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REMARKS

MODERN FEMALE MANNERS, &c.

"QF all the fymptoms which charadterize the
morals, and indicate the depravity, of the age
in which we live,. one of the moft inaufpici-
ous is the decay of thofe feelings, which have
hitherto been the arnament, the pride, and the
- proteétion. of the female fex. It is not meant
here to infift upon the alarming progrefs of adul-
tery; upon the growing numbers, and increafing
thameleflnefs, of thofe women,whoabandon the paths
of virtue. A ftill more unwelcome refleétion forces
itfelf upan the mind of every one, who contemplates
theprefent manners of the fathionable world ; and it

relates to women, whofe chara@er is without a
“ B 2 ' blemifh.
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blemith. No longer do fuch women, at leaft in the
higher circles, pride themfelves, as they have ever
been wont to do, on the diftin&ion which feparates
them from the abandoned part of their fex. Fe-
~ males of fuperior rank, who give the #on to the po-
lithed part of fociety, and the influence of whofe
example muft extend, through numerous grada-
tions, to the humbleft walks of life, are beginning
to lay afide that dignified referve, wlnch formerly
kept, at an awful diftance, all who were not
clad in the fair robe of wunfullied reputation.
They are become fo wonderfully condefcending
- as to affociate with thofe, whofe approaches they
would formerly have confidered as an infult, and
the fmalleft communication with whom they
would have degmed infamous. Does this afto-
nithing condefcenfion proceed from that tender
and compaffionate fympathy with guilt, which
has been caught from the German {chool, and
which impels us to confider vice as an ohjeét. of
compaffion and indulgence, rather than of horror
and deteftation ? or, is it the refult of an opinion,
~ that the principle of female virtue muft derive fuch
- vigour from the circumftances of the times, and
the prefent ftate of the focial world, as to fiand no
longer in need of thofe auxiliaries, which have Az~
therto been found neceffary to affift it in its firuggles
with paffion and -temptation? or, is it produced
by the fanétion which the Legiflature, by re-
peatedly refufing to prohibit adulterous marriages,
and indeed, to fubjeét adultery itfelf to legal pe-
: 3 . .. nalties,
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nalties, has feemed to give to this moft atrocious;
and moft pernicious of all the vices, which difturb -
the order, and endanger the exiftence of civil
fociety ? In whatever caufe it originates, it
~ furnithes an indication of the moft unfavour-
-able nature, and- its tendency is pernicious in
the higheft degree. However the fentiments of
mankind may flu€tuate on thefe, as on many other
fubjects, human nature continues unchanged, and
unchangeable. In its beft flate, (a diftintion
which it is very far from being, at this time, entitled
to claim,) it wants every poffible affiftance to con-
" firm it in virtue, and to guard it againft vice. Fe-
male chaftity ever has been, and ever muf? be, the
main fource of all the virtues, which conftitute the
firength and fecurity of human fociety.—And
female modefty is ordained; by the unalterable con-
ftitution of our nature, to be the guardian of female
chaftity. What was it, but the prudent vigilance
of this Guardian, which, till lately, prohibited its
valuable charge, the Virtuous Fair, from all com-
munication with the depraved part of their fex;
which infpived our female anceftors, and, till
lately, the females of our own time, with that
confervative pride of eharaller, that extreme fen-
fibility of honour, which made them look with
fcorn upon a woman who had loft her purity, and
‘almott to confider her atmofphere as peftilential ?
Much as thefe feelings have, in particular cafes,
beea madc the fubje&® of ridicule or of cenfure,
‘they were inexpreflibly beneficial. They preferved
a ‘ 33 a con-
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a confiaht and lively fenfe of the value of what s
- moft valuable in fociety ; and they tended to deter
from vice, by rendering it odious and infamous.
But to preferve thefe feclings, it is neceflary to
-maintain’ them in their utmoft extent. The cafe
does not allow of any qualification. Honeur,
‘efpecially in women, can admit of no compromife
‘with dithonour ; no approaches from one towards
the other muft be fuffered ; the boundary between
them wmuft_be confidered.as impaffable; the line
by which they are divided is the rusicon of fe-
male virtue. Never could it be more truly faid,
than in relation to this fubject, —

¢ Vice is a montfter of fuch frightful mien

-« As to be hated needs but to be feen;

< Yet feen too oft, familiar with its face,

< We firft endure, then pity, then embrace.”

