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Sm months since, when a work on the principal hospitals of

Earope, hﬁ & travelling Fellow of Oxford, was announced
smong the forthcoming pullications of the day, we anticipated
great pleasure and instruction from the perusal.  Perhaps this
anticipation may have led us to form a less favourable opinion
of the execution of Dir Carter’s volume than to others it may
sppear to deserve. 'We readily confess that we have been disap.
pointed,—and, in order that we may put our resders in posses
sion of the peture and extent of our disappointment, we shall;
in the coorse of this article, state what we conceive should ba
the plan of a book with a title such as that before usj—we shall
then give some specimens of the present performance. We do
not expect the scrupulous minateness of Tenon, which no person
can pretend to without local advantages entirely out of the reach
of & casunl visitor ; nor do we look Tor these architectural details
of Syivester, which a professed engineer can slone give ;—but we
assuredly expect information more sample than we can easily
procore from gozetteers and guides; excellent and useful per-
formances in their own way, but, we humbly apprehend, more
proper for perusal in an hotel or diligence than at second-hand
in & medical book. A great proportion of Dr Carter's infor-
mation savours strongly of these sources, and, indeed, he coa-
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feases, that his skeich of the climate and diseases of Lille is
chiefly taken from the ¢ Guide des Etrangers,”—* one of the
best books of the kind,” says the Doctor, * T have ever met
with” The justice of this eulogium we shall not dispute; for
we are convinced, that, rom the specimens of these handy little
vade mecums to be found in most large tawas, together, with
some help from the published regulations of their hospitals, we
could, with great facility, compose & good shewy octavo, which
would not suffer in & comparison with Dr Carter's, without ever
stirring from our own Aresides.

D &ner had before him, if not perfect models, at least very re-
N ble exminples of medical travels in the works of Hunczoveki,
m::'. Amiré, Flajani, and Dr Joseph Frank 3 in the joorney to
London of Philibert Roux, or the interesting sketches of MrCross.
In their publications en the hm'pil.lh of Wilna, Munich, and
‘Waurtzharg, we have had from Frunk, Hacberl, and Thomann,
as well as many oatives of the countries lhl‘mlﬁh which Dr Car-
ter travelled, valuable examples of succinct and detailed historics
of individaal establishments. Some of these publications are in
evcry body's hands, others cannot be supposed to be unknown
to & fellow of an English college, lllhungi: they are the produe-
tions of foreigners. In truth, it is principally in the English
language, that there is any deficiency of works upon the hospi-
tals of other countries; snd a publication which should com-
pletely fulfil the promises of our avthor's title-page, is yet a de-
sideraturn in British medicel literature. This is the more to be
lamented, because little i reﬁu.ired in the compaosition, execept
ordinary attention ; a faithful detail of what the writer may bave
seen himsell'; and some industry and discrimination in collecting
or abridging from legitimate sources, those facts and dtatements
for which he must trust to others. But we shall now lpel::if]l
vome of the heads of informetion which we conceive such a
work should embrace.

We ehould be grateful to thet suthor who, afier giving ws
a brief memeir on the medical topography of & place, should
inform us of the site, size, and plan of its hospitsl, the number
snd accommeodation of the wards, with the methods of ventilat-
ingd. warming, and cleansing them ; the pluns for separating
and classifying the patients, their numbers, and the measvures

pursued fur obwisting or checking contagiius discases among
" themy the materials and arrangement of their beds, bedding,
and other articles of furniture; the means of collecting and
eonveying the sick to the hespital, with & statement of the ob-
stacles or facilities of access to the building itself; as well as to
its various apartments. 'We should expect an account of the
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, extent, and arrangement of the kitchens, baths, and wash-
g:r-,md of their supply of cold and hot water, and steam,
er with a detsil of all contrivances for the abridgment
labour ; the dimivution of the comumption of fuel; and
the increase of the nutritive quality of the food, or its fair,
regular, and comfortable distribution. KEnowing, as we do,
bow much tl.e individual comfurts of the sick, and the geoeral
good order of an bospital, depend on the waler-closets or  Ia-
trines,” we should aliach great imponance to the description of
their site, size, and actual state, the cxtent of their supply of
water, nir, and light, and the meawres sdopted for removing
the soil, or Eluwming the diffusion of unpleaunt and un-
heshhy effluvia. To all this informetion on the immediate
sccommodations for the sick, we should wish to be addcd an
sccount of the storehouses and offices of cvery description j
the airing ground for the convalescents ; the places of recep-
lioh l'u:ralg: dead, with the modes of dispeaing of the bodies,
o, 8. 'We should expect also 8 statemnens ﬂFlhﬂ ronk, nume
ber, ealaries, and duoiies of the various officers of the establishs
ment, whether medical, surgical, or purveying, with an ebumera
tion of the eervants of differeot clawses, their wages, the propor-
tion which they bear 1o the sick, and the respective duties
which they perform. In short, we should wish for informa-
tion oo every point subservient or preparatory to the grand
abjects of Eminilluiu; food, modicine, and aorgical mesist-
ance.

We should then be prepared for a view.of the mode of carrying
oa the medical, surgical, pharmaceutical, and purveying duties,
which woold naturally lead us to the history of new or pecoliar
practices or operationa ; accounts of new remedies ; details of the
diel, ordinary and extraordinary, sdministration of wine, sud
other cordials, &c. The sources of revenue from which these
wants are supplied should be specially enumersted, and, from
all these ises, we sbould have no difficulty in entering into a
view of the exponces of the eatablishmeat. The nsture of tha
records and anoals kept at the hospital should be stated to ug,
and, from thee, interesting information on comparative morta-
liry, prevalence of disaase, aod pecolier epidemics, originating
either from within or without, might be afforded ; as well as
satisfactory notices on every other point medical, statistical, or
financial.  If the hospital has a sc or myseumn altached to
it, or in its nei bonriond, we abould expect some information
upon these , which might be rendered more valuable by
biographical sketches of celebrated men, aa either Sourish
st the time, or bad formerly contributed to the celebrity of
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the institution. Fioally, we conceive it to be the duly of every
writer who gives an account of the state of medicine, or the
medical establishments of any country, to consult every acces-
sible source of information § and he will greatly enhance the va-
Tue of his labours, if, to his nccoont of each town, hospital, or
school, he appends a eatalogue of the books in which informea-
tion may be found, and this whether he may have resd them
or not.  Literary honesty will certainly require that he should
candidly scknowledge where he may have largely borrowed 7 but
no man need be ashamed of confessing, that he has heard and
read of more books than are within his resch, and which he
consequently never has, or perhaps never can permse. .

