SKETCHES
OF THE

MEDICAL PROFESSION IN IRELAND,

Réduction of the Present Term of Medical
Graduation in the University of Dublin econ-
sidered.

“ Tur progressive increase of the medi-
cal graduates at:Edinburgh during the last
fifty iyears, appears from the following table
of the humbers who received the degree of
M. D, during each successive period of five
years, ending

Years Graduates.
781y omiimanneasgrsa 128
1786 aeieseneansans 131
b R T TR 1 ¢
1796 wesvisnnnsnens 17D
1B0L, sicimewivpn sins iv, g
1806 -w U_Illll----.l 2'}@
1B emmaisngmagions 208
ABRG. ol civo rrsavere  S66
1821 saiunenes-nasn D34
1826 TR L IR N 5?‘*
Total vvuuvy 2792
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Of these 819 were Scottish, 706 English,

848 Trish, 225 from the British colonies,
(and 193 foreigners of all descriptions. A,
Dunean, jun., Edinburgh Medical and Sur-
gical Journal, 1827.”

The article from which the preceding
[statement has been selected, teems with
|important intelligence to that part of the
 profession who take an interestin their own
| respectability, and the education of their fu-
[ ture members. Tt may with eonfidence be
| considered a proclamation, embodying the
' opinions and intentions of the University of
| Edinburgh, on the much agitated questions
| of exacting higher qualifications in litera-

ture, philosophy, and professional science,
from graduates in medicine and surgery.
| Lest the public might mistake it for the
mere production of an individual, or the
routine criticism nf an editor, it is signi-
ficantly endorsed with the signature of a
gentleman uniting the several functions of
Iibrarian, registrar, and professor in his per-
son, in that institution. In this official ulti-
matum, as it may be well called, it is
asserted in very direct and dictatorial terms,
that the Scotch school is determined to pur-
sue that course through which it has arrived
at its present bousted prosperity, and to
oppose, by every means in its power, all the
advances of suggested innovation. Through-
out the long and elaborate reasoning by
which this resolution is attempted to be
justified, much disparagement of every other
British college is mingled ; and from the
general tenor of the discourse, it might be
inferred, that /Fsculapius and his daughter
Iygeia had really descended from the skies,
and fixed their terrestrial residence in the
capital of Scotland. With the arguments
by which the writer endeavours to prove
that a liberal education is unnccessary for
students in medicine, I shall have nothing
to do—that portion only of the document
relating to Ireland shall claim my attention,
The absurdity of his positions on the former
topie, even if they had not been overturned
a thousand times, might protect them from
the respect of a refutation ; but his tauntg
nnd misrepresentations of the state of medi-
cal affairs in Treland, besides being as yet
unnoticed by any other writer, furnish
me with an appropriate opportunity of sub-
mitting a long-cherished proposition to the
protession of that country. I lhave never
indeed read an essay which so compendi-
i ously supplies all the requisites for enforcing
| the necessity of the objects contemplated in
| these papers—the correction of abuses in
| the professional establishments of Dublin,
| and the elevation of that city intoa national
school of medicine. To secure the latter
object, the execution of the former duty
geemed an indispensable step in the pro-
cess; for, men must see their faults before
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mm& ‘them, ; Howpver , many, oy
iffer 28 to the manney, in which that.task
was perfoomed, nops, 6t leaat, who read the
arithmetical sarcasm. om, Lrish institutions,
quoted at the head of. this paper,.can deny
the urgent provacatios Ao severity.of een-
sure. On the present gceasion, however, 1
should willingly exchapge remonstrance for
persnasion—steep my pen im. the very
# milk of humsn kindness,”” instead of dip-
ping it in the ¢ tincture of galls,”” if oaly
one symptom of recovery from their apathy
were discoverable in the .patrons of these
establishments. But it is not surely in the
remarkable circumstance of such an insult
as has been quoted, being three months in
type without an answer from any Dublin
practitioner, that we are to look for such a
sight of returning regeneration. The in-
structed representative of a rival university
sneers at the school of Dublin—talks of
drishmen being dependent on his college
for degrees—totals up Irish students in his
baolance-sheet as if they formed part of his
stoek in trade—and vauntingly announces
that they exceeded the number of Scotch-
men who greduated at Edinburgh dunag the
last fifty years, by e majority of twenty-
seven! [Eight hundred and forty-seven
Bcotch doctors imperted into the country in
half a century, and such an establishment
as Trinity College in existence! If pa-
triotism were other than a name, and public
spirit not extiact in the Irish heart, it might
be expected that such an announcement as
‘this would inflame the cheeks of the pro-
fesmsion of the country into one universal
bluah of shame, and amite their very hearts
-with penitent indignation. Though mybopes
ere faint that it will stir one muscle of their
marble physiognomies ; nay, though I am
conscious 1t will be perused with cold-
blooded indifference by some of the heredi-
tary colonists of Ireland, who seem alike to
delight in the degtadation of the science
and the libertiod of their country; yet I bave
been induced to.expose this merited taunt
on their inactivity, with the expectation,
that if it should not awaken a pational im-
pulse in their -breast, it might stimylate
them to exertion: through the less honour-
able motives of avarice awpd pelf-intereat.

Nemo adeo ferus est,
’ Posﬂit:

8i modo pereunie patientem accommodet

surem : o

is am interpolation of the part which
they will understand, snd like the generals
in the decline of the Greek and Roman
empires, when glory had been spted  and
valour collapsed, I would point to the gold

qui mon’ mitescere

in the enemy’s camp, dnd te}l the medical.
veterang of Dublia who_ recline on their,

arms, there is your recompense, if you have

@,ﬂ]{;;,;the’fq:m" go f0 pake qun;-'m.‘_; Byt
perhaps T erw in thus precedin,
pasu.io}:t, and defeaf Ely oﬂ%ggf?‘iﬁ

citing the hostility of thosd ‘whioti’f insdfi
rat']aegr conciliaté:Y “Be ‘it “so ; ‘thouRY’ Al
Irishman whose feelings wduld' Whif’l‘f_ﬁife
roused by discussion on this' sdbject, 1&nbt
likely to be acted upon by hp'jf_! ¢85 of
persuasion, nor deserves such ‘a triBdte of
respect to his judgment. Enoligh, Howdvef,
it is to be boped, of nationality réniin® di-
extinguished in the country to syfnphit} ish
with the sentiments expressed, hud ro-méRit
the deference of an exposition bf thé dirti-
ject; it is for such men that thé follbwing
refutation of the statement alluded’to i¥ fi-
tended, and the proposal natul'jglljrf‘i'i;'in;g
out of it, depending. s
The writer of these teflectfbds. on”® the
School of Dublin, having condenséd his ‘zils-
representation into the managéable b &'{.‘glﬁf
8 paragraph, its dissection will oé "but
little time. He commences 'his™ ¥ulidtme
panegyric on the Scottish Univétsity,dnd
implied censure on the Dublin 'CiRege; "in
the following scrap of his dcrhestic” Hifd-
facture, political ecomomy. *¢’Thersi¥ fo
surer criterion of the valye of ally cotmbatd
then the demand fofnilt,'takejll‘itj'_‘i:‘&nﬁ? :
with its price.” e application’ "of the
séimnonsl the counter tqpfhﬁ,"ﬂﬁiﬁj of a
liberal profession, is at least clardctéribtic
of the Scotchman, and worthy of that dduse
which is attempted to be upheld by thig pro-
found apothegm of the shambles wnd the
fish-market. e philosophy ~of  pfUfit] ‘it
would seem, has been so mtich t}re'_'i;ttﬁdjjlfof‘
his life, that it is not at a1l surpHsing” liis
first illustration should be ‘drawtl frohf’ Hia
favoyrite study, and that hid Ybye ! *Etbe
“siller,” should not only DIAd" Hiin "t an
error in Lis own standard, but to thb ‘gh-
surdity of applying such a séile 6 Hiftters,
which' bear no anvalogy tp the: %aﬂ‘é@
of the shop. For it o hagplﬁl , “that
neither the 'demand, ‘the' plid 3.‘"1] ¥ Ybth
taken together, denote the valak'bf UdyAr-
ticle, since there' are many tﬁl‘%ﬁ‘ Which
bring the highest prices of no~ ¥; gﬁ £ (R
while others of the g‘reﬂte;‘t"iﬁt_ﬁlf (RHE He-
mand, may be had free of coat } of !E‘HE ?2 Yebr,
the water with whicli' the lehrhed rian
removes the dust from his nge¥s; i idndtier