"What then have we not to dread from the dif-
‘pofition, which is now beginning to difplay jtfelf
in the fathionable world, to difregard feelings,
‘which, till now, have been cherithed by:all who
had even a refpe& for female™ chaftity-? To coun-
tela& that difpofition, (which, as well as every
other difpofition favourable to immorality, may be
expefted to derive great ftrength from our ap-
‘proaching intimacy with diffolute France*) it'is
-neceffary to raife an additional mound about the
“virtue of the fair fex ; by confidering the charater

¢ Of the dangers arifing. from that mtercourfe with lmec
-which is the unavoidable confequence of the Peace, fome no-

_tion may be derived from an expreﬁion ‘contained in a lett\er of
an

e et et o4
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of thofe women, who, iri defiance of decency, dare
to affociate with pollution, as contaminated by the
conta@®. Whatever the profeffors of the new phi-
lofophy, or the eulogifts of modern candour, may
think, the infamy g" Vice is the laft bulwark qf
Virtue.

That women of fafhian, In this country, have
made great advances towards a ftate of total indif-
ference reéfpecting the moral character of the fe-
" males whom they admit into their fociety, ftnkmg
proofs have been publicly exhibited. A woman’
of the moft infamous life was lately received
into the circles of fathion. The female in quef-
tion, a foreigner, had lived publicly as the Mif-
trefs of Berthier, and of other French Republican
Generals. With fuch a woman it feems that fomé
Englifh ladies, of the firft diftintion, think it no
difgrace to affociate !!! It is even faid, that
great and illuftrious Perfonages, who have form-
ed conneltions which are exprefsly prohibited
by the laws of God, employ the influence which
theirexalted fituation givesthem,in prevailing upon
women of charaéterto affociate with femalcs, the im-
propriety of whofe conduét is notorious. If this be
true, it denotes, on the part of the- Perfonages

ar Englith Gentlematr, who went to Paris foon #fter the figna-
ture of the Preliminary Asticles, and who aobferves, that « the
“ prominent objects of a firunger’s notice at Paris, are the ex-
¢ treme indelicacy of Female Drefs, and the groflnefs of Male
¢ Manners.”

s to
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to whom it relates, the moft woful infatuation
Are thofe Perfonages aware that they are en-.
dangering, by fuch condué, the elevated rank,
which,finceitis effential to the well-being of fociety,
is entitled to the utmoft refpect ; and which they
ate fo well qualified, by their many natural and
acquired endowments, to dignify and illuftrate
nay, that they are even undermining the Throne
to which they are fo nearly allied, and .of which
the fanétity of marriage is a neceffary fupport?
Can they fo foon forget that the everthrow of the
Gallic Throne—that the tqtal fubverfion of rank,
dignity, and order in France—may, in a great
degree, be attributed, as a predifpofing caufe, ta
the vices of thofe who, by their canduct, feemed
to think, that elevated ftation was exempted from
the rules prefcribed by Religion and Morality, and
the baneful influence of whofe manners over-
poweredA the falutary effects, which the attractive
e‘:ample of a Pious King was calculated to pro-
duce? Though the intermixture of reputation and
mfamy, in female fociety, be a proof of the
increafed depla.nty of modern times? and one
effect of that -pernicious liberality, which infidi-
,ouﬂy attacks thofe feelings that are the ancient
‘barriers of civilized fomety ; it has too long been
the cuftom,of perfons in elevated fiations, to think
themfelves. entitled to adapt their f{yftems of
morality to their -depraved propenfities ; and to
confider the rules which are preferibed for human

condudt,
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conduct, by the facred oracles of eternal Truth,
and which really admit of no evception, as dif-
penfed with, in their favour, on account of the
peculiar, and it muft be admitted, fevere, though
neceffary reftrictions, to which they are {ubjected
by their birth. On this fubject may I not be
permitted to recommend to their ferious confidera~
tion, fome fentiments that I find in a publication -
which, probably, has not attracted then'notxce, and
which appeared not long fince in confequence of
‘an interefting debate in the Houfe of Lords re-

