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ADVERTISEMENT.

M osST qf the 'cq/l’.'f on which the doce
" trine contained in the Jollowing pages is
ﬂué?ek{, ﬁ/] under my notice in confequence
Qf‘ being "dppoz’nted, Zp attend all the j)oar
women in._a large and populous tz'z‘y who
bave dﬁcult and dangerous labors. a

I ,fﬁougﬁf it ,-,;gb,( to p}ém{/é this, as were
it not known what circumpance gave me ay
opportunity of colleing them, the number
of cafes, :ifwéen compared with the Shore
Jpace of time in which they occurred, miuft
appear fo- extraordinary, (exceeding, in fo
great a proportion, the number z{/'uzz/{y met

- With even in the moff extenfive private prac-
tice) as poffibly, with Jome readers, to ren-
der their autbeﬂtt’cz'{y doubtful, and confe-

quently to invalidate the req/élzz"ng deduced.

Jrom them.

This




iv ADVERTISEMENT.
This edition contains a much greater
number of cafes -than appeared in the firft
and fecond; and which have been principally
collected from the fame fource from whence the
Jormer ones were obtained, The reader will
Jind that thefe not only tend more fully to
prove the juftice of the reafoning made ufe of
in the Effay, and to confirm the general prac—
tice therein recommended, but that. fome of
them baving been attended with peculiar
circumflances, bave enabled me to confider the =
Subjelt more extenfively, and have given rife
to /&me new remarks, 'wbzclv I z‘rz{ﬁ wzll nat
be without their u/é m pmﬁzce )

NorW1ch S ) (
O&Qber 75 1784.: ) | ,-E"‘- R.



ON THE

UTERINE HEZEMORRHAGE.

I

O circumftance that attends parturi-
tion expofes women to fo much dan-
ger as profufe Hemorrhages from the
Uterus towards the latter end of preg-

nancy, and in the time of labor; the art’

of midwifery is likewife, in no inftance,
more at a lofs in the ufe of means for the
relief of the patient ; an enquiry into the
caufes of them, and an attempt to im-
prove the practice in fuch cafes, cannot,
therefore, be ufelefs. '

i
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TueE treatment of floodings that come
~on before the Uterus has acquired any
confiderable fize muft be very obvious,
and the confequences of them at that
early period of pregnancy are feldom to
be dreaded, as, if the patient lofe blood
from the arm, be kept cool, and in an
horizontal pofture, and fuch mild,-aftrin-
gent, and anodyne medicines be adminif-
tered to her as have been found, by experi-
ence, to reftrain difcharges of blood, they
will very frequently ftop entirely, and the
woman go on to her full time: and if this
thould not be the cafe, but the Hemor-
rhage fhould ftill increafe, it will feldom
increafe to'a degree that will endanger
the life of the mother, without the fmall’
feetus and fecundines being feparated and
thrown off by it, after which the Uterus
will foon contra@®, and thereby clofing
the mouths of the bleeding veflels, the
difcharge will gradually diminith till it be
entirely ftopped: the furgeon has, there-

fore, in thefe cafes, nothing manual to

do;
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do; for, notwithftanding it has been re-

commended by * Mauriceau and + Deven-
ter, and it is faid to be the practice of
fome to endeavour to bring away the fee-
tus by. art, even in-the earlieft months,
Iam ﬁcrfuaded, from experience, that it
is never neceflary, and were ‘it even ne-
ceffary, I cannot conceive it poflible to do’
it with the l\aand.

Bur ﬂoodfngs that precede the delivery
of the full-grown feetus when the Uterus
is arrived at its greateft ftretch, and the
veflels have acquired their utmoft inagni-
tude, muft be ever highly dapgerous,
being more profufe, and more difficult to
fupprefs, in proportion to the increafed
fize of the veflels; infomuch, that the
number of inftances in which they have

* Traite des Maladies des Femmes grofles, fixieme
edition, Livre I. Page 171. o

+ Obfervations importantes fur le Manuel des Ac-
coucheme}:s, traduits du-Latin, Chapitre XXXIII.
Page 192, '

B2 | unhappily
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unhappily proved fatal is very confider-
able. ;

MosT of the authors whom I have
read on this fubjet defcribe thefe cafes as
particularly embarraffing, and feem alike
to acknowledge, that they have always
been at a lofs when fuch have occurred to
them to determine, with any degree of
certainty and fatisfa&ion,, which of the
two methods of practice hitherto recom-
mended it has been moft proper to adopt ;
whether to endeavour to reftrain the dif-
charge by the means before mentioned fer
‘that purpofe, and leave nature, by her
own efforts, to expel the child, as is the
cafe in floodings of the early months, or
at once to introduce the hand into the
Uterus, and bring it away by art.—This
doubt about the propriety of waiting, or
the neceflity of removing the contents of
the womb, they fay, is ever owing to the
uncertainty of knowing the quantity of
blood that has been loft; and, if it were

' known,
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known, to the impofiibility of afcertain-
ing the degtee of lofs that- a woman
might fuftain without manifeft rifque of
life. ”

Tuey all however agree, that when
the difcharge becomes very profufe, and
fuch a confiderable quantity of blood has
been loft as threatens the immediate death
of the patient, that nothing but a {peedy .
delivery will give any chance of prevent-
ing it, and have given us cafes wherein
the bringiag away the child by art has
been attended with fuccefs; they like-
wife inform us of others, in which wait-
ing and pucfuing the palliating means has
been juftified by the natural pains having
come on, and the child having been
timely expelled by them; moreover, where
both methods have been ufed a great
number are . related which, neverthelefs,
proved fatal; but no particular reafons
have been given why the different me-
theds of practice were ufed, why the
fame methods /m fome cafes have fuc-.

' ceeded,
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ceeded, and in others, apparently fimilar,
have failed; nor have any hints been. fug-
gefted to us which might lead us, at the
beginning of the complaint, even to a pro-
bable conjeture, whether the Hemor-
-rhage be of that kind which requires the
turning the child, or not.

WE need not be furprized then to find,
that upon a fubject of fuch acknowledged
uncertainty there thould be fome writers
who give the moft oppofite advice; for as
it is reafonable to fuppofe that the furgeon
who has loft a patient by too long waiting
for the natural pains, will, in all future
cafes, think it right to turn the child
\ipon the firft attack of the complaint, fo
it is equally natural to fuppofe that ano-
ther, who has had feveral that have ter-
minated fafely without turning, will think
it feldom neceflary : thus, to inftance but
two, * Chapman invariably recommends
the delivery by art upon the firft coming

* Effay on the I‘mprovcment of Midwifery, chiefly
with Regard to the Operation. 1733.
: on
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on of the complaint, and * Puzos advifes
always to wait for the natural pains,
. which he believes will rarely fail of put-
ting a fafe end to it.

IT is faid that a late eminent leGurer
in midwifery, in London, ' direGted his
pupils not to be too hafty in checking the
difcharge, as he imagined fome cafes that
fell under his notice turned out better -
by fuffering the veflels to unload a little, ’
than others did in which means were ufed
to reftrain it upon the firft attack.

ANoOTHER, (who is likewife lately de-
ceafed) not lefs capable of judging upon
the fubject, acknowledged himfelf totally
at a lofs what to advife, and faid, that
furgeons muft, in a great meafure, be left
to their own' difcretion when fuch cafes
occur; but fpeaking in general terms, he
thought it right at firft to endeavour to

4+ Memoire fur Pertes de Sang.

check
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check the Hemorrhage, and wait for na-
ture’s affiftance by pains, and if they
fthould not come on, the flooding thould
increafe, and the woman grow weaker,
it was then right to have recourfe to deli-
very by art.

I is hardly neceffary - to obferve, that
contradi@ory as thefe dire@ions are one
to another, they muft all in their turns
be improper, as they are guided by no
. fixed rules; and if no information be,
therefore, to be had than what can be col-
leted from books, and no other' direc-
tions are to influence our practice than
the vague ones we have mentioned, it
will ever be uncertain, it muft frequently
be unfuccefsful‘; for we muft either wait
undetermined what to da till the dif-
- charge becomes very profufe, and fo much
blood is loft as renders what we then do
probably ufelefs, or we mutft do it before
much lofs has been fuftained, at a time
when the patient appears to be in no

danger,

A
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danger, and when we cannot have the fa-~
tisfaction of knowing that nature will not
be able herfelf to expel the child, and
that the turning is abfolutely neceflary ;

the timid pra&itioner, encouraged by no
certain guide,” and cautioufly afraid .of
giving his patient unneceflary pain, . we:
may reafonably fuppofe will, for the moft.
part, be guilty of the firft error; while.
another, who is more precipitate, will,
through a defite of prcuventing the danger of
delay, as often, make ufe of painful means,-

. when the efforts of nature, affifted by ‘
more gentle methods, would probably be-
equally fuccefsful 5 and, at the fame time,
he will likewife unneceffarily expofe his
patient to the danger which a too carly
delivery may, perhaps, occafion..

To remove the uncertainty and embar-
raffiment which have hitherto attended
the practice in thefe cafes, and determiné _
on more fixed and rational principles,
when it is fafe to wait for nature’s endea-

C vours
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vours to expel the child, and when it is
abfolutely neceflary to bring it away by
art, would, therefore, certainly be an
important improvement in midwifery.
" 'For this purpofe two things appear to
bc}ndifpcnfably neceffary; firft, to know
the reafon why, in cafes that have began
exaltly alike, where the difcharge, pulfe,
and faintnefs have appeared the fame, and
there has been no remarkable difference
in the age, ftrength, and conftitution of
the patient, and the (ame treatment has,
likewife, been made ufe of, they have,
neverthelefs, in the end turned out quite
differently; why in fome the difcharge is.
, reftrained by ufing the common palliat-
’ ing means, and the labor terminates fafely '
by waiting for nature to empty the womb;
and in others, notwithftanding the ufe of
the very fame methods, it increafes to a
degree that expofes the woman’s life to
~ the moft immediate danger, and thereby
renders the turning of the child necef-
: fary:
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fary : and, fecondly, to be able to pro-
cure this information as early as poffible
after the coming on of the Hemorrhage,
fo as to enable us to determine with cer-
tainty, before too much-blood has been
loft, whether it be right to endeavour to
reftrain it by the means before mentjoned,
or to proceed at once to delivery,

" A KNOWLEDGE of the true caufes that
produce floodings will give us all the.in+
formation, which I have confidered as
the frf requifite towards ‘an improve~
ient in the pra®ice ; for though it has
been ‘little noticed by thofe who have
written upon the fubjed, they certainly
arife from two very different caufes, which
are very different in the danger they pro.
duce, and which require a very oppoﬁtc
method of treatment . .

FLooDINGS :havc, indeed, heretofors
been confidered as arifing from two dif-
ferent caufes, one alone of which was
fuppofed dangerous, a diftin&ion having
been made, by fome authors, between the

C2 difcharge
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difcharge which came from the Vagina,
and that which proceeded from the Ute-
rus ; and when it came from tke Uterus,
they alfo diftinguithed whether it came
from the bottam or the orifice of the
womb, by which was only meant, whe-
ther it was occafioned by a feparation of .
the Placenta, or whether it was owing
merely to a rupture of the veflels of the
Vagina or Os Uteri, produced by the dif-
tenfion of labor. This diftin&ion, to
thofe who are the leaft converfant with
practice, muft appear trifling,-as no bleed-
ing of confequence enough to deferve
confideration ever comes from..the latter,
and that Which is the obje& of the pre-
fent enquiry always proceeds from the

TuE feparation of the Placenta from
the Uterus before the delivery of the
child, and the confequent opening of its
veflels, muft, therefore, be looked upon
as the proximate caufe of every confider-
able difcharge of blood from the womb
at that time; but this premature feparas

o - tion
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tion of it may be produced by very dif-
ferent caufes, and it is a knowledge of
this difference that will, in my opinion,
remove the difficulty of .afcertaining the
reafon why. the fame apparent complaint
fthould, very often, fo widely differ in its
termination, and at the fame time remove
alfo the uncertainty of treating it.
THERE is no particular part of the
"Uterus to which nature feems conftantly
and unifarmly to.fix the Placenta; it is,
neverthelefs, for the moft part, fo fitu-
ated, that if the woman be healthy, and
no accident befal her, it.does not feparate
~ till the full term of pregnancy, nor’ then
before “the entire expulfion of the.child,
after which it becomes difengaged from
the Uterus, and is thrown off, making
room for its entire contradtion, which
thutting up the mouths of the veflels, ef-
fectually prevents any confiderable lofs™ of
blood ; for which purpofe, it is plain it
" muft be fixed to fome part of the womb
which does not dilate during 1abor;
namely, to the fundug ar fides of it.
' In
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"IN this cafe, then, when a flooding
comes on before the delivery of the child,
it is obvious that the feparation of the
Placenta muft be owing to fome acci-
dental circumftance, to violence done to
. the Uterus by blows or falls, to fome pe-
culiar laxity of the uterine veflels from
badnefs of habit, or fever, or to fome in-
fluence of the paffions of the mind fud-
denly excited, fuch as fear, anger, &c.

BuT from the uncertainty with which
(as before obferved) nature fixes the Pla-
centa to the Uterus, it may happen to
be fo fituated, that when the full term of
pregnancy is arrived, and labor begins, 2
flooding meceffarily accompanies ‘it, and
without the intervention of any of the
- above accidental circumftances; that is,
when it is fixed to that part of the
womb which always dilates as labor ad-
vances, namely, the Collum and Os Uteri,
in which cafe jt is very certain that the
Placenta cannot, as before defcribed, re-
main fecure till the expulfion of the
child, .but muft, of neceffity, be fepa-

- rated
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rated from it in proportion as the Uterus
opens, and, by that means, an Hzmor-
rhage muft unavoidably be produced.

TuAT floodings, which arife from thefe
two different caufes, which I will dif-
tinguith by the names of accidental and
unavoidable, though they may appear ex-
~adtly fimilar in their firft fymptoms, thould
terminate very differently if left to na-
ture, affifted only by the palliating means
before -mentioned, cannot feem  ftrange ;
nor can it be a doubt that of thefe two
kinds of floodings only one of them,
namely, that which is produced by an
accidental feparation of the-Placenta, can
be relieved by the ufe of thefe palliatives ;
and that the other, in which .the Placenta
1s fixed to the Os Utéri, and the flood-
ing is therefore unawoidable, cannot poffi-
bly be fupprefled by any other method
whatever than the timely removal of the
contents of the womb ; for fuppofing the
difcharge to be .for a while reftrained by
bleeding, medicine, cool air, &c. it will
inevitably return when nature is fo far re-
covered
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covered as again to bring on labor : in the
firft cafe, if the Hzmorrhage have been
checked by the ufe of the above means,
it is not impofiible but labor may come
on, and the child be fafely expelled by
the natural pains before it returns, or if
it thould return, it may not increafe in-
quantity ; as in this cafe, very probably
the feparated part of the Placenta, which
occafions the difcharge, remains nearly
the fame; whereas, in the other cafe, in
which the dilatation of the Os Uteri pro-
duces the feparation of the Placenta,
every re¢turn of pain muft be a return of
the bleeding, and it muft become greater
and greater as the Uterus opens more and
more, and the Placenta is in proportion
detached, till it increafes to a degree that
exhaufts the patient, and fhe dies before
nature has been able to expel the child.
That fuch muft inevitably be the progrefs
and event of floodings arifing from fuch
a caufe, if left to nature, is too obvious
~ to be further infifted on.

Tuar
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TuAT this attachment of the Placenta
to the Os Uteri is much oftener a caufe
of floodings than authors and prattitioners -
are aware of, I am from experience fully
fatisfied; and fo far am I convinced of
its frequent occurrence, that I am ready
to believe ;hat~moﬁ, if not all, of thofe
cafes which require turning the child, are
produced by this unfortunate original fitu-
ation of it; and, moreover, (which is
perhaps of as much practical importance
to know,) when the Placenta is not fo
fituated, the events of the annexed cafes
authorife me to fay, that if the patient
be properly managed nature will, for the
moft part, terminate the labor fafely with-
out any manual affiftance of the furgeon:
and, independent of the proofs which ex-
perience gives, it fcems reafonable that
in the latter cafe it fhould be fo; for
thofe who are much converfant with the
difficult part of midwifery, muft have ob-
ferved, how much more nature is able to
do for her own relief than is commonly

D imagined,
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imagined, and how, unexpe&edly, fhe
‘will fometimes effe& what art has been, a
~long time, in vain attempting. If weadd
to this, that when any dangerous circum-
ftance affe(ts the Uterus, nature ever
makes fome effort to remove it, need we
be furprifed, that in thefe cafes, when the
Placenta is not at the mouth of the
womb, and there is, therefore, no impe-
diment to its dilatation, and the expulfion
of the child, the fhould, for the moft
~ part, fafely effe® both?

I uave the fatisfa&tion of adding two
very refpeftable authorities in further
confirmation of what I have juft faid; the
one is of Mr. Charles White, of Man-
chefter, and the other of Mr. John Aikin,
of Warrington, gentlemen well known
both as furgeons and as writers. Mr.
White, who has had the moft extenfive
pradtice in midwifery, as there was a time
when almott all the difficult cafes not only
in . Manchefter, but in a very populous

neighbourhood
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neighbourhood through a large -circuit of
many miles fell under his care, and who
is therefore well qualified to jidge upon
the fubje&, tells me, ¢ That the diftinc-
tion I make between floodings which are
accidental, and thofe which areunavoidable,
perfectly agrees with his experience in
fuch cafes ; and that he is very clear that
few, if any, of the former require turn-
ing and delivery by art.” And Mr.
Aikin, whofe practice is alfo confiderable,
fays, ¢¢ That he has never had occafion to
ufe forcible dilatation and turning except
where the Placenta has been found at the
mouth of the Uterus,”

THERE are not, indeed, wanting rela-
tions of cafes in which the Placenta has
been found at the mouth of the Uterus,
but it was ufually fuppofed to have been
feparated from fome other part of it, and
pufhed down inte that fituation by its
own gravity, and the force of the natural
pains ; and fome have even denied the

D2 poffibility
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poffibility of its ever being originally.
fixed there.

* Mauriceau has a long chapter on this
fubje&, and has related a great many cafes
of floodings in_Which he found it necef-
fary to turn the child, and in which the
Placenta prefented ; but he fuppofes that
where this is the cafe, that it ‘is ever
wholly detached from the 'Uyterus; and
confidering it, therefore, as a foreign
body, he recommends that it fhould al-
ways be immediately brought away, un-
lefs the membranes adhere fo ftrongly to
it and to the Uterus as to endanger the
latter by the removal of it,

4 La Motte relates feveral cafes of thig
kind ; but he likewife {uppofes, that when
the Placenta is thus ﬁtuated, that it is

#* Traite des Maladies des Femmes grofles, &c. fixieme
edmon, 1721.
+ General Treatife of dewxfery, tranflated by Tom-
kyns, 1746.
wholly.
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wholly detached, and advifes, therefore,
that it thould be brought away before the
delivery of the child. '

Dionis * fays, ¢ That the after-birth
fometimes loofens before the membranes,
which contain the waters, are broke, and
when the infant turns.itfelf it is to be
found at the internal orifice of the
womb.” g

Ruyfch + fays, ¢ Itis well known that
the Placenta Uterina fometimes prolapfes
or _fubfides befare the feetus in the time of
parturition.”

Deventer} relates, that when the Pla-
centa is detached from the Uterus, it is

* T'reatife of Midwifery, tranflated from the French,
1719. :

t+ Pradtical Obfervations in Surgery and dewxfcry, :
Englith Tranflation,’ 1751,

1 Obfervations importantes fur le Manuel des Ac-
couchemens, traduites du Latin, 1734

ufually
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ufually found at the orifice, to which it
defcends by its weight, ‘* ou for poids
DPentraine; he calls it likewife, ¢ /a
the falling down of the Placenta;
and he further fays, fpeaking of a woman
-flooding in labor, ¢ I/ /a Sfaut accoucher
promptement et fans attendre a ['extremit?,
£ Don conndit par Iattouchement, que la
Placenta eft tombe @ Porifice. '

I

chute,

Giffard}{ has more than twenty cafes
where the Placenta was found at the Os
Uteri, but he plainly fuppofes that it had
not been originally fixed there; for he
fays, ¢ It.is cuftomary in floedings to
find the Placenta funk down to the mouth
of the womb.”

Smellie, in his firt volume of Mid-
-wifery, more than once mentions the pof-
fibility of the Placenta being fixed to
this part of the Uterus, and in his third

3 Cafes in Midwifery, 1734. .
volume
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volume defcribes feveral cafes in which it
was there fituated; but there are no prac-
tical inferences drawn from them, dor, ifr
his direCtions about the management of
floodings, are there any rules given rela-
tive to this fituation of it.

In a Treatife on Midwifery, by Benja-
min Pugh, publithed im 1754, is the
following obfervation on this fubjeét:
« #The Placenta fometimes loofens be-
¢« fore the membranes, which contain the
« waters, are broke, and by the ehild’s
* turning itfelf, it is fometimes found to
¢ prefent at the mouth of the womb, and
* it is to be known by the touch from
“ the membranes, head, or any part of
¢ the child, by its beihg a foft fpongy
“ body, without form, and quite dif-
« ferent from the fleth of the child,
‘¢ which is always miore folid; fo that
‘¢ fince it is of no ufe to the child, but

. * Page 112,
¢ the
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«¢ the reverfe, from the moment it is fe~
«¢ parated from the womb, the opérator
«¢ muft flide his hand on one fide, break
¢ the membranes, let out the waters, and
« extra@ the child by the feet immedi-
< ately. If the membranes are broke,
¢ and -the Placenta in the paffage, you
¢ muft firt bring that forth, and then
¢« extract the child.”

THERE is a fimilar cafe related by Dr,
D’Urban, in his Latin Diflertation on the
Hemorrhagia Uterina, which he evidently
confiders as a moft unufual ane; for,
fpeaking of the Placenta being there fitu-
ated, and thereby producing . the flood-
ing, he fays, ¢ _/ingularem Hazmorrhagiaz
hujus caufam fuiffe.”

In * Levret’s Treatife on Midwifery-,
publifhed at Paris a few years ago, there is

® L’Art des Accouchemens, &c. par M. Andr¢
Levret, troifieme edition, 1766.

a very
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a very excellent *differtation on this fub-
je&, in which the author proves, from
very fatisfaGory rcafoning, that the Pla-
centa may be fituated on the Os Uteri
without having been previoufly feparated
from fome other part of it, and puthed
down there ; he illuftrates this by four
cafes in which the Placenta was attached
to the Os Uteri; two of which were un-
der his own care, another was communi-
cated by a friend, and the laft was taken
from the relation of a difle®ion of a
gravid-Uterus, publithed in the Memoirs
of the Royal Academy of Sciences at
Paris in 1723, in which the Placenta was
found there fituated, and had been the
caufe of an Hamorrhage, which proved
mortal. |

* Differtation fur la Caufe la plus ordinaire, et ce-
pendant la moins connue, des Pertes des Sang qui ar-
rivent inopinement a quelques Femmes dans les derniers
Tems de leur Groflefle, et le feul et unique Moyen d’y
remedier efficacement. Page 353. i

E : - " Dr,
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- Dr. Hunter, in his beautiful engravings
of different views of the gravid Uterus,
lately publithed, has one in which the
Placenta was found at the Os Uteri, and
had been the caufe of a fatal flooding.

TrERE are likewife feveral cafes of
floodings in which the Placenta was fitu-
ated on the Os Uteri, related in *Leroux
Obfervations on Hemorrhages which hap-
pen to women in labor; but as his
principal defign was to confider the na-
ture and management of Hzmorrhages
which occur after the expulfion of the
child, he takes but flight notice of this
peculiar ‘circumftance.

More authorities might ftill be pro-
duced -to prove that the Placenta has
been often found in this fituation, but
thefe are fufficient; and I have not the

® Obfervations fur les Pertes de Sang des Femmes
en couches et fur le Mayen de les guerir, par M.
LEROUX. A Dijon, 1756, ‘

leaft
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feaft doubt but in all of them it was ori=
ginally fixed to the Os Uteri; it is poffi-
ble, indced, if the womb opens with uns«
ufual facility and quicknefs, and the wo-
man, through a peculiar conftitutional
ftrength, be able to fupport the lofs of
blood which muft neceffarily be produced -
by it, that the Placenta may become
wholly detached; and its having been
fometimes found lying loofe there, is, un-
doubtedly, the reafon why it has been
fuppofed to have been {feparated from-
fome other part of the womb, and to have
fallen down into that fituation: the im-
poflibility of fuch a circumftance will,
however, be very evident, if we confider
the anatomy of the gravid Uterus ; for the
Spongy Chorion*, ‘which, by an univer-
fal adhefion, conne&s the membranes to

the

* This fine cellular fubftance, which is the connecing
medium between the Uterus and the Chorion, and
through which an infinite number of veflels ramify, was
defcribed by the late Dr. M¢Kenzie, under the name I

- E2 : have
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the Uterus, and which is an expanfion of
the furface of the Placenta, muft effec-
tually prevent the latter from changing
its. place, whilft the former remains unfe-
parated, which I am convinced, from fe-
veral diffections, it always does till the
expulfion of the child; indeed, there
muft be a partial feparation of this mem-
brane, in the [pace between the Placenta
and the Os Uteri, to allow of the dif-
~ charge of blood into the Vagina, but
there muft be an entire feparation of it,
above as well as below the Placenta, to
admit of its falling down, which, I thould
fuppofe, could never take place before
the delivery of the child.