This is a rough and imperfect outline of what we shoold ex-
pect in a book professedly written on hospitals, but which, of
course, Lhe peculiar views, opportunities, or abilities of the an-
ther, would lead him to fill up or curtail, sceording to cireum-
stances. As o basis, however, we conceive thet this plan, under
some modification or other, js indispenssble towords sfford-
ing really oseful informetion on the subject.  Thot it is far
from impracticable, or even peculiarly difficult in the execution,
we know j since, under the excellent discipline now established
4n our military bospitals, every surgeon of a regiment throu,
out the empire is called upon for a document somewhat of this
nature, on each change of quarters ; documents which are lodg-
ed among the records of the army medical department, and
may hereafter furnish invaluable materials to the profession at

large.
%Ve should now inguire how far Dr Carter has acted upon this
"or any other plan, which might have served 1o emhodgo?nr us
useful information on the state of the hospitals in the various
perts of Furope in which he has travelled.  After minutely ex-
amining his work, we confess our inability 10 discover the pre-
cise plan upon which he has composed it:—ond, indecd, we
much doubt whether he hns a:l::rtad any ; for his notices are
singularly vague, irregular, and disjointed : —they are apparent-
Iy m;iitd at random from his pocket-book, or hastily extracted
- from his travelling directory, with very little pains in the selee-
tion. So long, however, as we are offered information, we are
willing to accept it, from whatever source it may be derived,
but our facility, in this respeet, shall not indoce us to surrender
gur privilege of examining its value.

In the first place, we bave to complain of the extreme shortness
of Dr Carter’s ariicles. In his table of contents, we are promised
information on the hospitals of Paris, Lyons, Geneva, Lansanne,
" Berne, Nice, Turin, Milan, Padus, Florence; Piss, Leghomn,
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Rome, Naples, Sicily, Lisbon, Lille, Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent,
Amsterdam, and Leyden, We had some forebodings, thar s book
of the size of Dr Carter’s (pp. 255) could not contsin all the
interesting matter that the baré mention of some of these places
suggested § but, on further examination, we became satisfied,
that, in his mode of dispatching business, he might have added
to his-catalogue all the hospital establishments in the Germen
and Russian empires, together with those of the minor states,
without exceeding the bounds of a moderaté octave. To some
of the places enumerated, and those too among the most im-

t, as Milan, Pisa, and Padus, be allows & page, & page
and a half, or threc pages ; some he dismisses in fourteen lines—
Launsanne, for example j—there are others, on the hospitals of
which he scarcely expends as many words ;—and others, sgain,
as those of NI.[}IL. where he candidly confesses to us that he
has nothiong whatever to say,

Puris, one would suppose, might have furnished materials for
something interesting; and, as every thing connected with its me-
dieal establishments is open to visitors, or has been described over
and over again, if the Doctor had nething original, he might sure-
Iy have gleaned something from the works or the conversation of
others. In Paris, or its immediate vicinity, there are 18 or 19hos-
pitals ; Leside these, there is L'Ecole de Santé, founded for the
edocation of hospital surgeons, especially for the army and navy ;
L'Ecole de Medecine, the onlyestablishment in Paris for grantiog
degrees in medicine and surgery; snd L’Ecole de Pharmacie, for
the education of apothecaries:' there is also the Jardin des
Plantes, the College de France, and many other literary insti-
tutions, collections, and museums, connected with the swudy of
medicine, an account of which would profitably and amply il
two volumes —Dir Carter, with characteristic brevity, finishes
all he has to say of the French metropolis in alittle more than
, two sheets, e mentions only L'Hotel Dieu, Le Charite, La

Salpetriere, and some of the Mnisons de Santé kept by private
practitioners for lunatics end other patients who are in circum.-
slances to pay for their accommodation ; and of the principal
school of physie, ¢ L'Ecole de Medecine,” his communications
are nearly as laconic, snd not more instroctive, than we should
expect from a xﬂi modern gazetteer. ‘To those who have
resd Tenon on the Hospitals of Paris, as they stood before the
Revolation, or the  Hapports faits au conseil general des Hos-
ﬁrm civiles de Paris,” about three years ago, or the Sketches of

Cross, published in our own country, the scantiness of in-
formation to be derived from the present author will appesr nat
only provoking, but altogether unaccountable.
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Prepared as we were for meagre detsils by his necount of Paris,
we were saveiely dissppoiated when we Luroed to the chapter on
Milan. Milan, whick contains one of the larges and most splen-
dicl bospitals in Europe, and which bossts of several eminent
practitioners; remarkable for their sttainments sad their indus-
try, is hurried ouver in three seaoty pages.  Few physicians con-
versant in the literature of other couatries are ignorant of
name of Locatelli, the warm patroa of blood-letting in fever; or
of Gianniol, the respectable advocate for the employment of cold
water in certsin stages of the .same disesse; or of Soceo, the
apostle of vuccination in TIiely, aod who ol very neariy been
its martyr alvo.®  Three mote interesting suljects can scarcely
be suggested to the Bricsh physician, but Dr Carter never men-
Llions, nor even bints gt them. It struck us akho as not a litde
singulor, thay while Dr C. was at Milan, only & drive of twenLy
miles from Pavia, he should not hawe given some account of
thot far famed peat of learning, where ‘iﬁ:lu. Seopaoli, Spallan-
gani, Searps, aod other ated men, huve so ardently ex-
erted themselves for the benefit of seience in general, and of
medicine and susgery in particular. e either did not visit

. that city, or foand nothiag interesting, for he has not even
mentioned it.  Neither does he name Bologne, through which
be must bave passed, if he travelled hetween Florence sind
FPadua.

The account of Pisa is comprised in two pages ; it would take
up a greater space to give a bare enumeration of his omis-
:imp:l under that head, he has bestowed upan the entire
article,

On Padua,—% alss for Padun,"—he eapends filty lines,
Now we shall not quarrel with Dr €. for not having dvscribed
the botanic garden, the most reoarkable in Baly; nor for bav-
ing left unnoticed that school of anstomy,—interesting to cvery
man whoe recolleets, that it was there iiiuu-u'iuu:Eh i
performed many of those dissections which will band ﬂum
mame to posterity, as one of the most indefatigable contribos
tors to our iom § obill less shail we sccnse him for omits
i.laq any hiot of the fine series of dissected molluscs of the

ristic Sea,.and other objects of natura history to be mev with

there,~ becanse meither botany, anstomy, nur mloaz horm
any part of the subjects mentiosed in his title-page. when

* He war nexrly stoned to desth by the mob in cos of his excurrions for

11
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Dr Carter, in describing the hospital, employs mercly the
three words, * large and commodious,” and when he does not
ive even one syllable on the climate or diseases,—we leave it 1o
ﬂ.wn decision, whether we have not some right fo complaio
of a breach of promise. There are two works, each nearly as
as Dir Carter's, written on the topogrephy and regu.
lation of this hospital, by Comparetti; and there is a series of
clinical reports from the pens of Brera and Dall' Oste, embraci
almost every thing worth knowing, both medical and Suancial.
Had our apthor given us a good abridgment of either, or even
if he had given the titles of the works in a note, we should have
been in some degfee satisfied ; but he has not dene this, and we
are left to gather our information as we may. Fortunately for
these interested in the subject, there is no want of materials. ®
We turned from the venerable universities of Italy to that of
Leyden, with our hopes greatly depressed, and, sccordingly,
we found, that zomewhat more thau the space allotted 10 Milan
serves to convey to os all the information concerning that re-
spected seat of learning, where, for so long a period, Borrhaave
gave laws to physic. e state of the civil and military bos-
pitals; the clinical lectures; the anatomieal museum and thea-
tre; the museum of naturel history ; and the noble botanic gar-
den, rich in the plants of varicus countries,.are all treated of
within the compass of four pages. "What chiefly attracted the
Doctor’s sttention in the latter were “ iwo trees planted by
Boerhaave.” This may possibly have been the casey but to bos
tanists some intelligence of the palm raised from seed in the open
gir, by the celebrated Clusius, would have been much more inter-
esting. Ifin existence, it must now be upwards of two hundred
yearsold. This very tree, and the pet in which it grows, are
figured by Boerhoave in the frontispiece to his index of the Ley-
den Garden, as has been remarked by Sir J. E. Smith, in his very

