Seatities of the Boston Lying-in Hospital. By D. HoMpurevs
8rorer, M. D., one of the Physicians of the Massachusetts General Tlos-
pital. (Read before the Boaton Socisty for Medical Improvement, July
8eh, 1850.)

SrveRaL of the gentlemen present may remember that [ read o communi-
cation to this Socicty eight years ago, upon several hondred cases of mid-
wifery which had occurred in my own practice. In that paper, I apologized
for its meagerness, upon the ground thas the private physician could not
present such detailed accounts of his cases as those who were connected with
public institations, where the opportunities for study were more numerous
and greater attention was devoled to minutiee. Having been connected with
s small lying-in hospital for o periad of four yeors, sinee thoss remarks were
made, and having consequently possessed the advantages which that institu.
ticn afforded, I feel in & munner compelled fo prescnt to you its stafistics,
limited though they are, as sccurately prepared as I have been able to arange
them, from its foundation to the peried of my leaving it.

My predecessors in office were Drs. Channing, Hale, Oagood, and Putoom,
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In proparing this paper, I have made the most free use of their records.  Un-
able to determine, in most instances, under the care of which of those gentle-
men individoal eases have been treated, I have searcely referred to either of
them by name. Most faithfully bhave thoy esch performed their duties.

1. The whole number of (hildren—In 451 deliverion thero were 456
children ; in five cases twins occurred. In 331 cases, of which mocurate noles
have boen kept, I find there wern 132 males and 190 females.

8. Age of the Patient when delivered, in 451 saser.

Aga . . . 16 17 18 1% 200 21 22 23 24 23 0 27 2B 9
Nodeliversd 1 2 11 17 1% 30 42 30 20 38 M 23 3@ 20
Age . . . 3D 31 32 33 O34 35 38 3V 3R O30 40 47 45 47
Mo.delivereed 22 7 %2 © 6 13 & & 11 3 & 1 1 1
The youngest woman delivered was 16 years old, the oldest 47.

The greatest number of deliveries oocurred at the ages of 22, 23, 25, 26,
28, and 21.

3. Number of times each Patint has been Pregnant in 417 oo

No. of pregnancies . . . | 2 3 4 6 6 7 B P 10 12 18

No. of pancaes o« o« 193 BE 40 25 23 18 M B 2 4 1 1

By this tablo it is soen that the whole number of pregnancies of the 417
paticnts was L0G0—that the greatest number of times any woman had been
pregoant was 16, which occurred in but one instance—that 193 of the cases
waro primipara—and that the avomge oumber of times cach had boen cons
fined was 2.

4. Las Menstruation @n 201 casar.
No.of days 279 278 277 276 275 274 273 272 271 270 A9 2648 267
No.of cases 7 B 11 9 i g ] -] B 0 2 4 2

No.of days 206 205 204 263 262 261 260 259 258 257 254 253 254
No.of cases 5 0 9 3 5 4 7 4 a 2 1 4 2

Ko.of days 253 232 230 248 246 245 244 243 242 W40 238 228 30
No.of caser 4 a2 L] 1 2 2 2 3 1 1 1 1 1

Booof deys 215 213 212 207 195 180 162 150 120 69 &7
Mool cases 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1

The longest period, previvas to delivery, of the last menstrustion, was 279
duys—the shortest was 57 days; of the former wero 7 eases, of the latter 1.
The average number of days at which meastruation eocurred previous to con-
finement was 256, or 86 weeks,

In two cases, menstruation cccurred during each month of pregoancy. In
one of thess cases, the patient was 38 yoars of nge, and this was her eighth
pregoancy. The records read thus—* Hos menstruated during the whols of
pregnancy.”  Hod never menstruated during s former pregoaney.

In the other case, the patient wes 36 years old, and she wes in her
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“mixioenth progoancy. Sho bad had 12 children, and 3 miscardages, The
first Encoesaive 5. wern fsmllm; tha la.ntﬁ, males. She had been married
nineteen years—noursed all hor children—menstruated regularly during the
whole period of Rer premancies.”

5. The period of Quickening in 158 cases.
Dinys before confioement 60 83 BG 90 €3 o 1o¢1m |mllu:|u131u uu

Na, af weaman i . 1 L v 1 1 1 a a 1

Days before confimement 118 119 120 121 123 124 125 129 128 129 130 131 133 133
No, of women ' «+ 1 1 4 1 1 3 3 1 1 1 & 4 4 2

Days before conficement 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 147 143 144 145 146 147 148
No, of women F L & 1 & 3 4 8 I 2 3 9 4 2 %

Daye bofore conflnement 149 150 152 153 154 158 157 158 150 180 161 163 IE-i 163
No, of women f .1 & 2 2 2 3 2 1 4 4 3 2 4

Days before cooflnement 156 166 189 171 173 174 175 176 180 166 167 1583 103 199
Neo. of women . s I 2 11 % 11 2 % %12 3 1 1 1

The least number of daye in which quickeniog took place previous to con.
finement was 60—the preatast number of days previous to confinement was
199; of the former was 1 coso, a8 woll as olso of the latter. The average
number of duys st which guickening occurred was 142,

A woman, aged 25, in her first pregoancy, stated @ that she had never
during her preguancy experienced nausea or vomiting, nor felt quickening.”

G. The Duration of Labour in 438 cases.
Hourginfabour | 2 3 4 5 8 7 & 9 1041191304 1514 17 18 192031 22
Do of womon 1298232041 36279223 911221 13101019 513 & 4 2 &

458
1

Howrs in labour 2423 29 27 28 30 3] J2 33 34 23 36 37 40 41 42 43 48 53 53 70 7
1

Woof womena 8 6 3 2 5 2 2 3 1L 1 1 412111111 1

The least number of hoors any woman was in labour was 1—the greatost
number of hours was 88; of the former there wers 12 cases, and of the latter
1. A grester pumber of labours ocoupied 6 bours than a longer time—and
mext in frequency were those completed in 6, 2, 7, 4, 3, 8, 10, and 12. The
average number of hours was 114.

In the & most protracted cases mentioned above, the mother did well in
cach instance, and in 3 of the eases the child wus saved.

The case occopying 53 hoars was ona of mere ineficiency of paina

That case which was terminated in-58 hours waa rendered diffienlt by the
presentation of “the right arm with the funis.” The membranes broke with-
cut any pain being present, and the patient was not seen until several hours
afterwards, when the arm snd fonis were found in the vaginn The child was
immedintely torned, but waa will,

In the case in which labour was delayed 70 hours before its completion, &
# gudden dischargs of the liguor, without chriows eauss’ taok plase before
the oa uteri had become sufficiently dilated to expel the ehild.

In the case in which laboanr continned T4 howrs, the size of the child elone
appeared to be the only obstruction. The mother, twenty-five years old, bad
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bad two children, eash of which, secording to ber account, weighed upwarda
of eleven pounds. She wes in pretty good health, the pressntation was
natural, and she sustained bor labour so well that I was unwilling to inter-
fere—and eventually she gave birth, unaided, to a living male child, weighing
twelve and o half pounds—the largest ehild which had been born in the inst-
totion.

In the remaining oase, which ccoupied B8 hours, the left foot and head
presented—the head considerably higher than the foot. Bome efforta wern
meda to drmw down the foot and push up the hesd, bat nding the hesd most
dispoaed to descend, the foot was supported during the paing, nod the head
came down."

7. The time of Birth.—In 428 cases, 214 oocurred between the hours of
TAM and 7 P.M. ; and 214 cases between 7 P M. and 7 A. M.

These results differ from those in 280 cases published by me in the Moo
Brlund Quarterly Journal of Medicine and Surgery in 1843, and aleo 440
cases published by Dr. Metealf, in the American Journal of Modical Seicnces
for October, 1347—in each of which & larger number of births are stated to
have cesurred during the night than during the day.

