back
the dlforder upon thc inteftines ; by which
means

-
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means the complaints will fometimes become .
fo general over the whole abdomen, that neither
the phyfician nor the patient can hardly de-
{cribe the true fituation of the diforder; how-.
ever, generally {peaking, its chief feat will
be found in fome part of the hypogaftric
region. = A fever will fucceed, accompanied
with great thirft, violent pain of the head, and
frequently with a ficknefs at the ftomach, or
~ vomiting. ‘The body will be either coftive,
~or natyre, by a beneficent effort, will indicate
the method of cure, by a diarrpsea. If this
laft fhould be the cafe, and the difcharge
fthould be very plentlful {o as thoroughly to
empty the inteftinal canal, and make a re-
~ wulfion from the inflamed inteftines and
omentum, the difeafe W1ll terminate favoura-
bly; unlefs it hath unh'lpplly taken too deep
root, before this falutary evacuation was
brought about. ‘Then, indeed, the intefti-
nal canal and omentum will become more and
more affe¢ted, and will foon change from an*

mflamed, to a gangrenous ftate.
" What I have here advanced, may undoubt-
edly appear very fingular. It is true we have
no accounts, in.any author which I have
met thh, of an inflammation of the intef.
tines
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. tines and omentum being the general caufe.of
fevers after dchvery, and anhng chleﬂy
from the preflure of the grav1d uterus. But
“there are fome paflages, in feveral writers ot,
no fmall. dlﬁm&xon, that ftrongly mdlcate a:
poﬂibnhty of the omentum being greatly in-.
jured, merely by compreﬁion. Caspar,
BavHIN,  treating of the omentum, fays,
“ That in fome women, after delivery, it re-
mains fo colle€ted about the middle of the
belly, as frequently to excite . confiderable
pains®.” And the ingenious Ruyscu had
often l)een furpnfcd with hard oblong ‘tu-’
mours, remaining in the addomen after child-
birth, for years together, with little or no
pam, though generally with fome inconve-
nience or other, till he difcovered the true
caufe by difflection. For he then found, in
one of thefe cafes, the omentum very much
thickened, elongated and degenerated into a
fat flethy {cirrhous fubftance, adhenng above
to the bottom of the ftomach, and below
to the fundus uteri *’ Baron van SWIETEN
endeavours to account for fuch inftances, as’
the firlt above-menuoned by {uppofing the'

* Theat. Anatom, lib. i. cap. xii. pag. 44.

“Qbfﬂ". Anatom. chiryrg. Cent, obfervar, Ixiii. pag- 59.
omentums

.
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ementum to be rolled up into the abdomen,
by the rifing uterus, and there, by the pref-
fure of it, or by fome other caufe, to become
exficcated, and to have its lamellz concreted,
in fuch a manner, as to hinder it afterwards
from falling down, and regaining its proper
fitvation. His words are, ¢ Videtur autem
quandoque omentum ab utero affurgente con-
wvolvi, & complicar:: fi jam, vel ab uteri com-
preffione, vel ab alia quacumque caufa, ficcefcat
omentum, concretio lamellarum omenti metuen-
da erit, nec depleto per partum utero poterit
evolvi, ut priflinum locum occupet®.”” But
might not fuch changes be rather attributed
to a preceding inflammation of the omentum,
caufed by the preflure of thé aterus during:
gravidity ?  The celebrated MorcaGNT,
in his late excellent work, feems to be of
this opinion, and quotes thefe very two in-
ftances: ¢ During pregnancy, fays he, the
omentum, being comprefled by the uterus and
the other vifeera, and for that reafon fome-
times ‘inflamed, may be formed into an
oblong and almoft {cirrhous tumour, which
remains in fome after delivery; _as has even

" 3 Comment. in Boerh. Aph. tom. iv. pag. 460
Yo been
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been obferved by tmie ; and affe@ts theim fomes:
times with pain, but always with fore in"
convenietice or othet; asRuyscH has tafugh’l:
us, aiid, before him, BAvHIK had hinted t.”.
Thefe obfervations therefore (to which' L
did not attend till I had -commiitted: miy:
thoughts on this fubje@to paper) help to-
eonfirm meinmy opinion } nately, That the:
immediate 'catfe of the!puerperal fever, ig
an inflammatioh of the inteffines and omen<:
tam; aid thae the chief pred»'ifpoﬁng caﬁfé;i
is the preflure of the gravid urerus. A