. interesting Toor on the Continenty—a work which we can with

great confidence recommend to future medical and botanical
travellers, ¢

* We subjoin the titles of the above pamed works, Saggic della Scooln
Clinies nello Spedale di Padova. Riscontro Cliniro nel nuove Spedale. Rego-
humeeti Medico- Pratici di Andrea Comparetti, Padora, 1703 and 1799, Pros-

o Clinico dell’ anno scolaitica, 1815-14, dal V. L. Brera, compilate dal

Dall' Cate, Padova 1818, This work is continued. We buve the re-

ports down 1o 1817, There are abo by Brera, the Prospei Clinici di sei

i scolantici col Hiadanto Scwensle, from 1810 to 1815 inclusive. Padova,
1816,

+ A Skeweh of 1 Tour on the Continent, H James Edward Semith, M. D
F.R-S. 5 vole 8vo. Vid. Vel.], p. 11, Some of his remarks oo medical mbjecty

oL X¥I. X0, 62, ¥
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Next to the dwarfish brevity of his articles, we bave to com-
plain of the want of specific information on points of consider-
able interest. Thus, he states to us in general terms, that the
wards of one hospital are commodious and well ventilated, and
that the rules of another are good ; but he never gives partico=
lare, nor does he define what he understands by good accom=
modations or Intions. Many porsons imagioe, pro=
vided a ward hﬂhmnm of wimiaizc and mngﬁndpcr-l
are kﬂptdupen, d:hm it is well ventilated. We, on the rmi:;t
trary, uoderston ventilation, that disposition of the
windows which cn:jl;tg:p:dtpeedy exit 1o the ht:?:dﬂnnﬂ vitiated
air, and & constant end oniform admismion of the fresh and
uncontaminaled atmosphere, with the least possible exposure
of the sick to currents, This is insured in the most simple way,
by windows or air holes opening at both the upper aod fower
parts of the wards, close to the ceiling and the floors. Some
reuple imagine, that to rub the pewter utensils, until they shine
ike silver, and then to range them in military array, to be
looked at, but mot to be used, imﬂlie: the very acme of
cleanliness and good order. We, however, conceive, that
to kecp every article in its own place, sppropristed to jts
own. purpose, and free from every thing sive or disgust=
ing, is quite a sufficient proof of neatness and good order in
acute wards. In convalescent wards, indeed, the petients may
be advantageomly employed in various works subservient to
neatness, and even to show.

When Dr Carter mentions particulars, it is ofien done
in such a manner as to excite oor curiosity, without at all
contributing to its gratification. Thus, he tells us, that in
the kitchen of the hospital of St John, st Turin, * there were
several ingenious contrivances for uvin.F time and labour,
and rendering fewer servents necessary.” We were much
pleased with this, and we were in -expectation of having some .
occount of these useful inventions. All that we hear n? them
further is, ** that one of them was for raising provisions into
the wards, and it was certainly caleulated to save a good deal
of trouble.”

But while he is so provokingly barren on subjects of real im-

ce, he finds room for such pieces of intelligence as the
ollowing. * The hospital of Santa Maria Nuovs, at Floreace,
wan built by Foleo Portimari in the year 1287. The fagade

are most pevtinent aod those on the advantipes of medical travelling particu-
Lrly 1. Vol liL p. 175
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was commenced by Boontalenti, a celebrated architeet, in 1611,
and finished by Giulio Parigi” In the same strain, we are in.
formed, that ¥ The Santo Spirito st Rome was founded with
the chorch in 1193, and has been repaired and enlarged by
several Popes, especially by Alexander the 7ih, Benedict the
14th, and Pius the 6th. It Is situated in thet part of Rome
beyond the Tiber, which bes received the name of Citta Ieo-
nina, from its having been surrounded by a wall by Leo #th."
Did all this serve as preface to any thing fin the sha
of medical information, its inanity would in some degree
redeemed ; but, alus! it only ekes out the page, withoat enhan-
cing its value. In the two cases now before us, it is inexcus-
shle, because a voluminous nccount of the hospital of Santa
Maria, and St Bonilacio, has been published, from which
surely might have been extracted, details of mueh meore im-
portance than the names of the different erchitects.® In the
case of Home, no one is ignorant of the topographical de-
scriptions of Baglivi and Lancisi; and there is & most in-
teresting modern work published by De Mattheis, givin
an sccount of the clinical school and hospital of Sanio Bpi-
rite. Mo less then three papers on the medical topography
of Lisle are now before us, ¢ and doubtless many more are
extant, but Dr Carter prefers the ** Guide des Ltrangers”
He tekes his account of the climate and disenses from it,
and, accordingly, among other matters of equel value, we are
favonred with tlfa very important intelligence, that, io addition
to other good things, “ the country peaple about Lisle are in
the habit of eating bread and butter, and new checse, early in
the morning, and between dinner and supper,” &c. &c.
Another very striking deficiency is the neglect of useful dates
and references.  We are left in uncertointy as to'the periods st
which several of his visits were made. He wasat Paris in 1818,
at Geneva, and in some parts of Tialy, between 1814 and 1818,
and in Portugal in 1812; but we are obliged to guess at what
riod he visited, or how long he remained in other places.
is references 1o books, from which we might draw more ample
information, are remarkably scanty, and when they are mén-
tioned, it is mot in a satisfuctory monner.  ‘Thus, lor inkanee,
under the article Lisbon, he refers to a memuoir of Dr Bacla
on the epidemic fever of 1810-11, but where to be found, or

* Begolaroenti d4 regl spedali di Samta Baria muova e 5t Benifacioy di
Marco Loveri Girolamo. 410, Firenz, 1785, 416 pagen.
4+ Hautesierck, Recueil des Observations, Tom. 1. De Hoene, Journal de Me-
decine Mifitaire; Tom. 1V,  Jowrnal de Aledeciogy Tom. Vil
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‘:hﬂhﬂ' in the English or Portuguese languages, he does oot
tell ns, )

Biit we are tired of Enﬂiuﬂ; eral faults; we shall, thers-
fore, examine some of the individoal articles, Wherever we
can glean any thing like wvseful information or suggestion, we
shall give full credit to the suthor, and when we can sopply
either upon our own authority, we shall do it to make some
awends to our readers. Before commenciong this course, bow-
ever, we should inform them, that the present work was Dot
intended as separabte one, but was meant to be i.m:ﬂl'pﬁﬂtﬂd
witha] end more general publication ; indeed, the suthor,
in his preface, expresses his doubts of the fitness of bis obser-
valions to meet the public eye a3 an ind ent volume,—
doubts which entirely coincide with our deliberate apinfon,