instance; of the former, the p4rf, “Fth
which it may be presumeéd Né ‘ghtthera
the after-dinner nroma of bjs *¢ kall‘aitl” hia

Laggis.”” . Whether he meant a’fij¢h ptice
or alow one, is hot very efidént “ﬁ_'ﬁm“_lhe
context; but, as it'shall | ééﬁ‘imr‘eéﬁer.
such a disclosure 'would ndt' havé bquated
with bis design. From thi’ 1da¥; ginee ex-
pladed clap-trap of’ the E88Hohilst, ' e hre
favoured with . the' ngl’o;vilf 'cbtl‘l'l:'_]ﬁ_ifon.
“ When estimated” by thif standdéd “wé* are

led to this co’iic'ltfsi'ilﬁ‘:,“thﬂt'tﬁe”“d@ﬁﬁé“of
: ‘ o U
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M D, got at Edinbargh, is more valued
bgthé: gﬁﬂi’c, 1N the datnd degres wirefl
abfained at other Universities.” Stop, Saw-
ney,\ tl we examine the'legitintacy of the
sequence of your commeréitl énthymemé,
Ts thé publie a judge of the value of medical
degrees? of medical education? ‘'of what
passes In the lecture rooms and examination
halls of Universities? No, no ; if the puble
was sufficiently enlightened on these sub-
Jects, he would scarcely have thas ventured
to appeal to such a tribunal. But in confir-
mation of the public opinion, we are mnext
favoured with the intelligence, that ¢ Stu-
dents from all parts of the British Empire
come to present themselves as candidates
for the highest honours of medicine, al-
though these might be obtained elsewhere
at a Jess cost of time and expense; because
they themselves value it more, and' the
believe 'f‘mebe'more esteemed by the public.”
In _ﬁiﬁf'ih:ivérsities. except those which
no respectable practitioner would avow, a
degree cap be attained at less cost of time
_ah.;;“__é_%geq.'qe than at Edinburgh, I am not
ama@., It ?aﬁuot be in Oxford,—in Cam-
yridge ; certainly not in Dublin; where,
‘therefore, this Eldorado of cheap degreesis
19 ‘@.yxiﬂ.“I should like to be informed.
Perhaps’ the universities of Aberdeen and
St. Andrew’s are understood ; though the
w‘:ﬁg’;{ﬁii‘ght not have wished to reviveold re-
g:p]lé(itj@us,_b)r stating the names of these vir-
-1-1?5&_8 A'!i‘!.e'i-s, whose favours, until verylately,
€ the advice of a quack doctor, were to be
obfained .by remittance and the post. To

the ghare of triumph which Edinburgh de-
rﬁ' % rom a comparison with these insti-
tpt%mé?,ﬁe is, perfectly welcome, ¢ Very
t}f'l_,r’ ‘continues this candid reasomer,
: @; nniversity of Edinburgh confers the
%}rpghdf M. D. on gentlemen who have
y obtained A. B.from Trinity College,
Jublin, and who might ultimately obtain
. 'Ig” ‘and M.D. in their originalalma mater,
o%, dd sundein, i Cambridge or Oxford.” It
is';;hify a;_aj)',lehdid feat, a Tact worthy of an
7 tatiou " gasconade, for the University
Qgt-ﬁdf urgh to confer medical degrees on
1%?132% e bachelois of arts. Bat
ﬁ#epﬁo}ﬁ‘;fﬁmimn know the cause of this
dubbing of Frish students with Seotch titles
1t jsqmfe ympossible for one holding 4 situa-
tion which makes him necessarily acquaint-
ed wlj[ﬁ; t]:.}é’ }q“‘s of every British C‘qllege,
ta be ignorant on the subject; and the con-

cealment ' of 3?6 real cause of such' an

-anomaly i;’ﬁ‘o'ﬁ:ﬂl of the sincerity evinced

wiroughout the ‘Whale of his sophisticated

s,ﬁqté)nig {- “He must have beco perfectly

aware, that tljlé_ ordinary time, and cofise-

qu(eilﬂx%flg gxpense, of ohtstlmng an M. D.._

are thice gs great in the University of Dub-
llq Fsr.‘l‘)} Ao bl R § i 2 £
reason, why sfudents are obliged to emigrate
No, 198,

bifah ; and that this is the’
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to another college, where their objects are
#tfinKH¥e" oA éusier | conditions. - The aes:
Kabwlddgmatit; Kowever, of 'this eironi-
stanes; would  buvd &xposed the folly of his
comphitison) a8 né! inference of the estima~
tion' Hr wiitdr ‘any 'two articles ‘are held,
cotild ‘Be figirly - drawn from' the demand ;.
oné' of ‘which Wae actessible to the pur~
chaser, the othet ‘placed out of hia rérch.
Were Dr. Dundan's hands tied up for a year
or 80, he would no'déubt consider it very
unfair to estimate his professional skill at
the end of that period, by the number of hia
prescriptions.  Ridiculous as such a stand-
ard would be, hear how triumphantly he
claps his wings, and erows out'the con-
cluding note of his eulogivm on the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh. ‘¢ This sufliciently proves
that the degree of M. D. from Edinburgh is
to some persons, and in some places, more
valuable than the same degree from these
other universities.” If Dr. Duncan be ig-
{norant of the causes which compel Irish
students to resort to Edinburgh, of the esti-
mation in which Scotch degrees are held in
Ireland, and of the description 'of persons
who frequent higschool, he ghall not be long
s0, as | shall take the trouble of giying him
the necessary information on each of theee
topics. :

There are two classes of students, diffet-
ing very widely in their professional and lite-
rary education,who leave Ireland annually 4o
graduate in Edinburgh. The first class con-
sists of pupils wlio have gradusted in arts,
and intend to become members of the Col-
lege of Physicians, and finally, Doctors of
the University of Dublin ; but who, wishing
to: anticipate the emoluments of their pro-
fession, put their half dozen of ticketsin
their pockets, cross the Channel, and im-
mediately on their return commence prac-
tice, which they could not have done for
many years had they waited the tardy ar-
rival of a depree in their native University.
To this respectable class of students also
belong the pupils of the Royal College of
Surgeous, whe, for no etherreason then to
qualify tirem to meet physiciana in consul-
tation, and toevadd certain resirictions
imposed on them by thatbody, take out the
necessary tickets dulring their . surgical
studiew, and having taken  lettors testimo-
nial,” as surgeons at home, pass over to
Edinburgh, and rettirn with's medic#! dégree
in thejr pocket, and their _ton’glrl"e'in their
cheek, at'the absurdity of the College of
Physicians. Not one of these sttidénts cares
a stfaw for the vmlue of Dr. Duncan’s de-
gree, forther than it aunthorizes some of
them to anticipate the slow proeess of mak-
ing a doctor in their own University ; and the
others to et in the double capacity of sur-
geon and ‘pliysician. .So far from attach-
Llng sny value to ‘such a degree,. there is