IT may appear extraordinary, that a
circumftance, attended with fo much
danger, and which feems to be fo fre-
quent a caufe of the Uterine Hamor-

" have ufed, but it is fometimes called the Membrana
Cribriformis, and I find Dr. Hunter, in his anatomical
plates of the gravid Uterus, gives it the name of De-
sidua, .

rhage
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rhage, fhould have hitherto been fo little
noticed ; for though, in the cafes which
have been juft alluded to, the Placenta
was found at the Os Uteri, yet it was, in
very few of them, fuppofed to have been
originally fixed there, and I make no
doubt but it has often happened when it
has not been known at all to the furgeon,
as I am induced to believe, that in the
greateft number of thofe inftances in
which the women have died undelivered,
the floodings have been produced by this
attachment of it: but this is eafily ac-
- counted for, when we confider, that it is
very rarely that a furgeon has an opportu-
nity of opening the gravid Uterus after
~ death, that there are very few {ymptoms
in the courfe of the complaint which
might lead a perfon unapprized of its
frequent occurrence to fuch a conjegture,
and that in the early part of labor, when
the Uterus is high in the Pelvis, and the
Os Tincz is very little open, it is not
difcoverable by the ufual mode of exami-
nation : we may alfo add, that in thofe
few cafes where there has been fufficient

' ftrength
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ftrength to admit of its being completely
open, the Placenta muft have been found,
loofe ; and, moreover, which is perhaps
the principal reafon, that the number of
floodings which happen, when compared
to the number of labors, is fo {fmall, that
very few muft come under the notice of
thofe who are engaged only in private
pradtice, not enough, probably, in their
whole lives, to draw their attention fuffi-
ciently to the fubjet, or to make them
competent judges of it.

ApMITTING, then, that floodings are
produced by thefe two different caufes®,
and that they require a treatment fo widely
different, we cannot be at a lofs when

fuch

# La Motte relates a cafe of flooding, in his 214th ob-
fervation, produced by a caufe different to either of
thofe I have mentioned, and which, probably, would
be more dangerous than that which arifes from the acci«
dental caufe, as it would continue as much during the
prefence as the abfence of pain, nor would it ceafe till
the child and Placenta were removed, which, unlefs the
progrefs of the labor was quick, might produce a lofs

of
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{fuch occur to us, and we have difcovered
the particular caufe from which they arife,

of blood fufficient to deftroy the woman ; the cafe [ al-
Jude to is a rupture of une of the umbilical veflels,
owing to the cord being feveral times twifted round the
child’s neck, and to its texture being remarkably weak
and knotty : but as this is fo very extraordinary an in-
ftance, that it, perhaps, may never occur again, and
as it would be, moreover, impoffible to know the caufe
of it till the labor was finithed, I think it deferves not
to be confidered amongft the general caufes of the Ute-
rine Hemorrhage.

Another circumftance may likewife happen to prevent
the expulfion of the child by nature, even when the
flooding is not produced by the attachment of the Pla-
centa ta the Os Uteri; I mean, when the Pelvis is fo
badly formed that the head cannot pafs in the ufual
time. Mr. Aikin has favoured me with a cafe fomewhat
like this; ¢¢ he was fent for to a woman who had flooded
pretty much, the membranes were broken, and the
Funis was coming down into the Vagina ; he immedi-
ately introduced his hand to turn, when he found the
head in the paffage, which by a pain was forced pretty
low, and he thought the labor would foon be over,
but after waiting two or three hours the head continued -
where it was, and the flooding returned at times; the
woman being now very weak, and the child certainly
dead, from the obftruttion of the navel-ftring, which
was pu(hed down, he opened the head, dchvered and

the patient did well,”
how
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how to a&t; as, in the one cafe, we fhall
be encouraged to wait, and make ufe of
fuch means to reftrain the difcharge as
will be more particularly mentioned here-
after, and in the other, we fhall not hefi-
tate to have recourfe to delivery by art;
for it is very obvious that the want of fuc-
cefs which has {o often attended the turn-
ing the child, when fuch has been thought
neceflary, is to be attributed to the opera-
tion having been too long delayed, rather
than to any real danger that attends the cau-
tious performance of it; 3s if it be not at-
_tempted, as ufually happens, till the woman
be well nigh exhaufted, it muft certainly
be a doubtful matter whether fhe lives
through the operation, or, if fhe furvive
that, whether the debilitated Uterus will be
able to contra& itfelf when its contents
are removed, fofar as to put an entire ftop .
to the difcharge ; the chances under fuch
circumftances being then fo unfavourable,
no wonder that the moft cautious and fkil-
ful, turning of ‘the child has fo feldom
been attended with fuccefs.

THE
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Tue fucceéfs of turning depending,
therefore, entirely upon its being done
before the patieat has loft too much’
blood, it is a matter of the utmoft im-
portance to obtain an carly knowledge of
* the neceflity there is of doing it, or in
other words, to know at the beginning
~ of the difcharge, whether it be produced-
by the Placenta being fituated on the Os
Uteri, or not,: \Wlﬁch is the jfecond cir-
“cumftance I before confidered as effenti-
dlly neceffary to enable the furgeon to
pra&ii:e with certainty in thefe cafes, and
concerning which I thall now endeavour
to give fome directions.

. THERE is, perhaps, fome difference to
' be obferved in the time and manner that
floodings, produced by thefe different
caufes, come on; probably that which is
occafioned by the Placenta being fixed to
the Os Uteri, will, for the moft part,
not come on till the full term of parturi-
fion, when the Uterus begins to dilate
from the approach of labor; the other,
4 o F which
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which is owing to fome accidental fepara-
tion of the Placenta, may, on the other
hand, come on before labor begins, and
indeed at any time during pregnancy;
and, poflibly, were we to be very nice in
our enquiries, it might be accounted for
by the patient’s having received fome ex~
ternal injury, having fuffered by  fever,
or undergone fome fudden and confider-
able fright, &c. but as thefe, with other
fymptoms that might, very likely, be
enumerated, are at beft but vague and
equivocal, and as alfo, though the Pla-
centa be fituated on the mouth of the
womb, it may, neverthelefs, fometimes
- be feparated by the fame accidental means
which detach it .when otherwife fitu-
ated, the only certain knowledge refpect-
ing its fituation is to be derived from an
examination of the Uterus by the touch. -

For this purpofe, however, the ufual
“method with “one finger will mot always
fuffice, but the hand muft be introduced
into the Vagina, and one finger infinuated
into
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into the Uterus*; for in feveral of the

following cafes it will appear, that though
the women were frequently examined in

~ the ufual way, the Placenta was not dif-

covered till.the hand was admitted for the
purpofe of turning the child : if this be
done flowly and cautioufly, and the hand
be properly lubricated, it will feldom give
the patient much pain; but if it thould
give fome pain, as it is to obtain informa-
tion fo eflentially neceflary to her fafety,
that ought never to induce us to omit
dojng it, or to do it imperfectly : if the

‘Placenta be at the mouth of the Uterus it

will be immediately felt by the finger,

" % T have had an opportunity of feemg an accurate
copy of the late Dr. Young’s very excellent Leétures
on the Theory and Pra&tice of Midwifery, and though
he takes no notice of this fingular fituation of the Pla-

‘centa, he advifes in floodings always to examine the

flate of the Uterus, by introducing the hand into the Va-
gina; the reafon he gives for it is, that the coagufated
blood, which is ufually found in the paffage, renders it
impoflible to feel the Os Uteri with fufficient diftin&-

* nefs by the finger alone : if, then, it be right when the

fituation of the Placenta is not an ob}e& of enquiry,
the propriety of my recommending; it above muft be very
obvious, ,

F 2 and

v
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and may be diftinguithed from the mem«
branes by its greater thicknefs, and from
coagula of blood, by the irregularity and
roughnefs of its interior furface, which
will then prefent to the finger.

It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that
it may fometimes happen, that at the very
firt coming on of the complaint, if the
difcharge be fmall, and more efpecially if
it be the patient’s firft child, and the parts
be clofe and unyielding, the admiffion of
the hand into the Vagina, as I have di-
rected, will be attended with the utmoft
difficulty, and, perhaps, be almoft im-
practicable:—in this cafe let us wait (but
let it be with the patient) till the difcharge
increafes, or has continued long enough to
relax the parts; for certainly, if the wo-
man be able to bear lofing a little bloed,
which at firft the may fafely do, the exa-
miﬁatiqn will be thereby rendered more
cafy, and the turning the child, if re-
ceflary, be more practicable and fafe.

' SUPPOSING
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SupPosING, then, that the Placenta
fhould, from this enquiry, be found at
the mouth of the womb, the furgeon
_ will be at once convinced of the danger
that muft unavoidably attend delay, from
the impoffibility there will be of afford-
ing the woman relief by any other means
than the timely removal of the child, and
will, on that account, not hefitate to de~

liver before too great a lofs has- been
fuftained. '

In recommending early delivery, I
think it right, however, to exprefs a
caution againft the premature introduc-
tion of the hand, and the too forcible
dilatation of the Os Uteri, before it is
fufficiently relaxed by. pain or difcharge;
for it is, undoubtedly, very certain, that
the turning may be performed too foen’
.as well as too late, and that the confe-
quences of the one may be as deftrutive
to fhe patient as the other. I am parti-
cularly led to obferve this, as I have
lately been informed, from very good au-

thority,
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thority, (namely, a gentleman to whom
one of the cafes occurred) of three un-
happy inftances of an error of this fort,
which happened fome years ago to three
furgeons of eftablithed reputation, who,
from the fuccefs they had met with in de-
livering feveral who were reduced to the
laft extremity, were encouraged to at-
tempt it where but very little blood had
been loft, in hopes that their patient’s
conftitutions would fuffer lefs injury, and
‘their recovery be more fpeedy; which,
till the experiment was made, was a very
reafonable fuppofition; the women died,
and they feemed convinced that their
deaths were owing to the violence of
being delivered too foon, and not to the
lofs of blood, or any other caufe.

It becomes then neceffary to endeavour
to afcertain, with a degree of accuracy,
the precife time when we may proceed
to deliver, without_ fear of incurring the
ill effeCts either of precipitancy or delay.

It
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.- It has been advifed never to introduce
the hand till nature has fhewn fome dif-
pofition to relieve herfelf, by the dilata-
tion of the Os Uteri to the fize of a thil-
ling, or a balf crown; and this rule is
certainly founded on a rational principle ;
for when it is fo much dilated, there is no
doubt but the turning may be eafily and
fafely effe@ed ; but from fome of the an-
nexed cafes it appears, that a dilatation to
this degree fometimes does not take place
at all, and that even when the woman is
dying from ‘the great lofs of blood, 'the

Uterus is very little open ; the reafon for -

which feems to be, that when the dif-
charge has been confiderable, and more
particularly when much blood has been
{uddenly loft, fuch' a faintnefs is brought
on, that though the:Uterus be totally re-
laxed, and might therefore be opened by
the moft gentle efforts, yet nature is un--
able to make ufe.of.thofe efforts ;. and,
moreover, if there be {flight ,pains,t the

adhefion of the Placenta to the internal

furface of the mouth of the womb coun-
' terals
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- tera&ts their influence, and thereby hin~
ders its giving way to a power, which
would otherwife, probably, - very eafily
open it. '

It appears, then, that this rule, if in-
variably adhered to, would, in fome cafes,
be attended with danger, as we might wait
for the opening of the Uterus till it was
teo late to relieve the woman by turning the
child; and for this reafon it feems right,
that we fhould fometimes be as'much in-
~ fluenced by the Os Uteri being in a ftate
capable of dilatation without violence, as
by its being really open; when this is the.
cafe, ' therefore, if the woman’s fituation
' demand: fpeedy affiftance, we fhould not
hefitate to attempt delivery, even though
to the touch the Uterus feem quite fhut,
more efpecially as in making the att¢empt,
we fhall know, before we can poffibly
bave injured the Uterus, whether it be fafe
to proceed;—if - the womb readily give
way, and the hand pafs with eafe, we may
be certain no hamn will follow, and may,

on
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on that account, profecute the turning;
but if, on the contrary, there immediately
come on a contrattion of the Os Uteri,
that in a purfe-like manner tightly fur-
rounds the fingers, it will prove difficult,
~and we ought therefore to defift, and -
wait till the part be more relaxed by pain
or difcharge, as difficulty, in thefe cir-
cumftances, is the trueft criterion of
danger.

As an encouragement that we may fafely
fuffer a woman, under fuch circumftances,
to lofe more blood, the contraction may
~ certainly be looked upon as a proof that
there ftill remains a confiderable portion
of animal ftrength, and that fhe has not
been fo much affected by the lofs as' we
before imagined; and if we can fo far
moderate the difcharge, as to prevent the -
blood fram being too fuddenly loft, which,
in fuch a cafe, it muft be our endeavour
to do, a very confiderable quantity may
come away without endangering the life

G | of
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of the patient. But in waiting for a fur-
ther relaxation, we ought by no means to
_ leave the woman, not even if the flooding,
_ from the means we have ufed to moderate
it, be totally fupprefled; as when the Pla-
centa is here fituated, the Hazmorrhage
will fometimes return fo fuddenly and
profufely, that if the furgeon be not at
hand immediately to bring away the child,
* the woman perithes.in a very little time.

Tue cafe of the King’s coachman’s
wife, related by Smellie in his anfwer to
Dougles, is a ftriking proof of the danger
of leaving a patient in fuch a fituation.
The woman had flooded feveral times from
the middle of the feventh month to within
a fortnight of her full reckoning, at
which time it increafed much, the had
flight pains, and the Os Uteri was found
to be open to the fize of a fixpence, beyond
which was a foft fubftance that felt like
the Placenta; as the-dilatation was, he
;hought,. infufficient to admit of delivery,
" he
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‘he determined to wait; the advice of
another phyfician was taken, who con-
curred with him that it was proper to
wait till ¢ thofe pains fhould bring on
right labour,” they therefore left the pa-
tient; but in a few hours after he was
again fent for, when he found her in fuch
extreme faintnefs, that fhe expired foon
after his arrival: the body was opened,
and the Placenta was found at the Os
Uteri.—It is obferved, indeed, that a trial
was then made to open the mouth of the-
womb, but it was not effeCted without
much difficulty and a laceration ; fuch an
accident happening, however, after death,
(when gvery- ftrong membranous - part is
cqually jncapable of contration and ex-
~tenfion,) is no-proof that if the moft fa-
vourable opportunity ‘had been watched
for, and a gradual. and repeated endeavour
to open it had been before made, it would
not have fucceeded. Their determining to
wait ¢ till right labour fhould come on,”
and leaving their patient without appre-
“hending its bringing on an increafe of the
dlfchargc, proves their not having thought
G2 ' ‘about
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about thc Placenta, and their not being
aware of the unavoidable confequence of
fuch a fituation of it; and I have related
the cafe as much to prove this, as to-ex-
- emplify the danger of leaving a patlent
: unden fuch circumftances.

To fteer fafc]y, then, between the two
dangerous extremes, it appears neceffary
that, on the one hand, we fhould never
~ deliver till the dilatation of the womb’
can be effected by eafy means, and, en the
other hand, when it has been fufficiently
relaxed by difcharge, if the woman have
fuffered much by it, that we fhould no
l‘onger defer it, notwithftanding, from the
abfence or inefficacy of pain, the Os Uteri
‘fhould remain unopened: yet, after all, as
turning feems to be chiefly neceflary when
the Placenta is fixed to the mouth of the
womb, and that circumftance can feldom
be known till the hand: be introduced inte
the Vagina, and one finger be infinuated
into the Uterus, I fhould imagine it not
very likely that we fhould often be in
danger of injuring thc panent by prema-
' ture
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ture delivery, as when the hand paffes
eafily into the Vagina, 1 thould fuppofe
.there will be feldlom much difficulty ia
its admiffion into the Uterus.

INDEPENDENT, however, of the de-
gree of dilatation of the Os Uteri which
may have taken place, or of its beingin a
ftate fafely admitting of a fufficient dila-
‘tation by art, cafes may occur in which
“the Uterus itfelf is not of fufficient ca-
© pacity to admit the hand for the purpofe -
~ of turning the child, and yet the nature of
them be fuch as, according to the forego-
ing do&rine, to require it; I mean when
the flooding happens fo early in pregnancy
that the Uterus has not attained a fuffi~
cient degree. of diftenfion.

IT would be a very ufeful addition to
our knowledge of the method of treating
floodings, to point out precifely the pe-
riod of, pregnancy, beyond which the
introducion of the hand may be fafely
attémpted ; for though, as before ob-
ferved, it has been direGted by Mauricean

- and
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and Deventer to bring away the Feetus by
. art, in cafes of Hemorrhage, at what-
ever period it may occur, (the former fay-
ing, ¥ < Je meilleur expedient eft d’accoucher
la Femme, le plutit qui faire fe pourra,
quand méme elle ne feroit groffe que de trois
mois, ou encore de moins,” and the latter
recommending it, + ¢ quocunque tem-
pore, five ante, five poft feptimum men-
Jfem,”) yet it is certainly abfolutely im-
praticable to do it in the very early
months. : : '

Notuing but a confiderable number
of cafes of floodings under thefe peculiar
circumftances could enable us to afcertain
this; and though I have not been without
cafes in which the Placenta has been fitu-
ated on the Os Uteri, and an Hzmor-
thage taken place a confiderable time be-
fore the full term of geftation, yet I fear
they are not fufficient for me to found a
decifive opinion upon, ' ,

# Livre I. Chapitre XXI. Page 171, -
4+ Novum Lumen Obftetricum, Cap. LIIL Pa.éin. 145.
I Am

(&Y
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I am difpofed, however, to think, and
in fome recent cafes I have derived no
fmall fatisfaction from finding their events
‘agree with this conjecture, that when the |
Uterus is too fmall for the admiffion of
the hand, the expulfion of the Placenta
and Feetus will happnly be txmcly effeCted
by nature.

It is well known, that, in the very early
months, inftances of fatal terminations
~ of floodings have been very rare, as abor-
tion, fooner or later, puts a ftop to the
difcharge: It haslikewife been before ob-
ferved, that in floodings, at any period'
of pregnancy, women feldom die, at leaft
not in the firft inftance, unlefs a confi-
derable quantity of blood has been fud-
denly loft; now as the danger of a great
and fudden lofs muft obvioufly depend
upon the fize of the Uterine veflels, and
as the enlargement of thefe veflels is
in exact proportion to the increafed fize of
the Uterus, it becomes probable, that
when the veflels have acquired fuch a
magmtudc that when detached from the

Placenta
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Placenta they would bleed largely and
fuddenly, the Uterus itfelf muft have at-
tained to fuch a’capacity as to admit the
hand for artificial delivery.

THE greateft proportionate increafe of
the diameter of the Uterus takes place
from the beginning of the feventh month
to the end of the pregnancy; and wese it
pot fo, an increafe, even upon the fame
proportion as in the more early months,
‘would, after the Uterus had once acquired
the magnitude it has in the fixth moath,
‘produce an increafe, more fenfible with
xefpect to its folid capacity, than at any
former period; as it is well known that a
fmall increafe of the diameter ef a larger
fpherical body, produces a much greater
enlargement of the folid contents of it,
than the fame increafe in the dlametcr of a

fmaller one.

Tais holds good, moreover, upon the
fame principle, with regard to the increafe
of the Uterus when compared with the

Uterine veflels, and as therefore a very
fmall
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* fmall increafe in the capacity of the latter
cannot take place without a very confide-
table enlargement of the former, it be-
comes evident, as before remarked, that
when thefe veflels have acquired fuch a
fize as to bleed fuddenly and largely, the
Uterus itfelf muft have-a confiderable ca~

pacity.

WEeRE it admiffible to deduce pracical -
inferences from thefe imperfet premifes,
~ we might conclude, then, that as the moft
material increafe of the Uterus does not
take place.until the end of the fixth month
~ of pregnancy, that an Hemorrhage before
that period will feldom require artificial
delivery, and after that period fhould it
become neceflary, that it is probable the
hand may then be admitted for that
purpofe. '

L)

THE experience I have had in floodings
at thefe periods, as far as it goes, tends to
H confirm
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confirm this fuppofition ; far in two cafes
which occurred before the end of the
fixth month, though the Placenta was
diftin@ly to be felt at the Os Uteri in
both of them, yet, it not being pra&i-
cable to introduce the hand, I was under
' the neceflity of trufting to the efforts of
nature, and the Placenta and Fcetus were
fafely expelled by the natural pains: and in
four others, which happened between the
beginning of the feventh and the end of the
eighth month, and which appeared to re-
quire artificial delivery, I was able to-ef-
fec it by the introduction of the hand,

THERE are many flopding cafes related
'by Mauriceau, in which turning was had
recourfe to early in pregnancy, and which
feem likewife to fupport this conjeture,
—The reader will find them at full in the
fecond volume of the French quarto edi-
tion, and the following is a brief account
of them, .

- OBSERVATION
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OsservAaTION LV. A patient who
sras feven months gone with child,
flooded, and he turned the child; the
Placenta was at the Os Uteri.

OsservaTioN LIX. The patient was
in the middle of ‘the feventh month, and
flooded much ; after waiting a confiderable
time for nature’s efforts to expel the child,
he judged it proper to introduce the hand,
though the Os Uteri was but little di-
lated; he found the Placenta at the mouth
of the womb, fucceded in turning the -
child, and thé woman did well.

OsservaTIioN CVI. A flooding under
the fame circumftances in the feventh
month of ‘pregnancy; he delivered the
' patxent by turning the child.

. OBsErvATION CLXX. A fimilar flood~ -
ing in the feventh month, but the patient
would not permit. him to deliver, and fhe

dxed undelivered : This cafe, theréfore, isan
H 2 inftance
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inftance’ of natare’s inability to relieve
herfelf under thefe circumftances in the
feventh month.

OBservaTION CLXXYV. Cafe of flood-
ing in the eighth month; the patient
delivered by turning the child.

OsBservaTIioN CCX. Twe women fe-
ven months gone with child, were feized
with floodings, and each 'delivered by
turning the Feetus. .

OsservaTioN CDLIV. A patient, in
aflooding cafe, in the feventh month, de-
- Hivered by turning.

OsservaTioN DIL Another, in the
cighth month, delivered in the fame
manner. ’

~
-

- OsBservaTioNn DCLI. A ﬂboding cafe;-
the woman fix months gone with child, and
delivered by the introdu&ion of the hand.

La
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- La Motte * relates a cafe of flooding in
which he could introduce but four fingers
into the Os Uteri, the woman being be-
‘tween five and fix months gone with
child; he found it impracticable to join
the thumb to them, notwithftanding he
ufed confiderable force, and applied va-
rious-relaxants.

In a colleion of cafes publithed by
Sarab Stone, in the year 1737, are two
of floodings at an early. period of preg-
nancy, in which fhe fucceeded in turning
the children; the one being in the fixth
month, and the other in the beginning of
the feventh. ‘

Smellie 4 has a cafe ‘of flooding in the
fixth month, in which, after making many
ineffeGtual attempts to dilate the Os Uteri
and introduce the hand, he was under the

" neceflity of defifting entirely, and waiting

#* Ancienne Edition, Obfervation 203, Pag. 354;.
Nouvelle Edition, Obfervation 245, Pag. 703.
+ Val. III. Page 330.
three
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three or four days, when the parts being
“more relaxed, he fucceeded, though ftill
Wlth gieat difficulty.

Leroux * relates a cafe of flooding in a
patient five months gone with child, in
which it was impraicable to introduce
the hand into the Uterus, but the Feetus
was expelled by the natural pains.