We are sarry to find, by Dr C.'s remarks on Geneva, that the
hm]i::ilul of that intellectoal city is in debt, but how contracted
we know not, although nothing could have been more easy than
to procure, from the liberal physicians who uttend it, copies of
the annual abstracts of receipt and expenditure, which are pub-
lished for the information of the inbabitants. In 1&15, Dr C.
tells us, that the deficit was nearly 47,000 Borins ; in 1816, by
a rise in the rents of houses, fce. belonging to the bospital, the
deficiency was not quite 18,000 ; in that year, the revenue was
L. 11,119 Sterling. We most not euppose that the revenue is
all spent oni the putients in the house ; the cut-patients also are
supplied with medicine and money, and a trifling salary is paid
to the medical officers, which our suthor states at about L. 20,
T'he committes for conducting the affairs of the hospital, he tells
us, consists of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary,
and fteen members. "The medical establishment consists of one
physician: and one surgeon for the honse, and two physiciaos
and one surgeon for the town patients. - The - hospital can con-
tain 120 paouents, (besides aoldiers.) The average number in
the house is sbout 80 ; the disbursements for the house in 1816
were 175,881 florios ; while for the out-patients there were ex-
pended 352,550, The sitel he states to Le clean and well
ventilated.  'We understand, however, that the woollets curtains,
which formerly were very common in hospitels, still remsin to
some of the bads at Geneva, which must, in such a situation, be
& serious impediment to veotilation and cleanliness.

Dr C. mentions, in terms of just commendation, the soup-kit-
chens established during the winter of 1817, but, as usual, be
omits particulars. Our readers who feel an interest in such cha-
ritaole institutions, will find &n account of that at Geneva, in a
peper by Dr De Boches, *¢ Sur P'etablissement de soupes & la
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Humford,” in the Bibliotheque Universelle, Tom. IV. for 1817.
‘Besides these soup-kitchens, there were iwo other establishments
st Geneva, for the extraction of the nutritive part of bones. In
oue, ander the direction of the ladics, thetonu were simply
boiled, and they furnished a jelly notritive and portable, In s0
much g3 to be sent 1o the destitute poor of Savoy. The rame
bones were treated with dilute muriatic acid at another establish-
ment under the direction of one of the learned societies ; the
ﬁ_‘ hate of lime was dissolved ; and the ting which was
bhind wus washed, sliced, and dried For home con-
somption, and for exportation to the neighbouring poor.
Bones properly bruised were alio delivered to them, and when
boiled with or without herbs, they formed & good soup, and
were employed even a second time for that purpose. £
praise appears to be due to Boron Eichthal of Munich for his
investigations on the gelstine abtainable frum bones, by beiling
in & vewel on the principle of Papin’s digester, and for his
applying those substances which had hitherio been rejected as
useless, to the furnishing an wholesome article of food to mar
From bis calculstivns, upwards of 53,000 quintals of bone were
anouvally thrown away, or served as food to the dogs of
Munich. From this quantity, there might have been far-
nished nearly 10,000 quintals of jelly, and 2000 of animal
woil, worth, on a rough calculation, upwards of a million of flo-
rint. On & corrected calculation, it sppears that 20,544
human beings could be furnished with cne menl a day for sn
entire year, on 2300 quintals of gelatine. The establishment of
Geneva seems to heve owed some valuable "hints to Baron
Eichthal, An ingenious physician of Geneva, Dr Gosse,y
junior, made sbout this period some very interesting obscrva~
tions on the wild planta of Switzerland, which may be used as
aliment. 'We cannct afford room to enlarge vpon them, but
we may observe, that plants hitherto supposed noxious, or
medicinal only, as Colchicum sutomnale, and Gentiana lutes,
furnish o considerable proportion of alimentory metter under
the treatment proposed by him, ®
Dr Carter mentions the Lunatic Hospital of Geneva, snd
animadverts upon the injudicious management of the patients,
It gives us much plessure fo be sble 1o state, that a scientific
friend of ours, a native of that city, is now preparing materials
which may lead to the amelioration of establishments of this de-
sTipliol.

* Bibliotheque Univerelle, Tom, V. 1817, p. 88 and &7,
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" Qur author mentions a division of duties smong the manag-
ihg committee of the hospital, which strikes us as worthy of
Imitation ; ope ondertakes the inspectivn of the linen, one
©f the clothes, &c. 5 and we suppose others of the food, &c. &e.
We shall teke the liberty of offering in this place some re-
marks upon two very important points of hospital arrangement,
the linen and the food. Hun_y persons unsccustomed to bos-
pitals are apt to mistoke blemishes, or indelible stains in the li-
nen, for actual Bith. In eorgical wards, caustic is always pro-
ductive of indelible stains; and where sores are washed by co-
loured vegetable tinctures or decoctions, as of bark for in-
stanice, the subsequent epplication of ointments, containing
earthy or metallic selts, will act as mordaunts, and fix the co-
louring matter on the linen. Oils, mixed with earths or me-
tallic matters, leave & stain most difficult to remove. Saturnine
solations, when dry, leave ao ugly stain, almost impenetrable
to water. - Animal fuids, or the serum dischar from a
blister, when dried on the linen, which, from the beat of the
body, they very soon do, leave stains extremely difficult to
get rid of.  Thus, if the most serupulously neat person scratch-
‘es an sccidental vesication through the stocking, a stain of a
very refractory nature is left to mark the spot. Immediste
immersion in cold water in some cases prevents this, but
there- is something still left for chemistry to determine on
the subject of stains; some are indelibly fixed by cold water,
and some by immersion in it are immediately removed § in some
familiar instences one staiu removes another ; white wine, for
instance, will remove the stain of Porty and salt will fix the
stain of ohe wine, but, if thrown immediately on, will prevent
the mark of another. Chaptal has given a process adopted at
the Hotel Dieu for removing the old stains niE animal matter. *
We are informed that the following process is employed for that
purpose at Guy's Hospital. The linen is first washed and boiled 5
the staine are then rubbed with soft soap and pearl ashes, and
the article is tightly rolled up ; it is kept thus rolled for & short
time, and then it undergoes a thorongh washing.

‘We have already alluded to the employment of bones, and
we may mention, by the bye, that some of the nicest jellies of
Paris and Lendon are now red from them by the process
with diluted muriatic aeid. Calvi bad long ago indicated the uti-
lity of employiog bones in the preparation of soups for hospitals

® Apnales de Chimie, Tom. XXX VIIL p. 291 ; vide also Chaptal’s Che-
mistry; applied to Arts and Manvfactures, Vol 10 p. 105,
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by the adoption of Papin's digester ; * and amoredly nothing
can be more desirable than to procure wholesome food at a mo-
cerate rote. A special apparatos, however, is necessary for
many of these processes, but we have seen a very simple prepa-
ration of a common article of food condure much to its nutri-
tive powers ; it ia employed in the military hospitals in Treland,
and consists in steeping all the catmeal used in the hospital in
cold water for some hours before subjecting it tg heat. In:
these hospitals, also, thirtesn ounces of raw beef, bone included,
are allowed to prodoce half a paond of boiled beof without bone §
a liberal nllowance, but a necessary onc, considering the loss by
boiling. It wonld ba well if the physician of sn hospital would
recollect this circomstance when he prescribes, and specify whe-
ther he means his patient to have tEq weight of meat which he
orders, in its raw or Hs conked state.