= Z
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not one of these pupils who daes not de-
spise it, and Iaufh at the folly of the ar-
rangements which compel them to aequire
such a bauble. 'T'he second, snd by far the
more numeraus class of pupils, is made up
of aspiring apothecarics, and other victims
ot ambitious poverty, who, unable to mect
the expunse of & medical eduention in Dub-
lin, sud Mr. Colles’s impost on pathology,
embark in the desperate adventuie of living
on salt herrings, und tahing u degree at
Edinburgh. These arc the hercic martyrs
of abstinence and study, who swell up the
Trish department in the album of Dr. Dun-

can’s University, and intend to practise in
the Irish villages, where ** dead men tell no |
ug tales”™ of their academic proficiency in
The time is not at all long past, |

science.
when u group of these studious pilgrims
might be se¢en on an October morning, tak-
ing their leave of the mountains in tlie north
of lreland, and bending their way to the
port of Belfast, with their stafts in their

Lands, amnd their half-moon bunnocks of

oaten cake patriarchally slung in a wallet
from their shoulders, to support the vis vite
on their journey to their ancestral institu-
tions in Scotland. Dr. Duncar has been
told, that the cause of Irish students golng
to Edinburgh, is not a choice, but a neces-
sity ; he lias been informed of the estima-
tion in which these students hold a Scotch
degree ; it now only remains for him to
see that the Trish public look upen such a
degree at Zero. In the way of proof, itis
quite engugh Lo remark generally, that there
is not a practitioner of any vminence in the
capitol or the provinces, who is not 2 mem-
ber of the College of Surgeons or Physi-
cigng in Ireland, and who dees not prac-
tige under the sanction of these bodies ;
ang, in short, that there is not a medical
officer of any tyust throughout the country,
filled by an exclusive graduate of I:'dinburgl;
not because there are laws to prevent their
acceptance of such situatious, but because
an Irish grand jury would as soon commit a
county infirmary to the cure of one of their
butlers, u3 to a mere Scotch diplomatist.
Irishmen, therefore, go to dinburgh, not
because they respect its degree ; not be-
cause they believe the public value it one
straw ; not becayse they imagine the teachers
or the opportunitics of learning are supe-
rior there to those at home ; but because
they find the time, the expense, and the
qualificatious less than in their native insti-
tutions, whose preposterous laws, unne-
cegsarily prolonging the period of gradua-
ton, yud multiplying expenses beyond the

me_?ns of solvency, thus drive them into
exile.

Under such circumstances, what should
be tha_ cou_ducg of the physicians and sur-
geona in Dublin?  They thus see their

countrymen compelled to expajrigte them-
selves’; lo shundop g capilol overflayng
with all the materiols of instruction ; 1o ye-
linguish all these advantages to whigh they
were borm with u natural right; they gee,
ves, cight hundred and forty-seven ofylﬁ:m
| vnrolled in the album of one sclieo!l in half s
century, without taking inte account these
y who graduated clsewhere during that time ;
and is it too wuch to ask now, i3 this emi-
| ¢ration to continue for ever—this exclusion
from natiomal education perpetugl—these
ubsurdities periodically to furnish every
seribbler with wn oppm-tuniti' of stigmatiz-
ing the institutions of Ireland 7 Shoyld nat
their desire to remave these evils digtance
deliberation—theiracts anticipate the adop-
lion ol advice ! Such, at least, would be
the conduct of men who felt for their repy-
tation, and wishied to give their coyntry the
benebit of a respectable and scientific hody
of practitioners. The evidence supplied by
Dr. Duncan’s statement, proves that such 3
body of practitioners de not exist im the
country, and that the Prqf.cnt regulations
of our three great medical ¢stablishments
are inadequate te accomplish so desirable an
ubject. Lach of these establishments is ip
fault: the principal error, however, i to be
 found in the statutes of the University. But
| is the removal of this errar practiable? and
| of what kind and to what extent should an
| alteration he made?

In offering a few remarks on each of these
lieads, I would wish that my anonywous in-
significancy should be lost sight of in the
importance of the subject, and that my views
should be considered abstractedly from the
authority of a name. 1 caun discover no ob-
stacle to the attainment of such achange in
the statutes of Trinity College, as would
remove the greater part of the evils pointed
out, other thun is to be found in the apathy
of the profession itsell. Such 3 change
could be effected in thie University, without
forfiiting one acre of its princely domains ;
without expending one shilling of its accu-
mulated wealth ; without disturbing one f
its present prerogalivea; nay, su_cll_a (:hap;q

would even tend to increase still mor :i
The alteration, \‘\;E&G

plethoric purse.
would redound so much to its own credif,
prosperity, and benefit to the couutry, is
nothing more than the reduction of the pre-
sent term of medical graduation in 'E
more practical and ugeful period of fomg
years. It would be merely to repesls l3w
which the improvement of the age a;l@'? e
obsolete, and the unsatisfied wa the
times have remdcred oppressive. law
made in the reigns of Eligabefl or Charles,
might be very well adapted to the exigen-
cies of the day in “‘hfﬁl it wag E‘Dﬁ(.‘h’.‘%.'

aud become not only “”léﬁ‘l“' but nrexjoug
in the pgogrens of gyenfs. The expedigncy,
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which theflpYompted the enabtiedit of this
wtatlite, now justifies ita repeal ; the power
wlhich Jetislated 'them “still exists, and
should, ou tlje samé Pificiple, be exercised
‘now. Fgr us moderns not to be useful to
oursclves, becouse our ancestors happened
10 make laws on certain matters, would be
not only tu act a'bsdrdly', but contrary to the
examply of ‘those whose institutes we pro-
pose to venerate, since these legislators
themsclves of the olden time, must have
innovat: d"61 some antecedlent custom. Of
the nacessity and propriety of such an alte-
ritien, it would be superfluous to ofter fur-
thier proof: but how 1s such an alteration to
be accomplished? T know not whether the
Bourd ot Irinity College is competent to
such a mru-ure without the intervention of
‘The legislature’; but were such a sanction
required. the College might reckon with
certainty on the efficient advocacy of their
present und late representative. Though
the apprabution am‘F concurrence of the
Board should be first secured, it could net
‘be expected that the project should origi-
nate with them. Tt ought, more properly,
% emauate from the medical deparmment of
f%éf establishinent. Much reputation us
Dr. Macartusy has acquired by his profes-
$ionul exertions, T doubt mach but it would
be eclipsed by leading in this patriotic en-
terprise, for which his feelings and taleuts
alike qualify him. Both he and his fellow
Professdrs must have felt the anomaly with
Tegret, of seving their pupils oblized to gra-
dunte in a forgizn institution. The teachers
under whom pupils stady, are surely the
fittest prrsons tu judge of their merits and
1o rewsrd their toils. By the existing laws,
this line of proceeding is entirely inter-
rupted, the professor being deprived of the
power of exercising 4 natural nght, and the
pupil of the pleasure and adventage of re-
ceiviny the lanrel from congenial hands. I
believe T am insensibly adopting the lan-
guage and sentiments bf Mr. Carmichael on
this subject { But Fstiould not hesitate, even
designedly, "to~echo the opinions of so en-
lightened an authority. The whole burthen,
however, should ndt fall on the school of
physie ; u portion, dnd no small orie, of the
tryuble, should De tdken by the whole pro-
fession, both medieal and surgical ﬁ:eh
knowledge of the defectd of the present or-
dinances, and . the respectability of their!
haracter, woull ensure attention to any|
"_x"opositidu which they might submit to the
gonsideration of the Board of Trinity Col-
Tege'or the Jegislature.. There is no ¢lash-
ﬂgof interests,, that L know of, to prévent |
the ¢o-operation of both proféssions in this