8. The Months at sehich Delfvery occurred in 451 cases,

Moathe, . . . . Jun. Feb.  Mar, Apr. May  Junmo
Mo, of children, . 52 43 an 48 33 ]
Months, . . . . July  Auvg Sep. O, Nov.  Dee
Moo af children, . 48 a8 35 a 41 27

The largest oumber of children were born in Jnnuary, and the smallest
vumber in Auogust.

9. Weight of the ('hildren in 406 coser,

Weight, i 1 2 3 4 4 5 5 5
Hl!r, 1 1 ] 9 k'] ']
Female, 1 1 1 12 1 5 2 6 b 10 7T 14

8
B
2
Weight, 7Thibh 74 T8 8 8 8} ] 9 o} of 9§ 10 10) 10§ 12}
Male, 1L 27 I3 2 7 LI 02 )14 2 T 0§ 3 | | .
Femala, 10 5 4 e n 7 7T 2 3 3

The number of males in the sbove table was 222 whoss aggregate total
weight was 1669§ pounds ; and the avepage weight of each wus 7} pounda.

The number of females waa 184, whoee aggregata tolal weight was 1309§
poonds, and the average weight of each wus T} pounds.

It will bo obssrved that the weights of the above ehildren fall considernbly
below those of the cases reported by me in the first volume of the New Fng-
fand Journal of Medicing and Surgery, and also of thoss registered by Dr.
Metealf in his paper proviously referred to. I can nccount for this coly by
the fact that the greal mass of his cases, if not every ease reported in those
communitations, referred Lo American mothers, wharsas the vast majorily of
the mothers of the children, included in the table bere presented, were fo-

]

] 6k £} 6 7

]
3 L 1B & 17
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mignors. That my roasoning is nob fallscions, will be perceived by the
fallowing table.

Of the 21 children which weighed 9 pounds, the mothers of § were
Americana.

Of the 4 children which weighed 9} pounds, 3 had American mothers,

Of the 15 which weighed £§ pounds, © were children of Americans.

Of the 5 weighing 04 pounds, 4 had American mothers,

Five of thoss which weighad 10 pounds were children of Americans,

The oue weighing 104 pounds, as well as that weighing 124 pounds, were
children of Americans.

In other words, of the 64 children which weighed O pounds and wpwards,
51 had American mothers; although thres-fourths of all the children born
im the hoepital had foreign parents,

The 4 children weighing less than 3 pounds wers prematurs and o, Thoss
waighing 3 pounds were born alive; one of them * died soon after leaving the
beapital,” which cecurred ten days after ita birth.

0. Tl comparative length of the Males and Females in 500 caser.

No. of inches, M4 15 18 162 17 18 18} 19 19 19§ 20
Males, 1 2 3 3 123 1 3 a8
Females, 1 1 1 1 3 2 10 4 33

No. of inzhes, 204 207 21 214 22 2R 23 9%k 24 25 28]
Males, 5 1 53 E:] 443 7 (1] 2 a 1 1
Fomales, 3 48 3 8 3 10 1 i 1

In 899 cases, 280 were males and 168 females.

The greateat length seen in the males was 254 inches. The lesst waa 15
inchos,

The greatest length in the fomales was 26 inchea The least was 14}
inches.

The average length of the malea was 18 inches. The average length of the
females 20 inches.

It will ba soon that in this table the average length of the fomales in
greater than that of the males, thus differing from the usnal statisties] tablea.

11. The length of the Funis in 229 cases.

Length, 4 0 10 11 14 15 14 1T 1€ 19 20 T 92 43
Hn.d'u.-l, 1 1 1 1 | 1 4 T 12 o g5 11 19 2%
Length, 24 25 94 97 2B 99 80 31 32 53 24 a5 34 43

No, of oases, 28 11 2% 18 ¢ 13 M 4 5 2 1 2 1 1

Tt will be ssen by the above table that the most common length was two
fewt; the pext in frequenoy was 26 inches, and the next 28 inchea. The
lomgest being 43 inches, and the shortest 44 inches. Buch & diversity of
opinion exists with regurd to the length of the eord that I shall refer ta an
interesting paper upon this sobjest by Churchill* In his eommunicstion
he presents three tables of messarements of the funis, by Dr. Adelman, of
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Fulda, Professcr Henno, of EKonigsburg, and himself In the first tabls,
made up of 40 cases, the most common lengths wore 18 and 16 inchea, Tn
FProfessor Henne's table of 130 cases, 22 and 20 inahes were most frequent ;
while the most common lengths in Churchill’s table, composed of 212 canes,
wis 18 ioches, and pext in frequency two feet. Negrierf messured 166
cords—28 were 17 inches long, 112 were from 17 to 25§ inches long, and
26 above that length. In s table of 89 cases, published by myself in the
paper proviously reforred to, cords of 18 inches in longth wore most common,
and next thoes of 27 inches,

The loogest cord in either of the tables presented by Churchill is 54
inches, and the shortest 12 inches. In the table I now present, ono cord is
obegerved 10 inchea in length, one of 9 inches, and one only 44 inches long.
From the fact that in the three tables contained in Churchill's papor,
together with that of Megrier and my own previoualy published, comprizing
topether 537 cases, not & ense coturs of & cond measuring less than 12 inches:
it would appear that shorter cords must be quite mare.  The cords messunng
9 and 10 inches in the table here published were messured by the attending
accoucheur ; the cord of 44 inches was measured by the nurse of the inatitu-
tion, and Dr. Putnam, who was the physician of the hospital st that time,
stated to mo that b has ns doobt of the sccurncy of the measmrement.

Although several writers speak of the nmbilical eord meamring from a fow
inchea to aix fael, cascs of the latter length must bo very onfrequent. Dr.
George N. Thompaon of this city has lately pablished a case in the Boeton
Medical and Surgical Journal] in which the cord measured 5 feet and &
inches in length.

In the British and Foredgn Medico Chirurgical Review for April, 1850, I
find the following notice of & fonis of remarkable length, copied from Caspar's
Wochenschrift, 1849, No. 41, reported by Dr. Nengobaner.

# After a natural labour, the funis was found coiled round the child's body
pix times. It was of normal structurs, but very thin, and is supposed by the
suthor to b the largest on recerd. It measured 674 Scheleswich inches
({1.6858 metre). Busch, in 2077 birthe, found only four examplen of the funis
measuring from 40 to 46 inchea. Osinnder mentions ene of 50 inches, asa
most rare oceurrence,  Siebold indieates ope of 52 ; Michasliy ome of 58 ;
Buodelooqua one of 57 ; one of the last length having mlso been observed oneo
in 12,329 births at the Prague Lying-in Institution. The longest previcus
to the present ono waa indicated as measuring G0 inches by Michaclis,"

Dr. Tyler Smith exhibited to the Westminster Medical Society (Jan. 12,
1850} & funis, which, measuring from the attachment fo the umbilicus to jts
insertion into the placonta, was 60§ inches in longth,

* Thublin Jourmal af Madisal Scence, March, 1837, p. 21.

t On the bengh and sreogih of the umbllical cord w1 the foll werm of pregnancy,—
Edin. Med, & Surg. Jowrn, April, 1540, p. 554

§ Val. 42, No. 22, p. 431,
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- 12, Welght of the Placenia in 151 cases.

Waeight, foz. 10 12 m. 4 1%
No. of easen, ] 1 12 24 41 3B

The abova table showas the 'wtightu moat ﬁequzﬂtlj met with were 1%,
14 and 1 pound; most writers npon midwifery who refer to this subjact
coneider tho average weight as about one ponnd.

Of the & casen in which the placents weighed less than 12 oonges, the
child weighed in one case 5} pounds, in cne T pounds, and in ancther T}
pounds.