In some foreign hospitals there exist singular abuses on the
subject of food. ~ We recollect visiting the great hospital of San

-Juan de Dios ot Cadiz some years since. On certain days,
large trays of provisions of all kinds were sent in from rich fa-
milies, and other charitable inhabitsnts of the city; on other days,
the food bas sppeared to ve extremely seanty, nnd too much left
to the disposal of the servants of the hozpital. We strunglysuspest
that that elass of men, who, according to La Sage, © grow rich
by menagiog the affairs of the poor,” is Dot yet extinet in the
dominions of the Spenish monarch. At Milan, slso, the hos-
pital is on certain days crowded with the friends of the sick,
who bring them all kinds of food, & practice which the phy-
sicians loudly complain of At Vienno, there is a sort of ta-
vera in the general hospital, ostensibly for the accommodation
of the papily, but where a patient, who can procure money, can
doubtless, in spite of every regulation, procure improper food,
and liquor also. Some foreign hospitals have butcheries attach-
ed o them, In an economical point of view, this moy some-
times be desiroble, bul we confess we prefer the mode of geiting
io the meat from a distant slanghter-house.

OF the hospital of Berne we are told by our author that it is
one of the best managed he ever saw, but his deseription of it
is, neveritheless, one of the shortest in his hook. By his ac-
count, we would be led to suppose that there was but one bos-
pital st Bernej—we can only speak of Berne as it was in 1804 ;

® Calvi, De Medicamentia pro Nosccomiis ﬂ?ﬂm’hpﬂﬂi Parie, 1764,
#te. The works of Parmentier and Count Rumford are well worth consulting
oo 1he wbject of food,
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wthen, end we believe now, there were five hospitals: two
in the town, snd three at the distance of & mile and a half;
one for lunatics, one for venereal patients, and one for inco-
rables. Under the head Medical Intelligence, in cur nomber
for April 1803, Vol. V. p. 258, will be found a short, bat not
uninteresting sketch of these hospitals.

The sccount of Nice is one of the longest in the book,
snd contains some spproximations to medical information,
especially on the use of digitelis in consumption. It is car-
ried to the enormous extent of scrople doses of the powder
daily ; and hourly doses of the infusion, to the quantity of balf
an ounce, are not unusual. Dr 'C. supposes that the digitalis
of Nice is less powerful then that of Dritsin. Before we can
admit the justice of this explanation, we would wish 1o ascertain
the period st which the plant was gathered, the state of the
leaves, mode of preparation, and whether any other article be
administered along with it, or about the same period, which
possibly may have the effect of counteracting its activity,. We
sre the more snxious on this point, because BDr C. 'mentions in
the same article, that, where cinchona bark has failed in the re-
moval of intermittent, & combination of that medicine with the
tartrate of antimony has been found efficacions. Now, we .
need scarcely remind our renders, that a decomposition takes
place in this most unchemical mixture; and possibly the digi-
talis also may be decomposed by some unnoticed adjunct.

At Turin, the breod is prepared in a bakehouse attached to
the establishment. To this the same objection of producing
fetor and’Glth does not apply as to the butchery ; though, on the
whole, it is perhaps better to procure it out of the house. The

overnment of the hospital of St John is confided 10 eqoal num-
geuufl:;rergy and laymen, three of each ; it can contain 550 pa-
tients. The medical estoblishment is six physicians, at a salary of
between 200 and $00 franks per annum § two house physicians,
and two surgeons. Theservants are foundlings, and are puid eight
or ten franks a month for the men, and six for the women, bes
side their clothing, lodging, snd boarding. The revenues are
70,000 francs a yesr; the expence of each patient about a
franc (10d.) a.day. We have no account of the other hospitals,
nor of the moscum ;3 indeed, our author does not even mention
the latter, although one of the finest in Italy, under the direc-
tion of Professor Bonelli. p

Dr Carter mentions what, indeed, could scarcely have esca-
ped notice, that Paduas, like the other univemsities of ltaly,
is falling into decay. This, be hints, is in some messure ow-
ing to the Auvstrion government. * Whether the House of



1820 Dr Carter on Foreign Hospitals. 89

Austrin adopts the best means to promote the happiness and
dignity of its Tralian dominions, is, indeed, & question which, I
ieve, (s2ys Dr C.) both the natives of that country, end most
travellers, will be inclined to anewer in the negative.” Now,
the plain fact is, that the majority of scientific men in Itoly use
no delicacy in expressing their opinions on the subject, and are
loud in their execrations of their present rulers.  Anatomy, the
basis of medienl science, is roined st Padua, The period of sta-
dy, which was formerly indispensable, was three academic yearsy
but the Auostriana have reduced this period to one session of six
months. The inevitable consequence of this injudicious mea-
sore is, that the study of anatomy has received & mortal blow ;
and it requires no great prophetic «kill to foresee that pathiolo-
and therapeutics will shortly, if thoy do.not even now, feel its
Iy effects. To accelerate this deplorable event, the Aus-
trian government has displaced several of the professors for va-
rios canses, principally free-masonry, or abolished their chairs,
while they have, at the same time, diminished the salaries of
those they have left.  To crown all; nothing can be published
in ltaly, were it only & new proposal for phlebotomy, without
being sent to Vienno, to undergo the examination of a censor,
and receive his @ lmprimatur.,”  The measures and the habits
of the Austrians furnish their sensitive and epigrammatic sob-
jects with constant matter of discontent and ridicule. The
Iialian Hterati consider, or- affect to consider, that the sun of
science has set upon their universities since Lthe Hestoration.
Hence, in allusion to some indulgences in food to which the
German soldiers are said to be addicted, it was lately remarked
by one of the professors, “ Comment voulez-vous que des hom-
mes qoi mangent les chandelles, npportent des lomiéres 2
At Florence, the mortality is high in the hospital of Santa
Maria Nuova. It issaid to be sbout ten percent.; " hbut I
hope,™ adds the Doctor, ** that this statement is not perfectly
correct.” We have not the smallest doubt that humanity has
prompted this hape, but we apprehend that humanity will be
toand to have less to do with this subject than is generally su
posed. The more severe the disenses, and the moere violent the
injuries, the greater will the mortality be of course ; but, at the
same time, it is evident that a greater mass of human misery is
selected for sllevistion. Before we make comparisans of the
relative mortality of different hospitsls, we should be well in-
formed of the nature of the cases received into them. The aseer-
tion, ** that the greater the mortality, the more useful the hos-
pital,” must obvions] be taken under great limitations, and ex-
eluding altogether those hospitals where the deaths have been
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occasioned by ignorance, neglect, or gross mal-administration,
causes which we trust do not exist in any European establish-
ment. [n some of our own best hospitals we believe the morta-
lity to be highest; and, at the HnJDieu, the mortality slways
kept with the improvements, and the extension of its real
beﬁegl:.ﬁ Between the years 9 and 11 of the republic, when
the ameliorations were progressive, the mortality increased from
one in seven to one in six, and in the early part of the latter
ir to one in four, The principle which this fact illustrates
as been held by some emioent and humane physicians,—Uby
Frank in Germany, and by Bureerivs in Italy. Upon the
whole, numerous preliminary considerations are required, before
an opinion can fairly be proncunced upon the mortality of any
bospital, but our limits will not admit of discussing them here ;
we shall, therefore, turn to Dr Carter.