national wndertaking,  ** Vis wnita” fortior,”

thé more éngaged in it, the more certain the

guceesst Lt B:lf & few . of the influential

thembers of both patties for a. commiltee]

liold & «¢ consultation’> on the subjeet, and
they will soon find the smothered embers of
national emotion revive around them -inan
irresistible flame. It is but too often the
custom with many, to judge of the merits of
a ‘proposition by the chances of its adoption
and success, to stigmatize every proposal as
impracticable, even before an attempt has
been made to carry it into execution. To
such ¢ver-wise mortals, who mistake their
own phlegm for the inspirations of pru-
dence, and cautiously suspend their appro-
bation until theory comsolidates into events,
I can only reply in the language of the poet:

Si quid novisti, reetius istis
Candidus imperti, si non his utere mecum,

Erixensis.
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MEDICAL PROEESSION IN IRELAND.

Reduction of the present Term of Medical Gra-
-duation in the University of Dublin.

(Continued.) -

“Trz"contlusion of a former Skeétch had
meérely-digelosed-the: proper object of that
paper. . So much space had. been oceupied
in " laying ‘the’ Scoteh Entellus on his back,
that!littte” Yoomr remsingd for' enfofcing the
propositionsnaturally arising out of liis state-
ments, -for pointing out its beneficial con-
sequences, and the most judicious means of
carryingrit into‘execution. Imperfeet, how-
ever,.asithe rexposition: of - thut measure
muét havesbeen under-such circamstances,
its-obriousiéxpediency ‘secured it-a favour-
ablereceypiion; and the public opinion is not
wrésted- torany -egotistical -purposes, when
it'isstatedysthat the propesal has met with
the:unqualified @pprobation of every medi-
calomanzinsdieland.-+Hneouraged: by ' this
general-eoncordance of ‘opinion; as well' as
byithat;desiverof miaking: Dublin' a regular
sehool:ofiithe! meédical “sciences, which' is
evetylidepuibecoming move “matifest ‘and’
powerfil i Eeshall ‘endeavour-to place: the'
subjectinavariety of dights /in ‘the subse:
quentipagesundians the more willing toun-'
dertakesthestask) s tliere ~exists oit the'
question:'a greatreonfusion of ideas amongst’
that!-portion *of: the*profession who are ne-
cessavily interestediinnithie’success of the'
project, and by wlose@x@rtionsit-must’be’
ultimately accomplislied., ‘Fhey feel a strong
ifdp ElsEte attat (HETF objact, but it resem-
blgamnoretheidatk-and instinetive might: -of
a cyclopsigroping in his eave, thin the ra-,
tional anf concerted energies of men pre-
pared. :foxl difficulties, . but-detérmined to,
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overcome them. An important, but unde-

'| fined speculation, arising out of the' favour-

able circumstances by which they are stir-

‘| roundedl, floals before their imagination, but
i | n8.yer they seem satisfied, with the contems

plation of a phantom. Though strongly im-:

: pressed with.the advantages of a realization

of their wishes, yet of the obstacles.which
oppose such a. consumnmation, and of the
manner of removing them, theyv are far from
entertaining any definite idess, or any fixed
plan of operation. ;The total absence of
unity of design, and concentration of exer-
tion, which: they evince even-on this favou-
rite project, would almost justify the obser-
vation so often repeated, that however exs
cellent the affections of the Irish heart may
be, the Irish head, 'in matters of mere busi.
ness, is sadly deficient. I would fain, rather
than hope, to rectify its errors on. the. pres:
sent occagion ; but convinced of being my-
self ** a chip. of the same Dblock,” I shall
submit .my opinions with a humble appre-
hension of their fallibility. Keeping, there-
fore, the several points just glanced at in
view, I shall attempt to establish certain
principles which might serve to guide the
great bodies at present in motion, but with-
out at all aspiriug to a solar supremacy, or
pretending 1o circumscribe the orbits in
which our three medical constellations. of
Dublin should movein a new system, Were
I disposed to secute, by a rhetorical artifice;
attention, to these remarks, I, might. coms,
mence by showing, in yivid, colouring,. how,
much it hehoves Dublin to be on the alert
at the present moment, in..consequence of
the crisis obviously in progress just now,in
the medical affairs of these countries,, But
there is no necessity for embellishing facts,,
which, of themselves, are quite. sufficient to,
ensure consideration. . Not. enly is a.zeyos-
lution taking placein the policies of the prosi
fession,  but the science: itself;; and; the;
mode of cultivating, it, have.been.affected;
by the change. Of those phases in ‘the
medical horisun som# 4ré favourable, others,
at least of doubtful portent tothe imterests:
of the sehool of-Dublin 3 te be prepared.for
the contingencies of good and evil,.andito
confarm to the improvements of the hour,
is what prudence dictutes,» " " " g
It is pretty-evident that the University -
of::Edinburgh, theagh her organ, 1 Duie
can, affects toconceal -the fact;'shalies”on"
her throne-of rocks 7 and. no=woénder, when-
the-crasure 'of 'a single: line from the'stas
thte-hoak- of “I'rinity College-would empty
ther thenches of jone-thirdof her students::
Jn the-hlundeving’ .defenceof the institutes”
of that establishment by this gentleman, it
may readily be observed, that his fears con-
fess what his partiality and  sell-interest
would ‘willingly -concénl. Hints are_ there

el

ingeniously thrown out, that the examinas

W &
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tions are now conducted with more seve-
fity ; that the pupils are now more in-
structed than formerly ; that the system of
education is improved, and the period pro-
lonzed ; and many other admissions made,
equally illusive as to the future intentions
of that institution, and siynificant of its past
transgressions. It is certninly not s little
amusing to witness the old sinner, after
having overstocked the world with her gra-
duated abortions, apologising for her pro-
fligate fecundity, and at length girding her
loins with the penitential tincture of con-
tinence. But there is little trust to be
reposed in the sincerity of her conversion,
it being apparent, from the statements of
her confessor, Dr. Duncan, that under the
mask of an extorted reform, she means to
persevere in her old commerce of tickets
and diplomas, and is ‘¢ even in penamce
planning sins anew.” A reputation, which
was acquired and is maintained by the de-
feets of other schools, must vanish with the
removal of these causes; it is therefore in
the power of Dublin to profit at any moment
by taking away the feeble support on which
the fame of a rival chiefly depends. On the
other hand, the University of l.ondon is
rising in the distance. What influence it
may exercise over the profession, it would
be ‘presumptuous to assume, but it may be
expected to be of a very beneficial kind.
The men engaged in its management are
tinfettered by any previous ordinances; they
have the selection of the first teachers of
medicine and surgery in the world ; they
have no interests to consult separate from
those of the students ; so that it may ration-
ally be supposed, that they will take due
advantage of such favourable circumstances.
1t is true they have not the power of con-
ferring degrees, but this permission must
sonn be o consequence of the probable cele-
brity of that school. In the event of such
a privilege being obtained, it may certainly
injure the school of Edinburgh ; but if Dub-
din'be onlytrue to itself, it must ever possess,
at least for natives of Ireland, attractions
superior to those of any other institution.
1t sliould not, however, remain an inatten-
tive spectator of these prospects under an
impression of inviolable security, but by
adapting its institutes to the circumstances
of the times, disarn Edinburgh of ber pre-
gent power of rivalship, and prevent the
possibility of London becoming a future op-
poment.