Of the 15 cases i which the placenta weighed less than & pound, the child
weighed in ono case 3§ pounds; in one 4% ; in one 6§ ; in four 53 ; in two
6; in twe 8%; in one 7 pounds ; in two T4 ; and in cos 94 pounds.
= Of tha 18 eancs in which tha plasenta weighed 2 pounds and npwards, the
child weighed in one cass 6§ pounds; inone 73 in ona 7% ; o three 8; in
three 8% ; in one 9; in three 9% ; in one 9% ; in ooe 10; and in one 124
poands.

OF the 5 cases in which the placents weighed 23 poands, the children
weighed in ene instance 6} poands; in twe, 3} ; in ene, 03 ; snd in une, 12§
pounds.

The placents were weighed in bot ons cass of twins, and in this instanca
they weighed 24 pounds; the twins weighing together 124 pounds,

From these dsta it appears that the weight of the placents is not in
all cuses proportionste to the size of the child, altheugh, generlly speaking,
thera is undoubtedly & grest correspondence. A remarkable instance of the
disproportion which sometimes exists between the size of the child and that
of tho placenta is related by Dr. Kennedy® of Dablin,  He says, ¥ The pla-
centa oceupiod more than balf the surface of the aterus, and was s Jarge aa
that ina case of triplets, which had been recently in the hospital,”

W2 %%
s 9 9 &

18, Tueertiom of the Funis—In 887 cases in which the insertion of the fonis
is recorded, it was inserted in the centrs of the child's bedy 197 times. In
the remaining 190 it varied from one-quarter of an inch to, in one instanes,
two inches from the middle parts. That the mother bad eoncluded her prep-
pancy in this case may be believed from the fact of the child's weighing 94
pounds.

14. Tiwins.—In 451 cases, there were five cases of twins. Three of thesa
cccurred in the first preguancy. In ope instance, the paticot was seven and
& half hours in labour; her children, & male and female, each weighed 4§
pounds, and measared 17 inches.  The placents were unibed.

In a second case, the patient was twenty-six years of age; the labour oo.

* Dublin Joornal of Medical Science, November, 1838, Abw, London Medical
Gazents, Dea. 188%, Na_ 11.
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capicd two and & half bours. Tho children, fomales, both presentad the head ;
ona weighed & pounds and one 6} pounds. Two placentm.

In tha third case, the pationt, aged twenty-soven, had a very foebls conati-
tation; had not been bealthy for many yesrs. Bir months previoas to enter-
ing the hospital, feet and legs began to swell, and as the timo of ber entrance
had geoeral anasures. A forinight before her entrance, she had an nttack of
choler, owing to improdence in diet, which at times was urgent and com-
tinaed up to the time referred to. Threo days afler bher entrance, laboar
Pains came on and contioued five hours, when two male children were born
'aighing 4t mnd § poonds.  The plasentss wera united. The mother was at
first much exhauated ; for & time sho was excoadingly faebls, but under tonica
and divretica the anasares subsided, and in & month she was dissharged
% yery comfortable.”” In this case the second ohild was bomn still. -

In the remaining cases, one woman, was forty years of age, and this was
her fifth pregoancy. After a labour of an hour and & balf, she waas deliversd
of two males weighing 41 and § poands. There was but one plasenta.

In the other case, the woman, thirty-seven years of age, was in her seventh
poognanay.  After w labour of three bhours, & male aod female were bom ;
the former weighing 7 and the latter § pounds. The fimst presented the vex-
tex, and the lsiter the feet.

15. FPresentalions in 440 cose.

FazazavaTions,

E Yertox.

e Beeech,

ws Feat

= Face 1o pubis

= Haod 10 bead,
= Hand io face,

= Foot and bend,
= Veriax and fonis
~ Arm nod funis
== Placents.

Threa of the drgeeh presmintions occurred in the first preguancy. In all
of the cases the children did well; and in two of them, the mother. In the
third case, the woman, 28 years of age, entered the bospital with geoeml
anamren ; the second day after her entranoe, wan delivered of s male child,
weighing 5} Iba. ; having boen in labour 12 hours. On the second day after
ber confinement, she ecomplained of general distress, and partioularly of pain
in the loft hypechondrium, was unable to lio execpt on the right side, and with
shonlders raised; cocasionally vomited about a tesspoonful of blood. The
right back was dull on percustion, The abdomen was somewhat tender—fus-
tustion distinet. Died on third day after delivery. No autopay allowed.

Of the remaining two bresch presentations, ons occcurred in a fifth
proguancy—and tho other in & scoond pregnancy.  In the former, the woman
was 20 years old—and nnl]:.ing sbnormal had happened in ber former labonrs.
Mow, the brocch and funis pressnted ; and after & Jabour of 6§ Loours ghe was
delivered of & male child, weighing 9% pounda. During ber labour, after the
passage of one leg of her child, she had several attacks of fainting, sod her
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pains though severe wore mot offectual. Boveral fuinting fits also followed
upon her delivery. On the third day after her confinement, sha complained
of a swolling on the inside of the right thigh sbout the sies of a dollar,
which was followed by phlegmasia dolens, from which she recoversd and in
gix weeks loft the hospital,

In the lsiter case, the woman wus aged 80; she was in labour T§ hours,
and gave birth to & living mala ohild weighing 6} pounds.

In both of the presendations of the foef, the child was still. In ope of the
cases, the woman was tweoty years of age, and this was her firet preguancy.
Bba was O} hours in labour ; and her child, which was & male, weighed 6§
pounds. The child was slive two or three minutes before it was expelled,
but did oot bresthe afterwards, and could mot be resuscitated, although
oumercus and loog-continued offorts were employed.

In the other, the paticnt was twenty-seven years old, and this was her
sscond pregoancy. She was in labour seven bours—baer child, & fomaley
weighed 61 pounds.

But ona case is registered of the foce o the pubi—this waa in & searmd
pregnancy ; the paticnt being thirty-two years old. The labour cocupied 6
hoors—the child, & male, weighed 43

Two cassa mre recarded of the hand fo the Aead; both terminated
favourably. Ibocoe of thess, the patient wes aged twenty-seven, and this
was her first pregoaney; a loop of the cord protroded; and no pulsation
could b felt in it. This was carried up over the vortex and ccciput, and foroed
up behind the symphysis pubis. Afler a labour of 13} hours, a famale child
weighing § pounds 13 cunees was expellsd ; at first its respiration was very
foeble, but this was st last perfectly restored.

Tn the other case, the patient was aged iwenty-five years, and this was her
pxth proguanay. Tha head was ﬂsh]nd pomewhat at the arifios, notwith-
standing the pains were very forcible. Besides the right hand of the child
being applied to the bead, the cord was ulso around the peck. The child, o
male, weighed T} pounds.

One case ocowrred in which & hand was applisd o the foce.  The patient
was twenty-five years of ago; the number of her pregmancies mot recorded.
Laboor continued 9 hours—the child, o male, weighed 7§ pounds.

The left foot and head presented in ono cass, The labour continued 88
hours; the child, & mals, weighed 5} pounda.

In o single case, the verter and cord presented ; the paticnt was twenty-five
years of age, and this was her fint pregoancy. Tho labour comtinued 28
hours after the rupture of the membranes. The child, s female, weighed
7 pounds sod 14 ounces; delivery by crapiotomy. (See Judrumentad
Labour,)

An arm with the fimiy presonted in one case, The patient was thirty
wears of ngo, and this was her third pregoancy. After being 584 hours in
lsbour, the child, a male, weighing 7§ pounds, was turned and delivered sl
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The placenta presented in only & single cass. The petient was twenty-six
years of age, und this wes her third pregoancy. Three days previous to de-
livery, she bad alight bewmorrbage. The haod was passod mp at the sde
of the plassnta, and the child delivered by turning ; but little blood was lost.
‘Both mother and ohild did well.

16. The number of coses in which the Funis was arcund the Neck—In
444 casea, the cord was around the meck in 81 inatanoes,

In 21 casea it was once around the neck.