Whoever wishes for an account of the Museum of Florence
need not open the present publication. Two pages, the matter
of which makes no amends for the trouble of turning them over,
contain the whele. Dr Carter tells uvs, that artists are at pre-
sent employed upon & series of wax casts, illustrative of com-

arative analomy. Some preperations of the brain have

n mentioned to os as surprising ﬂ"d mens of the beauty and
correctness of these preparstions.  'We trust that the ariists are
better paid now than they formerly were. Under the old go-
vernment, their allowance was so mtm-ablj smell for themselves
. and their families, that fomine and despair drove some of them
to suicide. The prosent government, we are also informed, has
abolished the professorships attached to the musenm by the
French, The result must be injurious, if not ebsolutely de-
structive, to that splendid collection.

Dr Carter is silent on the snatomical thestre, whero some
of Maseagni's celebrated preparations are still to be seen, al-
though, as might have been expected from the hurricd way in
which they were prepared, in & decayed state. ‘The present
surgeon of Napolenn Bonaparte, Antornarchi, is prepaving &
splendid work on the subjecty 85 on amosement for his leisure
bours at St Flelena, Dir Carter only mentions the hospitals of
St Bonilacio and Santa Maria Nuova ; he does not give us any
account of an hospital wlich, we believe, was opened for fever
cases smine lime ago, opposite Lhe former. We should heve much
wished to know the rules and regulotions adopled for it, and to
have an opportunity of comparing them with those of similar es-
tablishments in England, and with our own at the Roynl Infir-
mary and Queensberry Houose, «

Dr Carter makes no mention of the kitchen of the hospital at

. v %
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Flovence, tl!rhn'ngﬁh it merits every attention, from.the ingenuity
with which il is fitted up, and for the saving of fuel which is
produced by the structore of its grates. The flame is confined
iu an iron chamber, ite intensity is moderated by dampers, and
it ia directed laterally reund pots, several of which it is
made to heat at the sume time, nt an expence of only one thied
the quantity of fuel employed in ordinary kitchens. 'This in-
vention is due to o Florentine, whose name we lament thot we
do not oow recollect. It has been in use for several years, both
ot Fiorence and Sienoa, {where also the chemical lnborntory is
fitted wp on the same plan,) and it has certainly long preceded,
if it did oot suggest nany of the inventions of more modern
times. In the preperstion of every species of food wherein
vegetable and farinaceous matters are employed, which, by their
grovity, fall to the bottom of the boiler, great riek is incor-
red, il the flame ﬂiml]r strikes upan that point, of pmdunins
an empyreuvmatic favour by the burning of these matters. To
prevent this, Count Rumford used a doohle bottomed boiler.
In the common boiler, constant stirring becomes mecessary,
l]ilﬁng which operation the steam escapes, wrrying off with it
much heat, snd often diffusing a very faint and sickly smell
throughout the hospital, besides affording a frequent opportunity
to the servants of abstracting the contents, under the pretence
af prur.rvinﬁl them, & practice which seems to come peculiarly
under the well known culinary proverh, ¢ That too many cooks
il the broth.” Bot when tll:e heat does not directly affect
e bottorn of the boiler, and the “vepetables. &e. lie below the
level of the Alame, they are equally well boiled ; the necessity of
stirring is obwiated ; the broth may be placed under lock and
key, and ull chance of burning is effectually prevented, Drv
Hope has fitted up the boilers in the Edinburgh Hoyal Infir-
m?(z on this very impertant principle.

r aothor mentions the establishment for lunatics; and
etates, that, in one of the corridors, allotted for the men, there
was & very bad smell; which seemed to argue some neglect in
removing offensive matters from the cell.  Dir Carter has amit-
ted to mention the structure of these cell. They have each o
privy within them, (as we find by notes taken on the spot,) s

Duisance, in our apinion, for such a place, except, possi-

ly, for the fatuotis or the furions, who must neccssurily be can-
fined. For the former nnfortunate class of beings, however,
the contrivance at Antwerp appears to us much better, where
the torpid idiots are seated and secored to a chaise percé.

We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of mentioning in this
place the admirable contrivance of Mr Sylvester atthe Derby Ge-
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neral Hospital, for cbviating the foul efluvia of the water-closets
of thet house. The particulars would be unintelligible without
a plan, for which we must refer to his most ingenious work.® ‘The |
seat, ond the mode of supplying water, are on the same principles
as in Bramah's ordinary spparatus; but the great superiority of
Mr Sylvester’s plan is, that the water-closets are lreed from their
fetor, without En least care of the person using \hem. On his
entcance, he flls them with fresh air, while, by the motion of
the door, which is rendered air-tight, the foul air is forced off
h the roof. On bis shotting the door, fresh nir is left
behind. Every one knows what noisances these closets are
when, from ignorance or neglect, any of the tubes are filled up
with dirt or rags; or when, from frequent frietion, or from
chemical decomposition, occasioned i:l;ale action of the gascs
evolved from the feces, the metallic materials of the paus, or
the wires communicating with the cisterns, have been injured.
Every attempt, therefore, to improve them is an object of pri-
mary importance io an hospital. In the Derby Hospital just
mentioned, the ingenuity of Mr Sylvester has been extended to
almost oll the other branches of domestic economy; and, by
r management, heoted air and steam are made subservient
to the imporiant purposes of cooking, washing, drying, &c
It js with great pleasure we con inform such of our read-
ere as may have received a part of their medieal education
in our own Royal Tnfirmgry, that, under the ablé mansgement
and direction of our ingenious Professor of Chemistry, Dr
Hope, the sgency of steam and heated air bas been called
into amction in the kitchen, wash-house, and drying room of
that building; as far as its original structure will at all permit.
Our author appeats to have been twice at Rome § in 1514-15,
and in’ the spring of 1818. 'We have in vain looked in his work
for information on the subject of the new clinical school insti-
tuted by Pope Pivs VII. There lies before us, bowever, the
first volume of the work already alluded to, from which we are
furnished with some particulsrs of 1his institution. 4+ It ap-
E:" that funds were wenting wherewith to found a new
pital, and thercfore four wards of the Sonto Spirito were
given up for the purposes of the new establishment, while,
st the same time, a surgical clinical school was founded
in m part ¢t the Hmpiuf of St Jaumes for incorables, and

* Philesopby of Domestic Economy, &e. By C. Sylvester, Engineer. 4o,
Nn‘;tlnghimiul?. .