fpecting a bill for the prevention of adultery ?
¢ That hxcrh tank is neceflarily accompanied
with facnﬁces that more than compenfate for
the fplendid advantages, by which it excites the
envy of inconfiderate minds, is indifputably true.
But thofe facrifices, arifing out of the nature of
fociety, which cannot exift without a gradation
of rank,. can by no means juftify the fmalleft
departure from virtue. - For befides the peculiar
and appropriate duties which belong to each
fituation, a firiét con,phancc with the univerfal
fules of morality is alike indifpenfable in all
fituations.. And in proportion as exalted rank is.
‘expoﬁed to temptations to violate thofe rules;
in proportion as it demands privations which may
render a firict government of the paffions a
difﬁcult tafk; it is prefumed to have the afliftance
of a higher cultivation of mind, and of a nicer
fenfe of duty, honour, and propriety, than can
be expected to fall to the lot of the mafs of
- man-



{ 10 )
mankind. * Perfons of high flation, who are defti-
tuté of thefe advantages, and who, for want of”
them, cannot fubmit to the facrifices which are
neceflarily impofed upon them, are unfit for their
place in fociety; as much as the warrior would
be unfit for the field, who could not undergo
the toils, the watcliings, and the abftinence,
which are neceffary in a military life. In fhort,
elevated rank, inftead of affording a difpenfation
for vice, thould be confidered by its poffeffors as
furnifhing an occafion for the moft exalted virtue.
Unlefs it be viewed in this light, effential as'it is, -
in itfelf, to the exiftence of focial order, the
individuals whom it diftinguithes” will be a curfe,
inftead of a blefling to mankind. They are placed
on an eminence; and in proportion as they aré
raifed above the common level, théir influencé
is extenfive. Every degree of their elevation’
therefore, ‘fupplies an additional-métive to @ vir-
tuous life, and enhances the guilt and the mnfchxef
of all kinds of immorality. AR
““Miich of the hardihip, which is geheralty fup:
pofed’ to” belong to the fituation of the exalted
Perfonages above altuded to, -is, é'\'identfy, owing
to themfelves. Althow*h thelr opportunities of
forming matrimonial connections be circumferibed
within narrow limits, it is but too obvious that
they are far from being improved to the utmoft.
Are there no Ladies in the Proteftant Courts of
Europe, with whom they might reafonably hope
to lne in liappinefs and in honom ? The Royal
Family
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Family affords two iuftances, which firongly
encourage fuch a hope; and in one of thefe
inftances the Royal Pair had never met, before
the formation of their facred' engagement. But
~ they met with virtuous minds, with refined fen-
timents, and with a mutual defire to difcover and
to prize each others worth. And hence, though
deftitute of the high advantage of a previous
attachment, they have exhibited a' pattern of
conjugal blifs, {carcely to be equalled among the
‘many millions of their admiring fubje@s.” - -
" But it is impoffible to advert to the prefent fate
‘of femate manners, without noticing a ftill more
melancholy proof of the decay of thofe feelings
which are the grand bulwarks -of -female
‘virtue,' than even a growing indifference to the
‘charafter of thofe who are admitted into thie
parties of fafhionable ' life ; I mean the indecent
modes of drefs, which are becoming more and
‘more ‘prevalent among women of all claffes.
“Thefe modes, and, indeed, the whole ftile of
modern female drefs, were evidently invented
for the purpofe of exciting fenfuality, - and of
-inflaming paflions that ftand in the greateft need
of reftraint ; but they have been adopted by we-
:men who lay claim to unfullied -reputation, and
by them tranfimitted to the loweft ranks of fémale
fociety, with a rapidity of communication, -which
affords a moft firiking inftance of the conta-
“gion of bad example. * The prevalence of fuch a
‘fafthion in thofe ranks, where it can be but little

5 » coun-



L 12)

counteracted by education or refleftion, muft in=
evitably prove an inexhautfiible fource of proftitu-
tion and debauchery;— aconfideration which ought
furely to induce every woman, who has the leaft
regard for her fex, to exert all her authority, and