~ The events of thefe cafes point out tole- |
rably well the period of pregnancy be-
yond which artificial delivery is pradi-
* cable, at'leaft the experience of them is,
furely, fufficient, on the one hand to en-
courage the furgeon to attempt ‘delivery
after the fixth month, and on the other,
thould he find it impraicable before that
period, to make him hope that nature
herfelf will be able to effe@ it: but ftill,
though it appears that artificial delivery
was fuccefsfully accomplithed in all the

® Obfervation g2. Pag. 219.
above
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above cafes which occurred after the fixth
month, it cannot be expected either that
this operation fhould in the early months
be performed with fuch facility as at a
time when the Uterys is in a more en-
_ larged ftate,  or that the probability of

fuccefs, under fuch circumftances, fthould

be fo great ; indeed | have experienced the

peculiar difficulty which attends the turn-
ing the Feetus at fo early a period; and in

two cafes, which now ftrike my recollec+

tion, though I fucceeded, and the women

were manifeftly faved by it, there was

fo little room for the admiffion of the

hand, that I was under the moft painfu}

anxiety leaft I fhould have been unable tq

have effe@ed it, or that in making the at-

tempt I fhoyld have done fome materia]

injury to the Uterus: [ would therefore res

commend the utmoft caytion. in performing

this operation, when there unfoftunately-

occurs a ncccﬁity,fof doing it at {o early
“a period of pregnancy, and that the fur-
geon by patiently waiting, and attentively-

Watching
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watching circumftances, fhould endea-
~ vour to obtain the moft favorable oppor-
tunity for doing it : the circumftances moft
likely to render the turning pra&icable and ‘
fuccefsful being a due degree of dilatation
of the Os Tinc=, and a fufficient relaxa-
tion of the parts, it becomes neceflary
that he thould wait as long as the fafety
of the patient will admit of, that the
former, as far it can, may be effeCted
by the natural pains, and that even the
difcharge fhould be fuffered to continue
as long as may be without expofing the
woman to. too much danger, that the
latter may be induced. 'l am fully per-
fuaded of the peculiar advantage of fuch a
ftate of relaxation of the parts as is brought
on by a confiderable difcharge, by my fuc-
cefs in turning two Feetufes of the feventh
month, when the patients were in a ftate of
abfolute infcnﬁbiliéy. from faintnefs, and
without which I verily believe I fhould
not have effeted it, having before made
feveral unfuccefsful attempts to do it,

' SHOULD
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-

SuouLp a. cafe, however, occur, in
which the Uterus is too fmall to admit
the hand, and yet the difcharge is fo con-
fiderable as to endanger the life of the
~ patient, before nature, by her own efforts,
feems likely to effect an abortion, the me-
thod recommended by Leroux, * whole dif-
fertation on Hemorrhage was referred to,
page 26, might, I think, with propriety be
adopted. This confifts in introducing fuch
' a quantity of lint, moiftened with vinegar,
into the Vagina, as will completely fill it,
and which, by prefling mechanically upon .
the Os Uteri, will prevent the external
efcapc of any more blood, and confe-
quently make that coagulate which is re-
tained, and which obvioufly muft prefs
upon the Placenta, and at leaft for a time
ftop the difcharge: He is of opinion that
by doing this, fuch a check may be put‘to
the flooding as will admit of the Surgeon’s
waiting fecurely until the Uterus is fuf-
ficiently dilated to allow of artificial deli-

# No. CCXCVI. Pag. 222,
' | Very,
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very, or until nature herfelf be able to ac-
complifh it.

In introducing the hand for the pur-,
pofe of turning, when the Os Uteri has
been carcfully dilated, if the feparated part
of the Placenta be immediately prefenting, -
it is beft to endeavour to pafs the finger
through the fubftance of it, and by de-
grees with other fingers to enlarge the
opening, till the hand can get through it
into the cavity of the Uterus: the obyious
- reafon for this is, that by this means not
more of the Placenta may be feparated
than is neceflary for the introduion of
the hand, and confequently that as little
_ increafe of bleeding as. poffible may be
produced by the opcratxon, but if it be
impracticable, as I have more than once
found it, and it muft ever be when the
middle of the Placenta prefents to the
hand; from the thicknefs of it,néar the Fu-
nis, it muft be.carefully feparated from
the Uterus on one fide, and the hand

: , pafled
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pafled till it gets to the membranes, which
being eaﬁly broken, it is admitted into
the bag, thc floating Feetus is turned, and
the delivery finithed, as in prcter,p,atux:al
poﬁtmns of the child; .except; thgt in
this cafe the extra&ion- fhould be,mere
ﬂow, th,at the Uterus may mnot bc ugpable
to contra, by being teo fuddenly emp-
tied : a moderate .pyaflurg from the hagnd
- of anm affiftant,” upon the: Abdomen;, as
the child is coming away, will 'l»ik,e‘wi(c_
be of ufe to affift the _contra&ion. - The
- Placenta being at the Os Uteri, and being
. ufuaﬂy feparated more by the introduétion

of the hand, commonly comes away im-
mediately ; butif a part of it fhould re-
main adhering, and the difcharge conti-
nue, it thould be.carefully removed, and
" as it is fo near, it may vm'y;eaﬁly be don;:.

IF, on the contrary, it be c.lcar from a
- careful .examination of the Uterus,. made
in the way above mentioned, that the Pla-

centa is not at the 'mouth'of.it,, and that °
I2 the
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the coming on, or increafe of labor, will
not of neceffity increafe the difcharge,
provided it be not very profufe; (for let it
be remembered, that I am fuppoﬁﬁg‘ the
examination to be made early, and before
any very cornfiderable quantity of blood
has been loft,) it certainly will be proper
to wait for the natural pains; and, in the
mean time, to ufe fuch methods as ate
likely to reftrain the flooding, which are,
admitting a free circulation of cool air
into the room, keeping the patient in an
horizontal pofture, "giving her anodyne,
Tin¢ur: Rofar: &c. ¥ and fupplying her
frequently with fuch cool and fimple nu-
tritious drinksas will fupport ‘her with-

out

# I has been an univerfal pra&ice in cafes of He-
morrhage to adminifter medicines of the aftringent kind,
from a fuppofition that they have a tendency to contract
the veffels and reftrain the difcharge ; it is, however, to

be doubted whether they poflefs that quality in a degree '

~which can ever be much ufeful upon fuch urgent occa-
fions, and I believe it will appear, from confidering
the peculiar nature of difcharges of blood from the Ute-

ras
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out quickening the circulation. From pur~ |
fuing this method it will often happen
that

. rus in its gravid ﬂ:ate,’ that admitting they poflefled fuch
a power, it muftin thefe cafes be utterly ufelefs.

_Even in Hemorrhages arifing from the accidental di-
vifion of arteries, and in which the immediate caufe of
their fuppreflion is the contra&tion of the extremities of
the bleeding veflels, I am perfuaded the ufe of ftyptics
internally given is improper; for though there certainly
are circumftances under which nature is moft able to ef-
fe&t this contraction, and though, perhaps, there are
means which have a tendency to induce them, yet what-
ever is in the leaft degree ftimulant, Ibelere wnll be
found to counteract it.

It is well known that the principal chara&eriftic of .
an artery is its elafticity, and its moft obvious power is
that of contration, by which it tends conftantly to
overcome the dilatation of its natural diameter- occa-
fioned by the ftream of blood being thrown into it by the
action of the heart. This contra&ile power fubfifts in
the moft feeble ftate of life, and may be thewn to be
ftrong for a while even after death,

THeRE are therefore two powers conftantly fubfifting
in the arterial fyftem; the one is that of dilatation, and
which is occafioned by the impetus of the blood’s motion,
and the other is that of contraction, and which exifts in
the vefel itfelf; and by the alternate operagion of thefe
powers the arterial pulfation is produced. :

THE
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that the difcharge goes off entirely, and
if the woman be not arrived at her full
term,

THE effedt of thefe two oppofite powers, in prometing
or checking the flux of blood from the mouth of a di-
vided artery, muft therefore be very obvieus, the ane
tending to promote, and the other to fupprefs jt.

In veffels of fmall diameter, more efpecially if expoled
to the ftimulus of the externmal cold, the power of
contraétion will foon*avercome the dilatation, the ex-
tremity of the veflels will clafe, the bleeding confe-
quently flop, and an adhefion taking place between the
fides of the artery, the opening will foon be obliterated,
and the danger of future bleeding from the fame veflel .
be obviated. Butin large veflels, where the column of
blood iy greater, and from being nearer the heart its
impetus ftronger, the ingernal preflure 4gainft the extre-
mity of the divided artery is propartionably greater, the
dilatation will be kept up longer, and the bleeding will,
ef courfe, be more difficult to ftop : . under thefe circum-
ftances, if the veflel be within fight and reach, art muft
effe&t by ligature what the natural power of contraQion
cannot accomplifh. . ,

Bur if the veflel be inacceffible; and cannot therefpre
be fecured by ligature or external preflure, the obvious.
indication muft be to weaken the power of dilatation,
or in other words to check the foree of the circulation, |
* Axnp if we attend to what takes: place in fuch cafes.
where no means are ufed by art, it will appear that it

: is
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term, and the be kept very ftill and calm,
that it does not return before labor comes
on;

-

is upon this principle alone that nature is ever able to
effe&t the fuppreflion.

THr immediate effet of a large and fudden lofs of
blood is faintnefs, which may be confidered as a tempo-
rary fufpenfion of life, during which for a while 2 ftop
takes place in the motion of the blood ; at leaft it is well
known that no pulfation is to be felt in thofe arteries
which are at fome diftance from the heart, The power,
therefore, which heretofore dilated ¢hre veflel, and kept
its extremity open, is either totally extin&, or but very
fecbly exerted: but, as before obferved, the contrallile
power of the veflel fubfifting in the loweft ftate of life,
its aCion may be prefumed to remain during faintnefs,
and ‘its operation muft obvioufly be to contra& the ex-
tremity of the veflels, all refiftance to it being at thig
time removed, by which means the bleeding muft bg
ftopped.

IF the patient recover very foon from faintnefs, and
the motion of the blood again acquire force fufficient to
“overcome, as before, the natural contrattile power of
the veflel, the bleeding will undoubtedly return; but
when the faintnefs is very confiderable, is of long dura-
tion, or returns very frequently, the contra&xon will
probably be fo great that the end of the veffel will be-
come firmly united ; the time in which a firm adhefion
takes place between the fides of an artery being much
fhorter than is commonly imagined.

From
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on; but if it thould continue,’ or return
frequently, it will be right, if poffible,
to

Frowm this view of the fubject, I truft it muft appear
pretty evident that the ufe of all medicines of the aftrih-
gent, tonic, and ftimulant kind muft be improper in.
Hzmorrhages from divided arteries, having obvioully 3
tendency, by giving force to the circulation, tq increafe
the dilatation of the extremities of the bleeding veflels,
rather than to promd&e their contrattion.

How far the ufe of fuch medicines are proper, or
otherwife in thofe Hemorrhages which are the immediate
fubje& of confideration, I will endeavour to thew.

THE uterine veflels differ very materially fram arte-
ries, and particularly in having no fuch power of con-
traCtion within themfelves as has been before obferved to
be fo inftrumental in fuppreffing Hemorrhage arifing
from the divifion of the latter kind of veflels, their con-
trattion and dilatation being abfolutely dependent upon
the ftate of the Uterus,

IN the unimpregnated ftate of the womb they are fo
fmall as fcarce to be difcovered, but they are well known
to increafe when the Uterus receives the Ovum, and ta
growin exaét proportion to its gravidity, and when, by the
‘compleat diftenfion of it, they have acquired their utmoft
magnitude, their diameters cannot be leflened until the
womb, being again emptied, clofes them by the contrac-
tion of its whole capacity, and reftores them to their
original fize,

It
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to bring the Uterus into a ftate of con-
tra&ion, by exciting fome pain, which
' may

It would feem then very difficult ever to reftrain
Hemorrhages from the Uterus in its gravid ftate; but as
experience thews that it is fometimes effected, the quef-
tion is, on what principle is it done? Tt ‘cannot be pro-
duced by the contra&ion of the mouths of the bleedmg
veflels, for they poffefs no fuch power independent of
the Uterus, and it cannot be produced by theé contrac-
tion of the womb, as that cannot take place unlefs the
contents of it are wholly removed; it can therefore be
¢ffeCted by no other means whatever than the formation
of coagula at the mouths of the veflels, which filling up
the fpace between them and the feparated part of the -
Placenta, by their preflure and adhefion prevent the
further efcape of blood. ' :

TuAT ftate of the circulation in which the preflure
of the blood againft the mouths of the uterine veflels is
weakeft is not only the moft likely to admit of the for-
mation of coagula, and by that ‘means to fupprefs the
difcharge in the firft inftance, but is alfo abfolutely re-
quifite, to prevent their remeval and the confequent re-
turn of bleeding; for if thefe veflels pofle(s no power
of contra&tion, it is evident when the H=zmorrhage
is ftopped, that their diameters are not leflened, much
lefs does any adhefion take place between their internal
furfaces, and the coagulum, therefore, though a very.
flender one, is, unfortunately, the only fecurity againgt
returning Hemorrhage ; and agreeable to this, it is but

K too

!
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may often be done by gently irritating
the Os Uteri with thc finger ; if this fuc-

ceed,

too well known how frequently, and at what various
diftances of time from the firft {eparation of the Pla~
centa, the difcharge will recur.

THE ufe of aftringents, therefore, on the principle
of promoting the contration of the mouths of the vef-
fels can be of noavail in cafes where the veflels are un-
der circumftances which will not admit of their con-
traion, and as far as they poflefs a ftimulating power
they certainly muft be injurious in cafes where the
fmalleft increafe of the impetus of the blood fo obvioufly
tends to promote the difcharge, by its endangering the
feparation of the eoagula from the extremities of the
veflels.

Ir ftimulating medicines be likely to be of ufe in any
- kind of H&morrhage, one would fuppofe it to be alone in
that which takes place, when the Uterus is unable to
contract itfelf, after the expulfion of the child and Pla-
centa; for the contraltion of the Uterus being a work
of nature not to be effeCted without confiderable vital
power, a ftate in which the principle of life is feeble can-
not conduce to it; and experience accordingly proves
that the moft dangerous Hzmorrhages of this kind arife
from the inalion of the Uterus, which fhould feem to

"+ prove the propriety of the ufe of medicines of this kind,

on the principle of exciting its contration. But even
in this cafe it is well known that flimulus immediately
- applied
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ceed, and the mouth of the Uterus be -
thereby fo. far dilated, that the diftended
membranes may be felt, they muft be im-
mediately pierced by paffing a probe along
the finger, as upon the difcharge of water
-thus produced, the womb neceffarily con-
tracts to a certain degree, and the flood-
ing proportionably abates; "this is, forthe
mott part, foon fucceeded by flight pains, -
which if the child prefent fair, have very -
foon an effe upon it, and puth it down,

THi1s is the method of pradtice recom-
mended by Puzos in his Memoire fur Per-

applied to the Os Uteri is by far the moft efficacious of
any in exciting its adtion; and though the giving me-
dicines of the cordial kind during extreme faintnefs,
which certainly under thefe circumftances muft be
guarded againft, as being unfavourable to the contracx
tion of the womb, may be proper, yet perhaps the fud-
den accefs of cold to the patient, by admitting the exter-
nal air, or by throwing cold water upon the face, will
be more likely to be ufeful as a ftimulant than the moft
powerful tonic medicines, as their operation (to fay -
the leaft of them) cannot be fo immediately. felt.

'K:z} tes
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tes de Sang, which if confidered as relat-
ing only to cafes produced by an accidental
feparation of the Placenta, is certainly an
excellent one; and thefe are the only ones
which feem to have occurred to him, for he
appears not to be aware of the Placenta
being fometimes fixed to the Os Uteri, in
which cafe it is plain his advice muft
be dangerous. The fuccefs that attended
the management of his cafes, which were
certainly produced by accidental caufes,
may, I think, ferve to firengthen what I
have ventured to declare as my opinion,
that. when fuch is the cafe, it will for
the moft part terminate fafely by the fole
affiftance of nature. '

- In therelaxed and inelaftic ftate of the
Uterus, which is induced by Hemorrhage,
it is aﬁonifhing how much it is influenced

by a trifling degree of pain, dilating and.
giving way to the moft gentle throws ; in-
fomuch that, in thefe cafes, the child

ufually pafles with half of the ordinary
' efforts
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efforts of nature: it is likewife remark-
able, that the difcharge commonly abates
upon the coming on of pain*; which
proves the- propriety of endeavouring to
excite it by the means before mentioned,
when the other methods ufed to reftrain
the flooding do not fucceed ; and from this
circumftance, too, the early examination
with the hand in the Vagina, and one
finger in the Os Uteri, is not only ufeful
when the Placenta is there fituated, but
from the ftimulus it excites, is of fervice

* Tae Fundus and fides of the Uterus being in a
ftate of contraction during the prefence of pain, prefs
upon the Placenta, and leffen the flux of blood into the
womb ; moreover, when the water is efcaped, the child’s
body comes in contaét with the Uterus, and the Pla-
centa may likewife be prefled upon by it, fo as to have
its veflels ftopped, and thefe are, without doubt, the
reafons why it is obferved that the flooding ufually
abates whilft the pain continues, but this muft obvioufly
be only when the Placenta is fixed to any part but the
Collum and Os Uteri, in which cafe the reverfe muft
happen, as thofe parts are dilated during pain: it may
be of ufe to attend to this circumftance, 'when we can-
not, fo foon as we could wifh, make a manual enquiry
into the caufe of the flooding. .

' to
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to bring on pain, and facilitate labor when
it is not fo fituated.

But if, notwithftanding the mode of
~ treatment above recommended, the dif-
charge thould not leflen, if the evacuating
the waters fhould not abate it, and if,
' moreover, labor pains, fufficient for ex-
~ pelling the child, fhould not fucceed, and
the flooding fhould {till increafe, fo as to
endanger the life of the patient, I thould
imagine it hardly neceffary to fay, that
even in this cafe, as well as when the Pla-
centa is fixed to the Os Uteri, the only
certain method of ftopping it fhould be
ufed, namely, the delivery of the child by
turning; for though 1 have never yet met
with a cafe that under fuch circumftances
" has required it, and believe fuch very
rarely happens, yet I would not be fup-»
pofed to fay fuch a one cannot.occur, as
the feparation of the Placenta may, for
inftance, be produced by fuch violence
done to the Abdomen, and the Hazmor-
' rhage
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rhage may be fo profufe, that nothing but
a {peedy delivery by art will put a ftop to
it. I only mean, that when we are called
in early to flooding cafes, if we judge only

by the quantity of blood that has been

loft, which may be fmall, and the prefent
ftrength of the woman, which may be

confiderable, we muft frequently be de-
" ceived in our judgement of the cafes, and
be in danger of ufing a wrong method of
treatment, but that'the knowledge of the
caufes which produce them, will in the
one cafe, jfor the moff part, juftify our
waiting; and in the other, will invariably
prove the propricty of turning the child *,

“Tue want of fuccefs which has {o often

attended turning in flooding cafes, has,’

however,

4

* My intention in the above paragraph was evidently

to guard againft the danger which might probably arife in’

pra&ice, were it underftood, without limitation, that
nature is able to expel the child when the Placenta
is not at the Os Uteri. I have learned, however, that
-fome pralitioners, whofe opinions deferve the higheft

e refpedt,
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however, induced fome people to believe
there is great danger in the operation it-
felf, and that, independent of the time
and manner of its being performed, the
~mifchief in part arifes from that: among

|
refpe@, have flill thought that I have exprefled myfelf
too confidently of nature’s ability to relieve herfelf under
thefe circumftances, and that they have feared fuch an
idea might tend to produce a careleflnefs in the manage-
ment of thefe cafes, which might in fome inftances prove
mifchievous.

" O this account, therefore, though the further expe-
rience which I have had in thefe cafes fince the firft pub-
lication of this Effay cannot have leflened my confidence
in the powers of nature, as inall thofe which have oc-
curred to me under thefe circumftances, (and the reader
will find them not a few) the labors have been fafely ac-
accomplifhed by the fole afliftance of the natural pains, it
may not be improper to repeat, that I am far from fuppof-
ing that the Placenta may not in fome inftances, when
not at the mouth of the womb, feparate fo fuddenly, and
to fuch an extent; as to occafion a difcharge fo confide-
rable as to require the immediate interference of art; and
as I truft that I fhould not hefitate myfelf to turn the Fee-
tus under fuch particular circumftances, I thould be forry
that others thould be induced to omit it under the fame,
merely becaufe it would be contrary to the mode of treat-
ing thefe cafes, which I think myfelf fully juftifiable in
having recommended as generally proper.
' _others,
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others, Puza.; raifes obje@ions that have a
tendency to difcourage it; he draws,. ina
deed, a very nice comparifon between the
influence that natural and artificial labor
have upon the Uterus, and feems thence
to infer; that the injury done to it by the
latter is very often the reafon why it is
unable to contract itfelf after the child
and Placenta have been removed: there
can be no doubt but that the womb ever
fuffers more from art than from nature,
as the latter is more gentle, flow, and re-
gular in her efforts to expel the child,

than the former is to bring it away; but
he certainly goes too far in attributing fo
much mifchief to the operation by art, as
if the want of contraltile power in the
Uterus were owing to the mere mode of
delivery, it would very often turn out fo
in preternatural labors, Whgre the impro--
per pofition of the child renders the in-

" trodu@ion of the hand to turn them ne-

ceflary, in which too the Uterus being more
1igid than in flooding cafes, more force is
L requifite
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requifite to effe® it, and con\(equcnt]y‘
more violence is offered to the womb;
but every one’s practice in thefe- cafes
contradics it; furely the obfious reafon,
then, for the want of fuccefs is, in moft
cafes, what has been before obferved, that
the delivery has been too long deferred,
and the woman too much exhaufted by
the great lofs of blood. -

IT has been likewife urged by fome, as
an additional objection to turhing, that in
thefe cafes there is, for the moft part,
fuch an infenfibility of the Uterus, that
as nature is, on that account, unable to

.~ expel the child, the will, for the fame

reafon, be unable to contract the womb,
if delivery be effe@ted by ‘art, and, inde-
pendent of the injury which turning may
do to the Uterus, that all attempts to ftop
the difcharge will, for this reafon, be in-
effe¢tual ; but I fhould fuppofe this want
of fenfibility to be owing to the fame
caufe, the lofs of blood; for when the

Placenta
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Placenta prefents to the Os Uteri, (which
is the cafe we confider as chiefly requiring
turning) no wonder nature is unable to ex-
pel the child, as every effort the ufes to di-
late the womb for that purpofe muft fepa--
rate the Placenta, produce an increafe of
bleeding, and proportionably leffen the vi-
tal power ; fuch an idea, therefore, which
feems to be an unjuft one, onght never to
induce us to omit ufing the only cer-
tain method of ftopping the flooding, and
thereby of preventing that infenfibility,
which a further lofs of blood alone ac-
cafions,

To many praltitioners, moreover, the
introdu&ion of the hand to turn the child,
is a very difagreeable operation ; and if
they have not been much ufed to it in
cafes where the Uterus is but little open,
it appears a very difficult and formidable
one: it were to be withed, that even this
circumftance had never an improper in-
fluence upon furgeons, efpecially thofe who

L 2 - are
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are woung in praftice, and that they were
~never induced to omit, or too long delay
this operation, becaufe they feel unwilling
to do it. '

BurT it is not fo difficult as many ima-
gine; for even in preternatural cafes, where
the Uterus is ftrong apd rigid, and gives
way reluctantly, if the hand be flowly and
gradually introduced, it will feldom be
found impraicable, provided the Pelvis
be not badly formed; and in floodings it
is effected with peculiar eafe, which fhould
be a further cnc,ourageincnt to attempt it
in fuch cafes; for as the Uterus necefla-
rily becomes much relaxed after a confi-
derable lofs of blood, it vefy readily gives
'way to the admiffion of the hand, that
tigfxt contration of its neck, which in -
other cafes is fuch an impediment to the
introduction of it, being here feldom to
be met with; and it may be added, that
in proportion as nature, from the lofa-the
has fuftained, is lefs ablfz to bear violence,

- happily
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happily a proportionable lefs force is re-

quifite. i

Ir, therefore, the operation may be per-
formed without much difficulty to the
{urgeon, if the cautious performance of
it be attended with no danger to the pa-
tient, and if the becomjng early ac- -
quainted with the neceffity there is for it,
’ gﬁvc us an opportunity of doing it before
the woman has loft too much blood, and
before the Uterus has thereby been de-
prived of its fenfibility and power of con-
tra&ion, if, likewife, that early know-
ledge may be obtained by purfuing the
~ dire@ions I have given, the turning the
‘child, in the cafes I have mentioned, can-
not furely be too much urged to pra&i-
tioners; as it is highly reafonable to ex-
pe&t more frequent {fuccefs, when it is
done under more favourable circumftances,
if it be certain that fuccefs fometimes
attends it, when the patient is in appear-
ance at the laft extremity.

Ip
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It will, however, frequently happen,
that we fhall not be called in till late in
thefe cafes, when the woman will pro- .
bably be, in appearance, dying, and indeed,
fometimes the fluor is fo rapid, that in a
very little time fo much is loft, that the
patient finks immediately; but, as was
juft obferved, unexpe@ed fuccefs having
fometimes attended turning, even under
the moft unpromifing circumftances, it is
certainly always our duty to do it, and by
that means give the woman the only pof-
fible chance. I know there are arguments to
be ufed, which may feem to juftify a fur-
geon’s relinquithing his patient under fuch
melancholy circumftances; that as people
fo frequently judge by the event only, he
may incur blame, and his reputation un-
defervedly fuffer, if it terminate badly, as
it is moft likely to do; thefe may be tole-
rable arguments in trade, but they are very
unjuftifiable ones in morals, which dire@
us always to do what is in itfelf right, in-
dependent of the opinion of the world, and

. the
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the confequences that may follow it. But
I cannot fee much reafon to apprehend
much injury to our reputation, if, pre-
+ vious to the performing a dangerous ope-
ration, the uncertainty of the event be but
properly rcprefentcd to, the friends of the
patient, or if, before our doing it, we
fend for fome furgeon of eftablifhed repu-
tation, to juftify our opinion, and to be
prefent, and perhaps affift, whilt we do
it, which is of all others the moft effec-
tual method of preventing any injury to

our character; and in places where the
gentlemen of the profeffion behave at all

liberally to each other, there can be no
difficulty in procuring fuch affiftance.