In 7 cases it was aroand the neck twice.

+ In 1case it was around the neck twice, and paesed under the right arm.

In 1 casa it encireled the meck three times.

Unfartunately, in culy 9 of theso 51 cases, was the funis meamired.

Inb of tl:lmmum, the fanis was once mmﬂfhﬂn&k,aﬂdmﬂiﬂ
4 casea 26 inches, and in one case 27} inchen

In 3 of the cases, the funis was twice arcund the neck, aod messored in
ong case $2 inches, in anocther 35, and in the other 48 inches.

In the case in which the cord entircled the neck three times, it messured
80 inches.

The leagth of the labour varied in thesa casea from 1} hoar te 37 boars,
aa follows e

Mo of hours 2953:& ﬁi 837734 6 53 94 1011 12 13 14 15 18} 17 37

Nﬂ.n[‘cﬂmiﬂ?ﬂl 11 2 EI'EIRI.IIII:I.II.

From the above data, the Zngth of the funis and the duration qa"ﬂte labour,
it would not appear that the process of delivery bad been interfered with by
the position of the funis around the neck.

As regands the child in the 31 cases reforred to, it did well in 28 cases, In
several casid, it ered immedintély upon being born.

In one case where it was resuscitated, the record states *funis twice around
the peck, has no pulsation; child was washed in aleokol, eried, and was well
in o few minutes.”

In & seeond case, the cond was very tightly coiled around the child's neck,
8o that previous to the exit of the shoulders, blocd flowed freely from its noss
and mouth ; and the child was not perfectly resuscitsted for nearly balf of

an hour,

Of tho three still children, in which the funis encireled the neck, one was of
& second labour, weighed 6} pounds, and nothing appears in the reeord
to necount for its death. © There wos no pulsation in the cord, wor any
other indication of life. The breast was spriokled with alcohol, friction
was employed, with artificial respiration, but without effect.”

In the sccomd cass, the woman was thirky-seven hours in labour. Four daye
previous to her delivery, she was attagked with learing dmen poine followed
by fiooding—and lost about a pint of blood st that time. The recerd
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dees nok show whether the motion of the fotus was folt after that time or
not.

In the third cass, the umbilieal eord was around the nedk, and under the
right axilla. This was & second pregoancy, and the woman thirty.foor years
of age. ‘The child, o male, weighed 9§ pounde.  Labour continmed 28 hours,
and was terminated by the exhibition of ergot,

The above cases serve to corrcborate the opiniom of Churchill, that when
the cord is of the ordinary loogth, labonr in not delayed by its belng coiled
around the neck of tho child. And the experionce of Cade® respecting the
fotus being destrayed by apoplexy, produsced by the pressure of the fomis
around the neck—and also the ecxperiments of Negrier  that the umbilical
eord is both long emough and strong enough to prodoce strangnlation in &
new-horn infant, by being twisted round its neck after the head ia delivered.'

Nore.—As the gquestion was asked by several gentlemen, apon the reading
of this scommunieation, ¥ How did Negricr arrive at his conclusions "' —and s
others upen perusing it may be disposed to make aimilar inguiries, I present
the following details frem the Edinburgh Medieal and Surgieal Journal, April
1et, 1841, page 556 : “ A girl of bad character wis nocused of having strangled
her child by means of the umbilical cord, before it was completely expelled
from the uterns, As thers was a difforence of opinion amongit the medieal
man as to the posaibility of the umbilical cord poasessing sufficient strangth or
length for this purpose, Dir. Negrier performed a number of sxperiments for
the purpose of ascertaining the strength of the eord, and messured it in 168
cases to arrive ab its average length.

“f the 166 canss, it was remarked that in 144 the umbilical cord Aoated
free within the uterus; in 20 it was rolled aroond the oeck of the child ; in
one it was roond the shoolders; and in one between the thighs, the breast
prescnting in this caso: 08 of the umbilical cords were mot varicoss, and 88
wara varicese.  As to length, 28 were 17 inches long; 112 were from 17
to 254 inches long, and 26 above that length.

“The resistance of the umbilical cond wes ascertained by sttaching weights
to ooe end of the cord until it ruptured, the weights being always attached to
the placental extremity. About one-lall of the cords were passed by their
middle over s round bar, and weighta attached till they gave way; the other
half of the number wore rolled once and a balf round the same bar, covored
with linen, s0 as to bring it to the diameter of a child’a neck, when it was
found that these supported s pgreater weight than those over the plain bar.
The varicose umbilical cords were ruplured with a lesser weight than the
sound cords, and generally gave way at oo of the varisess dilatations. The
mean weight which these varicoss cords supported before they gave way was
eight prunds Troy; the most resistant supported fourteen pounds eeven
cunces. The medinm resistance of the non-varicose umbilical cords was four-

* Refloxlons ot obesrvasions sur 'eniabilloment da cordon ombilical autear du cou du

feetus,— Encyclosrophie do Somon Médicalun,  Avril; 1341,
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teen pounds four ounces Troy ; but one cord required twenty.five pounds throo
ounces to rupturs ik

i Irr. Negrier nezt made & few experiments to sscertain what weights sos-
pended round the neck of an adult would produce such & degres of compression
as to cause unpleassnt feelings or strangulation. A weight of eight pounds
was suspeoded to a cord passed onoe and & half round the neck, the back of
the meck being upwards, The respiration was rendersd difficult, and the
brain stroogly coogested in two minutes. Vertigo commenced soon after
wards. The respiration, bowever, could be continued with difficulty. When
the face was placed upwards, the effects of the congestion wers more rapid;
the respiration was much impeded, but was still poasible; but Dr. Negrier
thought that death would have resolted if this positien had been maintsined
for a quarter of an heur,

¢ When the experiment was made with a weight of thirteen pounds, sod the
fase downwards, mapid congestion of all the vessels of the hesd took place;
the eyes became injected, and filled with tesrs; the respiration wes very
laborious, bat was still possible. It was, however, dangerons to eontinne the
axporiment for two minutes,

“When the same experiment was repeated, but with the face looking up-
wards, tho strangulstion was almost somplets. Heapiration was so impeded
that Dr. Nogrier thinks death would bave resalted in less than five minates.

“From thess facls, he infors that the umbilical cord ia both long enough
and strong enough to produce strangulation in a new-born infant, by being
twisted round its peck after the head is delivered. A force spplied to & cord
equal o thirteen pounds would strasgle an adult in Gve minotes, and & much
less force woold strangle s child."”

17. Instrumental Deliverien—In 451 coses, eight were delivered by the
forcepa and two by cronintomy.

Of those delivered by the foroeps, six were in casea of the first pregoancy,
one in o sscond pregoancy, and ooe in a fifth pregoancy.

Five of the eight children wers born alive; of the remaining three, one
patient was aged 32; this was hor second pregoancy, and the ¢hild presented
with tho fare to the pubis. After a tediows labour of twentyfive hours, &
mule child was delivered weighing G4 pounda,

In o second case, the patient was 32 yoars of age, and this was ber first
pregoancy—at the expiration of twenty-seven bours ber delivery was com-
pleted—the child, a male, weighed 8% pounds. “It bad apparently besn
dead for several hours.""

In the third case, the mother, aged 24, was in her first pregnancy; after a
labour of twenty-cight hours she was delivered of 2 male child which weighed
T pounds.

OF those cases in which craniotomy was performed, one patient was 28
years of age, and this was her first pregoancy. After thirty.six hoora of
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tedious laboar, the head was perforated, and “ the child waa delivered with a
great deal of diffieulty, requiring much foree to extenet it.  Child was very
offensive, appearing to lave been desd some time” The child, s mals,
weighed 7 pounda.