" all her influence, in difcountenancing & pra&ice
which leads to fuch direful confequences. This

fcandalous violatien of the laws of decency, on the
part of thefe whofe duty it was to be the guardians
-of thofe laws, has already, in many inftances,
been followed by a fevere, though, it muft be
-owned, a juft punithment; with a punithment
which, however juft, is calculated to wound the
tendereft feelings of our nature. Many women
who, a little while fince, fhone forth among the

lovelieft of their fex, are now drefled in their
throuds, becaufe, in an evil hour, they laid afide
thofe parts of their apparel, which health, as wel
as decency, forbade them to relinquith. What
muft be the emotions of thofe parents, and of thofe
hutbands, who have been thus bereft of their
deareft comforts, which a little: feafonable and
kind admonition might have ftill preferved! A
very moderate degree of reflettion, indeed, with-
out the aid of admonition, fhould be' more than
fufficient to prevent the adoption of fo baneful a
fathion. What woman, . having any claimn to
charafter, would fuffer herfelf to-tranfgrefs the
laws of decency, it fhe confidered, for a fingle
moment, how cheap fhe thereby renders herfelf
in the eyes of the other fex? The female who
makes
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makes an improper difplay of her perfon, may ber
come an objec of tranfient defire, but forfeits all
title to refpect. The man of fenfe, who is ever °
the friend of decency (for never was a maxim
more true than that which reprefents 2 want of
decency as a want of fenfe) looks upon fuch a
woman as a difgrace to her fex. Nay, the thal-
low fuperficial coxcomb has fenfe enough to difco-
ver her unfitnefs for the facred duties of conjugal
life ; and to know that decency is the leaft pledge
that a woman can give for chaftity. Even the
licentious admiration, which the profligate liber-
tine pays to her charms, is mingled with fecret
contempt ; and he talks of her, among his diffo-
lute combanions, with a groffnefs of familiarity,
the very idea of which would raife in her cheeks
the glow of indignation, if it did not fuffufe them
with the bluth of modefty. '
Does the degraded female confole herfelf, for
fuch mortifications, by the refle&tion that flie has
not facrificed Lier virtue? Does fhe think her con-
duét and charaéter irreproachable, becaufe, in the
ordinary fenfe of the word, fhe has preferved her
chaftity? Alas! what erroneous ideas has fhe
formed of female chaftity ! To abftain from the
groflnefs of vice is the leaft, though an indifpen-
fable, part of this moft important of virtues. This
divine principle is feated in the mind ; it is en-
throued in the heart, and there maintains a fove-
reign fway, notonly over the external deportment,
put over the hidden thoughts and inmoft feelings.
Thefe
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Thefe thoughts and feelings are not within thé
reach of human obfervation ; and confequently it
cannot always be afcertained whether the claims,
of any: partlculal woman, to chaftity, be unim-
peacbable or whether they be founded merely
in - that’ counterfeit quality, the very exift-
ence of which depends on the want of epportunity
to vindu!ge the licentious paffions, without incon-
venience, .or danger of difcovery. But though
it be difficult to pronounce, with certainty, on
this delicate queftion, it is eafy to come to a fair
decifion upon it. Genuine chaflity—that is,
chaftity of the heart and of the mind—has fome
charaerifitcs with which it never fails to be ac-
companied.  Of thofe charateriftics, the moft
indubitable, as well as the moft indifpenfable, is
that nice and extreme fenfibility, which inftinc-
tively fhrinks from whatever can give the fmalleft
offence to the mof refined delicacy; and which
afs as the vigilant centinel.—the jealous guardian
—not only of the citadel itfelf; but of the remoteft
outworks of female chaftity. What then fhall be
faid of thofe women, who, inftead of difplaying
any fymptoms of thefe delicate feelings, fet de-
cency itfelf at defiance, and prove themfelves to
be deftitute of all'fenfe of thame? How dare fhe
claim to be considered. as a virtuous, who gives
the moft glaring proof that-the is not even a
modef?, woman? That this is'a juft defcription of
the fathionable females of the prefent day, no one;]