Hatie Instituti Clinbei Romanl 2 prime ejus exordio ad Kal, Septembei

1816, Exposita a J de Matheis, Rorme, m?ﬂ. s =
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placed onder the charge of Joseph Sisco. The ordinary
physicians to the medical clinical school are Joseph Tagliabo
and Joseph de Mauhais, who take the duty alternately for
three months.  Falcioni was assistant physician, and Flajani is
aszistant surgeon, and especially charged with the department
of morbid anetomy. There are also -two consulting physicians,
Lupi and Morichini,—the only two medical' men of Rome, by
the bye, whose names are mentioned by Dr Certer, The name
of the latter is familiar to Eugl;il'ht{hilmphen by his experi-
ments on the mugnttinini f.ownraf & violet rays, The second
volome of the nbove work has not reached us; it is to be edited
by Tagliabo. The part already published is by Da Mattheeis, and
contains an acconnt of the clinical establishment of Santo Spi-
rito, and a topographical sccount of Rome, together with some
meteorological tables ; tabnlar specimens of the practice; = ta-
ble of admismions, discharges, and deaths ; nnd & toble of the
bospital diet. The admissions from November 1813 to August
1816 were 227 ; the deaths for the same pericd, 24, The most
fatal disesse was pneumonia s six patients having died out af
thirty affected with it. The most frequent forms of disease were
intermittents and rheomatism ; and we were sorry to see no
fewer than nine cases of variola. OF syphilis three cases only
were admitted.
The diet in this hospital will appear singular to the English
ﬁihysir;ium There are no less then seven different rates. gl"h'l:
west i beef-broth 38, with the yolk of an egp, morning and
Euuiug. The full diet consists of no more than six cunces of
bread, ten drams of gruel, three ounces of beef, and six of wine,
morning and evening. The weight of the groel is determined
by that of the raw larinaccous material, which is varied daily.
xtra allowance of bread, wine, egg, 8c. are left Lo the discre-
tion of the escribing physician. Tha Ful[gnlu, on the day
before their discharge, receive & double quantity of wine the;.r
are then transferred in & wheel carriage to a convalescent hospi-
tal, where they are kept for three doys before their final dismissal,
We by no means wish to recommend complicated or parsi-
monious systems of diet; but we cannot avoid expressing our
conviciion, that our British hospital dietary is too high in many
instances, and that a most serious improvement might be made,
both in & medical and fnancial point of view, by_?ulinwing the
example of some foreign hospitals in their diet for acute caser,
We may take some future opportunity of offering to our resd-
&3, comparative views of (Efngluh]ishcd dietaries in some of
the principal bospitals of England and the Continent; and we
are moch mistaken if we cannot prove that the diet in many
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fnrz‘iﬁn hotpitals iz muoch better adapted to medieal purposes
than io our own, and without being oearly equeal in expence.

The articles Leghorn and Naples, in addition to thoss already
ndverted to, elose the Italian division of Dr Carter's work, ©F
Leghurn he speaks in high general terms of praise. It appears,
from his account, that at the hospital for women, the patients
who are able to work are obliged to spin, sew, &c. Half the
produce of their laboor goes to the establishment, and haif to
themselves, provided the work hes been done for & private
individual, but il for the bospital, they anly receive one third.
This plan he suggests for consideration in :Ez%l“d- He
mentions nmhin? of the hospitals of Naples. 1 ) twenty
lines contsin all he says in the whole article, but we take
advantage of the opportunity of informing our readers, that we
understand a new mode of employing mercury is just now in
vogue at Neples. Every one recollects the unfortonate Dr
Cirillo's employment of the saline preparations in ocintment ;
his chief application wos the corrosive sublimate applied to the
soles of the feet ; and it iz stated by those who have used it to
be very n,‘]la_lidrjr obsorbed. Mr Tarreillbe, of Strasburgh, pro-
posed, in the year 1810, to rub the common ointment inta the
glans and prepuce in men, and to the labis in women. The
absorplion from these suclaces is sstonishingly quick, and Mr
Torreillhe conceives that he gains a great n.dunt.ngﬁ,'bypur.
suing the enemy on the direct route. In the new Nespolitan
mode, & portion of cintment is placed in the axills, whence,
without any friction ml'h.al.lz'ihl:.l'J it is rqpif.llg taken up into the
constitution, ml:-urding to the sccounts we have received. We
had prepared some few hints on Dr Quadrs new mode of
treating bronchocele by seton, but as we can now refertoa
full aceount of it by Dr Somerville, principal inspector of military
hospitals, in the lately published volume (10th) of the Medico-
Chirurgical "Tronsactions, we shall not enlarge on the subject.
We mey mention, however, as an article of medical news, that
the veteran Cotugno is stll alive at Naples, and meditating
anuther professional publication,

The countries or hospitals which have been occupied by our
armics, are more Jdwele on by Dr Carter, than those upon
which we were more onxious for intelligence ; and, accordingly,
we find, that Sicily, Lisbon, Holland, and the Netherlands, sre
spoken of somewhst more diffusely than other places; in-
decd, more than half his volume is dedicated to them.

We find nothing upon which we shull detain our readers in
the article on Sicily, which is now so well known, by means of
the work of the late army physician, Irvine. .
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Under the head Lisbon, he speake in snccession of its hose
pitals, the state of medicine, the climate and the discases. We
shall not follow him oo these well known subjects.  He beara tes
timony to the immense improvements effccied in the Portuguese
bospitals, by the sorgeons of the British ermy, and he speaks
uf those :‘ﬂ::rﬂprint to the British themselves in terms of due
praise.  The hospital occupied by the royel artillery he charac-
terizes s & model of nestoess and order, and he might,
with equal justice, have extended the same eulogium to those
ocoupied by every otber bronch of the service:  We bave visited
them all, and we might compose an entire mamair on what we
saw and what we thought ; but the best practical illusiration that
we can give of the zeal and intelligence which directed the
medical department of the Peninsular army, is the following
fact. Duriog the ten months from the siege of Burgos to the
battle of Vittorin inclusive, the total sick and wounded which
passer] through the hospitals was 25,948, By the unremitting
and welkdirected exertions of Sir James M'Grigor, and the
medical saff under bis orders, the army took the field prepara-
tory to the battle, with a sick list under 5000! For twenty
successive days it marched towards the enemy, and in less than
one month after it bud defeated them, it mostered within shirly
men a8 strong as before the action; and this foe without rein-
forcements _from England ! 1* Whether the illustrious captain
whao led this favoured army, experienced in his own person the
skill of his physicians, or whether, like the Roman conqueror,

@ He had a fever when be was in Spain, §

we know not; but of this we sre convinced, thet no general,
cither of modern or ancient times, ever owed so much to those
who conducted the medical concerns of his 1roops.

The hospitals of Leyden, Antwerp, Ghent, and Brussels, ore
spoken of by Dr Carter in terms of high praise. From our own
knowledge we can corroborate his general testimony, and did
our limits permit, we could furnish many interesting particulars,
which have sltogether escaped his attention.

His ncconnt of the clinical lectures at Glhent is the Lest thin
in his book, and es we have so frequently had oceusion to fin
tanlt, it is but fair that we should let Dr Carter speak for bim-
self, where, in our opinion, he does it to any edvantage.

