GENTLEMEN,

SHOULD the annexed obfervations on a branch of Mid-

wifery merit a place in the Medical and Phyfical Journal, they

are at liberty for infertion in your next Number. I am,
GENTLEMEN,

Blackburn, Lancafbire, Your humble fervant,
Ncw. 20, 1800, JAMES BARLOW.

On the Advantazes and Disadvantages of inducing premature
Latour, with a View of superseding Embryulcia, the Section -
of the Symphysis Pubis, and the Cesarean Operation.

Nec Deus interfit nii dignus vindice nodus. - HORACE.

THE praltice of exciting premature labour, in cafes where
the pelvis is fo much diftorted as to render embryulcia necefiary,
has been recommended by various authors, though the exact
limits prefcribed for its neceflity have not hitherto been pointed
out with that degrec of precifion which the importance of the
operation demands; how far I have been able to illuftrate the
fubject I cannot pretend to fay: if, however, I am fo fortunate
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as to caft a fingle ray of light thereon, I fhall not confider my
time mifpent.

To enter into a detail of all the various modes of delivery
in cafes of deformity of the pelvis, would far exceed the limits
prefcribed to the prefent undertaking; I will therefore only
make a few animadverfions on the fubje& in queftion, and
wave entering into a laboured hiftory of the operation, nor
trouble my readers with alcertaining the exact epoch which

ave rife thereto. The various gradations of deformity inci-

ent to the female pelvis, are frequently fuch as involve the
accoucheur in fome degrce of perplexity refpecting the beft
mode of delivery to be adopted for the fafety of both mother and
child, and various are the refources which obftetric knowledge
indicates for that purpofe. The cruelty infli¢ted upon the foe-
tus by the ufe of the crochet, and the danger attendant upon
the mother, are reafons of fufficient weight for the humane ac-
coucheur to cxercife his utmoft fkill in endeavouring to point
out a more eligible expedient, in cafes of diftorted pe%vis, than
that of the deftrution of the feetus; the deformity of the pel-
vis' then, to a certain degree, is what has been confidered by
authors as an indication for bringing on premature labour, with
a view of faving the life of the c%ild, and leflening the rifque of
that of the mother. ik

On a fuperficial view of the fubjedt, it would appear to be
pregnant with but few difficulties ; but, on a more minute en-
quiry into the attendant circumfitances, we fhall be compclled
to acknowledge that many obftacles prefent themfclves, fome
of which appear of confiderable cogency ; whether the removal
of thefe lye within the fphere of obftctric art, or,. otherwife,
wait the interference of the legiflature, time alone can only dc-
termine; it is neverthelefs incumbent on every accoucheur (be-
fore he attempts the operation) to eftablifh in his own mind
the morality of the piactice, and exert his utmoft {kill, by every
poffible means, to extricate the environed feetus from impend-
ing deftru&tion.

This opcration, however, can feldom be put in pratice be-
fore it has been proved, by the event of a former labour, that
the pelvis was fo much diftorted that the life of the child muft
have been inevitably deftroyed before delivery could be accom-
plithed; and as the human pelvis is liable by difeafe to be-
come contracted into various fhapes and degrees of diftortion,
from that of a well-formed pelvis to one fo much contratted
in its different apertures, that delivery per vias natarales be-
comes in fome inftances utterly impracticable. In thefe differ-
ent fhades of diftortion, art has fugnifhed us with means of ac-
complithing delivery in various ways, according to the exi-