who s witnefs to the indecent: exPofure whieh
. : : they

7
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they make of their perfons, can pretend to dif-
pute. . So fcandaloufly indecent is that expofure, _
-that, to judge from appearances, wirtuous women
feem now to have lefs modéfty, than belonged to
~ the proftitutes of former times. Jufiice, however,
requires a diftinction between the blooming but
unfortunate maid, whofe native blufhes are over-
powered by the influence and example of .a venat
mother ; and the chafle matron, who, by a wan-
ton exhibition of her perfon, thews that fhe is in-
capable of a bluth. The former is an objet of
compaffion ; and ftill more fo than fhe would be
if her life were to become a facrifice to the brutal
yage of her, from whom fhe received it. The latter
difplays the female charaéter in the moft odious
form which it i3 capable of affuming. She is
eved more odious and deteftable on account
of her pretenfions to chaftity. The monftrous and
unnatural alliance, which flie endeavours to efta-
blith between virtue and thameleflnefs, tends not
only to bring the former into eontempt, but to
endanger its very exiftence, by depriving it of its
patural and neceflary defence. Compared with
fuch a woman, the female who has fallen a viflim
to temptation, and who hides herfelf in.retirement
from the difgrace which fhe can never. wipc away,
is an objett of commiferation.—Nay, compared
with fuch a woman, the bold and abandoned pro-
fligate, who, with dauntlefs effrontery, appears:
publicly in her true charaQer, is lefs difgraceful to
her fex, and lefs injuriou_s to fociety.ﬁ

of
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Of all the dangers to which this country is now
expofed, great and manifold as they are, not one,
perhaps, has fo deftrutive a tendency, as the dif-
pofition which manifefts itfelf among the fair fex,
patticularly in the higher circles, to facrifice de-
cency at the fhrine of fathion, and to lay afide

that modefty, by which they have fo long been

pre-eminently diftinguithed. He muft have a very
fuperficial knowledge of human nature; he muft
be canfummately ignorant of the firuGure of the
focial machine; who does not fee,. in this difpofi-
tion, a much more formidable enemy than Buo-
naparte himfelf, with all his power, perfidy, and

-malice. Female modefty is the laft barrier of ci.

vilized fociety. When that is remaved, what re-
mains to ftem the torrent of licentioufnefs and
profligacy ? As the fexes have different parts re.
fpeltively allotted them, in the great bufinefs of
human life, fo they are feverally endowed with
appropriate qualities, which are precifely analogous

1o their various deftinations and charaflers. Im

every condition of fociety, whether rude or re-
fined, thefe qualities are firongly and inftinétively
marked ; yet, in order to judge of them ade-
quately, we thould contemplate them as they
appear in a ftate of high cultivation : as the pro-
perties of plants, and their excellence and utility,
are more fairly appreciated when they have the
advantages of culture, than when they are left to
grow wild—unattended by the hand of man—nun-
ai’ﬁfted by human fkill and indufiry. Without

attempting

B
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attempting to deforibe, or evon to enumerate, ths
verious charaleriftic qualities, whiich, whem they
-are difplayed in the degree of perfettion «of which
they are vefpeQively capahle, semder thie fexes
objeéts of mutual eftimation, and coadnce to their
bcnﬂﬁc_ia.l influence on.each other, it will firfhce,
for the prefent purpofe, to adwert to that mative
modefty—that extreme delicacy, bathfuliefs,
.and referve—which are peeuliar to the female
fex. Thefe qualities are by far the moft jmper-
tant in :the ‘econony of focial life : for witheut
them there could ‘be noduch thing as virtee, wnd,
confequently, mofuch thing as bappines. Thay
are indifpeufably neceffary to keep -within joumds
thofe pafiions, which, if ynrefiramed, would, &y
their violence and :impetuofity, drive.us upoa the
fatal rocks of fenfuality:and licentioufaefs. With-
'out:the aid of thefe qualities, ‘wamen :could newer
. attain their due rank and.confesmence in fociesy ;
they could mever infpire refpet, efteem, @or -com-
fidence ; nay, they could uewsr excise;auny osher
emotions than .coarfe defires . of feufoal: gratifica-
tion. But adormed Ay thofe -nice .and ideldeate
rfeelings, wlueh heigbten, while they :nefimon,
-within sits proper {phese, the atiraction of their
‘charms, 'they rbecomse:objscts - of ithethighett-pal-
~dible -arthmisstion, and of the .moft srefimed .and
turable regard. They diggify. their chamaer by
invefting it:with cliaftity. Fhey, ndt only perify
< padfion 1from sl its groffivefs, butithey coavert,
"wimt vwould iothepwife sbe a mere bital :appetite,
: c into
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<into the. facred. flame of connubial love. They.