Trus I have ventured to place one of
the moft important fubje@s in midwifery
in a new light, and have endeavoured to
eftablith a hitherto uncertaih pracice upon

principles that are more fixed and conftant,
by afcertaining when we may with pro-

priety leave nature to do her own work,
and when it will be requifite to proceed to
immediate delivery, by turning the Fce-
: tus:
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tus: I have alfo endeavoured to fix the
precife time when it may with moft
fafety be done; and, in order to promote
the practice of turning, when fuch be-
comes neceflary for the woman’s fafety,
“have attempted to obviate the objections
which have been made to this operation,
from a fuppofition of its being either diffi-
cult, dangerous, or ufelefs.

From what has been faid, it appears,
then, that the Placenta is fixed to the Os
Uteri much more frequently than has hi-
therto been fuppofed; that when it is fo
fituated, nothing but turning the child
will put a ftop to the flooding; that when
it 1s not fo fituated, nature will, for the
moft part, expel it fafely herfelf; that an
early knowledge of this circumftance is of
the utmoft importance; that it may be
obtained with eafe and fafety; and that,
therefore, it thould, in every cafe, be en-
quired into before much blood has begn
loft; that the information, procured by
making {uch an enquiry, fhould govern
-our management of the cafe; if we find

' | ‘ he
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the Placenta at the mouth of the womb,

“that we fhould proceed to delivery; that,

if be not fo fituated, if the difcharge be
not very profufe, and a very large quantity'
of blood have not been already loft, we
fhould endeavour to reftrain it by the
means commonly direCted for that pur-
pofe, and wait for nature’s afliftance in
the expulfion of “the child: and it is
thence evident, that this practice “will
have an advantage over the uncertain one
hitherto adopted, becaufe our determina-
tion about what we do, will ever be more
fafe and fatisfattory; for if, on the one
hand, we wait, we fhall have the fatisfac-
tion of knowing that, in all probability,
nature will be able to expel the Feetus;
and if, on the other hand, we immedi-
ately turn the child, we fhall alfo have
the fatisfa&ion of knowing that nothing
but turning can relieve the woman, and.
that, therefore, we do not give her un-
neceffary pain: and, finally, that our do-.
ing it before the patient has fuftained

M too
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too great a lofs of blood, will make the
chance of fuccefs more probable, and
thereby be the means of preventing, in
fome meafure, the fatality which has hi-
therto fo frequently attended thefe cafes,
and which has, perhgps, been more ow-
ing to a rational method of treatment not
being known, than is commonly ima-.
gined,



1

THE fubjecs. of the following cafes
were moft of them poor women, un-,
der the care of midwives when I was
fent for to them, and had been flooding
a confiderable time before I faw them.
_As they may, on that account, be juftly
confidered as labourmg under every dif-

,_advantagc, none, I think, could better
exemplify what I have ventured to ad-
_ vance in the foregoino eflay, |

C A S E L
ECEMBER 29, 1769, I was fent
. for in the ‘afternoon, to the wife
- of Balls. She was at the latter end
of the eighth month of pregnancy, and

had been feized the preceding evening,
M2 with

N
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with a difcharge of blood from the Ute-
rus; it began without pain, and in fmall
quantity, but increafed by degrees, and
was confiderable when I faw her; fhe had
now'howcvcr, {mall pains, by which the
Os Uteri was already fomewhat dilated:
I admitted as much cold air as I could
into the room, fupplied her frequ‘ently:
with cool and nourithing drinks, and as
the pains ftill continued, waited till the
membranes were fo far difténded and
pufthed down, that I could fcratch them
with my nail, by which means I broke
them, and’ let the water efcape; the dil-
charge immediately leflened, the pains in-
creafed, and in a little while I felt one
foot of the Feetus prefenting; I brought
it down, and with great eafe drew forth a
fmall dead child. The Placenta came
away in about a quarter of an hour, the
flooding became lefs and lefs, and the
pbor W.oénan, though much reduced by
the lofs the had fuftained, recovered in the
ufual time. 3 .
' CASE
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C A S E I

FEBRUARY 6, 1770, Stannard.
She was a fmall dchcatc woman, of a
fickly relaxed habit, and had borne feveral
_children. About the end of the eighth
month a flooding came on, without any
previous pain, or fymptoms of labor. I
faw her in the evening, after the difcharge
had been feveral hours, though as yet it
had not been very profufe; the was, how-
ever, very faint and languid: by keeping -
her -u’po'n the bed -with but few cloaths-
upon r:, and-admitting cool air into the:
room,’ it evidently lefiened: T found- the:

Os Tincz relaxed, and a little open; aftcrf
| examining feveral times "(and probably by
the flight itritation occafioned by the fre--
quent touch) it opened fomewhat more,
and the membranes protruded fo far as to’
be felt by my finger; I immediately-broke:
them, the difcharge abated ftill more, and-
fome flight pains fhccc‘edin’g, the was, in
about half an- hour after the hreaking

' them,
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them, delivered, with remarkable eafe, of
a {mall living child; the Placenta was re-
moved without trouble, the difcharge was
moderate, ﬁoppcd at its proper time, and '
the woman pe;fcétlj, recovered.

C A S E I

IN the morning of March 12, 1772,
Coufins, . 2 ﬁckly relaxed woman,
Who had borne many children, ‘was feized
with a flooding in the latter end of the
laft month of her pregnancy. I was fent
for .upon the firft attack of the complaint,
and living near the patient, was with her
before much lofs had been fuftained, by it,
though the Hezmorrhage was then confi-.
derable. She was without pain, and I.
found upon examination that the Uterus
was very little open: the room being very
fmall, and the air in it too warm and im-
pure, I immediately opened the door and
windows, drew back the curtains of the
bed, took off fome of the cloaths, and.

did every thmg to render her cool, and to
admlt
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admit freth air into the room, by which
means the difcharge confiderably leflened:
I gave her an anedyne, directed the cooleft
drinks, and left her, defiring to be called
upon return of either pain or flooding.

In the evening I-was fent for again,
~ when'1 found the latter had returned, and
in an increafed quantity, infomuch that the
woman was extremely faint and languid;
the Uterus was, however, new rather
more open, and fome -flight pains were
coming. on; and upon examijning whilft
-fhe had one, I was juft able to perceive
the membranes prefling againft the mouth
of the Uterus; I introduced the fharpeft
-end of a probe along my finger and broke
them, the flooding became lefs immedi-
ately, and fome pains following foon after,
the was fafely, and with great eafe, deli-
.vered by them of a living child: the Fu-
nis being {mall and tender, broke upon
the firlt gentle effort to draw the Placenta
-by it, but by waiting about half an hour,
it defcended far enough into the Vagina,
for the fingers to get hold of it, and bring

it
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it away. The woman was very much
weakened by the lofs of blood fhe had
fuftained, but in a few weeks fhe perfeétly
recovered. '

C A S E 1V.

IN the evening of Auguft 12, 1772,

I was fent for to the wife of —— Leman,
a pauper, belonging to the town; fhe had
a midwife with her, who informed me
her patient had been flooding in fome de-
gree during the day, and that it had in
the laft hour very much increafed. I exa-
mined, found the difcharge was confide-
 rable, the Uterus fcarce at all open, and the
was without pain; fhe was, moreover, ex-
tremely faint, and feemed to have fuffered
‘much more than any of the former pa-
tients: admitting cool air into the room,
~ &c. as in the other cafes, for awhile abated
the difcharge, but as it returned very foon,
and the woman feemed in the moft imme-
diate danger, I was ve:ry defirous of at-
tempting to relieve her by turning the
child, but judging it right to have the
opinion of another furgeon, I fent for one -
who
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who has had confiderable practice in, this
city. He feemed to think my patient too
far gone to receive relief from any attempt
whatever to ftop the flooding, and as he
‘added that it was his opinion fhe would
fink during the operation, as one or two
had before done on whom he had made
the like attempt, he advifed me not to turn
the child.. His advice prevented my do-
ing it immediately, though before his ar-
rival it was my defign to attempt it, if he
juftified it: I was determined, however,
not to leave the bed-fide, that if there
came on the leaft degree of pain, fo as to,
allow me to fecl the membranes, I might,
as I had before done, pierce them with a
probe, or if the flooding increafed, and I
found it pracicable to introduce my hand,
I ftill refolved to attempt the removal of
the child.'

By careful]y attending to keep the room
very cool, by preventing my paticnt,from
being the leaft ftirred, and being myfelf
her nurfe, in giving her cvery few minutes
fmall - quantities  of- the cooleft drinks, I .
N ’ preventcd

L4
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prevented the difcharge from increafing,
" and at the fame time fupplied, as far as
I could, the wafte of what fhe did lofe,
by the drinks fhe took, being as nutri-
tious as I could venture to give them,
without their being irritating: after at-
tending her in this manner about two
hours, frequently examining and gently
ftimulating the Os Internum, there came
on at length a flight pain, and foon after I
could juft feel the membranes with the
end of my finger; I immediately intro-
duced a probe, in the manner I had before
done, and puntured them; it had the fame
good effet as before, for the difcharge
immediately ftopped, and pain coming
on, the Uterus opened, the head of the
child was pufhed down, and notwithftand-
ing the very alarming ftate the had juft be-
ofre been in, fhe was foon, eafily, and faofely
delivered, by the natural pains, of a dead
child. S

R EMA R K

TuE above cafe is a very ftriking in-

ftance of the power of nature in relieving
’ herfelf



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. g1,

herfelf when the Placenta is not at the Os
Uteri; and the happy termination of it
has imprefled my mind the more forcibly,
becaufe, I well remember, it was confi-
dered as a hopelefs one by the furgeon
‘whem I confulted, and that his advice not
to deliver was (as mentioned in the cafe) .
not becaufe the fymptoms were not fuffi-
ciently urgent to require it, but becaufe he
_imagined the patient too far exhaufted to
derive any poffible advantage from it.

~ BeinG at that time young in practice, I
had not confidence enough in my own
opinion to a& contrary to that of a more
experienced practitioner; had not this been
the cafe, I am perfuaded I fhould have
turned the child, more efpecially as the
diftin&ion I have fince made in thefe He-
morrhages was unknown to me, and I had
had no experience of nature’s ability to
- relieve herfelf under fuch circumftances.

C ASE V. =«

.NOVEMBER 5, 1772, about ten
o’clock in the evening, I was fent for to
N 2 Middleton,
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Middleton, a poor woman who had
been flooding a little the greateft part of
the day; the difcharge was about this time
. rather increafed, which induced the mid-
wife, who attended her, to defire my
affiftance; I found her without pain, and
the Os Tince not the leaft opened; but
the difcharge was not fo great as in the
laft cafe: I direted as in the former cafes,
gave her an anodyne, and left her with
orders to be fent for again if the flooding
increafed, or if pain came on. I was fent
for again about fix in the morning; fhe
had flept in the night, and the difcharge
had been but little, but it was now very
confiderable: nature, however, feemed dif-
pofed to affift her, for there foon came on
a few pains which opened the Uterus,

and diftended the membranes fo far as to

enable me to break them; it had again the
good effect of fuppreffing the flooding, and
facilitating the labor, which terminated
fafely in lefs than half an hour;— the
child was dead. |

CASE



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. g

C A S E VI
DECEMBER 1, 1772, about mid-
night I was fent for to Welden, ano-

ther pauper. She had a midwife with her,
who informed me the woman had been

flooding a confiderable time, and had loft .
a large quantity of blood, which feemed
 to be true, from the ftate the poor crea-
ture was in; for her faintnefs was extreme,
and fhe had every {ymptom of the moft
immediate danger.

UproN examination I found the Os
Uteri more dilated than in any of the
former cafes, and the Placenta evidently
prefenting: as no pofiible relief could, in
this cafe, be expected from waiting, I at
once refolved to give her the chance of an
immediate delivery; which I effe®ed by
introducing my hand into the Uterus,
turning and bringing away the Feetus;
and this I did with much greater eafe than
I could have imagined, 4s the refiftance

| from
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from the Uterus was very trifling; I en-
deavoured to pafs my hand through the
fubftance of the Placenta, but not being
able to do it, I feparated it on one fide,
till there was room for my hand to pafs.

Tue woman remained very fdint and
weak a long time after delivery, but being
carefully nurfed, the recovered by degrees,
and was able -to go out before the end of |
the month. This was likewife a dead
child. |

C A S E VIL
DECEMBER 29, 1772, about fix .

o’clock in the morning, I was called to
, Freeman, a poor woman, who was
under the care of a midwife; the had been
flooding many hours, and had loft an im-
moderate quantity of blood, was greatly
funk, and appeared to be almoft dying;
on examination I found the mouth of the
Uterus as open as in the laft cafe, and
the Placenta fituated in like manner,
which
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which determined me to purfue the fame
method I had fo fuccefsfully ufed in that.

THE Pelvis was narrow and diftorted,
but I introduced my hand into the Ute-
rus, and turned the child with all defirable
eafe; the feet, body, and arms of the Fee~
tus I brought down in the ufual manner,
and with no more than ufual difficulty; but
when I came to the head, it remained, fo
faft betwixt the bones of the Pelvis, that,
though I got one of my ﬁngérs into the
mouth, (the face being towards the Sa-
crum,) and pulled the body, at the fame
time, with confiderable force, I could not
move it in the leaft degree, infomuch that
the Vertebre of the neck began to give
way, which made me defift from pulling -
fo forcibly, and induced me to fend for
the affiftance of another furgeon,

- HE made féveral fimilar but unfuccefs~
ful attempts; we therefore concluded, that
nothing but leflening the fize of the head,
o by
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by evacuating the brain, would allow it to
pafs; but to effe@ this was no eafy mat-
ter; he thought it poffible to pafs the fcif-
fars through the Os Palati into the head,
and attempted it; when the fciffars had
pierced the bones, I endeavoured to en-
large the opening, but could not do it; in
tracing with my finger, round the head,
as far as I was able, 1 thought there was
a poflibility of puthing in fome curved in-
ftrument behind the ear, at the lower edge
of the temporal bone; but the fciffars be-
ing ftrait, I could not ufe them; however,
from the loofenefs of the fcalp, (for it
ought to be obferved, that the child was
dead, and almoft putrid, which was cer-
tainly the reafon why the Vertebre of the
neck feparated fo eafily when I attempted
to pull the head,) I thought I could puth
in the curved end of a blunt hook, which,
with a good deal of difficulty, I effected,
and by degrees infinuated it under the tem-
poral bone; the opening I eafily enlargea
by my finger, and with one blade of the

forceps,
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| forceps, fo that at length fome of the
brain came away, the head was thereby
comprefled into a {maller compafs, and the
was delivered: but the extreme fatigue the
had undergone by this unlucky difficulty, -
joined to the immoderate lofs of blood fhe
had previoufly fuftained, was more than
the was able to fupport, and fhe died the
following morning.

Since the above cafe happened I have
procured a pair of fciffars, curved at the
« points, (fomewhat like Tonfil fcxﬁars) ’
which may eafily be ufed where it is
found neceflary toopen the head, after de-
livering the reft of the child.

C A S E VIII

JANUARY 4> 1773,
a pauper, fell in labor, and a flooding
came on, after having had fome pain; I
was fent for about an_hour after the dif-
charge began, and found it very confide-
rable; but there had been pain fufficient

o ~to

Bygmw, '
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to dilate the Uterus, and to enable me to
break the membranes, when I found a
hand and foot prefenting ; \I immediately
brought down -both fect, and delivered
her fafely of a living child. '

C A S E IX

FEBRUARY 3, 1773. ——— Clarke.
She had flooded feveral times, and in
confiderable quantities, in the laft month

‘of her pregnancy; but it was every time
fupprefled by the means I have before re-
lated, and fhe went her"fu}} time.

* Her labor was a natural one, and at
that time there was very little difcharge,
though it had been confiderable a few days
before. She was delivered by the natural
pains of a large living child; but. imme-
diately upon the expulfion of it, there
came on a moft profufe fluor; I inftantly
introduced tﬁy hand into the Uterus, and
was fortunate enough to remove the Pla-
centa, with but little lofs of time; the

‘womb
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womb immediately contradted, and thc
dxfcharge abated,

C A S E X

FEBRUARY 12, 1773, I was fent for
to —— Marjkall, a poor woman in the
workhoufe, who was in her laft month of
pregnancy, and had been flooding about
two hours; the had in that time loft a
very great quantity of blood, and was fo
much funk by it, that fhe died foon after
I came into the room,_

I uap an opportunity of opening the
body the following morning: the mem-
branes adhered univerfally to the Uterus,
by the Spongy Chorion; I carefully mea-
fured the water contained in the bag, and
there were three pints of it; the child laid
with the head obliquely to the right fide -
of the Fundus Uteri, and the face to-
‘wards the Spinc, the hands were turned
upon the face, holding each one of the

0O 2 feet,
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feet, fo that the Podex would have pre~
fented; the Placenta was fituated upon the
Os Uteri, and a partial feparation of it,
not bigger than a crown piece, was the
caufe of this fatal Hemorrhage. Before
the died I examined with my finger, found
the Uterus very little open, and did not
fcel the Placenta.

"R EM A R K

Tuis cafe proves that the Os Uteri
fon;etimps does not at all dilate to the fize
that has been ufually thought neceflary for
fafe delivery, and that it is not, therefore,
always right to defer turning the child, in
cxpe&ation’ of it: had I been with the
woman fooner, I certainly thould have \atQ
tempt‘cd. it, and as from the firft there
had been a confiderable difcharge, in all
probability the: Uterus was fo relaxed,:
that it might have been eafily and fafely
cffected. ' )

CASE
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C A S E XIL

MAY 135, 1773, I was fent for, in the
evening, to = Maltward, who had
fppken" to me to attend her; §he had gone
her full time, and fome fymptoms of labor
came’ on, accbmpanied.with a flight dif-
charge of blood; I gave her an anodyne,
direced her to be kept cool, &c. and left
‘her, with orders to be fent for ‘again/if

the complaint increafed,

AsouT four o’clock in the morning I
was called to her again, and found the dif-
charge was increafed, but the had had but
little pain; however, after frequently ex-
amining, in about half an hour the mem-
" branes began to fwell, and I was able to
~ break them; the flouding abated, more
pains came on, and the child defcended
into the Vagina, with the breech prefent-
ing; but as the woman wias well formed
it pafled eafily, and the was foon faifely,

o . and -
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and almoft entirely by the natural pains,
delivered of a dead child.

C ASE XIL

JUNE 235, 1773, I was called to ——
- Sherweod, a pauper, under the care of a
midwife. She had been flooding feveral’
hours, had loft a large quantity of blood,
and was extremely faint, I treated her as
I had done moft of the former ones, gently
irritated the Os Uteri, and, as foon as |
wag able, broke the membranes, and fhe
was, in like manner, fafely delivered, by
the natural pains, of a dead child.

C A S E XIIL,

JUNE 27, 1773. Playford. She
was attended by a midwife at the time [
was fent for, and had been flooding very
much feveral hours; the difchargé was
ftill profufe, the Os Uteri quite fhut, and
from the faintnefs the was in, fhe was al-,
together without pain, though the com-

' plaing
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plaint came on with labor pains: fhe had
the moft threatening appearance, and I
very much feared I could be of no fervice
to her, and intimated it to the midwife
and the affiftants, but added, that if there .
were any poffible chance, it muft be from
immediately delivcring her.

~ As they were defirous of another fur~
geon’s opi‘nion, I fent for a gentleman,
who confirmed what I had faid refpeting
the danger the woman was in, and agreed
with me, that the only chance fhe could
have muft be from a fpeedy delivery; the
pra&icab.ili‘fy of which, however, he ra-
ther doubted, as the Os Tince was fo -
little open: I apprehended great difficulty
in doing it, and feared likewife, that if I
fucceeded in bringing away the child, the
woman would hardly furvive the lofs the
bad fuftained; but having fucceeded be-
fore, much beyond my expe&ation, I
thought it right to attempt it; I intro-
duced my hand into the Vagina for this

I purpofe,
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purpofe, and firft one, then more fingers,
into the Uterus, when, (and not before)
I found the- Placenta fixed to the Os
Uteri; I endeavoured to pafs my finger
through the fubftance of .it, but was not
able, though I tried fome time; I there-
fore feparated it on one fide, and got my
hand completely into the Uterus; the
head of the child prefented, but I foon
got hold of the feet, brought 'them down,
and delivered with the fame eafe as in the
laft cafe of turning: the woman remained
very languid a long while, and feemed
hardly alive for many hours; but by fup-
plying her frequently with cool and nutri-
tious drinks, and carefully managing her
in other refpects, fhe recovered entirely.

R EM A R K.

TH1s cafe appears much to have re-
fembled that of Marfball, who died un-
delivered; as the difcharge was very pro-
fufe, and the Uterus was very little open,
thq difference in the event being produced

merely
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merely by my being fortunately called
fooner to this woman. The eafe with
which the turning was effected, and the
fuccefs which attended it, confirm the re-
mark made to that cafe, that it is _fome-
times juftifiable to deliver where the Os
. Uteri is not dilated to the fize of a thil-
ling, or a half crown,

C A S E XIVe

JANUARY 1, 1774, I was fent for,
about noon, to -~ King, a poor wo=
man, who was at the full term of her
fourth pregnancy: without any previous
accident or complaint, the was feized with
a trifling pain, like the beginning of la-
bor-pains, which was accompanied with a
little appearance of blood; when I firft
faw her, fhe was not at all faint, had loft
. a very fmall quantity of blood, and was
fitting by the fire fide; the Os Tincz was
a little relaxed, but not open, and fhe had
no pain. - I defired her to be laid upon
the bed, to be kept very cool and quiet,
and ordered the midwife to fend for me

again, if fhe found the flooding increafe.
' P FroMm
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From this treatment it abated, and the
woman got fome reft in the afternoon; but
in the evening her pain rctumed and with
+ it fo profufe an Hzmorrhage, that before

I could get to her, the had loft an aftonith-
ing quantity of blood, and had the moft
threatening appearance; fhe, before, had
a good pulfe, and a florid; healthy coun-
tenance, but now her pulfe were fcarce
perceptible, her countenance was pale,
.her lips livid, &c. from the extreme
faintnefs the was now in, the difcharge
and pain were abated, but as the Uterus
was very little open, as the had no pain,
and was fo much funk, there feemed to
be no reafon to expect affiftance from na-
_ture, and no chance but from an imme=
diate delivery.

I sexT for another furgeon, to juftify
what I did; he agreed with me, that it
was the enly chance of relieving her,
though a very poor one; however, as he
approved it, and the friends of the pa-
tient confented to it, I proceeded to turn
the child. I found, as foon as I had in-

‘ : troduced
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troduced one finger into the Os Tince,
that the Placenta was ﬁtuatcd as in the
laft cafe, and I was now able to mﬁnuate
my finger and hand through. the fubﬁancc
of it, which, as I before obferved, is an
advantage; the child was in a natural pof-
. ture, but I paffed the head, got hold of .
the feet, and by them brought it away
with all defirsble facility: the woman im-
mediately, and for fome time after deli-
very, appeared rather better, as the took
nutriment and was. rather revived; but
nature was unable to recover from the
great lofs the had fuftained, and fhe died

about fix hours after. '

"C A S E XV.

. JANUARY 21, 1774, Bond.
This was a patient of the fame gentle-
man who was with me in the laft cafe.
 He fent for me in the evening, and the
woman was then in the¢ fame dreadful
flate that my laft patient Was in when I
fent for him, , v

P2 He
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He informed me that he had feen her
the preceding evening, that fhe was then,
to all appearance, in perfe¢t health, but
that fhe had been alarmed by a fmall dif-
charge of blood from the Uterus; he bled
her, gave her an anodyne, ordered her to
" be kept cool and quiet, and faw her the
following morning: fhe had a good night,
and the appearance of blood was not more
confiderable, but in the evening it had
fuddenly increafed to a moft violent de-
gree, mfomuch as to have reduced her, in
a fhort fpacc of time, to the deplorablc
ftate we found her in.