Previous to the operation belng porformed, she had become feverish and
restless; the pulse was 100. The external parts were swollen and tender;
& copious and offensive discharge flowed from the vagios, and vomiting was
proscot.  Aftor delivery, tho vierus st firsb contraoted but little, and quite »
profuse hemorrhage ensued, which was controlled by pressure, the application
of ioe, and administration of ergot. In about an hour her face became pale ;
the pulse was 120—the respirations were 40 in & minnte, and there was groat
restlessness.  In & few hours, the pulse became too rapid to be counted, the
wurfnce wans cold, the respiration laboured and stertorous, and she gradually
sank and died in about twenty hours after her delivery.

In the second cass, the patient, 25 years old, opon her entrance fo the
hoapital reported herself as naver having enjoyed good bealth, and as having
aborted onee at her fifth month, On the 30th of Dycember, 1837, the records
stata her ag baving had “distinet preparatory pains during latier part of night
for & week past.” On the 26th of January, “patient has bad for some time
a very considerable foul discharge from vaging "' February Gth, *on cxaming-
tion at 9 A BL., o8 uteri was found dilated to s small extent.’” She continued
to have more or leas severe puins until the night of the 17th, when the mem-
branes broke. Here followa Dr. Putoam’s report, 288 hours after the nterus
began todilate: * At D A, M, (18th), oo uteri dilated freely, vertex presenting
with funis; no pulsation in funia por in fwtal beart; peins frequent and
strong; at 12 M. mo progress; shdomen tender on preswure; 4 F. M,
complaing of hesdache ; some progress in labour; paind conunue; head per-
Jorated,  Aftor tho collnpes of the bones, the pains became stronger, and the
lahour was finished in an hour and & balf. Female, 7 poonds 14 conces,

g P. M. Hasslept o little; says she feels comfortable ; no headnche; polse
102 ; some thirst ; some after-pains. R.—Tinet, opii, git. 2x; sinapism to
abdomen.

@10k, Slept well in night. Flowing considernble, bat not excessive ; after-
pains not severe. In other respects comfortable. Pulee 66."

Oun the day after delivery peritonitis supervened, and for sovoral days she
was very sick, but gradually recovered, and lefi the hospital on the 30th day
of March, *doing well.”

18. Sullborn.—I find twenty-seven cases of delivery, in which the child
was oot born alive.

One of those was an instance of arrested development.

Five wers casea of promature delivery.

In two cases, craniotomy was employed.

Three were delivered by the forcepa.
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Oue was a presentation of an arm and the funis.

Two were presentations of s foot.

Oune was a presentation of the breast. '

In one the mother had constant convalsions for two hours previcus to de-
liwery.

(Otne child was putrid when delivered.

In ooe case no phywician was in attendance.

One was the sscond expelled of twins.

Of the remainiog eight cases, two oocurred in the first preguancy, luli Ex in
the seoond pregmanay.

OF thoee of the first pregoanay, one patient, aged twenty-four yeurs, had a
tedicas labour of thirtyeeven hours, and was at last delivered by the assst-
ance of ergot.

Of those in the second pregnancy, ona aged thirty-four, after a Inbonr of
twenty-eight hours, was delivered of & male child weighing 94 pounds, with
the umbilical cord around the neck, and under the right axilla.

In another cass, the woman aged twenty-four (who bad had & still-bom
child a year and a half pmvimutj}_,lﬁnr nine hours I.l'lu'tl:ﬂ:l.\'JI was confined with
& male weighing 0§ pounds. The records of the ease thus explained the death
of her child. # The head aftor sucsessive pains passed through the Inbis 5
but the body was retained through second pains from the great breadth of the
shoulders, the passage of which was assisted by the hand. The left hand laid
under the chin, with an arm on the therax—ithe funis having & bend and
1ying under it—thus making & great resistance to the circulation.”

The case of arreded develgpment occurred in o twin., After the birth of a
healthy male child weighing more than 11 pounds, © s small opague substance
cama away which proved to be s fostos enclosed within its own proper mem-
branes, which were extremely delioats. The length five inches. The bones
of the head wero distinetly ossified. Both seapulss were firm and hard ; the
loft haviong the bones of the arm snd fingers ; the right having the bumeras
only. There wore no lower extremities, the pelvis was imperfoct. The ver-
tebrm of the spine wan distinet, as also the ribe. The whols being & mass of
adipocire.”

19. Lactraied Perincwmn.—1 find but foor cases of loceraled perineum
spoken of, and these were &ll in the first labour.

In one cans, the head wos delayed o long time by the resiptance of the ex-
ternal parts ; the pains in the mesnwhile were vigorous, and slthough the
perinenm was firmly sapported, it suffered a slight lacerstion when the bead
finally passed.  The records read, * it may be well to add that the paticat was
dwarfish, and the child rather large.” The child, a fomale, weighed 83
pounda,

In & second case, where the forceps ware applied, there was a alight degree
of lsoeration, althongh the perineum wes firmly supported.
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In a third case, the laceration extended two-thirds of the space between the
vagins and snus. It was probably torn by the passage of the shoulder, whick
immedistely followed the bead, while the perineum was nnsupparted in conse.
quence of the sccouchonr’s attention being directed to the condition of the
umbitical cord which was protruded by the side of the hesd,

The fourth case of laceration cccarred in & pationt whose perineum was left
nosupported Lo test the utility or inotility of such & course.

20. Diseases—In the 451 cases of confincment, six cases of peritenitis
ocenrred ; three of convalsions; two of dinrrheea ; two of wtaro-hemorrhags ;
one of phlegmasia dolens; one of aseites; one of neuralgin; one of typhus
faver,

Neitherof the cases of convulrions occurred during the peried of my attend-
ance, and, as I should injurs the reports by an abstract, they are copied cntire
from the boapital records. Al the cases of peritonitis terminated favonrably,
s well a8 these of hemorrhage ; that of phlermaria dolens; thet of newralyiv
and one of the cases of diorrhen.  While the ease of ascites, one of the cases
of eliurrhona, nnd the case of dhip fever, were fatal,

The came of dropy occorred io 8 woman lenlr—cigl:l yours of B, who en-
tered the hospital preguant with ber first child. Her lower exiremitics were
anasareous throughont their eptire extent. A Ffortoight after ber entranee,
after a labour of twelve hours, she was delivered of o child weighing 6} pounds.
On the next doy was comfortable, but edema of the face noticed. On the
second doy after her confinement, complained of general distress, snd parti-
eularly of pain in left hypochondrium ; was unabla to lie exeopt on ripght side,
and with ehoolders raised. Occasionally vomited & swall quantity of blood.
Respiration wos somewbot laboured on percussion; right back wae dull. Re-
spiration coarse, especially at the upper two-thirds. Left back presented
nothing abnormal.  Abdomen somewhat tense ; Buctustion distinet.  Oun the
pext, the third day after delivery, sab up io bed, exceedingly pale. Ocen-
sionally vomited blood, but expressing berself as much more comfortable.
Died at noon.  Autopsy not allowed.

The patient whe died with diarrles was twenty-seven years of age, nnd
this was her first proguancy.  Bho had suffered from disrrhoca for many weaks
in tho carly part of her preguancy, and in a greater or less degros during the
whole period of it, frequently having copious bloody dejections.  Was deli-
vered, July 20th, of & child weighing eight pounds.  Two days after delivery,
diarrhwa reappeared, and she died on the 10th of August. The autopsy
exhibited, at the lower part of the large intestines, within two feet of the
anus, two groups of uleers embracing the wholo circomference of the intes-
tinca. The lower cluster, containing several Jarge uleers, was situated about
four inches below the upper. One uleer in this eluster was 14 inehes in length
by one iuch in breadth; thers were several other uleers in both groups an inch
in dismeter. These ulcers were rough, ragged, dark, and foul; irvegular in

24
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form, having edges omewhat thickened, deep, extendiog in some places
through the muscular coat, and without grannlations. The muscolar and
nervous coats of the reclum scemed to be mueh thickened, and the volume of
the intestines greatly inereased.