“/'The principles by which Dublin should
be'guided in this emergency, are few and,
‘obvious; but forthe purpose of illustration,
I shall suppose that all our medical ordi-
nances were annulled, that all our phy-
picians and surgeons were assembled to-
gether, untrammelled by prejudice, and un-
biassed by self-interest, and that the sole
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object of their deliberation was the ¢onver-
sion of Dublin into a great-sehool of medi-
cine ; would auy individual, I ask, have the
hardibood to rise in such an'assembly, dnd
with tlie experience of the past before his
eyes, propose the re-enactment of all the
old statutes? Would the school of physic
send its pupils to graduate at Edinburgh——
would the school of surgery drive itssta-
dents there, and to London, for licenses—
and the College of Physicians conspire with
both far the restoration of such impolitic
measures? Impossible. 1 can scarcely con-
ceive, that amongst these three bodies, one
man could be found who would risk the
odium of such a proposition, or if any one
could be so lost to common sense as to make
such a proposal, that it would not be re-
jected by general acclamation. There can,
therefore, be no grounds for suppesing, that
the whole profession in Ireland do not lock
upon foreign cducation as an evil, and on
the causes which produce it with disappro-
bation. ‘T'hose causes can, 1 conceive, be
resolved into a single phrase—the dispro-
portion between the pecuniary means of the
student, and the expensiveness of the per-
verse laws with which he has to comply. It
is quite notorious that the medical pupils of
every country are from the middle ranks of
life, with rarely more property' than what is
sufficient to complete theireducation in the
cheapest manner they can.« Nay, in.nine
cases out of ten, the means for ‘the attain-
ment of their object, even in the most
economical mode which they can adopt, is
either deficient, or ohtained with great diffi.
culty, Aftera long intimacy with students,
1 can say, from personal observation; that
not ome 1n fifty of them can command ene
hundred a year during the period of their
studies, and that after.they have attained a
license or a. degree, they are oftener: sup-
ported by-the bounty of their friends; than
by any inherited property; or'the proceeds
of their own industry. It is:certain, at
least, that the majority of medical pupils are
men of slender means; and it:is equally
certnin, that in all laws respectingthem;,
that two things should be: kept in view—
first, to legislate for the multitude, and;
second, to accommodate the scale of x
to the means of the many, not ofi the:few.
Every legislator, from Moses.to Bentham,
has formed his institutes for the government
of the multitude ;. and even the Satrapofa
Persian province was instructed:to-equalize
the tax to the solvency of theislavesvilt
would be absurd te supposeythat:any pupil
not residing; or intending to practise within
the circular road, would ever‘think of. ‘be~
coming ‘a doctor ofi ther University at:the
rate of time, and expense, which that title
at present costs. ~Even'though he had‘the
means of acquiring: suchi'a: degree; the
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seventh, and; by far the most valuable, por-
tion of humsan. life, is too much to sacrifice
for the possession of a title which may turn

out after.all but a precarious support for the:;

remaining six. Hence the regulations which
require such an expenditure of time and
meaus have: mevereven partially been comi-
plied witl; having, like the'sanguinary laws
of Draco, defeated their own object by their
severity.i - On the other hand, the license of
the. College of Physicians, though highly re-
spectable in its ‘own immediate sphere, is
not ‘s substitute for @ 'medical degree. It
was never intended, in’ fact, that the Col-
leége of Physicians should confer degrees.
Fhe spirit of ‘théir incorporation was of an
entirely different character. ‘The body was
chartered more for' the purpose of superin-
tending the practice, than the tuition of the
medical sciefice of suppressing empiricism,

and of actidg, in some' measure, in the ca-

pacity ‘of ' a” health-police in the capital.
Henge' the ‘diploma of that body is almost
exclusively confined ‘to’the city, where it
confers ‘some ‘local ‘immunities "and adyan-
tages.  But whatever might have been the
object of the incorporation of " that body,
and however respectable its license may be,
it ‘is certain it is no substitute for a univer-
sity degree, because it is not acknowledged
as such by the ‘army and navy boards, and
other 'dispensers of ‘places, whom students
must please in their academical qualifica-
tiong.  Many' of the preceding objections
apply owith ‘equal force 'to the College of
Surgeons.| It is too exclusive in its cpnsti-
tation, and too expensive in its charges, for
an establishment of general and national
edacation. “ I allude in particular to nppren-
tice fees, and ‘hospital charges, which are,
in'some measute, Teferrible to the College.
If either of ‘these ordinances secured the
object .intended, there would, of course, be
lése ‘reasofi 'to’ doubt of their expediency,
but the contrary is well known to he the
fdct. By the imposition of apprentice fees,
it had been sought to produce two effects:
first; to raise the respectability of Irish sur-
geons, -and, secondly, to.encich them, by
snbséquently receiving fees from appren-
ticeg Aniturn. A third object “might be
added; the better instruction of the' pupil,
by being! under the care of o master ; bat I
appéalta the whole profession in Ireland,
whether any one of ‘these effects have fol-