SHE feemed to be dymg, but as we
thouoht it )uﬁlﬁablc to give her the only
poﬁible chance, by turning the child; by
his leave I introduced my hand, the Ute-
rus was fhut, though léofe and relaxed,
and as foon as I got one of my fingers
“into it, I found the Placenta fixed to the
mouth of it: in this cafe I could not pafs
_through the fubftance of it, but feparated
it on one fide, got my hand within the
membranes, turned, and brought away
o the
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the child, with the fame remarkable eafe
as in the other cafe; but this was attended
with no better fuccefs than the former
cafe, for. the died in half an hour after
delivery. = R :

R.EMARK.:

Tue unhappy events of the two laft
related cafes, feem ‘at firff to contradi@ a
remark made but a few pages before; as it
may, perhaps, be thought that it would
have been fafer to have deferred the deli-
very longer, becaufe the Os Uteri Was fo
little open in either of them, '

Bur fo far from the turning having
- been prematurely done, I am convinged
its want of fuccefs was owing folely to its
having ‘beén too long delayed: for when I
proceeded to dchver, the women had every
fymptom of approachmcr death, and though
my prmmpal miotive in turning was to give
them a chance of recovery, as no othct
means could poflibly do'it, yet I was like-
wife further induced to attempt it, that ¥
might be fatisfied of the fituation of the

Placenta,
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Placenta, which, about this time, began
to excite my attention; and I well re-
member urging this to the gentleman who
was with me, as an additional reafon why
I wifhed to do it, as from their being fo
much reduced by the great lofs of blood,
he, at firft, rather difcouraged it.
5o » , _
Tue fingular eafe with which it was
effe@ed in both cafes, is likewife in my
opinion a pofitive proof that no mifchief
was brought on by turning; for, with re-
~ fpe& to that operation, it has been before

obferved, that difficulty in doing it is the
" true mark of danger, and ¢afe is therefore
that of fafety.

Ir I had not delivered, very probably, I
fhould not have had an opportunity of
.opening the badies after death, and as,
confequently, I fhould kave known no-
thing of the Placenta, I could not pof-
fibly, with fo much certainty, have made
the diftin&ion I have fince done, between
floodings which are accidental, and thofe
which are unavoidable.

It



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 111
It may not be improper further to
remark here, that in the management of
the cafes which have hitherto been re-
- lated, I was influenced by no other cir-
cumftances than thofe which are ufually
attended to in floodings, namely, the -
quantity of blood which had been loft,
and the feeming ftrength of the patient;
for though the Placenta being found at
the mouth of the Uterus, was, in the
cafes of Welden and Freeman, an addi-
tional inducement to my turning, yet the
idea of the frequent occurrence of fuch a
circumftance, did not ftrike me till thofe
of Playford, Marfball, King and Bond
had fallen under my notice; nor, indeed,
was I fenfible of the importance of an
early enquiry, whether the Placenta was
or was not fo fituated, till the two laft
cafes happened, in both which it appeared
fo evident, that had its fituation been
fooner known, the children might have
been brought away before fo great a quan-

tity



12 CASES'OF THE.

“tity of blood had been loft, and very: pro-
‘bably the lives- both of the mothers and
the children have been faved.

C A S E XVI

JANUARY 24, 1774, I was fent for
on the evening of this day, by the fame
gentleman with whom T had been in the
Iaft cafe to Flood, who was at the lat-
ter end of the ninth month of pregnancy,
and had, juft before he faw her, been
feized with a Uterine Hezmorrhage, but
‘much blood had not yet been loft; I ad-

- vifed a careful and immediate examination

of the Uterus, to know whether the Pla-
‘centa was fituated at the mouth of it, and
that the management of the cafe fhould
be influenced by the information thence
gained; this examination was accordingly
made, and we were convinced that the
Placenta was z0¢ there; we therefore di-
- reCted an anodyne, ordered her to be kept
ftill and cool, and left her.
: From

i
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From this treatment, the difcharge, for
fome hours abated, but it returned in the
morning, . accompanied, however, with
flight pains, which were increafed by
gently itfitating the Os Uteri with the
ﬁngcr; till the membranes {welled, and
gave ue an opportunity of piercing them;
more pains fucceeded, and the patient was
at length fafely delivered by their fole
affiftance.

C A S E XVIIL

APRIL 7, 1774, I was called in the
morning to Howlett, a poor woman,
who was feized with a flooding at the end
of her ninth month: at the time I faw
- her fhe had a midwife with her; I exa-
mined her in the fame manner I had done
the laft patient, and being fully fatisfied
that the Placenta was #of in the way, I
gave the fame direGtions as were obferved
in the laft cafe; the difcharge in like
manner abated, and towards the evening

QL , the
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fhe was fafely delivered by the natural
pains, having no other affiftance than the -
midwife who was with her at firft.

C A § E XVIIL

MAY 18, 1774, a very delicate relaxed
lady, in the beginning of the ninth month
of her firft pregnancy, foon after getting
her breakfaft, had fuddenly a flight dif-
charge of blood from the Uterus, occa-
fioned, as the imagined, by a fmart thock
of fneezing; fhe was immediately carried
to bed, and I was f{ent for.

TrE difcharge continued, but was not
increafed in quantity, and in about half an
hour I had an opportunity of examining,
and found the Os Uteri quite clofe and
unyielding. As the Vagina was very
ftri@, and there had not been difcharge
of any kind to relax it fufficiently
for the admiffion of the hand, without
confiderable pain, and greatly"alarming

| the
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the patient, who had no apprehenfion of
the danger of her fituation, I ventured to
" defer the enquiry, and made ufe, at firft,
only of the methods commonly ufed to
reftrain it; but I thought it nght to ftay
thh her: the Hemorrhage was thereby
kept from increafing many hours; but
before the next morning it became more
formidable, fo that I thought it impru-
dent to remain. any longer ignorant of the
caufe of it; I therefore examined in the
way before dn'c&cd which was now done
with tolerable eafe; and finding that the
Placenta was nof at the mouth of the
Uterus, I ftill waited for the natural
pains, ‘and endeavoured to excite them by
the gentle ftimulus of the ﬁnger on the
Os Tince; in about two hours they came
on, and pufhed down the bag, which I
foon opened; the difcharge abated, and
the head defccndmg by repeated and gentle -
pains,- the was at length fafely delivered
of a dead child. |

o Q2  CASE"
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C A § E XIX.
JULY 14, 1774, about eleven o’clock

in the forenoon I was fent for to
Fearman, with whom a midwife had been

feveral hours; the was in her'ninth month,
had a fmall but increafing difcharge from

the Uterus, was faint, and without labor

pain: I examined carefully without lofing’
any time, and being convinced that the

Placenta was 7o at the Os Uteri, F gave

her hopes of being releafed by the natural
pains; to effect which I rendered the air

as cool as I could, leflened the number of

bed-cloaﬁhg,_ and endeavoured to excite

pain, by gentle irritation on the Os Tin-

cz; the difcharge became lefs, but no

pain coming on, I left her, with direc-

tions to be called again on return of flood-

ing or comjng on of pain,’

IN a few hours after I was fent for on
the former account; I then repeated my
efforts
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efforts to excite the Uterus to at; and at
laft fo much pain came ‘on as protruded
the membranes, which, as before, I in-
ftantly broke; more pains fucceeded, the
Hzmorrhage ftopped, and, to the fur-
prize of the patient and her attendants, . a
- few very trifling pains expelled a living
child, = , . '

CASE - XX.

NOVEMBER 8, 1774, 1 was fcnt for
to a poor woman at Ringland, about fix\
miles from this city: the meflenger’s ac-
count of -her was, that fhe had been flood-
ing, more or lefs, for feveral days; that
the difcharge had that morning increafed
immodefately; and that thé midwife who
“was with: her was greatly alarmed, and
thought herfelf unable . to relieve her.
From this defcription of her.I told him
there was very little probability of finding
her alive; and niy conjecture proved -true,
for fhe had been dead about an hour be-

fore we got there.
' THE
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~ TuE midwife, who attended her, being-
an intelligent and communicative woman,
I learned from her that her patient, who
was in her latt month of pregnancy, had
been as well as ufual during the former
months; but fix days before, without any
previous complaint, a flight difcharge came
on, accompanied with fome pain, which,
however, ftopped of itfelf, and the pain
went off; that it had returned feveral times,
and at each time in an increafed quantity ;
that fhe had examined her at feveral dif-
ferent times, but found the mouth of the
womb fhut; and with the laft attack,
- which was the morning of that day, and
~ was more violent than any of the preced-
ing ones, fhe had very confiderable pains,
and exprefled fuch ftrong figns of bearing
down, that the thought her near delivery;
and in that ftate the examined her, and
then found the Os Uteri confiderably
open; the removed feveral coagula of
-blood, which were in the Vagina, and at

the mouth of the womb, and expected to
' feel

-

-~
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feel the head of the child, but in its ftead
the found (to ufe her own words) a_frenge
Jump of firingy fubfiance, unlike any thing
fhe had ever before felt; the flooding ftill
continued, the blood pouring forth with
every pain, till the poor creature fell into
a fainting, from whence fhe did not re-
cover.

I was defirous of opening the body, to
be convinced of the fituation of the Pla~
centa, but could not obtain the confent of
the by-ftanders; there can, however, I
think, be little reafon to doubt its being
at the Os Uteri, as nothing elfe could an-
fer the midwife’s defcription of & Jump of
firingy fubflance, or could hinder the de-
fcent of the child, when nature was affifted
by fuch ftrong pains, and when the mouth
of the womb was fo much open. I afked
her if the had ever before found the Pla-
centa in fuch a fituation; fhe told me the
had never, till now, been with a patient
who flooded before delivery, though fhe

: ' had -
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had étténd;:d feveral hundred women; but
the believed this could be nothing elfe. '

C A S E XXI

NOVEMBER 20, 1774, a midwife,
with whom I have before frequently been,
called upon me for my advice about a pa-
tient the was then going to, whofe -name
was Bailey, and with whom fhe had been
the day before, at which time there was
a flight flooding, which had been then
checked by keeping her ftill and cool, but
the found it-was at this time returned.

As I could not conveniently go with
her, I defired her to be very careful in ex-
amining .the patieht, and to be fatisfied
whether there was any thing unufual at
the Os Uteri, in which cafe I defired her
to fend for me; otherwife the might fafely
wait the coming on of pains, in the mean
time keeping her cool, and in bed.’

SHE



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 11

SHE called on me the next day to in-
form me fhe had purfued my advice, that
the mouth of the womb was opening, but
fhe found nothing there like what I had
defcribed to her; fhe therefore, agreeable
to my dire&ions, waited, and notwith-
ftanding the continuance of the difcharge,
the was fafely and eafily delivered, by
the natural pains, before the following

~ morning,

C A § E XXIIL

DECEMBER 16, 1774, Smith, a
healthy ftrong young woman, in the laft
month of pregnancy, fent for me in the
evening, having had, for feveral hours, a
difcharge of blood from the Uterus. I im-
mediately introduced my hand into the
Vagina, and with one finger in the Os
Uteri, which was foft and yleldmg, I ima-
gined I found the Placenta, but upon fur-
ther examination was fatisfied that it was
‘nothing more than a coagulum of blood, as
- I'very evidently felt the membranes, with
R the
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the head of the child behind them. The

dilatation produced by this examination was
fufficient to have rendered the introduétion
of the hand into the Uterus, to turn the
Fcetus, if it had been neceflary, very prac-
ticable; but being confident of the great
probability there was of nature’s being
able to expel the child in due time, I
thought it right te endeavour to reftrain
“the prefent difcharge, and wait for pain.
This was foon effe@ed by the ufual means,
and there feemed a probability of her go-
ing to her fu}lﬁme’, if kept fill cool, for
it ftopped entirely for two days. '

IT returned, however, on the third day
from the firft attack, when it was probably
occafioned by fome imprudent exercife in
the woman, ‘as fhe had not yet gone her
full time; ‘but being now accompanied
with pains, the Uterus opened; the child
was puthed down and expelled with re-
markable eafe. ‘The Hemorrhage in this
cafe rather increafed after the delivery of

o the
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| the chilci, and did not abate till the Pla-
centa was removed, which did not defcend
fo foon as it ufually does.

C A § E XXIIIL

DECEMBER 21, 1374, I vifited Mrs. -
L—, fhe was in her laft month of preg-
nancy, and had a flight difchargé of blood
from the Uterus the preceding day, but
it was ftopped when I was with her, and
the had no pain., I had not an opportunity
of examining the womb; I therefore only
recommended ftillnefs and reft, and defired
to be again fent for if it returned in the
leaft degree.

On the 25th I was fent for early in
the forenoon, the difcharge having re-
turned, and being then confiderable: I
immediately exarnined, and, as in the laft
- cafe, imagined I felt one edge of the
Placenta on the pofterior fide of the Os
Tince, but on my tracing my finger com-

R 2 \ pleatly
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~ pleatly round it, I diftin&ly felt the mem-
branes, and the child’s head behind them;

I ventured, therefore, to wait, and gave
my patient hopes of being fafely delivered,
without any other than the ufual affiftance;
from cooling the #r, &c. it again abated,
- nor was there any return of it during the
- remainder of the day, and the following
night. About nine o’clock the next morn-
ing, the 26th, fhe was again alarmed by
a return of it, and with increafed vio-
lence; upon examination, I again thought
there was an edge of the Placenta in the
" mouth of the Uterus, but. as it could be
but a very {mall portion of it, and as there
was fufficient paflage for the child, and,

moreover, during the pains, which now
came on, the difcharge did not increafe,

but ftopped, I thought it ftill fafe to wait,

and endeavoured immediately to break the
membranes, which, with fome difficulty,

Y effected; the difcharge became lefs, but

the pains went off, and by keeping her

' : very
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very cdol and free from motion, the He-
morrhage was inconfiderable all the day
and the following night.

On the 27th, about fix o’clock, it came
on again, and in a larger ftream than ever;
as her pains were ftill but trifling, and,
from the frequent return of the flooding,
fhe had loft a large quantity of blood, I
began to apprehend danger, and almoft to
think I had done wrong in fo long truft-
ing to nature; I was therefore, for fome
time, embarrafled to determine what was
now beft to do, but it being again checked
by increafing the cold air into the room,
which had not been fufficiently attended
to in my abfence, I was once more en-
couraged to wait, and fortunately from
this time, there was no great return of
it; in about two hours the pains increafed,
the Uterus opened, and the head came
forward, and though from its being large,
and the Pelvis not a good one, the pro-
grefs of the labor was much flower than I
had ever before found it in fimilar cir-
tumftances, it terminated fafely by na-

X ture’s
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ture’s fole affiftance, before one o’clock;
the Hemorrhage was inconfiderable after -
delivery, and my patient, though much
reduced, and being in other refpe@ts a fickly
woman, recovered entirely.

THERE was a peculiarity in the form
and texture of the Placenta in this cafe
that deferves notice, as probably, the He-
morrhage was, in fome meafure, occa-
fioned by it; inftead of the ufual circum-
fcribed and circular cake, thick in the
middle, and becoming lefs and lefs to-
wards the edges, it was an uneven mafs,
thinly; and, in fome places, almoft fuper-
ficially fpread over near one fide of the
- Uterus; the edges of it terminated in a

broken manner, forming fomewhat like
the lines of a very irregular ifland on a
map, and one edge making almoft a de-
tached lobe, hung down on one fide of
the Os Tincz, and was, I was now con-
~ vinced, what I had before felt, and what

had probably produced fome of the flood-
ing, but the principal difcharge feemed,
by the difcoleration of the Placenta, to
have
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have arifen from a feparation of ‘it higher
up in the Uterus. ‘

C A S E XXIV.

JUNE 19, 1775, I was fent for to
Hoole, a poor woman, under the
care of a niidwife: the had been flooding
feveral hours, and in the laft half hour,
the difchayge had confiderably increafed,

I immediately examined- wizb my band in
«the Vagina (for with -the finger only I
could but juft touch the outfide of the Os
Uteri,) and found, by 'introducing one
finger into the Uterus, that the Placenta
was at the mouth of it: fhe had loft a
confiderable quantity of blood, and was
very faint, but did not appear to have
fuffered fo much as to have induced me,
had the Placenta not bgen there, or had I
made no enquiry to find it, to have turned
the child; but being convinced of the
danger of delay, I determined to deliver,
and previous to my doing it, fent for a
furgeon who had been before with me in
fome of the foregoing cafes.

WHEN
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WHEN he came I told him the wo-
man’s fituation, and defired him to exa-
mine in the common way, with one finger
only, which he did, but could find no-
thing unufual at the mouth of the womb;
1 then defired him to introduce his hand,
as I had done; he did this, and immedi-
ately difcovered the Placenta; he, there-
fore, agreed with me in the propriety of
“immediate delivery.

I INTRODUCED my hand into the Ute-
rus, and found the child lying in the na-
~ tural pofture, I paflfed the head, and with
tolerable eafe got hold of the feet, brought
them down, and extracted a dead child.

TuHE woman remained extremely lan-
guid for fome time after delivery, but,
notwithftanding this, and that fhe la- °
boured under every difadvantage produced
~ hy extreme poverty, and a remarkable ig-

norance in her affiftants, having neither
pure air, clean linen, and hardly common
putriment for feveral hours, yet the per-

- fe@ly recovered. |
REMARK,
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"R EM A R K

As this woman had not gone her full
time, being, according to her own ac-
count; in the middle of the eighth month,
which feemed true from the {mallnefs of
- the child, I expe&ted to have had fome

difficulty in introducing the hand, the
Uterus not being compleatly diftended,

but, notwithftanding the mouth of it was
but little open, it gave way with the fame
eafe I have ever obferved in thefe cafes,
and the delivery was effected with no more
than ufual trouble.

THE neceflity of introducing the hand
into the Vagina, and admitting one finger
into the Uterus, in order to diftinguith
with certainty whether the Placenta be at
the mouth of it or not, has been before
obferved, and feveral of the former cafes
have proved the propriety of it: in Play-
Jord, King, and Bond, it was not found
till the hand was admitted for the purpofe
of turning, and in Marsball, though the

ufual examination was made before fhe
S diCdj
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died, it was not known till the Uterus
was opened; in the prefent cafe its not
being difcoverable by two different per-
fons who examined at firft in the ufual
way, is a very remarkable proof of the
neceffity there is for doing it; I, there~
fore, thought it right again to take notice
’ _of it in this place, as it may, perhaps, .
miore ftrongly imprefs the reader.

C A S E XXV.

JULY 1, 1775, —— Skerringbam. In
the courfe of the preceding week fhe had
feveral times had a flight Hemorrhage
from the Uterus, which returning more
confiderably this morning; made her fend
for her midwife: it cantinued during the
day, accompanied, however, with flight
pains; but as they did not increafe, the
flooding continued, and fhe became faint,
I was fent for about fix o’clock in the

evcnmg. y;

. I IMMEDIATELY examined, as in the
laft cafe, and was fatisfied that the Pla-
centa was nof at the mouth of the womb,

' as
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as I very diftin€tly felt the head of the
child prefenting: I therefore waited, and
endeavoured to e:;cite pain, and, as foon
_as I was able, broke the membranes; her
_pains became ftronger, the Os Uteri di-
Alated and the flooding entirely ceafed and
I expected fhe would have been dchvered
with the eafe and quicknefs pecuhar to
'thefe cafes, but in this I was difappointed,
 for it proved very laborious, and’ the head
" dcfccnded, into the hollow of the Sgcrum
~ {o flowly, that the was not delivered till
“one o’clock in the morning: it was a large
living child, the Placenfa was carefully
_removed, the dxfcharge was trxﬂmg, and
the woman perfe&ly recovered.

C A'S E XXVI.
- _Mrs. B—, the fubject of the follow-
Ang cafe, is paglent to the fame gentleman
- who has. favourcd me with his aﬁiﬁancc
in feveral of the former cafes. She is a wo-
man of a very tender,and delicate confti-

tution, has been mother to ercn children,
Sa | and
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" and has had very bad health for feveral
years paﬂ:

AuGypsT 20, 1775, being at her full
reckoning, fhe had the preceding day, and
all the night, fmall pains in her’ back,
~which the conﬁdercd as the fore-runners
of labor; about nine o’clock in the morn-
ing the pains fuddenly became ﬁronger,
and fhe felt a preffure upon the lower part

- . of the Uterus, which was followed by a

dxfcharge, it was in a conﬁdcrable quan-
tity, and Ihe lmagmed it to be water, tql
. upon examination, the found it blood :
the 1mmed1ately fent for her furgeon, who
came to her about ten o’clock; the pains
had then entirely left her, but the dif-
chargc continued ﬂowly trickling from
the Uterus; as foon as he had an oppar-
tunity he examined with the band in the
Vagina, and diftinétly felt the Placenta at
the mouth of the womb; he foon aftcr
fent for me, and I was with the panent
about eleven o clock
. SHE
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Sue was fill without ‘pain,' and the
diféharge was lefs in quantity, and of a
paler colour: I examined in the fame man-
ner he had done, and found the Placenta
in the before mentxoned ﬁtuauon, the Os
UtCl‘l was dllated to ‘about the ﬁze of a
' 1h1111ng, but upon my attemptmg to in-
troducc thrce fingers ‘into it,” it contra&cd
',fo clofely round them, and was fo ngld
" that I concluded the delivery would as yet
be attendcd with tog much difficulty to
‘render it adv1feablc, and as there had not
yet been blcedmg fufficient to injure her,
and it was now almoft entirely ftopped,
- we theught it right to wait till the parts
were more relaXed by difchargc, or di-
lated by pain; but we faid with the pa-
tienb,, fhw every cloth - which HKad - been
fufed and exammed thc Uterus alternately
once in an hour. T e

AsouT three o’clock | there - came' on
fuch pains as fhe beforeuhad in the mght,

but thcy were not fuﬂicxent to- open the
Uterus
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Uterus more, and therefore did not in-
..creafe the bleeding: about five o’clock the
_pain fuddenly became ‘more violent, the
Uterus was more w;dcly dilated by 1t,
which producing a further feparation of
the Placenta, a freth difcharge was ecca-
fioned, and it was now rapid and confide- ..
rable; there was therefore every reafon
to juftify immediate delivery, the Os Uteri
was more dilated, it was more relaxed,
and ‘more yielding, apd the Hemorrhage
was fo ,conﬁdcréblg, that a further delay
.might have been attended with the utméﬁ:
danger; he, therefore, proceeded to turn,
which he did {lowly, but with great cafe,
~and cxtra&ed a 1ivia;g ,chi}d. )

THERE Was no d.lfcha.rge of coafequcncc
immediately after dehvcry, nor whilft we
ftaid with her, which was more than hglf
an hour, but upon my calling again. in
the evening, I found the room too warm,
and the. was much more faint. than fhe
had bcfore been; but from cooling the -

air,
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air, and adding a little preflure to the
Abdomen, it abated, fhe had a tolerable
night, and was nearly as well the next
morning as fhe ufually found herfelf after -
libor.

R EMATRK.

Tue happy event of the above re-
cited cafe has afforded me peculiar fatis-
fa&ion, as the management. of it, from
the beginning of the complaint, was in
exac conformity to the dire@ions I have
given, and it appears to be a full proof of
the propriety of them; for fuppofing it had
been treated in the way commonly adopted,
the fituation of the Placerita would not
have been known fo early; and fuppofing’
"that circumiftance not to have been thought
of, as after the diftharge there was no
pain, and the bleeding was inconfide-
rable, no one, I am perfuéded, would have
{crupled leaving the patient in the fore-
noon. The furgeon, in fuch cafe, pro-
bably would not have been fent for' again

' till
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till the evening, when the pain and He-
morrhage returned fo fuddenly and pro-
fufely, that as fome time muft neceflarily
have been loft before he could have been
‘with her, it is not unlikely but at his ar~
rival he might have found her in the fame
fituatiom, that, underfimilar circumftances,
the women mentioned in cafes No. 14 and
15, were found in, and might, therefore,
have been unable to fave her.

IT may not be improper, likewife, to
obferve, that the precife time for, turning
the child feems very happily to have been
hit upon; for had we proceeded to deliver
before the. Uterus was fufficiently relaxed, '
there certainly would have been great
~ difficulty in effeCting it, and the woman
might, very probably, have fuffered mate-
rially from the violence that muft in that
cafe have been ufed; and on the other
hand, if we had waited for a further dila-
tation of the womb, as that could not
have taken place without an increafe of

the
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“the difcharge, the, very likely, would have
been unable to fuftain the lofs of blood,
tore efpecially as the extreme weaknefs
of her conftitution, and the bad health
the had for fome time paft been in, rens
dered her a very xmpropcr fubje& for ei-
ther extreme.

C A S E XXVIIL

- SEPTEMBER 16, 1775, about five
oclock in the afternoon, I vifited ——s
Olley, a poor ‘'woman who was near her
full reckoning; fhe had a difcharge of
blood from the Uterus, which firft came
on about a2 month before, but it had never
been profufe, as it abated by reft, and an
horizontal pofture, and returned only
upon any confiderable exertion, in walk«
ing, ftooping, &c. it was this day, hows
ever a good deal alarming, -being much
increafed in quantity, and unat:co\hpmid
with pam.

T TiInTRo-
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I INTRODUCED my hand into the Vas
gina, and from a careful examination “of
the womb was. fatisfied that the Placenta
was nof at the mouth of it: in making
this enquiry, I was able to break the mem-
branes, a confiderable deal of water efcaped,
and the Hemorrhage inftantly ecafed; and,
though fuﬁicicnt pains did not immedi-
ately ccme on, fhe was, about feven hours
after,. fafely delivered, by their fole affift-
ance, of a large living child.