Another-gieat misfortune attehding gs*afm
dity i5; -that the whole abdéminal vgferae,’
Being ftraitened for want' of reom, will prefd’
ftrongly- againft' the diaphragm, and aorfs
Bfcendent, by which means the lungs eand
not be fufficiently expanded; a leffer quantity’
of blood wiil be carried into the inferior parts
of the body, -and’a greater ‘quantity retained
in the fﬁpc'no‘r, that is, ftom the midrifftp--

 wards. 'This. ov‘ér-ﬂow of blood will croud

_inupbn tHe Heart, which will propel it
 dire@ly inté the asrta, in order to be cafried
' 1nt6 ﬁie extfefne pai'ts o‘F thc body ‘Bt the

i ‘DeSé&ﬂ:@*uf.*Mdrb toms; i, ep. xIdfii. § 46,
X circulation
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“circulation being interrupted, in the inferior
part of that great trunk, prevents its pafling;
readily to the lower extremities, therefore
a larger quantity muft neceffarily pafs into
the aorta afcendens, and quickly return again
into the lungs fram whence it came.  By.
thefe means, the circulation will be confin-.
ed, as it were, to a lefler circuit ; the capil-,
lary veffels of the lungs will be continually.
" over-diftended with blood; the circulation
in them greatly impeded; and that organ
always prepared to receive an inflammatory.
or putrefcent digthefis, upon any fupervening
- caufes, which may tend to bring on fuch a,
difpofition. The violent circulation, and
heat, produced by the labour-pains, together
with the fefer, caufed by the inflammation of
the inteftines and omentum, will, I imagine,
very frequently be fully fufficient to effet,
this. Hence, probably, comes that eafy
tranfition which’ this diforder feems to make-
upon the lungs! The difficulty of breathing,
and the cough; the palpitation of the heart,,
aud ‘the rednefs of the face after exercafc, fo
common to pregnant women, fupport thc
former part of our argument’; and the penp-
neumomc fymptoms, fo. often accampanying
S “the

-
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the puerperal fever, fufﬁcxenﬂy countcnance
the latter.’

From what has been‘fmd we may con-
élude, that the degrees of this difeafe may -
be varicus, from the ﬂlghteﬁ to the mpﬂ: :
violent, according to the ftate of the bowels
and omentum, at the time of the attack. If
they are very flightly affected, the difeafe, by a
gentle treatment, may go off in*a very little
time. If more than flightly affected, then
it will require a longer fpace, and more
cfficacious methods. If ‘ftill more affeGted,
the danger will rife in proportxon and fo on,
till at length it may arrive at the moft vio-
lent degree, efpecially when comphcated
~ withan inflammation of the lungs, 2 and be iri
danger of provxng faital in a very fhort
time ! This is not mere furmie 5 for, I think’
I dare venture to affirm, from my own ex-
perience, that there are all thefe ftates, anﬂ
degrees, of the puerperal fever. » :

And hence alfo we may be able to give .
fome reafon, why this difeafe is the moft
eafy, and the moft difficult to cure: Why .
its {lighteft degree is only a fmall remove -
from the ftate in which all women are, after
| childbirth; and why its moft vxolent de-

- X 2 gree
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%V is only a little ren;ove from déath

hy all lying-in women have been, and
ever will be, fubﬁ& to ‘this d1,feafe hcgapfé
the canfes that produce it arer common: to
pre«rnan; WOIReR,_ af all tun:,so aud in all,
;;llmates : Why tﬁe uterus 1s notg accordmg
tq the generally, reccived opinion, the chief
part. injured; apd why, on diffection, it was,
gven found in p ﬁb‘und ftate * : Why neither,
2 fuppreﬁ' on of the Jochia, nor of the mllk,
is the caufe of this diforder; buf moftly: .
{ mptomatlcal As alfo why the puerperal,
r)( ever is not an infectious difeafe, any morg
than the 1ha,cnaﬁion, apleurify, a zepbritis, op.
sujnflammation jn any other part of the hody :
~ Why it may ingeneral be eafily cured, if.
taken at the begmmng ; and why 3
of it mpft often prove fatal : Why all-tef
ous pqwders, and aftringents of every kmd,
given at the beginning, muft frequently
prove deﬁru&we ‘and why a.comprefiion,
by banéage upon thc a,bdaﬂmz, in this malady,

b Ip,ﬁapces, of this kind, gre preferved in, th; anaton;u;a}
M'nsx-iUM, of thz;t accuratc ang ingeniops Anato;mﬁ Mr,
. HENRY ‘WATSON: of Rathbone- Place; Soho; whofé

yalusble Colieftion is aiways.c -open | for: thfL geﬁcral ;mprm.
ment ofmedical fcpace, : ,