42 Myr. Barlow, on premature Delivery,

ency of each individual deviation from the natural ftandard;
Eut as authors, even in the prefent improved ftate of the art,
differ in opinion on thefe important points of pralice, it is to
be hoped that every laudable endeavour to facilitate the diffi-
cultics attendant on parturition, will promote a free enquiry
on the fubje&, and ultimately have a tendency to the general
good of fociety. To become acquainted with the fundamental
principles of midwifery, and to afcertain the exat dimenfions
of the pelvis, is a matter of the greateft moment to the ac-
coucheur, before he determines on the operation ; as want of
this neceflary knowledze made by the touch, may involve the
praltitioner in irretrievable injury to the feetus. The diftor-
tions of the pelvis are generally induced by rachitis in the
infantile ftate, or by malacoftion and exoffsfis in the adult; it is
thefe different caufes and degrees of diftortion which the ac-
coucheur fhould keep in view when making the admeafure-
ment per vaginam. When paffing the finger up the vagina,
and any part of the os facrum, or lumbar vertebrz, be per-
ceived to project into the cavity of the pelvis, or if the rami
of the ifchia, or the fymphyfis of the os pubis, appreach un-
ufually near each other, we may conclude that fome degree
of original mal-conformation exifts in the bones which com-
pofe that aperture; yet it not unfrequently happens that the
fuperior aperture is confiderably! contralted, and the inferior
cavity, or outlet, is even wider than natural: and to obtain &
fufficient idea of the ftate of the apertures of the pelvis, in
every dire@ion, I have frequently found it neceffary to have
recourfe to the paffing of the whole hand into the cavity of the
pelvis; the threc firft fingers of which are: to be conduted ta
the brim, where the admeafurement may be generally afcer-
tained to the {pace of a few lines, by placing them in different
direftions in the fuperior ftreight, and if, when kept clofe toge-~
ther, the fide of the fore finger touch the os pubis, and the
third the projeCting angle of the facrum, we may conclude that
the {pace betwixt the two points is manifeftly no more than
two inches, an opening through which no living mature feetus
can poffibly be extralted alive; and when only two fingers can
be placed in the fame manner, and betwixt the two angles
above-mentioned, the accoucheur may reft fatisfied that, except
a greater fpace can be obtained on ecither of the fides where
the admeafurcment is made, that no other mode of delivery,
per vias naturales, can, with fafety to the mother, be adopted
than either the crotchet or Cefarean feltion. This method of
proceeding will generally furnith the accoucheur with an ac-
curate knowledge of the dinenfions of the pelvis, and direct
him to the moft eligible refources in cafes of extreme defor-
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mity. In every inftance where I have had occafion to terminate
the delivery with the crochet, it has been my conftant praétice.
to afcertain the exact dimenfions in every pollible direétion, that
I might bc armed with every requilite auxiliary in each fuc-
ceeding labour, ;

"T'o thofe whofe opportunitigs of praltice have not furnithed
them with a f{ulficient fhare of difcrimination by the touch
per vaginam, to be enabled to afccrtain to a tolerable degree
of exactity the various fhades of diftortion which the female
pelvis is hiabie to, | would recommend the ufe of the calipers,
as an inftrument more eafily applicd, and pofiefling fuperior
advantages of accuracy over any other, Sce plate the 6th of
Heath’s Baudelocque and for an account of their mode of ap-
plication and utility, I will tranfcribe the 130th page from
Yol. . of that author.

« To determine how much the fuperior ftrait is defeCive in
the aforefaid diameters, and mealure it by means of thefe com-
pafies, we take the thicknefs of the woman, from the middle
of the mons veneris to the centre of the depreflion of the bafe
of the facrum pofteriorly, by applying one of the points of the
inftrument before, againft the {ymphyfis of the pubis; and ths
other behind, a little under the {pine of the laft lumbar verte-
bra; and dedu& three inches from that thicknefs in women
that are thin, for the bafe of the facrum, and the anterior
extremities of the offa pubis; the thicknefs of thefe latter
being at moft but fix lines, and that of the bgfe of the facrum
two inches and a half; and fo conftantly fo, that I have not
found a difference of a line in about five and thirty pelves,
diftorted and contralted in all- manner of ways, and in all
pofiible degrees, '