C A S E XXVIIL

SEPTEMBER 18, 1775, I was called
about midnight to the wife of Bax-
ter, another poor woman, under the care
of a midwife; I was informed, that in the
courfe of the prcceding three weeks fhe
had frequently been alarmed with a dif-
‘charge of blood from the womb, and that
~ for about two hours before my arrival, the
had been flooding mott profufely;- though
the was very near her full time, there were
not any fymptoms of labor, nor had the

yet
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yct had the moft trifling pain: fhe was
extremely faint, her pulfe were hardly
perceptible; and fhe appeared fo much
reduced as to be in the moft . unmmcnt
danger.

- I iNTRopUCED my hand into the Va-
gina, and found it full of coagulated blood,
and with my finger carefully examined the
mouth of the Uterus, which, though very.
little open, was, from the long continu~
" ance of the Hemorrhage, loofe and dllqt-
able: being convinced that the Plagenta
was ot in the way, I endeavoured to break
the membrancs, but I could not do it fo'
foon as in the laft cafe; after feveral re-
peated attempts, however, I at length fuc-
" ceeded, and 3 very large quantity of ‘water
poured forth, by which means the Hz-
morrhage was immedjately fupprefied.

1 conTINUED a little ftimulus to the
. Os Uteri, and it evidently brought on

Pam, wh:ch gradually increafing, the part
T 2 became
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became more open, and, in two hours from’
my firft fecing the patient, without there
being any return of bleeding, not even fo
much as’to occafion the leaft ftain in exa-
mining, the was fafely delivered by the
natural pains, and the child, notwith-
ftanding the great lofs which had been
fuftained, was born alive and vigorous,
The Placenta came away without trquble,
and no material difcharge accompanied it ;
fhe remained faint for fome time after de-
livery, and was very feeble for feveral days;
but nothing afterwards occurred to prevent
 her recoyering in the ufual time,

REMARK

As the flooding in this cafe was {o very
profufe, as the patient had not the leaft
pain, and was likewife extremely reduced,
it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that I.
‘ﬂlould have been- mduccd to have turned
the ch1ld upon my firft feeing her, if I
had not before experienced fuch extraordi=
nary proofs of nature’s ability to expel the

. child,
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child, when the Placenta was not in the
way to prevent the opening of the womb,
and when ever fo little pain could be ex-
cited by ftimulating the Os Tinc: at the
fame time it appears very likely, that de-
bilitated as the was, the would have been
unable to fupport any other than the gra-
dual and gentle dilatation of the womb,
which nature effeCted, and that therefore
fuch a method of treatment would, pro-
bably, in this cafe, have been unfuccefsful,

C A'S E XXIX
'DECEMBER 18, 1775. Mrs. F—,
(Whofc/ conftitution had fuffered conﬁdc-:
rably, from having had exceffive menftrual
difcharges - for ,féyeral’ years,) was at thig
time in the beginning of the ninth month
of her firft pregnancy, '

WiThouT any preceding illnefs or
pain, fthe was feized with a very profufe
Heamorrhage from the Uterus: I was with

“her foon after its coming an, and found
| the
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the Os Tince very little open, but relaxed
fufficiently to admit the finger for exami-
nation: the Placenta nos being fituated on
the Os Uteri, I purfued the fame methods
to {upprefs the flooding which have fo
often been before related; it foon became’
lefs, and in about two hours from the firft
attack of the complaint, labor pains came
on, the Uterus dilated, and the podex of
the child was puthed down, which being
fmall, and the parts of the woman much

relaxed, was with great eafe brought forth.

The child was hvmg and the mothcr did

well,

C A S E XXX,

APRIL 26, 1776. A lady at fome
diftance from Norwich, who has had fe-
veral children, and was then in the begin-
ning of the eighth month of pregnancy,
had, a few days before this date, a dif-
charge of blood from the Uterus; fhe was
attended by .a gentlcman of the neighbour-

hood, who, upon its increafing this day,
defired
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defired I might be fent for. At my ar-
rival the Hemorrhage was very inconfide-
rahle, and finding the ftate of the Uterus
had been examined, and that the Placenta
was nof at the mouth of it, we recom-
mended the ufual palliatives to be ufed if -
it again returned, and defired the might
be kept exceedingly ftill. The flooding
did not return till two days after, and it
was then accompanied with pain, which
proved fufficient to expel a {mall living
~ child.

C A S E XXXI.

MAY 1, 1776. Mrs. H——, lives
about nine miles from this city, and was
patient to a furgeon who lives in the fame
place. "Being at this time at her full
‘reckoning, fhe was taken with labor. pains,
which were "attended with.a difcharge of
blood from the womb: as it increafed with,
the increafe of pain, he defired I might
be fent for, to affift in the management-of
the cafe; but being at that time engaged
with another patient, who.would not per-
mit me to leave her, anothcr gcntleman was
‘called
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called upon, who went inftead of me. Be-
fore his arrival, another furgeon who lives
in the neighbourhood of the patient was
alfo fent for, from whom I learned that an
enquiry was made for the Placenta, ‘which
was found at the Os Uteri, and as the
Hazmorrhage had then been of many hours
duration, and much blqod had been loft,
it was determined immediately to extrat
~ the child by turning it, which was ac-
cordingly done, and it proved, happxly,
the means of favmg the patient.

C A .S E XXXIII.

- MAY 21, 1776. Feary, a poor
woman belonging to the town, under the

‘care of a midwife: fhe was nearly at her
full reckoning, and was fuddenly feized
with a profufe difcharge of blood from
the Uterus. I faw her about an hour af-
ter its coming on, and immediately made
the neceffary enquiry whether the Placenta
was fituated on the Os Tinca or not; it
was zot there, and the womb was open
enough to allow of punturing the mem-
branes, which inftantly leffened the flood-

~ ing
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. ing, -and foon after gentle pains. came on,
which expelled a dead child, with the
eafe peculiar to this relaxed flate of the
Uterus. -

C A S“‘E XXXIII'

f MAY 26, 1776 Mrs N———- ‘was m
the begmnmg of the ninth month of preg-
nancy, and had -been confinéd’ to her bed,
feveral days, before I faw her, thh a fe-
vem(h complamt and a ﬂlght Utermc Hze-

hbor’ R B S G N ;;’.J

A CONSIDERABLE increafe of the lattex
was the occafion of my-being fent for thxs
morning; I found ‘the dlfcharge in “an
alarming quantity, and my patient much
reduced by it: upon exsmining the Ute-
rus, I found the Placenta wds z¢f in the
way: I endeavoured- to .éxcitcrjp,ain’, by
ftimulating the Os Uteri, which fucceeded
fo far as to'enable me:to pierce the mgm-
branous bag: the flooding 'immediatgly
abated, the parts opened, and to the fur-
prize of the patient and her attendants, the
. ' U . was
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was very'foon and very eafily dthCrcd of
a ﬁnall dead chlld

C A S E XXXIV‘

JULY 5, v7v6. - —a— Chaplin; fhe
was in_the laft month of pregnancy, and
in Utérine Hzmorrhage, unattended with
fabor pams, canie o1 the day before I fawt

ér: ‘it was tHis day much increifed, and
- was fo conﬁderable, that the ‘worhah ‘was
miich Wcakened "The ?laccnta was, ‘upor
examxnaﬁon, found #of Yo be at the Os
Uteri, and irritating the parts, &c.as in
: the la{’c cafe, brought on pam, haftened
35 dellvery, wh1ch Was’ f‘ larly eafy,
qnd the- chxld a hvmg one. =

itom1 o -
o p AE R XXXV
< AUGUST a7, rz776 qu/ée-

the had- botme many: chaldren,} and had
now gorie her full time of this, ..For fe-
veial- days - before -the ‘datc. hereof, fhe
had flight -labor pains, accompanied with.
an'incréafing. difcharge of blood from the
womb’:-juft befote I-was feng for o her,
- T it
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it was very rapid and a large quantity was
fuddenly loft; finding herextremely faint, I
immediately introduced my hand, and with
3 finger in the Uterus, I diftinétly felt the
Placenta adhering to the mouth of it. My
patient had fuffered too much by the great
lofs the had fuftained ‘to admit of delay-
ing to turn the child, and th¢ Os Tince,
though not much opened was fo much
relaxed, as to convince me I might with
fafety. attempt jt; I therefore immediately
did it, and with the {ame eafe I experienced
" in all the former fimilar cafes

" Tz child was born dead but the mo-
ther, though extremely faxnt and languxd
perfe&ly recovered

C A S E XXXVL

OCTOBER 3, 1776. Mrs. H—
lives about two miles from my houfe; fhe
was at this time in the beginning of the
Jaft month of her fourth pregnancy, and
was fuddenly feized with a flooding, un-
attended with labor pain, I was inmme-
diately fent for, and found her fainting.

Uz - Upon
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Upon enquiring with the hand, I found
the Placenta was zof in the way, and the
difcharge became lefs by admitting cold
air into the room: I waited with her fome
time, till it was very trifling, and as there
feemed no probability of labor approach-
ing, I ventured to leave her, notwithftand-
ing her diftance from me, gave the ufual
direCtions to be obferved in my abfence,
and defired I might be fent for immedi-
ately upon the return of the bleeding, or
upon the coming on of pain. I was twice
fent for on the former account, but the-
- difcharge was as eafily fupprefled as at firft,
and I was ftill unable to pun&ure the mem-
branes; but on the evening of the th;rd
day, from the firft attack of the complamt,
nature was more difpofed to relieve her,
for fuch pam came on, as with the ftimu-
lus of a frequent examination, gradually
opened the paffage, and a fmall living
child was expelled with tolerable eafe.
After which there was no return of the
Hemorrhage, and .no accident  happened
to rétard the mother’s recovery.

\

CASE
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C A S E XXXVIL

NOVEMBER 28, 1776. Mrs. P
has had many children, was always very
full of complaints in. the two laft months
of pregnancy, and has ufually had bad
labors, | '

\

During the laft three or four weeks
before the above date, being in the laft
month of ‘pregnancy, fhe, at times, found
a difcharge of blood from the Uterus; but
it had never been confiderable enough to
make her confent to a confinement, nor to
induce her to give me leave to examine the .
ftate of the womb. During the day of
the 18th of November, b'cing, as the ima-
gined, at her full reckoning, the had flight
pains, which the confidered as the fore-
runners of true labor: in the night they
became ftronger, and though there had
been none of her ufual difcharge, for more
than the laft twenty-four hours, it now
fuddenly returned, and was in an alarm--

ing

/
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jng quantity. I was immediately fent for,
and, living in the neighbourhood of the
Patient, was very foon with her; but the
pains were now gone, the flooding was
abating, and foon ftopped entirely. I in-
troduced my hand, and diftin&ly felt the
Placenta on the Os Uteri, and from thence
concluded, that it would be neceffary to
turn the child; but the Uterus was neither
open nor relaxed enough to admit of its
being immediately done: I waited there-
fore in expeation of the return of the
pain and difcharge; and continued with
her the remainder of the night, and al}
the next day; but during the whole time
there was not the leaft return of either;
fhe was very'little faint, and got at times
refrefhing fleeps.  After this long attend,
ance, and the fymptoms of labor being
thus entirely gone, I ventured to leave my
patient, not, however, without much anx-
iety, left her labor fhould fuddenly come
on, and be attended with fuch a difcharge,
as poffibly to demand manual affiftance be- -

fore
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fore I could be with her: to obviate which,:
as much as poﬂiblé, I defired another fur-
geon, who lived near, might attend with
me, and who therefore might, probably, be
in the way to affift her, if any thing fhould
happen to prevent my coming to her upon
the firft alarm.

- SuE remained in this difagreeable ftate
of fufpenfe till the 28th, or the evening
of which day the fymptoms of labor again
came ons I was fortunately with her before
the Hemorrhage was confiderable, but it
icreafed as the Uterus opened. I again
introduced my hand, and now could feel
one edge of the Placenta, as the center of
it did not immediately lie over the Os in-
ternumh. The womb being, by this time,

difpofed to give way, I eafily pafled my
hand on one fide of the Placenta into the
Uterus, and as the' Podex prefented, I had
not the trouble of going to the Fundus, but
eafily brought down the feet, and extraded
a large hvmg child, without any®accident

: . - happening



152 CASES OF THE

happening to injure it, or endanger the
- life of the mother.

R EMA R K.

‘Tue diftance of time from my firfk
finding that the Placenta was fituated on
the Os Uteri, to the time when it was
practicable to extract the child, having,
in this cafe, been fo great, as to ‘have ren-
dered it next to impoflible for me to have -
followed ftricly a rule, which I have con-
fidered in the Effay, as effentially neceffary
for the woman’s fafety, and which dire@s
that the furgeon thould, on no account,
leave his patient under fuch circumftances;
it inay not be improper to point out fome
dire@ions, which may poffibly affift us in
determining how far we may venture to
follow the praftice of this embarrafling
‘cafe, in future ones, which may prove ’
fimilar to it.

Bu as the Hemorrhage, in thefe cafes,
depends erely upon the coming on and
progrefs
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progrefs of labor, as-theé fymptoms which
“occur at the firft onfet of labor are fre-
quently fo equivocal, and as there muft
always be fuch an uncertainty of know-
* ing, -upon the going off of thele fymp-
toms, when they will return, I fearit will
be out of our power to give any which
will be totally. fatisfactory: for, independe..
ent of the ruleabove alluded to, and which
I would ftill ftrongly urge, even in fuch
a cafe as this, where the furgeon’s other
engagements will permit him to comply
_ with it, I confefs I know of none which
can-be wholly free from hazard. All that
occurs to me- in any degree likely to an-
fwer this purpofe, and which is what prin-
cipally influenced me in the laft recited
cafe, is, to obferve, as accurately as may

be, the caufes which take off the pains;

diftinguithing, if we ‘can, between thofe V
which fpring from nature, and which pro-
~duce an entire cgffation of labor, and thofe
awhich arife from accidental circumftances,

‘ X and
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‘and which may he confidered .as occafiony

ing only a fufpenfion of it.

Tue alarm which a patient fometimes
feels when the furgeon firft enters her
room, the furprizg of feeing unexpe@ed
ftrangers, of fuddenly hearing any intelli-
gence in which fhe is ‘much interefted, or
the occurrence of any circumftance which
at all agitates the paffions, are well known
frequently to take off the ftrongeft and
moft promifing pains; and in floodings 1(;
happens very often, as appears from many
of the foregoing cafes, that the faintnefy
which is brought on by the lofs of blood,
produces likewife the fame effeGts. When
the abfence of pain, then, arifes from any
of thefe or. fimilar caufes, it is very reas
fonable to expec when they are removed,
or when they have loft thejr influence on
the patient, that it will iqimediatcly";cy_
 turn: and as few of thefe caufes can. bp

very permanent, it muft be very probable
R : that
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~ that this returp v\vill be foon; and more-
over that it will be without any of thofe
forewarning fymptoms which ufually pre-
cede the firft' attack of labor. It is oba
vious, therefore,” that when the flooding
is checked by fuch a fufpenfion of labor as-
that now defcribed, that at all events it
would be improper to leave the ‘patient.

But it frequently happens, and that .
too before the moft natural and eafy la-
bors, that pains very much refembling
true labor, and which in fome degree di-
late the Os Tince, fhall come on, and
alarm the patient\and her attendants with
the expe&ation of delivery being near, and
yet foon after, and without any apparent
‘caufe, fhall entirely go off, leave the pa-
tient as well as ufual, and not return till
“the time of delivery; which in fome cafes-
may be many days, or even weeks after
the firft alarm. If this fhould happen
when the Placenta is fituated on the Os
Uteri, the effects of it with regard to

X 2 Haemorrhage,
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Hzmorrhage, would probably be thefe: that
at' the firft coming on of thefe fpurious-
pains‘thcrc would be fome difcharge; that
upon the pains going off, the flooding would
ceafe; that if the woman ‘were carefully
kept ftill, it would not return till the time
of real labor, which, as obferved before, .
might be very remote, 'an_d that then, as
the parts would be in the fame ftate as if

.‘there had been none of thefe falfe pains,
that it would be preceded by fuch fymp-
toms as would give fufficient time to have
the furgeon ready to affift the patient be-
fore any confiderable lofs had taken place.
This feems to have been exactly the ftate of
the cafe above related, and the good fuccefs
which attended it argues, at leaft, a pro--
bability, that after fuch an entire ccﬂhtion'
‘of labor has taken place as that now de-
feribed, no harm would arife from leaving-
the woman.

" CAFTER all, however, I would be un-

derflood to deduce no more from this view
- of .
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of the circumftances which may attead
this peculiar cafe of flooding, than that,
on the one hand, if there be only a fuf-
penfion of labor, that it would be abfo-
lutely wrong to leave the patient; and on
the other hand, if we have waited long
enough to be convinced that the labor is
entirely gone off, that though it would
ftill be moft fecure to ftay with the pa-
tient, yet there is fome reafon to:believe
- we may then leave her without hazard;
. which if we venture to do, I cannot help
repeating the neceflity there is of being
pretty fure the abfence of pain is not pro-
‘duced by any of the accidental circum-
ftances before enumerated, and more efpe-
cially that of faintnefs.

'C A S E XXXVIIL

MARCH 24, 1777. Darking ;
fhe was at the latter end of the eighth
month of her firft pregnancy. - About
two o’clock in the morning fhe was
awakened by a difcharge of blood from '
. : , the
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the Uterus, unaccompanied with pain,
or any of the fymptoms of labor; it was -
at firft very conﬁderiblc, but it was fo
much abated in half an hour, that fhe
thought it, then, unneceflary to fend for
any affiftance: in a few hours, however,
it returned with an increafe of violence,
and I was fent for about fix o’clock. I
found the difcharge ftill continued, and
the woman was very faint, I therefore
immediately examined, and was fully con-
vinced the Placenta was zof at the Os
Uteri; during the examining, there came
on fome pain, and the membranes foon
broke, the Uterus opened, and a fmall
dead child was expelled in about half an
hour after my arrival, and without much
pain to the rx\lothcr, who fuffered no in-
convenience from the Hemorrhage, than
a temporary weaknefs.
C ASE XXXIX.
APRIL 10, 1777. I was this day fent
for to Mrs. @ , at a village about’
. cight ~
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eight miles " from Norwich: being en4
gaged at the time, a gentleman who. is
converfant in the mode of pratice re<
commended - in the preceding Effay, weng
jnftead of me, He found ther under the
care of an intelligent and experisericcd {ur-
geon in the ncicrhbourhoqd; and was in-
formed by him, that hjs pat;cnt was near
the full time of her fecond pregnancy,
and that {he had been feized in the fore=
noon with flight pains acg:'ompanicd with
a difcharge, which’ though it had got yet
been very confiderable, was increafing,
It was refolved to make the neceffary en:
quiry for,the Placenta, and manage - the
cafe agreeghle to the f_c{ql!: of it; -this was
immediately done with the hand in the
Vagina, and the Placenta was diftin&ly
felt to be at the Os: Uteri: but. the
Hemorghage was now much lefs, the
. Uterus yefy little open, ‘and there was a
peculiar rigidity of, the Os Tince, which
appeared very unfavourable to that artifi-
gial dilatation of it; which the cafe re-

quired 3
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quired; more efpecially, as it was obferved
by the furgeon who attended firft, that .
her former labor had been very long and
laborious, from this part having been
" fingularly hard - and unyielding: it was,
therefore, judged proper to defer the in-
troducion of -the hand for delivery, till
an increafe of pain or difcharge had ren-
dered, the Uterus more dilatable. ‘They
both, accordingly, waited a confiderable
time with her; but, by degrees, ‘the pains
went off, and the difcharge ftopped. It
being now very ungertain when thé true
labor pains would come on, one of the
gentlcmeh went away, and the other ftaid
with her during the night, and as much
afterwards as his other engagements would
admit of. She remained free from pain
or flooding till the 12th, and the return
was fortunately not, at firft, fo quick,
but there was time to fend for both the
furgeons before the lofs of blood had been
great; however, true labor feemed now
to come on, and the Hemorrhage foon
became
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became: confiderable;.. but the -Qs -Uteri
bclng much mere dilatable tlxan in. the
- firft ,cxammatlon, it )was__.dcxcgmgr;gd to
proceed to immediate deliyery; the. hand
was therefore pafled into the Vagina, the
fubftance of . the " Placenta was pierced
~ through by the fingers, and the hand -be~

ing admitted through the oPcnmg into
the Uterus, the child was extracted. w1th_
eafe and fafety; the dxfcharge was very
little increafed during the operation, it
was fupprefled when< the Uterus was
compleatly emptqu and the woman had
a happy recovery. :

REMARK

{I‘amcgrcumﬁances attending thxs cafc
bq:yrg fimilar te. thofe of Na. 37, the re-
magks *wh;ch arofe from that are exa&ly
gpplmablc to it;-and this fecond inftance
of -a patient’s be;ng left in this ﬁtuatlon,
without receiving any injury, undoubtedly
ftrengthens the reafoning which is there

made ufe of : but I fhould be forry if the
Y fuccefs
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fuccefs which attended thefe two pasti-
cular - deviations from the general mode
of pra®ice which I have before recom-
mended; ‘were ever an encouragement ta
run the rifque of leaving a patient in cir< |,
cumflanices other than fuch as exally re-
femble thefe, and even then, if thg fur-
geon’s other engagements are not abfo-
lutely incompatible with a long attend-
ance. - : o

C ASE XL

APRIL 15, 1777. Foulfbam. 1 was
called to this woman’s affiftance in, the
forenoon of this day: fhe was near her
full time, and under the care of a mid-
wife, For feveral hours before I faw her
there had been an exceffive difcharge from
the Uterus, none of the women in any
of the preceding cafes having lof¥ mote
blood, fo that the was extremely faints
but nature, by this time, made efforts to
telicve her, for the Os Uteri opened, and
the Placenta 7oz bcmg in the way, a fmall

dead
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dead child was expelled with remarkable
eafe, and very little afliftance; after which
the flooding flopped, and the woman did
well,.

JUNE 27, 1777. Mrs. C—— was
in the middle of the eighth month of
her firft pregnancy: the day before this
the received 2 fright, which was followed
by a confiderable Uteriné Hamorrhage; 1
was fent for, and immediately made the'
neceffary examination: .the Placenta was
por at the Os Uteri, and the difcharge
was foon checked by the palliative means;
fhe remained free from the complaint till
the following afternaon, when it ‘again
came on, but nature was then more dif-
pofcd to relieve her, for true labar pains
¢ame on, which opened the Uterus, and
expelled the child and Placenta fo hafhly,
that though the former came footling, fhe
was nearly delivered bcforc any. affiffance

(:ould be gwcn her,
Y2 =~ €ASE
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’CASE XLII.

" OCTOBER 10, 1777. Wilkins. 'This
woman had twins, and was attended by a
midwife. After the delivery of the firft
* child, there came on an exceflive flood-
ing; I was immediately fent for, but not
being at home, the fame ‘gentl'eman; tq
- whom I have {o often before bcen'bbligcd

for his. aﬁiﬂzance, attended for me. It
was cwdcnt ‘the attachment of the Pla-
centa to the Os Uter1 could not, in this
cafe, bc the” caufe of the Hmmqrrhage,
it was, neveythelefs, in {o alarming a
quantity, that he had, at ﬁrﬁ apprehen- :
fions leaft it ‘fhould be neccﬁ'ary to turd
the Chlld but by pun&urmg the mem-
branes, and gcntly ﬁxmulatmg the Os In-
ternum, fome pains‘ were foon’ éxcited,
which. xmmedlately fuppreﬁ'cd the’ difs
chargc, and a hvmg Chlld was fpcedxly
and fafely expcllcd the mother fuffefing
‘no other mconvemcncc aftcrwards, but
grcag Wcakncfs.

~

CASE
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g‘»c A s E “XLIIL

OCTOBER 26, 1777 Stannard. This
woman is the” fame pcrfon whofe cafe is
related the fccond in this colle@ion. She
was at th;s tlmc about th;rty weeks gone
with chlld and for more than a month
before had bccn troublc& with an Uterine
Hzmorrhagq:, whlch at firft was occa-
ﬁoned, as, {he 1magmed, bv afall

. For feveral days before the above date
it had increafed confiderably, and at the '

time when I faw her, ‘it was immoderate:
1 1mmcd1ately exammcd her, and with
dnr‘ﬁculty mtroduccd a finger into the Os
Uterd, aoainft ‘which 1 found the Pla-
centa: fhc had ﬂlght pams at intervals,
which' always produced a freth flow. I
was partxcular]y pcfplexed from an appre-
henfion, that it would be lmpra&mable,
from the fmall ﬁz¢ of the’ Uterus, to get
the hand I‘ufﬁcxenfly admitted into it, td .
effe& the turning and extra&ing thé child,
which however appeared mdnfpenfably ne-
ceﬂ‘ary for the woman'’s fafety ‘I made
) {evera]
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feveral efforts to get two or three fingers
introduced, but without fuccefs; I there-
fore waited, but was more than ufually
anxious for the event. The pains and
difcharge ftill continued, and my patlent
became more and more faint; I gave her
gruel, &c. as often as fhe could take it,
of which, though the drank in {mall quan-
tities, fhe took a good deal in the whole:
“at length, about ap hour and a half after
my artival, while the was drintking fome-
thing of this kind, there fuddenly came on
a freth guth of blood, which inftantly made
her fick and vomit, which was followed by
the moft alarming Syncope I ever faw, for
the byftanders fuppofed her to be dead. It
occurred to me that it would be right ta
catch this moment of total relaxation, and
attempt the admiffion of the hand; I found
the mouth of the Uterus quite loofe, and
it dilated eafily as far as its fize would
admit, fufficiently, however, to allow the
hand to pafs far enough into it to find a
foot, which I was fortunate enough to
bring down into the Vagina immediately,
by means of which, without a further in-
troduction
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troduion of the hand; I extracted a finall
dead child: the Placenta came away. in.a
few rhinutes afterwatds; and the:difcharge
foon- ﬁopped ; my patnent was, therefore,
fhatched from the moft imminent. dmgcr,f
and I wis relieved from an. -anxiety geeater
than any I have, for feveral years, cxpeo'
uenccd uPOh a fimilar’ bccaﬁon. R
AT |

R E M A R K.