lowed: the adoption of apprenticeships? It,

iz quite impossible' that'any such salutary
effects should ‘be ‘derived from the opera-
tion’ of an institate which violates the
first! principles of economy 'and of jus-
tice.: Iticould not, for instdnce, he intended
for the benefit of the profession generally,
for the‘majority of them never' could hope to
havé mpprentices ; it could mot secure the
respectability.of ‘the pupils, for itis easily
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and is-daily evaded ; and even though such
n'law  was rigorously' obsérved, 'it'is more
than doubtful whether any ‘body of men
have a right of imposing so’ heavy am ex-
pense on the education ‘of their members,
For-the trath of these opinions, I refer to
the actual condition of the profession. There
are numbers ‘of practitioners, both in the
capital and the country, who never had, and
never-will have an apprentice. 1t is equally
true, ‘that many of ‘the pupils through the
liberality of friends ‘and relations, evade the
expenses of indenture’; and that while the
son of a man-milliner in Grafton-street ob-
tains' a medical education comparatively for
nothing; the son of arespectable’ grazier or
farmer in the country has to pdy some thou-
sand pounds  for similar advantages. The
fees paid for admission into hospitals con-
stitute, if possible, a still more ruinous ex-
netion to the interests'of Dublin as a school
of surgery.- It would be worse than super-
fluous to enter into'a detailed account of the
consequenées of such’ restrictions to the
study of pathology, particularly for the in-
formation -of gentlemen who can refer to
their eash books on this subject: By turn-
ing over the pages: of these registers of
iniquitous lucre, they ‘will find that the
name' of the ‘same individual rarely occurs
there more than once, or for one year. Nay,
numbers go every year from Dublin to
Edinburgh ‘to obtain Dr. Duncan’s beauti-
ful diploma, - who have never spent an hour
in an hospital, and what these famished
pathologists can learn in the' Royal Infirm-
ary, (if the accounts which reach usherebe
true,) in six months may be easily calcu-
lated.  Not only'is this odious tax imposed
on-the student, but it is extended even to
the licentiates-of the College, having con-
versed with one of them the other day in
Stevens’s Hospital on the subject.  But
waving all -consideration of ' the injurious
influence of this particular law on.the na-
tive'student, does -any man ‘in his senses
think that any stranger would ever come to
Dublin, and ‘comply" with' such- exorbitant
demands? What makes this custom still
more contemptible and ‘odious is, tlhiat not
one of the persons who profit by it pretend
even to justify their conduet. T have spoken
with many-of them on the subject, aund not
one of them offered the slightest justifica-
tion of such a practice. ‘The consideration
of paying for hospital attendance, suggests
the propriety of ‘noticing the value which
the purchaser receives in:exchange ; and
as I meationed ~a -change  having taken
place in the manner of teaching the science,
to which: Dublin should not be inattentive,
I shall introduce that subject here, as-a
more fitting opportunity may not occur. Of
course J allude to clinical nstructiqn. To
be convinced of the high importance of this
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subject, I have only to refer the hospital
practitioners of Dublin to the current medi-
cal literature of the day, in which it will be
found, that the excellence of every medical
establishment is rated, and justly, in pro-
portion to the attention paid to clinical me-
dicine, and that the most valuable disco-
veries of the day are almost invariably asso-
ciated with its cultivation. The many ex-
cellent reports which reach us from the
French, German, and Italian hospitals, are
all, for the most part, compiled out of the
labours of the ward, and attributable to the
merited estimation in which this method of
publication and instruction is held. It is
not at all improbable but it may ultimately
supersede the old plan of giving long and
elaborate courses of lectures on the prac-
tice of physic and surgery, and that infor-
mation will be communicated on these sub-
Jects at the hed-side of the patient, and en-
forced by the inspection of disease alone. 1
am well aware that there is an erroneous
impression on the minds of the hospital
practitioners in Dublin, of the inconve-
nience and difficulty of delivering clinical
instructions, 'They look on it as alaborious
and unprofitable office ; and no doubt the
manner which they adopt of performing it,
makes the duty to correspond with their
preconceptions of its arduousness. In all
the instances which happened to come un-
der my observation in Dublin, the lecturers
seemed to Lave token up some particular
points of surgery, composed regular trea-
tises on them, but in their delivery seldom
alluded to a single case in the house at the
time. Now that is certainly to take a great
deal of unnecessary labour, but certainly
not to deliver clinical lectures. So far {rom
sitting down to write essays of that kind, or
wasting his time in a lecture room, le can
perform all the duties of a clinical precep-
tor without ever putting a pen to paper, or
ascending a rostrum. He has, in fact, but
to think audibly while discharging bis duties
to the sick in going through the wards, and
the business is well done. Post-mortem
examinations, and reporting the practice of
the hospital, would occupy no time, as these
could be done by the appointment of com-
petent clerks in the several establishments,
and selected from.the most diligent and
qualified of the pupils. As to converting
clinical medicine into a means of extorting
a few pounds from the pockets of his pupils,
no respectable practitioner would, think of
it. The subject, however, is one to which
much attention should be paid; and * = *
LI
Erinexsis,
Dublin, July 5, 1897,
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(Comeluded from page 496.)

I HAD been stying, when my paper ebv
rupﬂiv terminated, that wmore attention
should be paid to clinical medicine in Dubs
lin, from a conviction that it was mueh
lected there; and was about to observe
that, having shown the errors of meay of our
ordinances, 1 should next proceed to-cone
sider the objections whicli might¢ be made
to the application of the principles pointed
out for the correction of our impolitic instie
tutes, In demoastrating the evils of our
present regulatione, nothing was stated byt
what in el ¢ommon noetoriety ¢ end, in the
formation of mazime for their removel, the
grounds of policy were made pethaps suffi.
ciently intelligible to'the mpunest undets
standing. Iathe performance of both dus
ties, all ideas of raising one profesaion abore
the other, and of aggrandizing imdividuale
in either, were entirely laid eside : the'come
mon good of all, the benefit of peciety, na
the comversion of Dublin into a mation
school, were alone consulted. These thres
objects, I conceive, are inseparably . com.
nected, and con no more be attained ikde-
pendently of each ether, thea meiter cam be
disjoined from the wniversal laws to which
it is subject. But plain as those pesitions
must appear, and obvious ae are the means
which have been suggested for their ac¢om~
plishment, I should 1}l dischorge the office of
monitor, it I omitted to exphein away suok
obstacles as migh¢ present themselves to
the adoption of advice, .In doing so, I shall
conceal nothing which seems to me to des
| serve motice; and first it might be esked,
Would a degree of aits, be. dispensed with
in the event of abbreviating the preseat
term of medicel -graduation in our Upjyer~
ity ? Certainly.. Lfthe student has mopey
and time, let him take this degree ; if he
has mosey, but no time, let -him take it
while parsuing his medical studies; but if
he cen command neither, then let it be
ascertained previously, whether he pos.
sesses a sufficient knowledge of classical
literature, by examioation. If the teki
of this degree were thus left optional with
pupils, just es many would do, e then
now ; if it were permitted to acquire it ag
the same time with that of medicine,
more, I am convinced, would avail thems
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selves of the immunity than at present;
but whether or not, an examination would
be quite sufficient for all useful purposes.
I do not presume to deliver these opinions,
without being prepared to answer for their
correctness. lu the first place, most of the
class-books, read in the University, being
taught in almost every grammar school in
Ireland, I see no reason why the student
should not learn them there as well asin
college ; secondly, having done so, I can
discover no just grounds for compelling him
to retrace his steps at an increase of ex-
pense ; and, thirdly, why he should not, if
he so chooses, be able to put in his literary
terms while attending his medical studies.

1 am, at this moment, personally acquainted |

with many pupils who are attending their
terms, taking tickets from the school of
physic for the Edinburgh degree, and pre-
paring for examination before the Court of
the College of Surgeons, confessedly the
most severe professional tribunal in the
British dominions; and 1 am quite con-
vinced that these students are equal to
such multifarious duties. Much trifling dis-
cussion has been lately expended on this
subject., Thus, in the dispute between
Drs. Thomson and Duncan of Edinburgh,
the latter complains that the former has not
fixed the marimwn of classical knowledge
which a medical student ought to possess;
but the other might with equal justice com-
plain, that Dr. Duncan has not defined the
mininum required by the University of Edin-
burgh. On the subject, indeed, of examin-
ing in classics before the commencement of
professional business, he certainly makes a
vary curious confession ; for he states that, if
this practice were adopted, few pupils would
incur the expensesof travelling from England
or Ireland, on the chance of being rejected
at the end of their journey ; but this con-
siderate casuist in mail-coach fare, and the
sale of tickets, can have no scruples, pro-
vided he observes his oath in the discharge
of his duties as an examiner, to reject a
pupil, not only after travelling from Eng-
land or Ireland, or the banks of the Ganges,
but after this same Dr. Duncan has pock-
eted the traveller’s cash for two or three
years, because he did not recollect his syn-
tax. Ah! Sawney, Sawney !—but, the fact
is, there can be no rule laid down in this
matter. All that should be expected from
any pupil is, that he would be able to trans-
late with facility all Greek and Latin works,
from which he can derive a knowledge
either of the principles, or the history of
his profession, and this modicum of classi-
cal learning can be acquired at every gram-
mer school, and its possession positively
ascertained by examination.
to the still more important questions of the
term of graduation, and the privileges of the