9."
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~ gpr eyen after any delivery, is hurtful: ‘Why

miliary, and other febrile eruptions, are.nqf:
the’ peceflary. confeqnenpc of this difordery
but merely accidenta] *. From what &
heen propofed we may likewife learn, wh;
clyﬁers, ~and cathartics, are fo e&'e,&uj
in the cure of this dxftemper, ' apﬂ
why all other methods fhould prove, WR;
fucceféful, ‘without them; why blq¢dmg,
therefore, may be only looked upon as 3
feconda,ry help, though it thould always be the
firft jn poiut of time; Why in all fayers,
{ucceedgng a ﬁate of pregnancy, an evacuay
tion by the ;nteﬁmal canal is the p;m01pal
remedy._ And laﬁly, why a thogough agy

quaintance with the nature, caufe, apd cyre, -

of the puerperal fever, is a certain key. tp
the. knawledge, and treatment, of all fevery
happening after delivery; whether undeg thg
name of milk-fever, or any other.

Hgvmg pomted out the noxious. eﬁ'p&s, of
the primary and grand predlfpoﬁng caufe. of
this difeafe, the preEure of the gravuf u.tgrm‘

200 t.bxs head conflt tbe judicious wrhmgs of t.Be o

celebrated Profeflor ANTONIUS DE' HAEN, in hxs Ratjo
Mea'md; :
. 1wl
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1 will proceed to enumerate fome other canfes
which have the fime evil tendency. ‘Thefe
happen cither before, or after delivery, The
principal caufes, after delivery, which may be
termed occafional, are too free an ufe of cordials
#nd fpices; an over—heated air; an'urthealthy
ftate of - the atmofphere; uueaﬁnefs of
thind; a bad habit of body; an " obftruct-
- ed psrfplratlon but efpecially the negle&
of keeping the belly gently open foon after
childbirth: and in a word, every poflible ac-
- cideut which is capable of inereafing the cir-
culation “of ‘the blood. For the inteftines
and omentum, bemg prepared as it were, by
the preceding uterine compreflion, to receive
~ any febrile commotion raifed in the blood,
will be ever ready to catch the flame, let the
exciting caufes be whatfoever they will: I
only particularize the above as the moft
commn, and the moft prevalent.

And as the puerperal fever hath a ﬁrong
tendcngy, to run quickly into a ftate of putre--
fattion ;5 all caufes, during pregnancy, which
contribute to bring on a corruption of the
bloed and juices, will greatly conduce to this
‘difeafe. Hence breathing a moift, or 1mpure
air ; want of cleanlinefs ; indolence ; vexation;

intemperance
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intemperance of every kind; great coftive.
nefs ; hard labour, or violent exercife ; high-
feafoned meats ; too much animal food; are
all very powerful predifpofing caufes, Preg-
nant women, therefore, fhould be very care-
ful, to avoid all thefe things as much as
poffible. Their diet thould be ‘plain, and
fimple ; with a due mixture of animal and
vegetable fubftances. They thould eat plen~
tifully of fruit, and drink mild, cooling, and.
- acefcent liquors. If this fort of diet be not

- fufficient to keep the body gently open, as
coftivenefs is particularly to be avoided, they
thould take, now and then, a little cream of
tartar, lenitive eletuary, or magnefis. "Theic
exercife thould be regular, but always mode-
rate; they fhould carefully guard againft
violent paffions, and all anxious cares:-and
to avoid the bad effedts’ of indolence, ler
them employ themfelves in fuch domeftic oce.
Cupations as amufe the mind, without fati-
guing the body. - ,

- 1 will now endeavour to account for fome.
of the morbid appearances, which I obferved,
in the diffetion of thofe who died of this
fever. The depraved Lquors, foynd in the

cavity of the abdomen and pelvis, fprgng, in

‘ .
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all probability, from that volatile lymphi
which is ¢ontinually perfpiring through-every
pore of the abdominal vifcera, and peritonzums
and from the difeafed parts of the inteftines
and ementum. ‘The quantity of pus, which
was found mixed with thefe vitiated fluids %
was probably the effets of the inflammation
on the furface of the laft-mentioned wifcera.
Juft i the fame manner as we fee pus fre-
quently generated on the external parts of
the body, in fome inflammations of the eyes
for example, without any excoriation, or lofs
of fubftance. ‘This opinion feems to be con-
firmed by the fixth diffetion, where a quan-
‘ t!ty of pus was feen attually adhermg to ‘the
integuments which lay over the recently’
inflamed furface of the inteftines® This
purulent difcharge, as faft as it colletted,
- would, in general, be wathed away by the
peripirable fluids ﬁeammg through the pores
of the abdominal cavity, as well as by the
general mafs of liquors colletted in the pelvis
and abdomen, and' would be found" mn{ed
.therethh