The patient who died of fyphus fever entered the heopital November 224,
just after her arrival from Ireland.  Bhe was confined the same day, and was
comfortable until the fever showed itself. On the 20th of November, she was
sent to the City Hespital at South Boston, and there died.

The case of newralyic was very severs and protracted, although at last
relieved.

Julin Scannel 28, in her fifth entered hospital June 20th,
1844, On the *ﬁﬁf ALguat, after n%m;hmr af anurs, OWing Lo
the hend belng impacted in the brim of the pelvis, she was delivered by the
forcepa of & living mole child weighing 8§ pounds.

25eh. Complained of muidangbiu soreness in abdomem, which i much
inerensed by Eremre; pulse 70, Fomentations of poppy-heads.

260, Mueh more comfortable.

28¢h. Complains of paing in both lower extremities, and aleo in right
shoulder. Epts. of camphor to ba applied to limbe. Pulv. ipeess. ot opii

. Fiii,

& Sept. 1at. For the last two days, paio bas been confined to the right lower
extremity; upon the instep, the sols of the foot, and slightly, comparatively,
operating io the calf of theleg. No swelling nor hest of the limb at any
purt. lob 3j of weratrine cintment, 3j to the 3j of lard, upon the lower
portion of epine, and alse upen the instep.

Seh. Helieved slightly upon the application of the verstrine; pain very
severe at night, ie:fm herself nnd the other patients in the room with her.

From this period, she comploined eonstantly of more or less Eain in thia
limb, greatly aggravated at night—relioved only temporarily by hyoscramus
and ennium internally, opiate encmata, and aconite, veratring, anlimony,
croten oil, &o., externally applied.

Causing greal inconveniencs to the inmates of the hespital by her continnal
compluints, aod the noture of ber diseass being such as wﬂnhi]gmlmb]j
eauss it to continne for & considerable lunglh of time, and as she could receive
the same attentions elsewhers, the attending physicing sdvised ber removal j
and she left, Sept. 1deh, for the Massschusctts General Hespital, whero shio
remained until the following November, when she was dismissed, relieved.

21. Convulsions.—I. Ruth Piokbam, wt. 30, stamstress, entered Jan. 14th,
1833. Hos had two children. A fortnight previeus to the birth of her first
child, was atiacked with convulsions; child siill-born. Becond labour natural.
Lost n sister by convulsions, Is nuhju:t {o headache—now face and limba
much edematous.  Catamenia about May Tth,

Jien, Blst. This mnming, enmplaing of headache; mind much agitated last
ﬂen.ing.; vencsection 3vili; at evening, bead not being relieved, sulpbate of
magnesin in infumon of senna. Medieine setoed powerfully in evoning and
might.

g!"u!-. 1ar. At half past T A. M., in bed, was attacked with eonvulsions,
Was bled immediately Fxxii, and bad cold applications to head. Became
sensible in about fiftéen minates, but not conscious of what bhad happened.
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Was very faint and very thirsty, and complained of & strange feeling in her
hend. At9 A, M., eguin convolsed ; was bled Zxviii.  Siuapisms were o)
plicd to feet. On examination, op uteri found soft, not dilated. At 10}
A, M., apain convulsed, Had infosion of valerian Zes to O of water.  Assu-
fotidn gra. xxv in enema.  Bladder of ice to head. Tn interval of fits, mind
mrational. At 114 A. M., convulaiona recarred ; lﬁ:ﬁn at 1§ P. M. ; fit mora
violent; veneseotion ¥xii. Before recovery from thie fil, again attacked at
24 P. M ; vencsection Zvi. This fit the most severe, sod followed by com-
plete syncope. A fall of water directed upon head for fifteen minates, and
afterwards cold applications as before. Patient now became quist—ineensible,
or with difficolty roused. At 3 P. M., o8 uteri somewhat di?u.hd; in slight.
Ar 4 P. M., bod in infasion crgot Zj; in ten minutes, Tes, repeated in twenty
minutes, and mgain in twenty more.  Paing came on; laboor natural, casy;
eompleted at B . M. Pationt rational and perfectly sensible ﬂuring lLe laat
nu.%u; lscenta came awsy ten miootes after child; uterus contracted well ;
child still-born; male; weight seven and a balf pounds; length nineteen
inches ; middle point coe and & half inch above umbilicus. Patieot continued
tranquil about an hour; expressed preat joy at being through her labour;
was removed to another bed, sod agmin sitocked with convulsions. At 11%
P. M., it recurred ; the two last fits not so violont as the two preceding, but

jent much exhausted ; cold end sinapisms remewed; & blister six by foor
chos applicd 1o back of neck ; msasfotidn gre. v piven in pill, to be repeated
every two hours to gra. xx; calomel grs. v now in pill, and to bo repeated in
two and foor hours. ‘

24,9 A. M. Haa passed night in & state of drowsiness; blister well drawn;
pulss 120, intermittent (this noticed ioun to convultons); i disposcd to
gleep; assafitids gra. v. 9 P. M.—Heavy slesp during day; when roused,
anmwers guestions; medicine has peted on bowels At5 1% M, skin being
very hot, had ipecas. gr. J- Athd, nit. potass. gr- v, to be repeatod every
four hours to gr. xxv, unless it acted wpon the bowels; has taken gruel; now
to have an enema of sturch and ol. rie. 43 3j.

3d. Blept during night; three dejections; says she feels very comfurtable ;

gz 100; tongue bitten during convulsions ; mouth affeeted by calomel.

9 P. M. Has been awake the greater part of day; miod clear; oot con-
scious thaut she has bad convulsons.

4th. Night good; pulse 100; sits op in bed with ease; wishes tea and

&T.

fth. Doing well; more strength; cheerful; chamomile tea for mouth.
0l. rie. Ze,

Gth, ‘Three dejections; bas milk; cannot read, letters appearing confused.

Tth. Last evening hod pain in abdomen, with swelling snd tenderness.
Fomentations of chamomile flowers applied with relief.

Beh. Last night bed ext. hyosey. pr. ij; slept well ; one dejection.

9eh, Guins wirengih daily; mouth better; bus at times headache, pain
passiog from over eyes through head backwards.

ﬂﬁuf_ Han been daily improving; evesight boller, not perfeetly restored ;
bas palpitation oo sudden exercise; pulse continues to intermit. .

March 4¢k. Discharped as o wot-nuree.

ET:ZL Elizabeth Kmnight, mt. 33, j:m'fﬁ Etmlii' lﬂ-it;m Hem'.:'l.!.h 41;11;
t oy last menstruntion June 10th; peri wickening, Oot. & 3
FFE‘?; {‘:'ls called to preseribe for her on ILW'I.IIIEIJI' \'umiIEng. Lying

on bed in Fwd apirits (temperament lively). Statos that, oo Sundsy Hem.

Febroary 11ih, had eaten very abundantly of minee pics and other gross fed.
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Vomiting bas continued from that time to the present. To somewhat
furred ; pain in bowels; no febrile affection ; bas already had ol. rie. 3j, and
an coemn of scap and oil.

234, Labour commenced T A M. ; ehild born 12§ M., Feb. 24th; male:
weight sevon and a quarter pounds. During sud immediataly after labour,
thore was eonsiderable bemorrhage; plasents removed at cnee, and withouot
difficalty. The bemorrhage was considernble, causing faintness, which con-
tinued for twenty-four hours ; pulse frequont and feable.