“’[his fubtraction of three inches from the external thicknefs
of the pelvis, in the faid diretions, is alio fufficient when the
luftinefs is moderate ; and we may add one or two lines more,
when it is exceflive, becaufe the fat which forms the mons
veneris, eafily fhrinks under the lenticular extremity of the
leg of the compafles. The refult of this procedure is fo exact,
that the pelvis mcafured with the common compafles after
opening the body, was not above a line over or under my
eftimation in any one of my experiments. A greater precilion
if we could obtain it, would be ufelefs, fince the choice of the
moft proper methods for terminating the delivery ina given
cafe, cannot depend ona line more or lefs in the diameter of
the pelvis. According to thefc data, the knowledge of this
diameter is eanly obtained. It is four inches when the exter-
nal thicknefs of the pelvis mcalures feven; it is but three
when the latter only meafures fix ; and but two when it does
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not exceed five, &c. I fuppofe the woman to be thin, as moft
of thofe are who have been rickety.”

In confidering the mechanical defcent of the feetal cranium
through the pelvis, it will appear manifeftly neceflary that the
dimenfions of the one fhould becar fome mathematical propor
tion to the other; to obviate certain difficulties, Nature has
wifcly ordained a peculiarity of ftructure to the feetal cranium,
the mechanifm of which is fo formed, that the head of the
feetus is lefs compaét than that of the adult, and the bones
more loofe and numerous, confequently are better adapted for
paffing through the pelvis, than if they had been firmly joined
together.

g'1"h<: growth of the foetus alfo varies very much during the
different ftages of geftation; the embryo increafes more ra-
pidly in fize during the firft weeks after conception, (than
after it takes on the foetal ftate, till the end of nine months,)
though this increafe has various ftages of irrcgularity, till the
full period of utero geftation. The walls of the pelvis are fo
firmly conneted together, and the change which the feetal
head is conftantly undergoing as geftation advances, will ever
remain an obftacle to this {pecies of delivery, owing to the
uncertain magnitude and degree of refiftance oppofed to the
pelvis during its paffage through that tube. Without multi-
plying the various pofitions which the feetal head affumes dur-
ing the approach of labour, it may be neceflary to ftate, that
the general and moft natural prefentation, is the vertex with
the ears, nearly in a diagonal direction betwixt the pubis and
facrum ; the caufe of this part of the head defcending firft into
the pelvis, may be owing in fome mealure to the foramen
magnum being fituated ncarer the occiput than the face, con-
fequently is more mechanically inclined to become firft puthed
into the fuperior aperture of the pelvis ; fometimes, however,
the anterior fontenelle may at the commencement of labour
be perceived to prefent in the axis of the fuperior ftrait, but
this {mall deviation is generally retified by the repeated aGtion
of the uterus, which forces the vertex into the axis of the
pelvis, whilft the chin is bent down upon the breaft, and the
face turned into the hollow of the facrum. If this procefs was
not to take place, and the fontenclle was forced out of its
proper dire&ion, the labour would prove tedious, and proba-
by might fometimes terminate in a face prefentation. The
forceps and lever are inftruments well calculated for extralting
the feetus within certain bounds of difficulty, and claim a
preference over every other invention, when ufed with a view
of preferving the lives of both mother and foetus; and when
the fmall diameter of the fuperior ftrait of the pelvis offers a
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fpace for the entrance of thc head of the feetus, equal to three
inches in diameter, we may not altogether rejeét every hope
of extralting a living mature foetus through an aperture of
the above fpecified dimenfions, with either of thefc inftru-
ments ; or if the child’s head is finall, and not too firmly offi-
fied to elangate, and allow the bones to overlap by preflure,
and the forcible ation of the uterus, we may fometimes under
thefe circumftances meet with a favourable termination, when
the diameter of the pelvis is rather under three inches. On
the contrary, when the mother’s pelvis is afcertained to mea- °
fure no more from pubis to facrum, or in any other of the
apertures, than two inches, or two inches and a half, I am
perfuaded that no mature feetus can poflibly be brought through
a fpace of thefe dimenfions, without deftruction to the child;
it is then in this intermediate degree of diftortion, betwixt the
poflibility of delivery, (without injury to the mother or fie-
tus,) with the forceps or lever, and that fhade of deformity
which requircs the application of the crotchet, where prema-
ture delivery feems moft likcly to become admiffible. A quef-
tion then will naturally prefent itfclf to every accoucheur who
deliberates on the fubject, namely, to what degree of com-
preflibility is the mature foetal cranium capable of undergoing,
without deftruction to the child during its paffaze through the
pelvis, and what analogy does it bear in computation with one
of feven or eight months? The folidity of the feetal head,
and the re-action of the bones of the pelvis upon that body,
are fo variable in different children, that no exact criterion
can be formed before birth ; however, I will venture to rifk an
opinion, that the diameter of the fcetal head, under certain fitu-
ations, will bear a reduion in fize by preflure, from a quar-
ter to half an inchy without producing much injury to the
feetus ; but when the diameter of the head becomes much re-
duced beyond this, by either the forceps or lever, their appli-
cation becomes dangerous to the child, and of courfe inadmif-
fible on that fcore. I contider the foetus a mere patfive bod