* Zee Gutbric on Gombot Wounds, Preface. ‘The raoks were recraited by
eonvalecents.

t Jobius Caeeary Al Laf, Scene #d.
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¢ Tt is chiefly on acconnt of the clinical lectures, that T have said
any thing aboul this hespital. They are given every mormiag from
cight to nine o'clock. How useful and instractive thoy are [ can
testify from expericnce, very shorl experience indeed, but such as
was sufficient to coable me to appreciate their advantages, and Lo
make me lament that they ore not more attended to in our great hos-
pitals at home. The patients for these lectures, who are selected out
of the great mass, are distributed among such of the popils as are
aufficlently sdvanead to be able te examine them properly, and Lo

rescribe for them in tho absence of the physician. Whea the pro-
essor visits them, the several pupils are expacted to give & clear ac-
count of the state of their paticats, of the symptoms, &e. Theic
mistekes are corrected by the professor; and when | was at the hos-
pital, he corrected them in so clear and decisive, yel, at the same.
time, 0 mild o manner ; he so kindly commended those who had
been ossiduous, and so good naturedly rebuked those who had been
remiss, that [ am sure his pupils must be attached to him, and, if
they are good for any thing, must profit by his instructions. *

“ Afier each pupil had described the case assigned to him, and had
mentinned what treatment he had adopted, the professor gave his sen=
timents upon it at some length, if he considered it an imporiant one ;
o short, gave a real clinical lecture. At the time these notes were
writlen, there bappencd to be some interesting eases in the hospital,
for a fever, of a typhoid type, was prevailing epidemically in tho
town. I observed two or three recent cases, but the majurity af
those which | saw were convalescent. The treaiment appeared Lo have
been judicious and successful. Topical blood.letting scomed to hava
been very generally employed, and with marked bencfit wherever
there existed much affection of tho head or of the chest.  Affection
of the chest, indued, was & very commaon attendant of the fover which
punll.cd this year at Ghent. Ty phus, with catarrhal symptlons,
was marked wpou several of the slmes attnched (o the patients*
bedst pp. 188—2U1.

He gives more than usaal infermation in his article Amater-
dam. s;n the hospital of 5t Peters ot that place, the wages of
the men servants are 20d. those of the women 15d., with some-
thing extra for tea or coffee, and both sexes are boarded. In
this hospital, there sppears to be a weekly statement of the
punber of patients in the house, the sdmissions, discharges,
and deathe. It is capable of conteining 600 patients, by pla.
cing beds down the middle of the wards. This practice is
extremely injudicious, and should never be had recourse to.

% @' The present clinical prefessor is Dr Van Rotterdam, to whom I feel much
indebted for acquainting me with the manner in which medical studies ane
conducted in the univenity of Ghent, and for putting me in the way of form

ing & judgment rerpectiog them myself,”
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"We may bare cbecrve, that jt bas been latoly the practics ot the
Samo Spirito of Rome, by way of saving the funds, to crowd
the patients into one ward, while meny others are left empty.
In 18}8, thers were sctually Ave ranges of beds in some wnrﬁi
The foundations for lunatics appear to have excited an un-
umal degree of juterest in cur author, snd to thut of Amster-
dam he essigns & larger space than to all the establishments of
Milan, Pldgul;. end Piss, put together. The medical officers
are two physicians aad two sur #; the number of lunatics,
EO men and 90 woman ; but of the dist, of the funds, we have
ne accoent. ‘The governors' sppesr to control the condoct of
the hea?au'irh much simictoess, and the morel treatment of
the patients is pursued with grest propriety and attention. Wa
trast wa shall not be supposed tw advocate the system of seve-
rity, Upnecessary severity we deprecate ; and all curtailment
of the mational comforts of the patients we amre decidedly
averse from ; but we muat say, that there is a certain whining
cant of bumanity in which we hear many persons indulge, a
compliance with the suggestions of which, seems moch more cal-
culated far the yl?lﬁ:gul.i.nn of the visitors than the' benefit
of the patients.* A constaut inspection by the proper autho-
rities will go far to correct ubuses, but these inspectorial visits
are not of such modern date. or of such e xelusively British ori-
in, os we are in the habit of supposing. 1u the twellth contury,
pjamin, the Jew of Tudels, found & lurg; building at Hm.,rd-;i,
called ¥ the Hougse of Mercy,” destined for the reception of las
natice. 1 were in chains, it is true, but the magistrates
made & monthly visitation of them, and -uffired those'who had
recovered their reason to return to their friends. +
The doe cccupation of their time s & point of essential utility
to lupaties. At the bospital approprioted for their reception at
Berlin, the employment of every hour is fixed, and s arnounced
1o the patients by signal; each individual is lully occupied, and
the strictest discipiine is meintained. Perhaps, as hus been ob-
served to wn by an enlightened friend, this miliary appropriation
of time is not conuistent with our E:nghh manners aned idoas of
liberty. This may be the case ; but, in some -hape or other, we-
are advocates for the regular employment of lunstics. It has
often struck us, that what is true of other hospitals mey be said of

® A pasient who i quiet the moment 3 irong iron handeuff in applied,
will senowly injure himself or his keepers in a manacle of leather ; Mﬁﬂﬂ
gﬁtrﬂmggﬁnghﬁ: first, and he rarely loses hope of excapiog from

Beojaminia Ticeratium.  8vo. Lugd. Bax, 1638, P, 65,
YOLl. XVI. HoO, 62, o



a8 Dr Carter on Foreign Hopitals. Jan.

those for Junatics ;—to make them places of recrestion and in-
dulgence, which the unfortunate inmates never experienced in
their healthy state, is a very likely mode of insuring their return,
after o lemporary absence at their own homes and ordinary oc-
cupations. ‘There is an ingenious plan odopted at Sonnenstein
Lunatic Asylum, near Dresden, an establishment where bodily
exercise is looked upon as of great importance in the treatment.
By this plan, sluggish patients, who cften lounpe about the fre
ol day, and sleep very litde at night, are obliged to exert them-
stlves ; they are plated in a machine somewhat on the principle
of the wheel formerly employed for the reception of torn-spitdogs;
they are propetly secured, to prevent all injury ; sfter the first step
made in this machine, the person within must necessarily con-
tinue to move his limbs as in walking. By these means, after
some Lime, fatigue to any extent may be produced, and the patient
often falls into o sound and refreshing sleep. Ancther very use-
ful contrivance, and of great simplicity, is employed at Berlin to
reatrain furious patients, They are seatcd in a chairg the hands
secured in proper gloves, but their feet not allowed to touch the
floor. This prevents all violent motion oe effectually as possible.
The inventor we know not; the 'machine, etated to be used near
Dresdon, is employed by Dr Piegpitz. But all this time we
have forgot Dr Carter.

Qur opinion of his work scarcely ires summing up ;=—
Had it entitled Memoranda, or Sketches, or any thing
that did not impl{ a deseription of hospitals, climates, and dis-
eases, we should have tisen from the perusal with diminished
disappointment. 'We lament this, becavse Dr Carter is, if we
are not mistaken, the first trovelling Fellow of Oxford, who has
given nrz sccount of his medical labours; and, on the allow-
ance of L. 300 per annum for ten years, half of which were to be
spent in trnrnl]ing for the improvement of physic, much might
have been done to fulfil the intentions of Radeliffe, ond many im=
pertant facts might have been collected.  Far be it from us to in-
sinunte that Dr Carter has not improved himself; indeed, we be-
lieve that no man can have travelled o long without having acqui-
red much vselul knowledge ; but we must say, that be has been
ii;gﬂlﬂﬂ}f unforiunate in his attempt ot commuoicating it to
others.
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