infpire into the tender mind, which it is more
-immediately their province to form and to culti-
vate, fentiments and principles, which, in future
Jife, ‘may.prove :a fure prefervative from vice; or
.which, . thould. they fail fo to operate, may, never-
<thelefs, . become faithful monitors, to recall to the
.paths of ‘Religion and Virtue. By their ¢ chafte
.conyerfation;, coupled with fear,” they foften,
-theyipolifh, the rougher.fex, which, without their
imild;-and: genial - influence, would never exhibit
‘any thing better than a race of barbarians. They
-vefine, .they ennoble, the human mind, by pre-
‘fenting:. to its: view the tender, the indiffoluble
vattachment of virtuous love, as the fource of the
-higheft. temporal felicity. They conftitute the
- very ties. of thofe .family conneions, thofe do-
.meftic focieties,, which .alone can fofter in the
.human heart: the tender {ympathies, the. focial

-affe@ions, and ‘‘ all the charities of Father, Son,

:and Brother.” -In:thdrt, they adorn, they har-
- monine the . world ; they'thed.on human life its
: chokesft: comfarts ;: they excite and cherith. the
fenfibilities. which' are, :the germ:of. virtue; they
- prepare andl difpafe the mind for the facred and
- falutary influence of Religion; and they qualify
* mankind for that fate of high civilization which,

rif acoompanied with piety and.good morals, w?uld . .

: cuﬁi(ute the perféftion of humar fogiety.
. Butitmiudt be remembered, . that females would
be unsbicta pmduce thefe wonderful and happy

Cﬁe&s g
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effeéls, - without the aid of thatnative and infline-
tive modefty, which is the grand chara@eriftic of
their fex. This is the fource of ‘their influence ;
the foundation of their utility ;. nay, even the ceffus
of their charms. To whit a deplorable ftate then
would the world be reduced, if they were to diveft
themfelves of this amiable and attra&tive quahty,
which Providence has ordained to be the primary
fource of human excellence and felicity ? Of all
the calamities:which can befall fociety, this would
be the greateft ; nay,-it would involve every cala-
miity fo which the lotof humanity is expofed. Freed
from their firf, their laft, their only effeétual reftraint,
the paflions would know no beunds ; they would
ruth forth with impetuous, with irrefiftible force;
and would. defy all laws, both :of God-aud man,
“The . fuman - chara&er would ‘become sltogether
.fenfual, and' of courfe felfith, brutal, and -feso~
.cious ; every refined féeling, every nice fenfibility;
every generous emotion, wounld be quénched in 8
-rage for indifcriminate, unbounded, gratification;
smen would degenemte into favage, unfeeling, and
fanguinary monflers ; but'women, who feem to be
formed for the extremes, either of virtue or vice;
and who, as their propenfities are good or eyil,
either attain the higheft degrees of excellence, or
- dall into the loweft depths of depravity; thefe
ipure angelic beings would, by the corraption of
:their nature, be transformed into furies of hell—
;goading the other fex to every fpecies of crime,
.and exerting all their influence to promote the
‘ c S _ uytmoft
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ntmolt- excefles of rage, violewse, and ferocity.
The effeBs of high civilization would ferve only
to agprravate the mifchief, and to render the bu«
tan - tioe more verrible and defRractive to each
éther. Indeed, 24 moral evils are far mare dread-
fel than thofe of a phyfical kind, the change; now
utder contemplation, would be more tremendous
than even the fufpenfion of thofe wonderful pow-
&rs of nature, which confine the planets to their
refpe@ive orbs, and maintaia, from age to age,
the harmony of the univerfe. 4

Such, without any exaggeration, would be the
inevitable offeCls bfan extinflion of femalemodefty;