With respect
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graduates, I think four years would be sufii-
cient for the one, and the others should not,
in the least, infringe on-any rights possessed
by those who have been educated under the
present system. 1t is quite notorious that
most pupils, after idling two or three sea-
sons, prepare in one year for their examina-
tion ; and the adventage of converting
Trinity College into a practical medieal
school, should supersede all notions of con=
tending for an equality of rights. 1f pupils
can thus prepare for examination in one or
two years, a fortiori, they could do so in
four ; and the umportance of the otherobject
would make it cheaply secured by.a con-
cession of superior rights. A similarfeel-
ing, and for still stronger reasons, should
exclude all interference with the privileges
ofthe College of Physicians. The majority
of the new graduates being destined for the
army, the navy, and the country, it isob-
vious they could never interfere with this
body in any respect.

In noticing the period for medical gradna~
tion, it was omitted to state an -objection
which might be made on the suppositien,
that the time being shorter for that purpose
in_the University, its school would conse-
quently be preferred to that of the College
of Surgeons by most pupils. If this could
happen, it might be easily remedied by the
latter establishment ; but,in all probability
if both diplomas were alike accessible, they
would both be taken by the same indivi-
duals, and studied for equally in both insti-
tutions. These, 1 conceive, are the enly,
or, at least, the principal abjections, which
might be opposed to the proposed change in
the cpses of the University and the College
of Physicians. In the instances of the Col-
lege of Surgeons and the Hospitals, the
grounds of opposition are still less feasible,
and have been, in some measure, replied to
in treating of these restablishments in the
former ert of this. paper. Itwas thenat-
tempted to be shown, that the retention of
apprenticeships must ever prove an invineci-
ble obstaele to the full development of .the
energies of the College;- and that. the
grounds on which it is.pretended o justify
this pernicious custom, are false.in princi-
ple, and impotent in effect.- . It is as unwar-
ranted by expediency, as it is unsupported
by precedent. Neitherin France, Germany,
Italy, England, nor in.Scotland, are appren-
ticeships required. Why then should: a
plan of tuition, deemed unnecessary in-every
other part of the world, beconfined to Ire-
land alone ; or why should the Irish student,
who perhaps has, of all others, the smallest
means, be compelled to pay most for his
professional education ? 1t is only surpris-
ing with what a degree of ignorant obstinacy
the junior members of this body cling to-a
custom which, considered even in a selfish
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light, never does, nor ever can serve them,
Bat, lsay ‘thege monopolists by expectation,
we have paid an indenture fee, therefore,
others must pass under the yoke also: we
may hecome. hospital surgeons, professors,
proprietors of schools, and should not on this
account abolish a system which may profit
us inthese capacities. Ungenerous assump-
tion ! Illusive hope! rto inflict those penal-
ties on others, merely because they have
been imposed on ourselves—to mix up a
personal consideration with a public duty—
to sacrifice the interests of the school of
Dublin, and make 2 hope which may never
be realized, the pretext of the immolation.
But it might be said, that the total abolition
of apprenticeships would have a tendency to
overstock the surgical profession in Ireland ;
and that the reduction of fees in hospitals
would lessen the income of the officers, and
crowd these establishments to an inconve-
nient degree with pupils. If the lirst of
these allegations was founded on fact, it
would be deserving of refutation ; but it is
quite notorious that apprenticeships do nat
in. the least limit the number of practitioners
in surgery in this country, in consequence
of the facility of obtnining licenses in other
countries. As itis, therefore, impossible to
check this influx of practitioners by any law,
as the evil has no remedy but the poverty
which itself inflicts, would it not be hetter
that the superabundant practitioners should
be well educated at home, than imperfeetly
abroad? But there is no complaint more
silly than that of a surplus of practitioners,
or any labour more hopeless than that which
would fain set bounds to their multiplica-
tion, which being regulated by the demand,
there must always be an excess of the sup-
ply. * The complaint is, in fact, as old as
society, and as universal as the occupations
of men. It cost Socrates a great deal of
unavailing labour to limit the number of phi-
losaphers, or sophists rather, at Athens ;
and Juvenal railed tono purpose at the num-
ber of seribblersat Rome. Talk to the mer-
chant on the subject—there are too many
speculators j converse with a lawyer—his
eloquence gushes out in a pathetic lamenta-
tion on the superfluity of pleaders, and the
searcity of briefs; ask the opinion of the
young divine—the multitude of our sins is
instantly forgotten, and he positively de-
clares-there are too many labourers in the
vineyard ; nay, bend over the stall, and ten
chances to one but'the wretched inmate
sighs out an explanation of his poverty, by
pointing to the ubiquity of bulks. Dut it is
idle:to indulge in such complaints ; as long
asmen are born with feet, there will be a
superabundance of cobblers; and until they
become:immortal, or die without disease, [
verily believe there will be a surplug of doc-
tors caleulating on their pains,

L]

The objections of crowding the hospital,
and lessening the incomes of the officers, are
still more nugatory. In all probability a
reduction of fees would increase these ema-
luments, as the lowering of a particular tax
somelimes increases the revenue, by en-
couraging consumption. ‘There are many
who will pay a small sum annually, who will
not pay at all from the exorbitance of the
demand ; so thut while in the end nearly the
same amount would be received by the hos-
pital surgeons, the opportunities of instruc-
tion would be fourfoldincreased. 1f a scale
of prices were fixed according to the num-
ber of beds in each hospital, reports of the
cases regularly read, and a few clinical ob-
servations daily delivered, the number of
the hospitals in Dublin along with these
precautions, must entirely prevent any in=
convenient accumulation of pupils in these
establishments. Having on a former occa-
sion explained away the ohjection to the
general adoption of clinical iustruction, on
the supposed difficulties of its cultivation, it
is unnecessary to dwell more on that sub-
ject at present, Lhan to state generally that
the attainments of the pupil and the cele-
brity of the professor, and by consequence
the reputation of Dublin ps a school of medi-
cine and surgery, are alike involved in the
cultivation of this science. There is, in fact,
no difficulty in the execution. Every prac-
titioner must propose to himself some object
in the administration of a drug ; forms some
ideaof the nature of the disease in which he
gives it ; is aware of the manner in which
he performs an operation, nond the motives
which induce Lim to undertake it; and he
must certainly be a great niggard of the
tongue, or very incapable of using it, if he
cannot inform the persons around him of
what passes in his mind during the discharge
of his duties. 1f he only does this, it is all
that can be expected of him, and by doing
so he communicates a great deal of useful
information. With these observations I
should close the catalogue of objections
if I had been less acquainted with human
nature, and the spirit of mutual jealousy
which exists between the two Colleges—a
feeling unworthy of both parties as men of
science, and impolitic as national bodies.
The breach, however, between them cannot
be widened by the adoption of the views
pointed out in the preceding pages, and
should not prevent their co-operation.