26eh, Yeaterday afternoon (according to report of murse), felt numbness in
right leg, and somewbat in right arm. Doring the night, was frequently
awakened from sleep by & spasmodic starting of the head; the same sensations
eontinuing in the leg and arm; now, is able Lo move both arms, but somewhat
stifly ; fingers move rigidly; while in bed esn draw up both lower limbe with
BasE {mgn:lﬂing tfhri.*pml: of ourse, hg‘lh the right leg and right srm were

uring the night); foeble ; bowels free.  Cold applications to
mﬁlumr :-ugbm:.'i'. EIF D‘LJ‘FLIJ-!G ! Pel

27eh. Moves right arm aod right leg; paralysis of loft leg and left arm ;
sensibility to touch natural; ok times, the head bas a jerkiog motion, ns if the

tient were affocted with violent ehills; mind entirely elear; mo ia.rl.ljuﬂ of

; no pain in besd or elsewhere; yesterday endeavoursd to walk frum the
bed to the fire, but would have fallen without assistance ; in the night, some
delirium ; now, polse 120, feebls; skin cool; bowels free, Blister o be
eontinued an neck.

238¢h. 9 A M. Delirious innight; no sleep.  Now bas pain on top of head ;
paralysie of left side of face; the tongue, when protruded, forms a curve, the
apex poinling to the left; pulse 120; mind clear ab this moment, but she ia
inclined to talk a great deal, and at times incobersotly ; uttorance somewhat
indistinet. Puly. ipeese. gr. v every fourth hour, unless vomiting.

12 M. Has had involuntary discharges of foces and uwrine. Has taken
three powders of § . After the third, vomited, eliefly some gruel. Skin
moist. Pulse 1205 softer, more full. Contioue ipecse. unless fiee vomiting.

4 . M. Has continued the ipecas.; no more vomiting, Was quict volild
3 P. M. Sioee then, delirious; triea to get out of bed.  Frequently scream-
ing. Tinct. cigu gr. xxx. Head turned towards ~pht gde. Dlind per-
fertly clear.  Pulse 150 ; feeble. No dejection,

B F. M. Frequent conwvalsions, lasting for space of five to ten minotes ;
I.EmtinE the I'I-E]:It- extremitics in msome t]ugrmj, but the left extremitics and
trunk violeotly, und attended with severs pain. Asks to bo * held tight,”
snd have pressure made upon the back. No pausen; wuch thirse f‘ulaa
180; tinct. valorian and bops, & T, nt 9 o'clock and every fourth hour,

20eh. 0 A, M. During night, the convulsions continued, ooourring every
bour or twe, and lastiog ten to Biteen minutes.  Slept during the intervals of
the convulsions. Now, pulse 150, Sowmewbat less feebls ; convalsions fire-

uent. Complaios that the spasns canse pain in the eyes. Hesd turned to
E’m de/t gide,  Intellect clear. Continue medicine p. v n.

1 P, M. Checks flushed. Pulse mmewhat more full. Thirst as before.
(imit tinot. valerian and bops.  (rive a Hochells powder once in three or four
hours. Lemonade.

8 P. M. Convulsions almost incessant. Mind clear, both during their
continunnce and in the iotervals, I'ulsa 150, feeble. Tulv. ipecuc. ct opii
gra. x at night

March 1at. First part of the night comfortable. At about 12, was faint,
Raspiration beaving; sighing. Estremitice eold. Hinea 12 o'dlock, convaol-
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siona loes froquent.  No dejection. Urdne free. Now complaine of pain in
museles of neck (right side) which are mﬁ{ contracted. Mind clear.
Bkin ecol. Face pale; livid. Pules 180. Infus sen. comp. Fii. 12 M.
Bkin mojat and warm. Pulsa 126 ; of a better charscter. Bays she “fecls
better.”  Paralyzed extremities painful on pressuro; even alight touch,
Hmi-nnofthaa:mmmpainintz:lshmldﬂ' int.

8 P. M. Mind clear, but considerably excited. Restless; complains of pain
in right wrist, “small of back,” and throngh hips. Thirst intensa.
dejnc:imu in the afternoon. Tongue moist.  Pulsa 140, Pulv. ipecac. and
npii}r. viii at night, Infus veler. ¢t homuli p. r. 0,

2el. Slept about an hour after the opiate. Then had a convuldon ; and
another at G this A, 3., which lasted two bours, The convulsions affoct, at
presont, chiefly the muscles of the face, throat, and chest, greatly impeding
respiration snd deglotition. Says she feels better.” Mind st times not
clear., Memnrj#:ni; perfect ; but is more frequently delirions.  Motions of
right arm stiff.  Tongue protruded with more firmoces.  Pulss 100; tolerably
firm. Urine involuntary. Carb. ammon. gr. ji every thind bour.

6 P. M. Convulesions of muselea of chest and neck nearly all day; none
of upper or lower extremities. Coldoess from feet to middle of trunk. No
loan of consciousoess.

. Nosleep in night.  Convalsions nlmost incessant, chiefly of nock and
cheat. Lesa thirst; ooe dejection in the night. Now skin warm. Fuee ocea-
givnally flushed. Pulse 120 ; sufficiently full. Omit carb. smmon.  Puly.
iﬁu. gr. iit every foerth hour; omit, if vemiting. §F. M. Voemited after

powder ; convulsions cccur every tem or fifteen minutes; limited almost
entirely to the left mide of throat and face ; museles of the chest very slightly
affpcted,  Artivulstion more dificult; skin quite warm ; pain in the head;
pulse 130. Pill. assafot,

4eh. Convulsions all the night ; no sleep; pnpih dilated. Extremitics at
times cold.  Asks for wine; may takeit. Oumit the pill oo sscount of the dif-
ficulty of swallowing.

6 1" M. Retains consclousness ; bas no vison ; pain in the head; bloody
mueus in dejections. Nurse reports & disecloration chout sacrum. Mist.
assafit.

Seh. T A. M. Very little eleep at night; convulsdons almest constant, so
much 80 a8 to provent swallowing or erticulating. Pulse 100; not very
feeble. Eneme of mist. assafret.

G P. M. During day, the convulsions bave continmed ; mouth opened with
difficulty ; wine and lquida intreduced by prying it apen with & spoon. Al
times diliricus, but for moat part mind clear,  Bowels moved by the coema
This evening, beef-tea and wine, and, if restless at night, tinct. opii git. xxx.

Geh, Do sleep; convulsions mlmoet incessant ; respirmation during the parox-
yome leas difficule ; deglutition impossible.

Tth, As before,

8 I. M. Morphim sulph. gr. coe-quarter ak night.

8k, Musclen of the face dmwn to the Iy (thin may not have been
reconded before). At fiest, they wers drawn to the right.  After the merphia,
slept ; eonvalsions recurring as before.

4 P. M. Has been very drowsy all duy ; roused only to take nowrishment
Enemn of soap and oil.

Sek. In the night, very restless, but the drowsiness contivued. Fad ooly
one dese of morpline in the night. Bowels moved by enema.  Not sble to
move the besd (this bas been the case for thres or four days) ; takes luss
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notice.  Until I-D-lil;', has maked eagerly for her drivks, &e.; now drowsy,
comatose.  Skin baving a livid cast, bul warm ; palse lﬁdi fouble.

G P M. Pulse 200; iration almost entirely abdominal. Eyes for most
part dirceted ateadily to the right, bub are cocasionally turned o the left,
Has had no woluntary motion of head for o week past; it lies just za it in
placed ; swallows with great difficalty. At night, merphise gr. $d, if restless,

Lk Sawe, excepting less convulsion.

11k, During night, some sleep, scon after opiate ; no convolsions ; soma
pain in ebdomen and side; mow pulse 1306 ; mind perfectly clear; articnla-
tion more distinct.  Asks for a litds rye pudding, and for brandy and water ;
mug have it

P’ M. No convulsions to-day ; much thirst. No sleep until within the
last fifteen minutes.

12¢h. Hos hod some slecp, immediately after an opiate ; no convalsions,
Says she “feels sick,"” . ¢ sensation of great wenkoess; mind perfectly
glear.  Pulee 136 ; fochls; artiealition more distinet.  While spesking, the
mouth is drawn towards the right side; complains of pain in left iliac region.
No dejoction sinco 10th ; sinapism ; liss had three sncmas sdministered sinee
morning.  If no dejection in an hour, infus. sen, comp. 3iv. Has appetite ;
asks for broad, brandy and water occnsionslly p. r. n.