MPigas 434856 * Pig. 53.
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- ‘Fhe .great ipfiation of the ftomach and,
inteftines *, might be ‘owing partly to a.
* paralytic weaknéls of their caats, from long
preflure, fo as to rendet them-eafily diftends
ed; but. particularly ¢e -the air. continuglly:
gengrating from the putrefadion of the ex-
grementitious humpurs; canfingirritation-and.
fpafmodic .conftriCtions in vasious parts of
the inteftipal canal. . As-aproof of this laf
we find, wherg:a profufe difcharge -by ftool
~ hath come 9n fram the beginning, ‘and con~
tiyued through the whole courfe of thedif-
eafe, o as to carry off this putrefcent matter
as faft as itwas colleded, that the inteftines
“wmere pot fo diftended with flazuss as haps,
peqed, in the, fubjedts of the firft, and fourth ‘
didedtion. . - ;

_.The flight adhefion of the mteﬁxncs to
eaeh other 2, amight be principally caufed by
the ipflsmmation of . their coats, affifted by
preflure. - The -inflamed. omentum when it
is.not ruinpled upy bhut lies fmoothly over the:
furface of ithe inteftinal cinal, may likewife
focdetisnes. tend . to :bring about this effect.
1n the fubjett of the fourth diffetion, where

3 Pag. 41. 43. 48,53 o3 Pag. 38. 41. 48.
Y

the:
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the vrientum covere@thie whole faiface of ‘thc
iitéftines, it adhered clofely nék only to thc
a;{{fwa below, biit to the peritoncum above *.

e greater or lefs degree of ‘this adhefion
fnay alfo depend pretty ‘much - upon the
greater or 1efs quantity of fluid - colleCted “int
the abdomén ; 'which by ies itsterpofition nfighe
hinder, or diffolve, fuch continuity. The
dry*ne{'s of the pafts, in the foutth fubjecvof
&fetion, Wwas, as 1 ‘appreltend, ‘the chief
cilife of that general adhefion of the omentum

to'ithie whole ¢ompafs of the wHMu whiéh
Iay ‘Within itsiéontad, '

There is‘'oné circuiftance, ap'pearmg ot
diﬁ%&tm, which ‘at' firlt féemns alimoft vnc
actountable. .1 mean, how'it comes to. pafs
that the inteftines and omentum, in.the fpace
of three or fouridays from the time ‘of.com-
p}eimmg, thould: re¢eive fo 'mutch m_;dryi
The fubjet of the-thind diffeftion cothiplain-
éd only on -the: third day -aficr delivery;
-and fhe died on the fixth, ‘with tﬁemfbmes
greatly injured, and ttie omentam in a»g:mgrm
nous ftate. It is difficule torirnagine. how
the malady, could. make fuch’a progrefh mi

S 'Page.}s.n

"
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ﬁxﬂwoﬂatuﬂa. ¥t thiss circumftance; forduge
~agitis, firongly carroborates the opintontads '
vanecd: above; - mamely, that the intefbings
and omemtam become o chafed and irritae-
ed; by the comprefiion -and. fritien, of the
' gcamdutm, during labour, as tobe almoft -
it a ftate of. inflammation, m. moft woruen, .
at’ the time ‘of: delivery: and. that “very-
lender fupervening caufes, : fuch as have:
been recited; will: frequently reduce it -
that ftate, and thus bring on the puerpersl’
fever. Nay, 1 dare almoft venture to go°
farther and fay,. that it is not impoffible, but
very probab‘le, that the omentum may fome-
tires be in a ftate of inflammation even be-
fore delivery, andithe patient not be fenfible
of it. Suppofe the uterus, for inftance,:
fheuld make a long continued preffure npon
oue particular fpot, at the lower part of the’
omengum, and all the reft be pretty free.
Might not an' inflammation take place, fome
days: preceding delivery, upon: that par-
ticulat part only, and be fome time before
it fpread fo.as to affect the whole. ‘omentam.®:
Dlow, in fuch a cafe, I prefume, that.the:pa«
tient. would not be immediately fenfible of
ARY. pain, becaufe of the: mfenﬁbxhty of the
Y 2 o om:ntum ;
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omentzm ; that is, not til} thé inflatymation
had fpread itfelf pretty nearly all over that *
orgad, and reached the upper: part, where
the nervés bécome larger, and where it .is .
connefled with the other vifera.- And if
fome flight pains: fhould come on, either
before, or immeédiately after delivery, -the
patient might confound them with labour,
or after-pains, and pay no regard to them
till the inflamhation became general. In.
this cafe, as the difeafe advanged, a fupr
puratign, or gangrene, or both, would feize
firft upon the fpot primarily affeed, and.
from thenge gradpally advance upwards,
The inteftines alfo, thongh a&tually inflamed,
ae not always attended with that degree
of pain, fever, and qther violent fymptoms, -
which  are’ commonly expeélted, - I haye.
"known a puerperal patient fit up in bed, eat.
heartily, -and complain of vety little “pain:
mn the addamen, unlefs upon prefling it, yet.
the difeafe in 3 few days hath proved mortal,:
and. I have found the inteftines greatly in<.
flamed. By thefe means the difeafe may
perhaps, now and then, make great pragrefs
beforé delivery, and either. not be felt atall,.
o bc mr.ﬁzaknn for. ather pmns . Befides,.
L .. thc
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“¢he female fex, being ﬁlbjcéj,', from their
peculids make and nqture, to 2. vanety of
changes and pains abont the region of the
abdofnm, are more inured, as it were, -to;
pain’in general, and bear it much better,
upon moft occafions, than men, And this
alfo may he one great reafon why they often:
négle@® the firft {ymptoms of the puer-
peral fever, thinking, like many of their-
ather complths, ;hey wiJl eeafe of them.-
felves,