during its paflage through the pelvis ; neverthelefs, I am well
awarc that examples are not wanting, where the fcetal head
has undergone a much greater reduction by compreflure with-
out proving fatal ; however, I would have it underitood, that
what I have advanced, is what more generally takes place, and
the deviations froin the above ruic are only exceptions there-
from. Some difference may refult from the reduction of the
volume of the cranium of a feetus of eight, and one of nine
months, as it will be generally allowed, that the bones which
compofe the cranium of the latter, will not admit of the fame
-degree of reduction when compared to the former, yet, perhaps,
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a lefs variation in the fize of the head will take place betwixe
the two, during their paflage through the pelvis, than what
at firft weuld appear probable, owing to the greater power
of altion of the uterus during labour upon the body of a fee-
tus of ninc months, than upon an immature one of feven or
eight; and "{fome difference of refult may alfo arife to the fee-
tus from the length of time which may clapfe durinz the
paflace of the head through the aperture of the pelvis. :

The next queftion which occurs is, in what degree of diftor«
tion of the pelvis it hecomes neccflary to have recourfe to this
operation ? This point will not be cafily afcertained, even if the
accoucheur was allowed to make an examination per vaginam j
and as this is a matter not altogether attainable during gefta-
tion, it becomes requifite to ftate the circumfcribed dunenfions
of the pelvis, whercin this operation is more likely to meet
with fuccels : I prefume then that 4 pelvis, the fmall diameter
of which mcafures from pubis to facrum about two inches
or two inches and a half, appears to favour the fuccefs of this
operation more than any other dimenfions ; for, on the onc hand,
it is fufficiently evident that a mature fcetus cannot be born
alive, when the dimenfions are under two inches and a half;
and on the other, when the fhort diameter does not exceed
two inches, the crotcbet bzcomes neceffary ; and fhould the fu<
perior aperture meafure only one inch and a quarter in the
wideft part of its fuperior conjugate diameter, the only re-
fource for the fafety of the mother and feetus is the Ceefarean
operation.

If it is proved that this operation cannot be performed with
any degree of certainty of fuccefs to the fietus, except where
there is a fpace to be gained in fome part of the fuperior aper-
ture, from two inches to two inches and a half, then it will
tollow that this mode of delivery muft be vegy much limited,
infomuch, that a confiderable degree of hazard will always at-
tend it, owing to the want of accuracy in difcriminating be-
twixt the relative fizc of the foetal head and the dimenfions
of the pelvis. Having now pointed out the diameter of half
an iiich, as the moft warrantable fpace alloted for the fuccefs
of this {pecies of operation, when performed at any time from
the latter end of the foventh to that of the eighth month of
utero geftation, before or after which periods, I think, no one
juftifizble who induces premature labour under thefe circum-
ftances; nor can I altogether give credit to thofe accounts,
from whatever fource they may have been gleaned, where it
is atlerted that premature delivery has been fuccefsfully adopted
when performed carly in the feventh month of pregnancy, and
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vhere the diameter of the pelvis meafured not more than two
inches in the wideft part.