G P, M. At noon, nauses and vomiting; veniting has continued ; at firsk,
the Buid vemited wan green, afterwands ﬁurk colourcd ; eomplaing of pain in
left side; sbdomen tonder on pressure; no dejection. Pulse 148 ; feeble ;
respiration irregular, €. e, abrupt; shortexpimtion ; fomentations to abdomen.

13¢h. No vomiting eines yesterday at 6 P. M. ; is more inelined o deli-
rium. Faco Euhecf; skin at this moment warm ; Jower cxtromitics have
been cold during the night; mind clesr, but speaks with much less anima.
tion; eyes shut for most part; wants to be fanned; abdomen less tender;
pain in left side.

14#k, Died ab T this A, M. Autopsy net allowed.

IIL. Elizabeth Sumner, ®t. 32 ; entered Junusry 224, 1847, Health for
past your oot good ; bas had affection of chest, probably chronic bronchitia ;
mng geatation ; the first time an aboriion.

oJan, 250 11 T M. Labour commenced,

26th. 114 A. M. Child born ; male. Weight 63 ponnds.

20¢k. Doing well, with exception of cough, which ia very troublesoma ;
complaing of soreness in aldomen on eoughing: no tenderness on presanre.
FPuleo 100. At night, pil. scillm, to bo followed by 5j of ol rie, in worving,

30eh. Two dejectione; pain in shdomen eontinues; increased by motion;
mﬁuoupmhﬁghti]imfm; skin hot ; pulsa 112, full ; bzmpon]liu
to shdomen.

31st. Paio and sorences less; ekin moist, less hot ; pulse 88,

Fub. 24, Reatless and oxcited last night; insisted oo geiting out of bed ;
now mationnl ; complains of oceasional darting pain in right ilise region.
Emplas. eantharid.

Seh. Nights veryu ; delirious at times. Opdi gr. ili at bed-time.

Geh. ].{aﬁ tha opiate fuid extract of valorian, without sleep ; now, pulse
08; countenance flushed ; talks inccheremtly ; every four hours take ipecar.
gt iv until specific offect,

TP M. Has taken the ipeenc. without vomiling or purging; somowhat
more quiet ; pulse 96, soft ; eountennnes not flus ed ; yesterday there was
considersblo spasmodie action of limbs and body; motion of arm Ggid ; to-
day it is leas ; continue ipecac,
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Tth. 8 A. M. No sleep in night; at times, violent delinum; now, ekin
moist; pulsa 06 ; countensnce Hushed ; spasmodie action of limbs; tongus
coated ) makes no complaint,

8P M Has bad o decided mnﬂﬂﬁwl ]utiug fiftcen minutes; now,
swonting ; tongue moist ; less coated ; nodejection ; no vomiting.

& P. M. Countenance more patural; mo more convulsions; pulse 80 ;
wind more clear; says she foels better ; aske for gruel.

Sih. 8 A, M. Restless night; two dejections; now expression’ mnniscal ;
cobstant muttering; diffcultly comprobends; skin inoist, hot; pulse 112;
by faken cocon snd gruel, takes no notice of an infant brought to her, {:htr
own having been sent away to ba ourged ;) limhs in almest constant motion.

8 P. M. Pulse 130, uio!um; taka at might pill of eamphor gre. ij, and
morphine gr. }, p. 1. 0. Frequoot convuldons; eountcpance pale and

ird 3 unable to articulots; slthoogh at times sppears to comprebend
questions.

Oth. DifEeult to induse her to awallow pills, but she took ene yesterday
foremoom. AL times, violent delirium, but rather leas than yesterday. Had
yesterday two involuntary dejections.  Now, pulse 58 ; oyes injected ; skin
wAnm ; tongus moist, coated ; countenanca sunken; delirions; continue ipe-
cac. todoy. At night, pills of cumphor and opium.

10eh. Very little sleep in night; refused to swallow pill; but on the whole
night somewhat more quiet thao the lust. During the forenoon, took ipecac.,
after which vomited ; one small dejection. Now, oocasionally rational ; able ta
articolate; asks for gruel, takes it with relish; pays but little attention to
what is about her; talks incoberently. Frequenﬁ;' sobbing. Om the other
band, her ecuntenance is more paturil; temperature of skin more patursl;
pulse 80; a alight seeretion of wilk; and the return of lochis, which had
nearly ceased, 11 ot night, il roatless,

12¢h. Had one pill in night ; restless, but lesa so than the previows night ;
now, deging ; akin natural ; pulse 80'; countenance unensy; not readily aroused ;
takes nourishment with aﬁpel.ile.

23el. Has been gradually but steadily improving ; sits up nearly all day ;
walks about chamber,

28¢h, Discharged convalescent.

Althongh only the firstof these cases may be considered an instance of true
paerperal convulsions, yet, an the others were easen of eonvulsions, eceurring
during on unnaturally excited condition of the nervous system following par-
toritivn, 1 huve oot besitated to introduce them,

22, Child—With respect to the children, I fGnd but little worthy of
notics.

One casa of cephalsematoma occurred. The mother, sged 29 years, her
fifeh pregnavey. She was ten bours snd & balf in laboor, and ber child, &
male, weighed eight pounds. The tomour was upon the right parietal bone.
Tha mother left the hospital a fortaight after her confinement, and nothing is
kaown of her child since.

In one cane, desth follvwed hemorrhage frem the cord. The child, a
female, weighing seven pounds and a balf, was born after o labour of thirty-
gix hours, * During the afternoon, bleod began to ooze from the extremity
of the cord. It woa tied again and again without effect.”
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On the next morning, * the right aye was livid and edematons. Tronk and
limba cudematouns, but not discaloured; alss varions parts, chiefly on limba.
The cellular tissue is almost of a stony bardpess. The colour of the skin not
altered.”

Oun the second day,  the cord has pulsated up to this imo.  Blood has
continued to goze from the exfremily until todsy; it now flows from the
root; the cord beginning to bo detached.  Oa the third day, the ehild died."

The only ootices of distortions I can find are two instances in which “the
right fool wos turned inwards varus™

To show that it is not sn uncommon circumstanes for o woman to ba
mistaken a3 to her pregnancy, I would stata that, during the four years 1 waa
connocted with this institution, thres women of excellent charaoter entered to
be confined, neither of whom was pregonsot. One of them, a very industrions
Irishwoman, from the fuct of her menses being suppressed, and ber sbdomen
having become enlnrged, and from the belief that she distinguished ©quick-
ening,” mads ber usual caleulations, expended all the means she could spare
from her bard carnings to provide clothing for her expected offspring, and
with her “ permit” came 0 the bospital. T wos called o attend ber in her
accouchement.  She was in bed, expecting momentarily to be confined. y Her
pains were filee pains—she waa not pregmant.

Upon another occasion, ] was called st night o sttend two women who
were expecting o be sick. (oo was in labour; the other, an American, had
entered the housa a few hours previously, and thought ghe should probably ba
confined during the night. While the labour of the one was rapidly advancing,
observing that tho other was silent, I jocosely askod her what reasons sbe had
for supposing sbe shoold be confined. She anewered,; “Becanse ber doctor
bad told Ler gbe sbould be” T aaked ber if thot were her only reason, She
snid it was a principal one ; that her eatamenia had been irregular, her
abdomen had enlarged ; that she bad suffersd much pain in tha region of the
uterus; and that her physician, satisfied of her pregnancy, bad fixed upon the
day of her delivery. I examined her, and found the uterus empty. She was
suffering from & congestion of its meck, and was dismissed, to enter the Mas-
sachusetts Genernl Hoapital for treatment.
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