_ and although {o dreadful an extremity may feem at

too great a diftance to be an objed of ferious ap-
prehenfion, yet, it deferves to be remembered that
¥y docay of afentiment,which is the grand opera-
thve: principle of human virtoe and felicity, muft
be attended with a proportionable degree of -cor-
suption and calamity. What then have we not to
dread from that great and rapid.declenfion of this
fentiment, which has vilibly taken place within a
wery few years? Whuat have we not to apprehend
from the notodous prevalence of a fathion, the
direct and obviows tendency of which is utterly to
extinguith all fenfe of thame in the female breaf,
and-to expel deeency from the intercourfe of thie
fexes® What a rich harveft of adulteries muft

inevitably be produced by a fathion, which is fo

ealeulated to inflame the patfions, and to weaken

aH fhe refraints whlch are fo wwuch wanted o
keep
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keep' thetn withier any bousds ; portmnlarly wbm_
the operation of that fathion is favoured, in -the

greateft degree, by the corruption of the times;
"by the rage for pleafure and diffipation, which
new contrivances are daily invented to increafe*;
and by publications which poliute the female miud,
by filling it with images from which modefty
would turn afide with horrorf. The Britith Fair,

though

* The Pic Nic Somety ‘will here naturally prefeat xtfclf!.o qbe
mind of the reader.

+ From fome recent convifionsand fubfequent dete&tion, it
appearsthat attempts to pollute and debauch the minds of youth,
of both fexes, by prints of the moft grofs and fhocking .oblce-
uity, are multiplylag in an alarming degree. Happily thane
are focieties For the deteQion and fuppreflion of vice, which are
extremelya&ive in dete@ing and bringing to juftice the wretches
who are guilty of fuch atrocious attempts to corrupt the rifing
generation. Every individual, who has any folicitude for the
morals of the conntry, will contribute a}l in his power to aid
the falutary efforts of thole focieties, by denouncing to them
offenders of the abave defcription, s well as by watching over
the youth over whom he has any authority, or with whemhe
has any influence.” It is juftly obferved by Mr. Gillies, in his
hiftory of Greece, “ that the fine arts, particularly painting,
have been proftituted to the purpofe of voluptuoufnefs; and
‘that licentious pi@ures are mentioned, by ancient writers, as &
general fource of corruption, and confidered as the firt ambuth
ghat befet the fafety of youth and ianocence.” Vol.ii. p. r88_
2d Edition. '

Inferior only to this offence is the crime of thofe authors who
endeavour, by the;r licentious compofitions, to corrupt the
minds of unguatded yonth before their judgment is mature, be»
fore their principles are fufficiently eftablifhed to controul the
jmpulfe of paflion. ' Refpefting this offence, the fentiments'of

: the
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though hitherto diftinguithed ne lefs by the pu<
ity of their minds, and the delicacy of their
manners, than by their perfonal charms, are fub-
mitting themfelves to the degrading dominion of
this accurfed fathion; but may we not hope that,
with a few exceptions in the. higher ranks, they
are as yet chargeable, rather with inconfiderate
imitation, than with aétual depravity ? Oh! may
thofe Fair difcover, in time, the precipice towards
which they are rapidly and blindly advancing.
May they ferioufly reflefl on the vaft importance,
on the prodigious influence of the female charac-
ter in the focial world. May they coufider to
what heights of eftimation, refpe@, and utxhty,
that chara&er may attain, provided it continue
~ under the controul and direétion of thofe feelings;
‘to the guidance and guardianthip of which Provi:
dence has committed the natural weaknefs of their
fex. - In fine, may they be fully fenfible of the in-

.

the great moralift of modern times, whofe lofs, in this age of
increafing depravity, is an irreparable misfortune to the interefts
«of Religion and virtie, are highly deferving of attention.
. “ The wickednefs of a loofe or profane author is more atro«
mns than that of the giddy libertine or drunken travifher, not
only hccanfe it extends its effe@s wider, as 4 peftilence that taints
ghe air is more deftrutive than poifon infufed into a draught,
but becaufe it is committed with cool deliberation. What pu-
mifhment can be adequate to the crime of him who tortures his
fancy, and ranfacks his memory, only that he may leave the
world lefs virtuous than he found it, that he may mtercept the
jwpes of the rifing generation, and fpread fnares for the foul
'mh lnore dextenty ” Sec Rambler, No. 77.

e * difputable



difputablé truth, that woman, by a facrifice of
modefly, violates the moft facred laws of nature,
and renders herfelf the moft difgufting and mif-
chievous of human beings; that the not only
finks to the loweft depths of contempt and infamy,
but difturbs the order and endangers the fafety of
civil fociety itfelf; and that the becomes the dif-
grace and the curfe of this beautiful and highly-
favoured part of creation, of which the was de-
figned to be the brighteft ornament, and the
choiceft blefling.