When this operation is had recourfz to, and the dimenfions
of the pelvis are fuch as promife fuccefs, we ought to defer
the attempt as near to that period fixed by Nature for the full
evolutinn of the feetus as circumftances will admit, that there-
by the child may acquire every poflible advantage to enfure a
healthy ftate of exiftence after birth. The period of eight
months, or thereabouts, is the moft advantageous time for the -
performance of this operation, when we confider the precari-
ous ftate of a foetus at a much earlier period ; for I will venture
to predi&, that not one in twenty can furvive the birth fo com-
pletely as to be reared, where labour is excited earlier than the
feventh month of geftation: no doubt, a fzw exceptions may be
oppofed to this general conclufion; but if we confider the puny
ftate of thefe fhort-lived individuals, and the mifery which their
premature birth fubjets them to, we fhall have no caufe to
envy their fituation ; and few would prefer fuch an ephemerad.
ftate to a mere nonentity.

It is to be wifhed, that authors who have had recourfe to this
operation, had been more explicit in their accounts refpecting
the exall period of geftation, and the premature fate of chil-
dren, and how long they furvived that event; for it is not a
fufficient incitement to the operation, merely ta bring a being
into exiftence which muft inevitably perifh foon after birth,
And this immature mode of delivery would confequently be a
means of fubjeCing the mother oftener to a {tate of geftation
than if fhe was allowed to complete the period of nine months.
“T'o obtain premature delivery, the membrancs which envelope
the foetus are generally artificially ruptured prior to that event;
and the time which clapfes before the uterus refumes its expul-
five efforts, are very variable, infoinuch that in fome cafes even
feveral days have pafied before that organ has completed its
evolution. When the waters are thus evacuated, and the foetus
left in clofe contact with that vifcus during its repeated con-
trachions, I am difpofed to confider the life of the child, during
its exit through the pelvis, involved in fome danger, and that
proportionable to the degree of diftortion, and date of gefta-
tion. It is not fufficient that premature labour fhould be ine-
difcriminately produced at a given period of geftation, merely
with a view of fuperceding embryulcia, it is of more import-
ance to look forward to the prefervation of the child ; for every
attempt made as early as the fixth month of geftation, either
with the intent of avoiding embryulcia, or preferving the life
of the feetus, will anfwer no other purpofe than jugulare mor-
tuos; for, as I havc before oblerved, and what 1 wifh further
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to inculcate is, that every delivery excited by art, or otherwife
cafually taking place at an earlier period of pregnancy than the
feventh month, will generally prove deftructive to the faetus,
either during the time of dclivery, or very foon after that
cvent,

The fufficiency of augmentation of {pace gained by the fec-
tion of the fymphyfis pubis in extreme deformity of the pelvis,
and the manifeft danger attending that operation, are circum-
ftances fufficiently warrantable to preclude its ufe as a fubftitute
for any of the above-mentioned modes of delivery. The Si-

ultian operation frequently involves the foetus in imminent
Sanger when the diftortion is confiderable; and in fome inftan-
ces where the fetion has been made, the confolidation of the
facrum and ilia have been fo firmly united, that no adequate
fpace could be gained by a divifion of the fymphyfis pubis for
the extraction of the child, and delivery has afterwards been
obliged to be terminated by the crotchet or Cafarean opera-
tion; and it has becn doubted, and with fufficient reafon, whe-
ther the Sigaultian operation has ever been fuccefsful to either
mother or child, in cafes where the fuperior aperture, from pu-
bis to facrum, meafured lefs than two inches and a half; hence
will appear the infufficiency of this operation, and the neceflity
of its being banifhed in future from the pra&ice of midwifery.®

It is a matter of fome confequence for the accoucheur to dif~
criminate, in cafes of diftortion of the pelvis, between exofto-
fis and malacoftion, as in the latter the bones will fometimes
give way confiderably, cither by the introdution of the hand,
or the impulfe of extratting the chiid.