The College of Physicians must, ere thig
time, be convinced of the inefficacy of all
devices to deprive surgeons of medical de-
grees, which can be readily obtained by
crossing the channel. The conferring of
medical degrees by Trinity College can in
no way affect their interests. By their
union, therefore, in this design, they may

give to it the appearance of & boon, and
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seem to bestow that which they eannot
withhold by force ; but all such individual
feelings should be merged in the more im-
portant consideration of making Dublin a
national school of medicine and surgery. Tt
is now well known, that the knowledge of
both professions is 88 necessary to practise
either with success, as the credentials of
both are necessary to the attainment of
most situations, ‘This single circumstance
should be a sufficient inducement to the
Professors of Dublin to place both sciences,
as well a3 the testimonials of their profes-
sion, within the reach of every pupil, whose
interests, even beyond the closs room,
should not be overlooked by his teachers.

Did any other objections than those which
have been stated occur to me, I should have
willingly discussed them, well aware, that
even a slight obstacle often outweighs in
the scale of deliberation a strong incentive
to action, men in general acting on the prin-
ciple, that *‘ prudence is the better half of
valour.” - But there is, 1 conceive, in the
present instance, no necessity for the ob-
servance of this cowardly maxim, The dif-
ficulties to be overcome, if such they can be
truly called, are insipnificant; the objects
sought for are worthy even of toilsome at-
tainment ; the principles to be observed in
their pursuit are few, obvious, and uner-
ring, The laws to be repealed are power-
ful only because they are not resisted ; their
strength lies not so much in the excellence
of their constitution as in the apathy which
slumbers beneath their oppression; the
are but mere cobwebs—gossamer—which
the breath of a united profession could at
once rend asunder. The desire for the ac-
complishment of the proposed design is the
best and strongest proof of its utility. The
advantages resulting from its completion are
not confined to a particolar time, country,
or persons ; they would extend to genera-
tions yet unborn, and kmbrace the whole
human race within the sphere of their
operation, The views suggested for secar-
ing these objects being based on the immu-
table laws which govern human action, can-
not fail of their end if only put into execu-
tion. ‘When I say they consist in legislat-
ing for the many and not for the few, and in
equalising the expense of education to the
means of the educated, 1 confess myself in-
capable of placing the self-evidence of their
ustice and expediency in clearer light by
any artifice of illustration., In reducing
these principles into practice, however, care
should be taken that the facility of acquir-
ing degrees would not be independent of
qualification, for I would not level, but ele-
vate. - ‘While the expenses were lowered,
and: opportunities of learning thrown open,
the’ examinations should be even more se-
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vere. T would mot have Dublin d diploma
shop ; did I conceive that this shotld hap-
pen, I would be the first to oppose any in-
novation on our present institutes, decming
it more creditable to any medical establish:
ment to give one well-educated practitioner
to society in a year, than a hundred empi-
ries in the same time. The attainments,
not the number of its graduates, should
form the basis of its fame ; and the posses.
sion of knowledge, instead of pounds, shil-
lings, and pence, be assumed as the hest and
most honourable check on the multiplica-
tion of practitioners. There should be no
divan of hungry professors compounding
calumnies of other estublishments in their
closets, stretching out their webs of sophis-
try to draw the vulgar within their reach,
and feeding on them, like so many spiders
in their dens. If Dublin can be raised into
a school of medicine only by such vile arts
as these ; if it can maintain a superiovity
only by the defects of contemporary institu-
tions ; if it can support its ascendency only
by pandering to the ignorance of the medi-
cal rabble ; then let its halls remain in their
present comparatively deserted but honour-
able goli*ude. Of the means by which these
halls might be thronged, 1 have nothing more
to say than that it must be left to the pru-
dence of the united professions of medicine
and surgery to adopt whatever course they
conceive most expedient for that purpose ;
but though readily done, it must be by some
exertion, Laws will not repeal themselves,
or the statute-book purge itself of its nox-
ious institutea; the knot can be loosed
only by retracing the process by which it
was tied. Let but that ambitious vigilanee
which has watched the interests and la~
boured to raise the character of the licen-
tintes of the Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeens, be exerted in a wider sphere,
and it must eventually confer those advan-
tages on all which it has so successfully se=-
cured to 2 few. To the College of Surgeons 1
would propose a portion of its conduct as an
example for imitation. By two wise ordi-
nances, the separation of the scalpel from the
pestle, and severity of examination, ithas ele-
vated its members to a rank in society not
enjoyed by the aggregate of the surgical pro-
fession in any other country; and in the
short space of twenty years has founded
establishments in science and stone, far be-
yond what could have been expected to
shoot up in a century in the atmosphere of
a degraded provinee. Let them burt perfect
what they have so well commenced ; render
their code of laws as conspicuous for its
equity as their new temple is now admired
for Besuty of proportion and magnilicence of
design; rise from fiction toreality, and-make
those allegorical statues of Wisdom and
Health the true emblems of the moral spirit



of she-wtrastures whose roof at presant they

only orpament,

- The feats performed by the College of
Surgeons sheuld not be lost on the Physi-
cisns. If they do not advamce, the rapid
pteiden of their rivals must make them ap-
ar to retrograde in the eyes of the public.
n resring up to ‘perfection a school of phy-
gpic in Ireland, they are still more intereated
thay their contemporary labourers. The
congeiousness of 89 many exeellent opportu=
nities for this purpose having so leng ve-
mained comparatively nndeveloped in their
basde, should new only stimulate them the
anore 8o exertion ; like the soldiers of am-
tiquity, who happened to lose their shields
in the fight, they.should seek the firat fa-
voursble . mement: for re-establishing -them-
selves in the .estimation of their comntry.
Of both professions it would be worthy to
upite jn trimming the lamp of national
soience, paled in the lurid glare of the torch
of . politioal discord ; and as Hippoorates,
the father of their art, eopverted:the mise-
ries of Athens, while the vigtim of faction
and pestilence, into the materials of philo-
::{:l;y and of his own immortality, like him
' a moral fabric out of the misfortunes
of their country, which may be enjoyed
with gratitude by their peaterty.

For the earnestness which I have mani-
fested in this addrass, my conviotiom of the
salutary effects which would flow from its
adoption is my ouly apology ; and if aught
I have said on this, or any former accasion,

should prevent the bodies whom I address |

from secbhding my views, I have now only
rootn to explain my motives, by assurin

them, in'the language of penitence and o
Greece,*— * That I would dwell longer on
this subject were there not a danger that,
from the frequency of my invectives, I ap-
peared to take a pleasure in finding fault

with you; and did I speak before any but |-
yourselves, there might be some ground for |

this calomny. ‘But I traduce you not be-

fore your enemies, with a view to render|

you odious or contemptible ; I blame you in
your own presence, to rénder you more

moderate, more wise, and more happy.|

Consider then, that though the language of
admonjtion and reproach be sometimes un-
avoidably the same, yet the meaning is al-
ways different ;" and that the man who rails
at you through hatred, does not more de-
serve your resentment than he, who ddmo-
nishes ff-«m through affection, deserves your
gratitude and esteem, Let each, therefore,
be received with those sentiments which his
ntentions ought to excite ; but especially

sttend to the man who describes your mis- |
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fortunes aud your errqys, forit isemly by
learning to reform the one, that you can ba
enabled to avoid the other.”” This is my de-
faniq for the severity of any thivg I bave
.sni » or may still say in future, on this guhe
Ject,

Eninensys,