TroucH the attachment of the Pla-
centa to the Os Uteri, i in this cafe, would,
at the explmtlon of the term of pregnancy,
have unavoidably produced a flooding, and
though, as in all others of a fimilar fitus .
ation, it now prevented: mature from. fe-
lieving the’ patient; yet the caufé which
made the Hemorrhage come on at foearly
a period, was certainly the-accidintal one
of the fall.. Thefe two eaufes both-con-

durring in-one: cafe, prove the neceflity:
 thereé alivays is for the wnequivocal infor-
fation which is alene: to be derived from:
a manual examination into the ftate of the
Uterus: For fuppofing- in fuch a cafe as
tlus,/ it had: been-prefumed from-the cir-
, cumitance

’
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cumftance of the fall, and the time of
the *flooding firft. coming- on,:  that ;the,

caufe of it had beén -merely accidental,
and 'the patient on that account kad:heen.

left to the care of 2’ midwife, (whlgh had,
the: Placenta not; .been (in ‘the way, . it.
would have been juftifiable. to have done, )
it is very probable the ‘happy .opportunity.
of affifting the woman would have been
loft, and the cife Kave'terminated unfor,
tunatcly

CASE XLIV

R

OCTOBER zo, 1777 —— Fawes.
I found this woman, being a pauper; un-
der the care-of a midwife, who. mfo:med
me that {he was at ‘the full -time ofiiher.
fixth child, and that after having had: Ihght
pains for. .fome: hours,; there - came-~on-a
very confiderable difcharge from the Ute-
rus; it had been:about an:hour, when E
faw her, but the membranes were broken,; -
a good deal of water-had efcaped, and the
flooding was much abated; I-introduced.
my hand into the Vagina; and found it
full of coagulatcd blood, the mou,th of
the

1 ]
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the womb was much dilated and very
loofe, the Placenta was 7ot in the way,
and a hand of the child prefented: the
difcharge ;was now very trifling, but the
preternatural pofition of the child requir- .
ing artificial delivery, . I introduced my.
hand immediately into the Uterus; and -
very foon took hold of a foot, which I
brought down with great eafe, and foon.
after, and without any .difficulty, as the
Pelvis was fingularly well formed, .and:
the parts fo much relaxed by the dif-:
charge, I extratted.a large living child;.
the Placenta came away without any
trouble, there was no return of-the Hi-
morrhage, and my pat;ent did wedi

REMARK

IT is obvious, that in’ this’ cafe the
turning was had recourfe to on account.
of the bad prefentation of the child, ‘and
not on account of the flooding, which
was owing to an accidental f{eparation of
the Placenta; and that it cannot, there-

yA - fore,
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fore, be faid to contradit the general
maxim which I have adopted refpe&ing
floodings which arife from an accidental
caufe, namely, that nature is of herfelf
able, in fuch cafes, to expel the child. The
quick dilatation of .the Uterus, and part
of the child having been pufhed down,
were, in this cafe, :fufficient proofs, that
if that part had been the one ufually pre-
fenting, nature would, as in many others
before related, with her own efforts, have
been able to expel the child foon enough:
for the woman’s fafety.

C A S E XLV.
APRIL 3, 1778. T vifited the wife of

——— Garrard, a poor woman belonging
to Norwich. She was twenty weeks gone
" with child, and had been feized with a dif-
charge from the Uterus fome hours before
I faw her, and which was attended with
flight paihs. Upon examination I found
the Vagina full of coagulated blood, and
upon pafling my finger in fearch of the
o Os.
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Os Tincz, I diftin@ly felt the Placentaat-
tached to it. The Uterus was too fmall to
admit the hand, and I was fo fully con-
vinced of it from a very gentle attempt I
made to do it, that I did not think it juftifi-
able to repeat it: but I waite@ with the pa-
tient, .hoping, though not without an-
xiety, that nature would be able to expel
the Feetus: By keeping her ftill and the
room cool the difcharge was probably mo-
derated, and though with every return of
pain more blood came away, yet. the Fee-~
tus and Placenta were expelled jn about
an hour, and the woman fuftained no lofs
afterwards which materially affected her.

- REMARK

Tuis was the firft cafe of 3 ﬂoodmg fo
early in pregnancy in which I remarked the
attachment of the Placenta to the Os Uteri,
andconfequently was thefirft inftance which
I could obferve of nature’s being able, un-
der fuch circumftances, to expel the Feetus.

‘The fame circumftances, I doubt not, muft
Z 2 have
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‘have occurred before in my praice; but
as furgeons. are not always called in in
cafes of abortion, and when it takes place
- in-the early months, it being feldom ne-
ceffary to examine the parts, it may have
often happentd when it has not been no-
ticed: It is, however, to be withed, that
in cafes of abortion, efpecially in thofe of
the fourth and fifth months, the ftate, of
the Uterus were examined as often as an op-
portunity admits of, by which alone it can
be afcertained whether, in thofe months,
nature be uniformly able to expel the Fe-
tus when the Placenta is fixed to the Os
Uteri. I have'already obferved on this
fubje& in the Effay, page 45, &c. and in
as pra@ical a manner as my information
admitted of, to which I would refer the
reader, '

C A S E XLVL

APRIL 16, 1778. I was this day
fent for to Mrs. W- , who was then
in labor of her third child; fhe was at.

her
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her full time, and under the care of a fe-
male praditioner.

~ THE {fmall pains which announced the
very beginning of her labor were accom-
panied with a trifling difcharge of blood,
which increafed in exa& proportion to the
force of her pains; and when I faw her
both were conﬁdcrable, and much blood
had been. loft. Upon exammmg the parts
I found the Os Uteri dilated fufficiently
for the admiffion of four fingers,-and per-
fecly foft and lax; the Placenta immedi-
ately prefented. From thefe circumftances,
I thought it right at once to introduce the
hand and remove the Feetus, which I ef-
fected with fingular eafe, as the woman
was well formed, and the Uterus gave
way without difficulty. The child was
dead, but the patient recovered in the
~ufual time.

CASE
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cC A S E XLVIL

JULY 3, 1778. I was fent for to
«—— Field, a poor woman, who was un~
der the care of a midwife; fhe was at her
full time, and had been feveral hours flood-
ing confiderably, fo as to have loft an ex-
- ceflive quantity before I faw her, and fhe
was faint to an extreme. Upon examina-
tion I found the Placenta prefenting, and
the Os Uteri fufficiently dilated to admit
of the introdu&ion of the hand; I there-
fore proceeded to delivery, and effeted
the extraction of the child without diffi-
culty: but when I endeavoured to extract
the Placenta, it adhered fo ftrongly to the
Cervix Uteri that it was near an hour and
an- half before I could remove it; nor
then without feparating the adhering part
with my hand. The difcharge being con-
tinued by this unlucky delay, and the
woman’s fatigue being very much in-
creafed by it, I very much feared fhe
would not be able to furvive it; and my ap-.

prehenfions
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prehenfions proved true, as the died about
twelve hours after.,

,,REMARK

TuoucH the great lofs of blood, whxch
in this unfortunate tafe, had -been fuf-
tainqd before I faw the patient, made me ap~
prehenfive, at firft, that it would net termi-

“nate happily, yet, I cannot help thinking,
had there been no difficulty in bringing
away the Placenta, that fhe would have re-
covered. It muft at leaft be admicted that
this circumftance, from its having fo much
protracted the labor, having kept up the
difcharge fo much longer than it would

- atherwife, probably, have been, and hav-

ing fubjected the woman to fo much more
pain, muft have contributed very much to
the fatality of the cafc.

THE retention of the Placenta is ever 2
cafe requiring care ; and under fome cir-
cumftances it is not a' little difficult to
afcertam what is the beft mode of treat-

ment,

-~
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ment, the beft pradtitioners not being
perfectly agreed whether it be right to
remove it immediately by the forcible in-
trodu&ion of the hand into the Uterus,
ar whether it fhould be left to be expelled
by nature. In cafes of flooding there
can, however, be no doubt about the
~ propriety of endeavouring to bring it
away immediately, as the neceflity for its
removal, muift, under fuch circumftances,
be peculiarly urgent, and delay, from the
very nature of the cafe, muft expofe the
patient to more danger. - '

C A S E XLVIIL

JANUARY 25, 1779. Woolterton.
This was a poor woman in the laft month
of pregnancy; fhe was a pauper, attended
by a midwife. She had had feveral attacks
of {light flooding fome days paft, but it
being at this time more profufe than be-
fore, the midwife defired my attendance,

" I FouND
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I FounD the Placenta evidently fixed to
the Os Uteri, which was fufficiently foft
and yielding to make me determine upon
introducing the hand immediately, which
I did without finding more difficulty than
ufual, and brought away. the child by the
 feet; the difcharge immediately ftopped,
and nothing happened to prevent the pa-
tient’s recovery,

'C A S E XLIX.

MARCH 6, 1779, I was called to the
affiftance of Weatherick, another poor
woman, who was at her full reckoning,
and had, at this time, a confiderable Uterine
Hzmorrhage. Upon examining the parts,

I found the Placenta prefenting, and the
Uterus fufficiently dilated to admit the
hand, which I immediately introduced,
and brought away a large living child by
the feet. The patient, who was a healthy
woman, and had not fuffered an exceflive

lofs, recovered in the ufual time.

Aa ~ CASE
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'C A S E L.
* APRIL 4, 1779. Mrs. W—-, of
Ketteringham, about five miles from Nor-
wich, was patient to a very careful and
intelligent gentleman in her neighbour-
hood: Soon after his being called to her,
the was feized with a confiderable dif-
charge; and upon examining; he found the
Placenta prefenting. Withing for my
afliftance in the management of this cafe,
he fent for me, and I was with him as
foon s -the diftance from Norwich ad-
mitted of, and indeed before any great
quantity of blood had been loft. Upon
examining the patient, and -finding the
cafe tobe precifely as he had deferibed it,
I recommended artificial delivery, and as
the parts were foft and yielding, I thought
it might immediately be attempted; ac-
cordingly, at his requeft, I introduced
my hand on one fide of the Placenta, and
found the Podex of the child prefented,
on which account I was the fooner able

' to
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to get the feet, which I brought down,
and finithed the delivery with tolerable
eafe. The Placenta came away foon, and
without dlfﬁculty, and the panent had a

happy recovery.
C A S‘ E LIL -

JUNE 30, ‘1779.. Thorpe. This was
a fmall delicate woman, of a relaxed ha<
bit, and who- had borne' many’ children,
She was at this time at the full period of -
. pregnancy, and was feiged two’ days be-
fore. with a confiderable difcharge, which
ceafed and returned at different timgs un-
- til this day, and was then much more
confiderable than it had yet been, which
occafioned my being fent for.

Upron a careful examination, I was fa-
tisfied that the Placenta was »of in the
way, and the Os Uteri was fufficiently
open to allow 1he:-to rupture the mem-

branes ; the flooding immediately abated,
Aaz and
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and in a few hours natural pains came on,
and fhe was by them fafely delivered,

€ A 9 E LI

AUGUST 25, 1779, I was called to
the affiftance of Aldridge, a poor
woman in labor, and under the care of a’
midwife; fhe had been flogding for fome
hours, and mych blood had been loft be-
fore I faw her; but upan finding the Pla-
centa not at the Qs Uterj, I thought it
right to wait; apd as foon as I was able
I punctured the membranes. The parts
were foon after more dilated by pain, and
fhe was fafely delivered by the fimple efforts
of nature,

C A § E LI

NOVEMBER 1, 1779, —— Cutbird,
a poor woman in the laft month of preg-
nancy. A difcharge of blood from the
Uterus fuddenly came on the preceding
day, and was at this time fo great as to
' o induce
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induce the midwife who attended her to
defire my advice. Upon paffing the hand
_ into the Vagina, th¢ parts being fuffici-
ently relaxed to admit. it without mych
pain, I was convinced the Placenta was
not in the way, and therefore treated this
gafe exaltly as I #d the laft, and the
. was, in like manner, happily relieved by
the natural pajns, '

C A § E LIV,

MARCH 24, 1780, Ward. 'This
woman was in labor of her third child,
was near her full reckoning, and badrfor
fome hours been flooding exceflively.- Upon
examining, I found the Vagina full of co-
agula, and the Placenta attached to the
Os Uteri. ~ She had already loft {o great a
quantity, and was fo extremely faint, that
I judged it right to attempt the delivery -
. without further lofs of time. The Ute-
rus was fo lax, that' I had but lictle diffi-
culty in effe®ing it, but I much. feared
the patient had fuffered a lofs whick fhe
could not furvive: I was, however, very

agreeably
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agreeably difappointed; for though fhe re-
mained many wecks very weak, yet her
fecovery was perfcé’c and fhe has had two
chxldrcn fince. '

CASE LV,

JUNE 19, 1780, ” /jfacé_/bn. This
. patient was feized with a flooding about
the time fhe expe&ed labor to come on;
fhe was attended by a midwife, who,
finding the complaint increafe, fent for
me. Finding the Placenta was mor at the
mouth of the womb, and the parts but
'I;ttle open, I encouraged her to wait, de-
fired the patient to be kept cool; and left
her, with dire&tions to fend for me if the
difcharge became more alarming, and if
the labor did not advance.

Tue difcharge continued for a while,
but in a few hours the child was expelled
by the natural pains, the Placenta was re-
moved.-without trouble, and the difcharge
was afterwards not more than what was

common after delivery,
CASE
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| C A'S E 'LVL
JULY 1, 1780, Lacohee. 'This

was an unfortunate poor woman whom I
had before affifted into two przternatural
cafes which had required the turning the
child; and my being now fent for to her,
was on account of a confiderable Hemor-
rhage which came on at the approach of

" her labor.

UroN making the neceffary examina-
tion, I diftinétly felt the Placenta at the
Os Uteri, and was able immediately to
pafs the hand into the Uterus, and tosex-
tra& the child by the feet, by which
means the flooding was put a ftop*to, and
the patient was refcued from the hazard~
Qus ﬁate the was in,

'C A S E LVIL

JULY 23, 1780, Lee. In the
evening of this day I was called to the
affiftance of this patient, who had been
in labor and flooding the greateft part of |

the

‘s
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the day. I found the Hemorrhage was .
produced by the attachment of the Pla-
centa to the Os Uteri, and therefore in-
troduced the hand, turned the child, and
finithed the delivery without any thing
unufual occurring, and the patient had a
fpeedy recovery. :

C A S E LVIIIL

DECEMBER 28, 1780. I was this
day fent for to Baxter, a poor wo-
man, in a village about fix miles from Nor-
wich; the was in the beginning of thé ninth
month of pregnancy, and had been feveral
days under the care of a midwife, but on
account of a flooding which accompanied .
her labor, fhe was at this time attended by
a nelghbourmg furgeon, who, finding the
Placenta fituated on the Os Uteri, and the
Hzmorrhage exceflive, defired my affift-

ance.

On account of the diftance from Nor-
wich, it was a confiderable time before I
could be with her, and when I arrived, I

found her rcduced very much by the lofs
of
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of blood. Finding the Placenta at the
Os Uteri, as he had informed me, and the
parts perfectly loofe and yielding, I pafled
the hand immediately, and with very little
difficulty extracted the Feetus and Pla-

centa. -

. THE woman was evidently better after
delivery, and ‘as but little difcharge fol-
lowed the removal of the child, I hoped
the would have had a happy recovery; and
no unfavourable fymptom came on until
the third or fourth day, on which, how-
ever, the was feized with a fever, which
proved fatal in a few days afterwards.

C A § E LIX.

JANUARY 30, 1781, Feake.
. 'This woman was near her full time, when
the was attacked with a flooding :—It was
at firft fmall, and in the courfe of two or
‘three days, at times, perfectly ceafed; but
on this ddy it increafed much, and was
very confiderable when I faw her. Upon
examination I found the Placenta was #o#
in the way; I thought it right to wait for-

Bb the
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the natural pains, which proveci fufficient
to expel the child with perfe&t fafety to
the woman, and much fooner than I ap-
prchendcd at firft. '

C A S E LX
NOVEMBER 29, 1781. Pitcker.
This woman’s cafe was, in all its circum-
ftances, very fimilar to that laft defcribed,
and the Placenta nof being at the mouth
of the womb, terminated fafely by the
~ fole efforts of nature.

C A S E LXL

FEBRUARY 4, 1782. Bully. This
patient was, in the eighth month of preg-
nancy, fuddenly feized with a profufe
difcharge from the Uterus. The midwife
who had attended her in former labors
was fent for at firft, but finding her fitua-
tion very hazardous, and that fhe was not

likely to be relieved by the labor pains,
fhe fent for me.

UPoN enquiring into the fituation of
the Os Uteri, I found it but little dilated,

and
N\
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" and the Placenta very evidently 'ﬁ:‘ged to it:
after waiting fome time, I pafled the hand
into the Uterus, but with rather more
difficulty than ufual ; however, the dcli;
very terminated very fafcly, and the pa-
tient recovered,

CASE.LXII

FEBRUARY 24, 1782, — Green.
This patient was at her full time, and her

labor began with a confiderable flooding ;
it had been -fome hours before I faw her,
during which time fhe had been underthe
- ¢are of a midwife,

. I MaDE the ufual enquiry, and found the

Placenta at the mouth of the womb, which

was dilated enough tp induce me to at»

tempt dcﬁvm’y immediately, and which I
effected with much more eafe than in the

laft cafe, and the woman had a happy e

covery.

Bba CASE
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C A S E, LXIL

MARCH 21, 1782. Ferry. This wo-
man had a confiderable flooding, but be-
ing at her full reckoning, and the Placenta
not being in the way, I waited for the na-
tural pains, which proved fufficient to ex-
pel the child before the patient had fuf-
tained too great a lofs, and fhe recovered
in the ufual time. - o

C A § E LXIV.

APRIL 1, 1782, ~ King. 1 was
fent for to this woman after fhe had had
fymptoms of labor, attended with a Ute-
rine-Hzmorrhage, for feveral hours. Upon
examination I found the Placenta was-nof
at the Os Uteri, but an arm prefented; I
was, therefore, on this account, obliged
to turn the child, and extra¢t it by the
feet, and which I did without the patient
fuffering any injury.

CASE
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C A S E. LXV.

APRIL 11, 1782, Coleman. This
woman was in the eighth month of preg-
nancy, and without any previous indifpofi-
tion or accident happemng to her, was
fuddenly feized with a difcharge of blood;
fhe was feveral days attended by a midwife,
and I was at laft fent for, on account of
the complaint having much increafed, I

found, ' by examining with the hand in
the Vagina, that the Placenta was #o¢ in
the way, and therefore encouraged the
7paticnt and the midwife patiently to
wait - for true labor, which, - however,
did not come on that day, and though
the flooding became lefs, by keeping
her fill, and the room cool, yet it re-
ttirned the next day, and I was again
fent for; but now I found nature more
difpofed to affift her, and being able to
puncture the membranes with a probe,
the water came away, and pains foon fuc-

ceeded,
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ceeded, which proved fuﬂicmnt to finith
the labor - happily.

C A S E LXVIL

APRIL 14, 1782, Sbort. T was
fent for in the night time to this woman,
who was remarkably fmall, delicate, and
fickly. She had been fome days expe@ing
her labor, and had had much ‘uneafinefs
in her back, ‘and flight pains in the region
of the Uterus during that time: aboug
two hours before I faw her, the labor
pains fuddenly became ftronger, and a
confiderable difcharge accompanied each
pain. A midwife had been with her
fome time, and fent for me on ace
count of the flooding. Though much
time was not loft before I was with her,
yet, the Uterus opening quickly, fhe fuk
tained a very great lofs in a very littls
‘while. Finding the Hemorrhage fill
' _great, and the Placenta prefenting, I in-
ftantly introduced thc hand, and brought

away
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away the child and Placenta with very
little trouble, and happily in time to fave
the woman’s life, as the appeared fo much
‘reduced, as probably to have rendered her
unable to have furvived the lofs of more
blocd.

'C A S E LXVH.

MAY 4, 1782. Mrs. ¥——. This
woman lived in the country, about four
tmles from Norwich; I had attended her
in a former. labor, and fhe had always
" been fubje& to flow and lingering times.
Her labor at this time began with a {light
difcharge, which induced her to fend for.
me rathér {ooner than ufual.

I exaMINED the ftate of the Uterus,
faund it but little open, but fufficiently fo
to convisce me that the Placenta was zot
in the way. The difcharge flill conti»
nﬁed, but was kept from being profufc‘
by admitting cool air into the room, &c.
and in a_few hours I was able to rupture

the
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the membranes; after which the flooding

“evidently abated, and-the Uterus foon after
opening more and more, the child was ex-
pelled by the natural pains.

C A S E LXVIIIL

AUGUST 20, 1782, ——— Francis.
When I was called to this patient I found
her véry much reduced by a flooding which
fhe had had many hours, during which
time fhe had occafionally had fome pains.
She had borne feveral children before, and
was now very near her full reckoning. I
diftin&ly felt the Placenta filling up the
mouth of the womb, which was confi-
derably open, and fufficiently loofe to juf-
tify my immediately introducing the hand.
I had but little difficulty in doing this;
and though the child was large, I brought
it away quite as foon as I withed, and it
proved time enough for the woman’s fafety.

CASE



UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 193

-~ C A S E LXIX,

NOVEMBER 21, 1782. Wright. In
this cafe the flooding was occafioned by the
Placenta being fixed to the Os Uteri, and
a feparation of it having taken place by
the approach of labor. The woman lof}
a good deal of blood before the Uterus was
fufficiently open to admit of forcible de-
livery: but though I was under the ne- -
- ceflity of waiting rather longer in this
cafe than in moft of thofe which had
lately occurred to me, yet I was at length
able to accomplith my purpofe, and W1th- ‘
out any injury to the patient.

C A S E LXX

APRIL 3» 1783. The fubje& of this
cafe is a {mall delicate lady, who has had
feveral children. She had been fubje to
many complaints during all the time of
this pregnancy, and particularly indifpof¢d

for feveral days before the above date; but
Ce the
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fhe had attributed it ‘principally to her
being fo near her time.

‘Her night having been a very uncom-
fortable one, ‘the was feized towards the
morning with a fudden difcharge of blood
from she Uterus, which, however, abated
in about half an hour: it returned again in
a few hours after, when I received a mef-
fage from her; I vifited her immedjately,
and though the had fcarce any pain, I
thought it right to examine the Os Uteri;
and being fatisfied that the Placenta was
not attached to it, I encouraged her to ex-
pect that the labor would end fafely with-
out any extraordinary means being ufed to
expedite the delivery. I was not able im-
mediately to pun¢ture the membranes, the
difcharge ftill continued, and the became -
confiderably faint. I endeavoured to ex-
cite pain by gently flimulating the Os
Uteri; and at length it was open enough,
and fufficiently low to allow my pafling a

' long
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long probe into it, by which means a great
quantity of water made its efcape, and the
Hzmorrhage totally ceafed. Pains fuffi-
cient to be of much ufe did not come on
of feveral hours, but the difc}xa;gé . not
-returning, I was little anxious on this
account. ‘True labor, howevcr,,',ai;,. léqgﬁh
began, and a very healthy living child
was expelled by the natural pains,,jand the
lady.had,a good. getting up. o

CASE LXXI

- JULY 20, 1783, Mrs. F-—-—- 'I;h;s
perfon had been my patient in thrce.;fpr-
mer labors, and had had natural times.
Eight days before this date, fhe '{vas.fud-
denly feized with a copious  difcharge
from the Uterus, while fhe was turning
_herfelf in bed. She immediately fent for
:me, but though it had been very cenfi- /
. derable, it was much abated when:I came
“to her. - I examined the Uterus, found; it

« - very little open, but thought the Placenta

was not ;at. the. mouth of it. She had no
Cca2 pain,
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pain, and though the flooding did not re-
turn, I.ftaid with her feveral hours. Hav-
ing kept her remarkably ftill, and princi-
pally in bed, the had no return of the dif-
charge till four days after, when it came
on again, but it was not fo profufe as be-
fore, and went off fooner. Early in the
morning of the day .on which this is
dated the had fome fymptoms of labor,
and it was foon followed by a frefh dif-
charge: I was fent for immediately, and
found her extremely faint: the Uterus was
now beginning to open, and I was now
fully fatisfied that the Placenta was no# in
‘the way; however, the difcharge was ftilla
-formidable one, and though I fucceeded
in rupturing the membranes, yet it abated
" much lefs than I had ufually obferved after
the efeape of the water, infornuch that I
almoft feared I muft have had recourfe to
artificial delivery; and I am perfuaded I
thould have done fo had I net, in fo many
former cafes, experienced nature’s extra-
ordinary ability to relieve herfelf under
the
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the moft unpromifing circumftances when
the Placenta is not at the Os Uteri; I
therefore ftill ventured to wait, and the
event juftified it, as fhe was at length
fafely delivered of a large living child,
and though fhe was much reduced, and
exceedingly weak for fome weeks after, the
totally recovered her health and ftrength.