Two cafes of this fpecies of deformity have fallen under
my care; in one of which, the projection of the lumbar ver-
tebra and the connefting angle of the facrum were fo much
bent into the cavity of the pelvis, that on the introdu&ion of
the finger up the vagina, a protuberance prefented to the touch,
very much refembling -the head of the foetus, pretty far ad-
vanced into the pelvis ; on carrying the finger a little higher
up, paft the projection, I could afcertain the head of the
child; but on moving the finger round the projeéting part,

* Amongft the numerous cvils attending the Siganltian operation, the la-
ceration or feparaticn of the facro iliac fymphyfis is one of the moft danger-
ous, and to obviate which, and at the fame time allow a fufficient feparation
of the fymphyfis pubis, appears no eafy matter; yet, to accomplith which, I
have however thought, that if a vice could be fixed externally upon the hips
of the woman, with a fcrew fo managed, that du:i:g the operation and fub-
fequent treatment, no more fpace fhould be allo to take place than what
was fufficient for the extraétion of the fottus, by which means the injury m
queition would be in fome meafure obviated.
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the diftortion was fo great, that the whole circumference, in any
dirc&ion, did not exceed that of half-a-crown. This was on
the 2g°h of April, 1792, at which time I delivered her with
the crotchet, and the bones of the pelvis yielded confiderably to
the impulfe of the head of the foetus, which aéted like a wedge
during the efforts of extraction; yet, notwithftanding the
pliability of the bones of the pelvis, and the debilitated ftate
of her conftitution, fhe recovered fpeedily, and without inter-
ruption. On the 22d of February, 1794, I was in the neigh-
bourhood where this poor womnan refided, and hearing of her
being ftill alive, I was led bv curiofity to pay her a vifit, and
if poflible, to obtain permiffion to examine her per vaginam,
which was readily. granted. I found the rami of the offa ifchia at
their junction with the rami of the offa pubis overlapped each
other, leaving a fmal! opening under the fymphyfis pubis, fuf-
ficient to admit the finger to pafs into the vagina by that paf-
fage, and another aperture below, but rather larger, and pa-
rallel with the tuberofities of the offa ifchia. From what I have
been fince able to learn, fhe furvived this period near two
years, at which time the was become fo crooked, that her breaft
and knees were almoft in contaét with each other, and after
her death it was with difficulty fhe could be put into the cofiin.
This woman bore ninc children, and died in the 39th year of
her age.: 1 attended her in the preceding labour to that above-
mentioned, which cafe was lingering and tedious ; however,
I fucceeded by terminating the delivery with the lever, and
preferved the life of the child. ‘The other cafe of malacof-
teon occurred to me in this town, about three years ago; the
woman was in a dying ftate before I was confulted. On exa-
mination I found the pelvis very much diftoried, and fufpecting
the deformity to arife from a ftate of malacofteon, I was indu~
ced, from the circumftances of the preceding cafe, to attempt
delivery; and this more particularly, as the poor woman ex-
prefled an earnefl defire to be releafed from her prefent bur-
then, rather than die undelivered. On enquiry, I learned that