. From the mﬁenﬁblhty thcreforeof the emen-,
~ tum, from the difeafe fometimes begmnmg
at its lower part, and from the primary de-
grees of pain in the inteftingl canal being:
miftaken for others of a different nature, L
account for the feeming inconfiftencies with,
refpe& to the time of complaining, and:
the great havock which s foynd to be made
wpon the jnteftines and gmentum, fo fopn after
. the difeafe puts op its true appearance.. Upon
the fame Pnnmpl.es we may agcoynt for the
diftemper coming on, ¢1ther before, of im-
mediately after delivery; for the momﬁ- |
cation which had pamcularly feized the
}ower part of the omeg{um, in the fubjetts

G f"v 9‘
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of: the fécond, and fmmh diffe@ion s 28
alfo for the fudden and imminent danger
which, in fore cafes, mufk attendit.. And
laftly, from what has been faid, the curious
reader miay likewife explain maty 6thér pa- .
treulavs, which will datutally occur to him
in the perifa} of the defeription, progneftics,
diffe@ions, and cure of this difeafe; but which:
would be too tedious te tecount here. : It is
fofficient, for the prefent purpofe, to have:
drawn the great out-lines which lead to all.
the reft. .
© . To douelude we have feen in the precedi*ng
ch)aptcr thag it is the general opinian of au- .
thors, from- the time of HIiPPoCRATES to
this day, ‘That. this difeafe principally. avifes
either from a fuppreffion: of the bokra ; an in-
fammation of - the uterss 5 a retention of the
mitk; or from fome othier complaint pecu=
Rar to the uterus. My differing {o widely
_ - opinion, therefore, from the eftabhfhed
fentinent of fo many ages, may  require fome
* apology. < All that F cayi- offer in ry defence
i‘s, that I haVe drawn my* notion; of the caufe

{I!ag-4»s4‘s- R
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of this difeafe, from a courfe of reafoning
fupported by diffeftions ; and have grounded
my theory, upon a careful examination of all
its fymptoms. Appealing to the candour of
the reader, I humbly fubmit the whole to
ftand, or fall, by the.teft of future obferva-
tions; and left I thould have érred, I will now
make the fame excufe, and in the fame words,
‘as-1 have upon another occafion *. - Nuws
propqﬁtum meurs perfeci, et per totum opus,
intrare tentavi in abdita quafi et ‘penetralia.
morbi, quo facilius ejus latebras et receffus
patefacerem, ommhf[gue exponerem 3 guod ¥
refte peregi, mibi abunde eft; fin minus,
bumanum ¢ft errare.

* ¥a Libello de Scoibuto,'pag. o1."
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" ERRAT A

InPreface, Page vi. Line 1, for ffe@is—read effets.

§n Page after Contents, for Verey [eire—~rvead Pere [cire, - .

In Treatife, Page 8, Line 2, for noways,—rgad in no wile, , .

Page 56, Line 6, dele a pretzy large: quandify of thin blosdy: liguar was.
found in each cavity of the rhorax.

Page G, Dine 12, [ar The London—read The'City of London.

Page 92, Line 7, for tr ment—read treatments )
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