Before 1 take leave of my fair Countrywomen.
an ardent defire for whofe refpe@ability and hap-
pinefs has produced the foregoing remarks, I will
recommend to their ferious confideration fomsg
paflages in an author; whofe writings are well cal«
culated notonly to afford them the moft gratifying
amufement, but alfo to inform their minds, to
improve their underfiandings, and to. cultivate
their tafte. The fubjet to which the extraéls
about to be prefented to them relate, is nothing
" lefs than—the occupation of their time; a fubje
evidently involving the utility, and, in a.very
great degree, the happinefs of their lives, /On this
{ubjeét the refle®ions of the author;muft be accom-
panied, in their minds, with 3 due allowance for
the ‘great change which has taken place; during
the long period - of time to which -he alludes, not
~merely in the manners, but in the general attaiw-
mcnts, of foctety The progrefs ‘of. civilization,
2 and
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_wnd the diffufion of literature, have afforded op-
" portunities to the Ladies of modern times, to flore
their minds with a great variety of elegant and
aifsful knowledge; opportunities, the improve-
ment of which may very beneﬁctally fuperfede the
Toveret employments, in which, in times of an-
éignt fimplicity, Women of the higheft rank were ac-
viftomed to engage, provided purfuits of a literary
mdture be not allowed to interfere with thofe do-
meftit -duties, which (as the author juftly obferves)
Providence has made the fpecial deftination of the
fex. . While fubordinate to thefe duties, fuch pur-
fuits rhay raifk the female chara@er to a-degree of
Exeellence, incomparably greater than it could
poflibly attain, in ages deftitute of fuch advan-
thges: infomuch that a well educated female,
pf e piefent day, who, without neglecting
ehy -bhing that relates to the order, comfort,
atd good management of her family, devotes
Her leifure, chiefly, to mental improvement, is
28 ‘much fuperior to the Princeffes who ap-
jpear to. fuch advantage in the aacient claffical
wrriters, as the latter are to a modern diffi-
pdted womah of fathion, who lives in a conti-
-mured round of what fhe calls pleafure, who,
+far from having any tafe for'that refined and exqui-
fite: gratification, an evening fpent fociably at heme
_ ‘inintelleftual botupations; thinks every evening loft
-which is mat paffed in frivolowsamufement, to ufe no
haifhertorm ; whofe chitdren, cruetly deprivedof their
natural
1
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natural ng’nt the ineftimable advantage of mater-
nal attehtlon, are entruﬁed to mercenaries ; and
whofe famdy, for want of her fupermtendmg '
care, nay, by the influence of her owa con-~
dud and example, is a conftant fcene of extrava-
gance and 1rre0‘ular1ty

- %< T difcover, (fays the author alluded to, in hls
hlﬁory of Alexander,) in the fame relation, feveral
waluable footfieps of that happy fimplicity which
prevailed in ancient times, when it was the cuf-

" tom for ladjes,” though of the greateft diftinc-

tion, to employ therofelves in ufeful, and fome-
times laborious works. Every one knows what
is told us in Scnpture to this purpofe, con-
cernmg ‘Rebecca, Rachael, and feveral others.
We read 'in Homer of princefles  drawing them= -
{felves water from’ fpuno's, and wathing, with
their own hands, the linen of their refpeflive
families. Here the fifters of Alexander, that is
the daughters of a powerful prince, are employed
in making clothes for their brother. The cele-
brated Lucretia ufed to fpin in the midft of her
female attendants. Auguftus, who was fove-
reign of the world, wore, for feveral years
together, no other clothes. but what his wife
and fifter made him. It was a cuftom in the
aorthern parts of the world, not many years
fince, for the princefles, who then fat upon the
throne, to prepare feveral of the difhes at every
meal. In a word, needle-work, the care of
domeftic affairs, a fe{ious and retired life, is
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