fthe had only juft comgleted the feventh month of geftation ;
this ftage of prematurity induced me to attempt to turn the
foetus, and dcliver by the feet, by which means I might give
the child a greater chance of life ; but with refpect to the mo-
ther, there was not the leaft profpect of her furviving delivery
long. The os uteri being dilated, I accordingly introduced my
hand, but the apertures of the pelvis were {o much diminifthed
in their dimenfions, that it was with confiderable didiculty;
however, I fuccecded, and delivered the woman of living
twins; fhe dicd in about twelve hours atter, and the children
did not furvive their births many days. Having obtained leave
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to infpet the body afterwards, I found the dimenfions and
ftruture of the pelvis as follow: The conjugate, or anteros
pofterior diameter, from the fymphyfis pubis to the projecting
angle of the facrum, meafured two inches and a half; and the
antero-pofterior dimenfions on each fide of the facro illiac fym-
phyfis, between thefe two points, were, in fome places, a few
lines more than two inches and a half; from which it is obvious,
that the form of the fuperior aperture of this pelvis had a
triangular appearance. The rami ifchii approached fo near
cach other, that the fpacc left betwixt them would fcarcely
admit one finger; and on the introdution of the hand, when
proceeding to turn the faetufes, thefe bones receded from each
other very confiderably ; and the fame effects were ebfervable
in the fuperior ftrait. The fpongy nature of the bones of this
pelvis were alfo manifefted, by having very little cretaceous
matter in their fubftance, and their texture was fo foft, that
thcy were cafily cut with a knife, Many advantages, I am
confident, may refult from an accurate knowledge of the dif-
eafes and ﬁruc_YQure of . the bones of the pelvis prior to delivery ;
it is, I am perfuaded, from a want of this information, that
the Cafarean operation has fo often proved fatal in this country,
for there is reafon to fuppofe, that moft of the women on whom
that operation has been perfermed in this kingdom,* have been
affli¢ted with malacofteon, and confequently in an irrecoverable
ftate, independent of any injury infliGed by the operation it-
felf; and perhaps, if the nature of the difeafe had been more
clearly underftood, delivery per vias naturales might, in fome
inftances, have been accomplifhed with fafety to the child, with-
out having recourfe to any other mode of delivery; and in
thefe cafes, where malacofteon has made fuch dreadful ravages
in the female conftitution, bevond which the art of medicine
has hitherto fallen fhort of re-eftablifhing, it would be a nu-
gatory practice, when attempted only with the view of pre-
ferving the life of the mother, to have recourfe to either the
Sigaultian operation or the Cazfarean feltion, as the woman
would inevitably die, even if exempt from a ftate of gefta.
tion. If we advert to the numerous cales of Cazfarean fc&ion
performed on the continent, compared with thofe of this coun-
try, it will be obvious, that tiie comparative fatality has been
owing to this difeafe pre-exifting to the operation ; for, in no
inftance where the Cafarean operation has been performed in
this country, has it proved fuccefsful to the woman, except
the cafe of Jane Fofter, on whom¢ I performed the Czfarean