7

C A S E LXXIL
AUGUST 11, 1783, Broadburf.

- I was fent for to this woman about noon-
- time this day, on account of a flooding
“ which the had had feveral hours. I found
- her in labor of her fourth child, and un-

der the care of a midwife. Upon examining
- the parts I .was fatisfied that the Placenta
~was not in the way, and I was able im<
- mediately to pierce the membranes; the
. difcharge abated inftantly, and fome pain

- {ucceeded, which I expected would very

foon have puthed the child down, but it .
. was, immore than four hours before it was
expelled, which, however, was then ef-

feCted
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fe@ted by the natural pains, affifted only
by the midwife, who attended at firft, as
I was called away about two hours before
to another patient.

C A S E LXXIL.
NOVEMBER 7, 1783, Mrs. F. .

This woman was a healthy, ftrong wo-
man; fhe was in lapor of her fecond child,
and was remarkably well formed to bear
children; the was at her full time, and
her labor had commenced, ‘when there
came on a very confiderable Hzmorrhage.
Upon examining I was convinced that the
Placenta was zof fixed to the Os-Uteri,
‘which was already confiderably open, and,
I dare fay, would have admitted the hand
. for artificial delivery with the utmoft eafe;
this, however, not being neceflary, I only
ruptured the membranes, and left:the ex-
pulfion of the child to natare, and it.took
place in about an hour, a remarkably fine
- child being born without any further cir-
cumftances of alarm to the mother.

CASE
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C A S E LXXIV.

NOVEMBER 19, 1783, Mrs. .
This lady was with child of her eleventh
child. She was naturally a healthy wo- -
man, but had borne {fo many children in
fo thort a time, that her conftitution was
rather impaired by it. She was at this
time at her full account, and had been fo
much indifpofed for a week paft that her
nurfe had been conftantly with her, and I
had paid her feveral vifits: early this morn-
ing, after having had a very uneafy night,
there came a cii[charge of blood, which,
however, abating in a little while, the
nurfe did not think proper'to fend for me;
it returned feveral times, but through the
" inattention of- the nurfe, who confidered
the circumftance of no confequence, I
did not fee her until eleven o’clock. The
difcharge was now very confiderable, and
I was much hurt that {o much blood had
been loft before I was informed of her
fituation. Upon examination, very for-
tunately it was found that the Pla-
centa was nof in the way, and as I wag

v able
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able to pierce the meinbranes with a
probe, I-did not doubt but the labor
would end foon and fafely, as all her for-
mer labors had been very happy ones, the
child being ufually expelled in a few
pains after the efcape of the waters. The
rupture of the membranes had the good
effe¢t I expetted, and the was foon, and

remarkably eafily delivered by the natural
pains. Rather more-difcharge thap was

common with her followed the Placenta,
but nothing happened afterwards to re-
~tard her recovery. :

C A S E LXXV.

- DECEMBER 14, 1783. Mrs. D
This woman had borne feveral chlldten,
was {mall and delicate, had a very pale,
fickly countenance, was much emaciated,
and had been fubjet to a variety of
complaints, which had weakened her ex-
tremely. When fhe was about three
months gone with child, there came on a
very confiderable difcharge, and there was
every reafon to believe the would have
mifcarried at this time, but unfortunately,

though
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though the Hemorrhage continued many
days, fhe ftill went on: it returned at dif-
ferent times from the firft attack to the
middle of the feventh month, and then
very fuddenly became very profufe; and’
even at that time I was not fent for until
more than two hours after it began.

I NEVER found a poor creature in a more
deplorablc ftate ;—reduced fo very much
by the many former loffes, I was afto-
nithed to find her alive after the very
great difcharge which had now happened. -
Upon examining the Uterus I felt the
Placenta prefenting; but the Os Tince
was f{o little open, and the Uterus itfelf
fo {mall, that I very much feared I fhould
have been unable to have introduced the
hand: the urgency of the cafe, however,
juftified an extraordinary exertion, and
made it neceflary to lofe no time in mak-
ing the attempt to deliver; accordingly I
immediately introduced two or three finw
gers, and by degrees got the hand almoft
compleatly admitted; but though from
the faint ftate in which the patient was,
Dd " the
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the parts were very loofe, yet the want of
capacity of the Uterus very much im-
peded the neéeffary motion of the hand
when introduced, and rendered it very
difficult to get at the fest of the child,
which were at the Fundus Uteri; the ap-
prehenfion which I was likewife under of
the woman’s expiring before I had finithed
the operation, very much added to my em-
barraffment, and made me fuffer an-an-
© xiety much greater and more painful than
I had ever before experienced on a fimilar
occafion; however, from a cautious pers
feverance, I did at lat pafs the hand far
enough to find the feet, and was able to
bring them down into the Vagina. When
I had gained this very important point I
ftopped, in order to give the patient a
little refpite, but in lefs than a quarter of
an hour I was able to extra& the child
compleatly; I had no trouble in bring-
ing away the Placenta, which. appeared
temarkably - difcoloured on that furface
which unites with the Uterus, from the
feparation which muft fo leng have taken
'Pl,acef" ST S S

N THOUGH
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- THouH but little Hemorshage fol-
lowed the delivery, yet fo much blood
had already been loft, that.I ifeared fhe
would ' have furvwcd but a fhort - time;
the, however, to my furprife, recovered
from her famtnefs, and was. able to take
fomething cordial, and was fo much better
the next day, as.to be ‘out of immediate
danger ; and though for many., weeks the
feemed a living corpfe, and for. feveral
months was unable to walk, yet the ‘is .
now, which is-about nine fnonths fince
fhe was delivered, in tolerable hczlth

PRSI .. N

.., € A s E LXXVI

JANUARY 19, 1784, Ms. H-_.
was a-delicate woman, whofe conititution
hid fuffered much by:ihaving borne many
children in a-few years, She was at this
time in' the: éighth month of pregnancy,
and a‘confiderable’ difcharge from the Utes
rus fuddenly -eame con. I was immedi-
ately fent for, but ‘being at fome diftance
fro:n home, it was morc than an hour be-
, fore T was with her, .

Y f

:,.,7‘ Ddz | ' Uéo»i
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- Upron examination I found the Placenta
was nof prefenting, and though the Os
Uteri was but little open, I was foon able -
to pierce the membranes, upon which the
water immediately efcaped, and the dif~
charge abated; the Uterus dilating, I foon
found the feet of a fmall child prefenting,
which I drew forth, after which there was
no material return of the difcharge, and
my patient did well. ’

C A S E LXXVIL

FEBRUARY 3, 1784. I was called
carly this morning to the wife of
Armes, a poor woman, who was under
the care of a midwife. I found fhe was -
in the eighth month of pregnancy, and
that the had been flooding feveral hours;
fhe had very little pain, and upon examin-
ing the parts I found the Uterus but little
dilated, but fufficiently fo to fatisfy me
that the Placenta was 5oz in the way. I
directed her to be kept fill and cool, and
gave the midwife reafon to expec that the
would be delivered by the natyral paips.
About elght o’clock in the evening I was
‘ fent
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fent for again, the difcharge having been
Jvery confiderable within the laft hour. I
now found the Os Tincz more open, and
was able ta break the membranes, but the
Hzmorrhage ftill continued more than I

" exped@ted it would have done after the
efcape of the water; however, as there
appeared to be fome difpofition in the
Uterus to dilate, and as fhe now had flight
pains, I ventured ftill to truft to them,
and fertunately they increafed fo much’
within the following hour as to expel the
Feetus with fafety to the patient,

'C A S E LXXVIIL

., FEBRUARY 35, 1784. I was this
evening fent for to Kirby, a village three
miles from this city, to attend the wife of
Clifton, a poor woman, under the
. care of amidwife. This patient was in bad
health, had.had one child before, which
was prematurely born, her labor being at-
tended with very alarming convulfions: at
this time fhe was in the fifth month of
pregnancyy
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” prégnﬁncy, and was feized with' pain, ac.
¢ompanied with a confiderable ‘Hzmor-
thaga. Upon examination I could eafily
diftinguith the Placenta at the mouth of
the womb, ‘and after feveral attempts I
pafied one finger through the fubftance of
it, beyond which I felt an arm of the
Fetus prefenting. The Uterus was fo
fmall that, notwithftanding the flooding
and the. preternatural. poﬁure of. the. child
- both required it, yet I found it abfolutely -
impracticable to turn the Fcetus, as I
could introduce but two fingers, and with
them could take but very imperfe& hold
even of the arm, and therefore was ob-
liged to.relinquith it, and truft to adture’s
ability to expel the whole. By the efcape
of water, -produced by my pafling the
finger through the Placenta, the difcharge
was much leflened, though not abfolutely
" ftopped; but as the woman had no pain,
{ was not without anxjety for the event:
fortunately there was no great return of
difcharge until about four: hours after,
o _ and



" UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. o7

and this being produced by true labor
pains, they proved fufficient in a fhort
time to expel the child, which being
fmall, came with the arm and head- pre-
fenting. The difcharge immediately ftop-
ped, and though the patient remained very
weak for. fome time after, yet fhe is now
in as good health as ufual.

C A.S E LXXIX.

APRIL 21, 1784. Being this day in
the country, about four miles from Nor-
wich, on other bufinefs, I was requéﬁcd
to look at a cottager’s wife who was in
labor, and attended by a neighbouring
midwife. I found fhe had been flooding
more or lefs for feveral hours; but upon
examining, the Uterus was much dilated,
the Placenta was #0z in the way, and the
woman had pretty good pains, but the
difcharge was ftill {o much as to alarm
her attendants. I immediately, and with-
out the leaft difficulty, ruptured the mem-
branes;—a large quantity of water came

: | away
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away; the flooding ftopped, ftrong pains
foon fucceeded, and as the woman was
well formed, and had had many children
before, the was fafely releafed in little
more than a quarter of an hour.

C A § E LXXX.

MAY 27, 1784, —— Middleton. 'This
patient was in the eighth month of preg-
nancy; fhe had flooded about two hours,
~in the forenoon of this day, before I
faw _her. Upon examination, though
the Vagina was full of coagulated blood,
I was fully fatisfied that the Placenta
was not at the Os Uteri, and that the
membranes . were ruptured; and there-
fore, notwithftanding the Ha=morrhage
continued, and the woman had no pain,
I thought it right to wait, and en-
couraged the midwife who attended her
to expe& that the natural pains would be
fufficient to expel the child; fhe had,
however, but\ little pain for many hours,

and the difcharge, though more moderate,
. il
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ftill continued. In the evening there came.
on ftronger pains, and fhe was then de-
livered, with  peculiar eafe, of a dead.

child.

C A S E LXXXI

b JULY 6, 1784, I was fent for in the
night time to affift a furgeon in a cafe of
Hazmorrhage, but being at fome diftance
from home, it was more than two hours
before I arrived at the patient’s; and I
then found that the cafe had ended un-
happily, the woman, though delivered,
being dead.

"THE patient was a poor woman, and
fiad been a long while under the care of a
midwife before the furgeon was fent for;
the was feized with a flooding. feveral
weeks before, which had returned at dif-"
ferent times, at each of which much
bBlood had been loft: in the evening pre-
ceding the above date, fome fymptoms of

labor came on, attended with a freth at~
Ee tack
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tack of the Hmmorrhage, which, as the
paihs increafed, became fo confiderable,
that when the furgeon was fent for, an
exceflive quantity of blood had been loft,
and fhe was reduced to the laft extremity.

On examination, he found the Os Uteri
perfectly loofe, and the Placenta evidently
prefenting; he judged it, therefore, right
to give her the chance of an immediate
delivery; but though the turning was ef-

fefted without the leaft difficulty, the did
not furvive it more than half an hour.

C A S E LXXXIL

- JULY 11, 1784. Hakeney. This
poor woman was about eight months gone;
with child, was forty-two years of age,
of a very weak conftitution, and had been
ill of a malignant fever more than a week.

A rew hours before I faw her there
came on pains refembling labor pains,
which werg accompanied with a difcharge

* of

-

!
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of blood, and as it increafed as the pains be-
came ftronger, the midwife, under whofe
care the was, fent for me: I found her very
ill, with a {fmall but very quick pulfe; fhe
appeared drowfy, and took very little no-
tice of what pafled in the room, and this,
though fthe had been faint from the lofs of
- ‘blood, appeared to be principally owing
to the ftupor which was chara&eriftic cf
her fever. *

ON examination I found the Placentaat
the mouth of the Uterus, which was fo
loofe and dilatable as to induce me to
attcmpi the delivery immedjately, and
which, after I had épprizéd,the,, byftanders
that the danger from the flooding was
" much aggravated by the fever the woman
laboured under, and that the event weuld,
therefore, be more than ufually uncertain,
I accomplifhed with as much eafe as in
any of the preceding cafes: the Placenfa
came away very eafily, and the Hzmor-
rhage was vety inconfiderable after delis

. Eea very,
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-very, and:I believe the whole lofs fuf-
‘tainedwas "not fufficient to have injured
"the “patient materially had fhe been in
‘health ; “the fymptoms of the fever, how-
ever, evidently became worfe aftcrwards,
and though fhe took nutriment in a“tole-
‘rable quantity for feveral days, the yet fell
a vi&tim to the difeafe beforc the end of
-the -week, -

R EM A R K
i It muft; T doubt not, appear very evi-
‘dent, from the above recited eafe, that the
fatal-termination of ‘it was chiefly owing
to the ftate the patient was in‘being fo pe-
cuharly unfavourable to parturition. '

THE fever was certainly the caufe of the .
premature labor, as the attachment of the
Placenta to the Os Uteri was'the imme-
diate and principal caufe of the Hemor-
rhage; but as the former, from its malig-
nant nature, might induce fome feparation
of the Placenta, it is probahle that in this,

' as

\
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.38 well as in fome former cafes, one of the
.caufes which I have confidered as acciden-
tally prodﬁcin g a flooding, and that which
-renders an Hemorrhage unavoidable, un-
fortunately fubfifted at the fame time.

Tt may not be improper to obferve, that
the effort’ which nature: made, by the
coming on of labor, to remove the child
at 4 time when the woman was attacked
with. danger, .is a ftriking inftance of
what, I'believe, always takes place when
‘any dangerous circumftance occurs during
pregnancy, and is; among many others,
a proof of the wife care:uniformly ob-
ferved in the operations of .nature, to pre-
~ ferve the fpecies, and particularly in that
in which the continuarce of itis fo im-
mediately her object,

“C A S E LXXXIII,
~ SEPTEMBER 7, 1784, —— Cagver,
a poor woman in the workhoufe, was at
her fqll time of her ninth child, and her
labor
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labor came on in the forenoon of this day,
attended with a difcharge of blood from
the womb ; about one o’clock, whilft the
the midwife was with her, her pain be-
came fuddenly much ftronger, 'and a very
confiderable quantity of blood came away;
the became faint upon this lofs, and the
pains abated, the difcharge;: however, ftill
continuing, though in a fmall degree.. ‘

~ In the evening I was requefted to fee
her, and though there had been but fmall
pains for many hours, and no return of
Hzmorrhage equal to what happened at
noon time, yet the was ill very languid.
On examination I found the Uterus con-
fiderably dilated, and the Placenta fil-
ling up the mouth of it; I made, no hefi-
tation, therefore, to.pafs the hand, and
as the woman. was very well formed, I
extratted a large living child, with very
litde difficulty, and no injury to the
mother,

" CASE
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¢ A S E LXXXIV.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1784, Brookes.
This poor woman was in labor of her fifth
child, and a very confiderable difcharge
from the Uterus came on fuddenly; the
woman under whofe care fhe was exa-
mined her, and felt the membranes pro-
truding through the Os Internum; the
“ventured to break thgm, upon which a
large quantity of water came away, and
the, flooding abated; but after waiting
. more than an hour, as no pains came on,
and fhe was unable to diftinguith what
part of the child prefented, fhe appre-
hended the difcharge might return, and
fent for my affiftance.

o

Tuere was but little difcharge when T
faw the patient; but by the faint ftate the -
was in, and the cloths which were thewn
me, it was evident a large quantity muft
have been loft: On examination I found’
the Uterus dilated and quite loofe, and

one
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one foot of the child prefenting, by
which I drew it forth with very little
trouble, and the mother and child both-

did well.

C A S E LXXXV.

SEPTEMBER 16, r784, Mrs. P .
This woman’s conftitution was naturally
a weak one, and fhe had fuffered a very
great lofs of ftrength by a long continued

" ! fever of the putrid kind about a year be-

fore; the was at this time in the begin-
ning of the laft month of her third perg-
nancy, had been very unhealthy during
the whole of it, and had been particu-
larly indifpofed about a fortnight before,
from which time fhe ceafed to perceive
any motion in the child.

In the forenoon of the day of the above

~ date, fhe was fuddenly feized with a con-

fiderable difcharge of blood from the Ute-

' rus, and though fhe had no pains refem-

bling labor, fhe yet felt a peculiar fenfe of
bcaring
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bearing down. ‘The difcharge continued
during the day, many cloths were wetted
with it, and feveral dark-coloured coagula

came away.

‘Having been engaged to attend her, I
was fent for about ten o’clock in the even-.
ing; the difcharge was then inconfiderable,.
but the complained of the fame fenfe of
beating down.~ Upon examining I found:
the Os Uteri remarkably high up, and fo
little open that it was with the utmoft dif- -
ficulty'T tould introduce the end of a finger,
with which'l thought I felt the membranes,
but it was too indiftin&ly either.to.make-

Ae decidedly certain that the Placenta was
ot Prefentmg, or to enable me ito rupture
them; however,’ as upon further enquxry
I found that the flooding was not accom-
panied with pain, and that when there
came 'on’ any pain the difcharge was_not
intreafed by it, L.ventured to leave her,
défiring to be fent:for immediately upon
an -increafe’ of ~the. .Hemorrhage: I was
not’ fent. for until the:next morning, not-
withftanding there :had. been feveral re-
turns of the ﬂoadmg -in the courfe of the

S F f night,
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night, and a confiderable quantity of
blood had been loft. The Uterus was
ftill high up; but upon pafling the whole
hand into the Vagina, I could now get
the finger farther admitted into the Ute-
rus, and was now fully fatisfied that the
Placenta was not in the way; I immedi-
. ately introduced a probe along the infide
of my hand, and guided by my finger I
paffed it into the Os Uteri, and it was
juft long enough to pierce the membranes;
a large quantity of feetid water came away,
and the flooding abated. As no pain
came on, the difcharge did not return,
and the Uterus was fo little open, I again
left her, but in about a quarter of an
hour-after there came on fome fmart pains,”
which expelled a dead child and the Pla-
centa before I could get to her again,

No material difcharge attended the birth,
nor was there more than ufual afterwards,
and fhe recovered much fooner than could
have been expetted, confidering the lofs
the had fuftained, and that her health was
fuch as to render her a very unfavourable
fubje& for a Hemorrhage.

CON-
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CONCLUSION.

F the foregoing .cafes of flooding,

thirty-four were produced by a fepa-
ration of the Placenta, occafioned by its
being fituated on the Os Uteri, and which
was, therefore, in every one of them,
anavoidable; atd fifty-one were owing to a
feparation of it, arifing from fome acci=
dental caufe. -

Or the latter number it appears, that
though many were very alarming cafes,
as the patients loft large quantities of
blood, and were extremely faint, not one
proved fatal, not one but terminated fafely,
by waiting for the efforts of mature to ex«
_pel the contents of the womb®; whilftin

¢ In-two or three cafes included in the latter number,
2s well as in that of No. 44. which has already been
remarked, it happened, indeed,’ that the childres came
into the world footling, and confequently that more ma-~
) Ffa2 aual
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all the former number, (except two which
occurred before the fixth month of preg-
nancy) that no means whatever which
nature’ could ufe, were able to fupprefs
the difcharge, and that notwithftanding
the complaint began in moft of them in
a manner but little alarming, yet nothing
but the removal of the Feetus by art
could fave the patients’ lives: in twenty-
five out of the number, its being timely
done, it had manifeftly that happy effect;

and in the others, where the turning
~ was unfuccefsfully ufed, it feemed to be
clearly owing to its having been too lo’ng“
delayed; for in.the cafes of King and
Bond, where it was moft evidently fo, the
flooding began by no means in a threaten-
ing manner, nor did either of ;thoﬁ? wo-

nual affiftance was ufed than in natural prefentations,
but as this circumftance was totally accidental, and  in-
dependent of the flooding, as even in them, too, the
“dilatation of the womb was effeCted folely by nature;
and as it is likewife very probable, that if no affiftance
had"been given (thc children being fmall} that nature
~would: at length have expelled them, I'have confidered:

the fa& termmatxon of the labors as eﬂ'e&ed By nature; !

w7 e men

.
) ot



-CONCLUSION. 221

men appear at firft in fo much danger as
many of the fifty-one other patients did, in
whom the Hemorrhage was produced by
the accidental feparation of the Placenta.

From the ample teftimony of thefe
cafes, it is evident, then, how very fre-
quently the Placenta is fixed to the Os
Uteri; and that notwithftanding fo little
notice has been taken of it, by thofe who
have written on the fubje of Uterine
Hzmorrhages, how neceflary it is, in
every cafe, to make an enquiry for it:
but the inferences which arife from them
are fo obvious, and the method of prac-
tice which they point out has been before
fo fully confidered, that it.need not now.
be repeated; efpecially as the happy events
of the cafes which were treated agreeable
to the method recommended in the Effay,
of themfelves fo fully fpeak its fuperio-
rity over that which governed the ma-
nagement of the firft related cafes.

. ,BEFORE I entirely quit the fubje&, it
" mpy not, perhaps, be totally foreign to it
vigini to
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. to confider  what would probably have
been my method of treating " the cafes
which fucceeded thofe of King and Bond,
if I had not then eftablifhed fome crite-
rion by which I could judge determinately
of the propriety of trufting to nature, or
of applying to art.

IT is very natural to believe, that when
my mind had been a good deal affected by
the difagrecable events of thofe two cafes,
that I fhould not have hefitated to have
had immediate recourfe to delivery by art,
in every following cafe in which I found
the difcharge at all confiderable; from a
conclufion, (which under fuch circum-
ftances, would not have been an unreafon-
' able one,) that as there feemed to be fome
latent undifcoverable caufe, which fome-
times unexpectedly produced the moft fa-
tal mifchief, when at the beginning of
the complaint there was no appearance of
danger, ‘it was juftifiable to run the rifque
of unneceffarily turning the child, in fome
cafes, rather than be liable to omit doing
it in a fingle inftance where it might be

abfolutely
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abfolutely neceffary for the woman’s fafety:
and, indeed, could it be admitted that the
indifcriminate ufe of this operation was
attended with no danger, this would cer-
tainly be the only fecure method of treat-
ing floodings, were it not in our power to.
difcover thofe particular cafes in which
the Placenta was fituated on the mgquth of :
the womb.

For thefe reafons, therefore, I doubt °
not but this would have been the method
of praétice which I fhou_ld have adopted;
and it is upon the fame principles, I am
perfuaded, that the invariable ufe of turn-
ing has been recommended by fome au-
thors, and put in pradtice by fome fur+
geons.

THE obje&ions to fuch a method of
treatment, are, however, felf-evident, as
it muft be particularly inconvenient and
irkfome to the furgeon, alwéys painful,
and fometimes dangerous to the patient.

THIs



224 CONCLUSION.

Turs confideration, then, ftill furthe;
illuftrates the advantage of knowing the
true caufes -from whence thefe Hzmor- .
rhages proceed ; and if, therefore, by what
has been faid, I have in the leaft degree
added to the knowledge of them, and fhall
be, on that account, but in a fingle in-
ftance the means of faving the life of a
fellow-creature, the little trouble I have
had in throwing my thoughts together
upon the {ubje&, will not ‘be loft labor,
nor thefe pages, “few as thcy are, ‘be writ-
ten in vain, + o - v '

- "

oot

THE END.
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Page: 23, Line 3, for opens, tead dpen.
48, 8, after of, dele the.
. 51, .12, for fucceded, read furceeded. -
- 56, 10, after far, infert as.
i 93 - w2, for them, vead it, . . - .
83, 18, for aachile, \'eada aubile.
99, ' 19, for beofre, fead before. 1
225, 14, for increafing, read admmmg.
139, , . 2, forits, readat. !
13y, 22, for part, read parts.
199, 12, after came, infert on.

216, 11, for pergnancy, read przguanéy,