® England, Ireland, and Scotland.
‘4 Vide Medical Records and Refearches, p. 154.
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eperation with fuccefs, at Blackrod, in this county, a few
years fince; in which cafe the operation became neceffary, on
account of a deformity of the pelvis, incurred by an accident
prior to a ftate of geftation, and not from any conftitutional
difeafe. The failure of fuccefs attendant on the Cxfarcan
operation betwixt this and a neighbouring nation, is more
afcribable to conftitutional difcafe, which thofe women had lar
boured under in this country, who have undcrgone the opere
ation, than to any difference of climate or mode of operating.

When premature delivery is attempted, with a view of fu-
perfeding the Cafarean fe@ion, it can only become necef-
fary when the dimenfions of the pclvis are fuch as preclude
every other mode of delivery per vias naturales; upon this
ground the practice will be confined to the embryon ftate, or at
at leaft, foon aficr it has acquired to that of the feetal period.
The folicitude of the accouchenr in this extreme degree of dif-
tortion of the aperture of the pelvis, is wholly dircéted to the
prefervation of the life of the mother, as every endeavour
within the limits of our art, when tending to preferve the
foetus in thefe fituations, will be abortive; and how far the mo-
rality of the praltice may be juftifiable, when pertormed with
the view of preferving the life of the mother, and facrificing
that of the foetus, is not a matter eafily determined; the well-
known aptitude inherent in 2 woman to conceive under thefe
circumftances, and the number of fcetufes eventually deftroyed
with the intent of preferving the life of the parent, are inci-
dents of the utmoft importance to the community, and claim
a proportionate fhare of confideration from every accoucheur
concerned on thefe unfortunate occafions. In a fituauon fo
depending, is the accoucheur excufable who tacitly complies
with the requefts of the mother, and voluntarily facrifices a
number of immature feetufes with a view to her own preferva-
tion? As the Czfarean operation in this fituation may be made
a matter of choice, may it not be allowable for the mother to
exercife her judgment on the occafion ! In certain cales,
where the diftortion of the pelvis is not very confiderable, it
is a pra&ice adopted by fome praltitioners, as foon as the hand
is admiffible into the uterus, to return the prefenting head of
the foetus, and deliver by the feet; how far this mode of prac-
tice may be juftifiable, { cannot pretend to fay, as I am at a
lofs to conceive how any material advantage can be obtained
by reverfing the head, except it be where the uterine efforts
are too feeble to accomplifh the exit of the feetus in a natural
prefentation, and where the advantage gaided arifes from the
fuperior degree of power excited by the accoucheur over that
of the uterus., Im cafes of this nature, and where the dia-
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meter of the fupcrior aperture meafures no more than three
inchcs from pubis t6 facrum, the head of the foetus will gener-
ally, by the repeated altion of the utcrus upon its body, be
forced a certain diftance into the brim of the pelvis; when
this is accomplithed, and the hcad is afcertained to have ad-
vanced one-third within the fupecrior aperture, it will be ad-
vifable to attempt dclivery with the lever; for I have, in a few
inftances, fucceeded with perfc& fafe?' to both mother and
child with this inftrument, even in cafes where the crotchet
has been ufed in the preceding births ; hence wiil appear the ad-
vantage of waiting till the head of the feetus is become fo far ad-
vanced in the pelvis, that the lever is admiffible, rather than
involving the life of the child in unneccflury danger, by the
imnplicit a& of turning and delivering By the fe:t; a practice,
even in the moft promifing fituations, always attended with
danger to the feetus, and which has not hitherto been expli-
citly made clear by authors.

Another fituation whercin premature delivery has been
adopted, is in cafes of habitual milcarriages at a certain period
of geftation, beyond which the feetus is fuppofed to die. The
practice of inducing premature labour while there remains a
profpect of the foetus being alive, will involve the accoucheur
in much ambiguity, particularly as the exaét date of impreg-
nation cannot clearly be afcertained, nor can we altogether ob-
tain a certitude of the life of the feetus in utero, or whether
the woman might not go to her full reckoning, till the art of
midwifery has arrived at that acme of perfeétion, competent
for the acquiring of the knowledge of thefe data. I think na
one excufable who attempts this fpecies of delivery, as inftances
are not wanting, where, after a number of periodical imma-
ture births, the woman has, at length, gone to the full pe-
riod of nine months, and beccome 1nater familias.

Authors appear divided in opinion refpecting the danger in-
curred upon the mother, by exciting premature labour; the pa-
rity of hazard which refults from this {pscies of birth, on the
fcore of the woman, at the period of feven or eight months,
will vary according to circumftances, when contrafted with
the event which will follow the termination of a labour at full
time; and where the pelvis is diftorted to the degree which I
have fixed upon as indicable for this operation. :

Were we to form an opinion on the event of a mifcarriage
at the abovementioned period, we might be led to conclude,
that little danger to the mother would follow this mode of de-
livery; but as the uterus is an organ in no refpe& governed
by the will, and the efforts of that vifcus are moft regular
when left uninterrupted, therefore no comparifon will hold
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good betwixt a premature delivery and one artificially produ-
ced, nor betwixt one at the full period of pregnancy where the
pelvis is well formed. :

An objeftion of much weight againft this operation will
naturally imprefs the mind of every humane accoucheur, name-
ly, the difficulty of fecrecy by which premature labour is ef-
feQed; for I am firmly perfuaded, if ever the method fhould
be -divulged amongft a certain clafs of individuals, it will
foon become too generally known, and the abortive attempts
will be innumerable ; this will doubtlefs defeat the intention
of the operation, and lead to a crime of a moft cruel and in-
human nature.
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