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Friedrich Wilhelm Scanzoni von Lichtenfels was boro
on December 21st, 1821. His father, who came from the
neighbonrhood of Lake Gardwn in the Italisn Tyrol, was a
reilway official in Prague. His mother was the danghter
of Dr. Beatner von Lichtenfels, a medical practitioner
in the Bohemian capital., He joined the ancient and
once famous University of Pragoe in 1438, and he tock his
medical degree there in 1844, He then travelled abrosd
for & time, and on his return to Prague be was
gppointed Assistant Obstetric Physician to’ the Depart-
ment for Paying Patients in the Imperial Royal Lying-in
Hospital. He soon became Assistant to the Chair of
Midwifery, and sfterwarde Physician and Lecturer on
Gynmeology to the Imperial Royal General Hoaspital.
From that appointment he was ealled, in 1830, to succeed
Kiwisch ns Professor of Obstetrics and of Gyuomeology in
the University of Wiirsburg and Director of the Lying-in
Institution. '

He held thess appointments until 1888, when he
resigned them in consequence of the impairment of his
mental vigour from excessive strain prolonged through
many yesrs. He then retired to his estates in Upper
Baveria. He died at his Castle of Zinoeberg, st the foot
of the Bavarian Alps, on June 12th, 1891, in his seventieth
year, He married Frivlein von Hiniger, who, with four
sons and two dasughters, survives him.

He wes made a Privy Cooneillor, aud was decorated
with many foreign as well ss Bavarian orders. In 1863
Eing Max conferred uvpon bim the surneme of von
Lichtenfels, carrying an bereditary title of nobility, He
was made corresponding or honorary Fellow of innumer-
able secientific societies.

A man of first-rate intellect, of remarkable diagoostio
gkill, of brilliant conversational powers, of striking porsonal
appearance, snd of peculiarly affable and kindly manners,
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be early acqnired & great reputation as a practitioner, as
a writor, and as & teacher. .

As soon s he had settled at Wiisburg he found
himsolf fully engaged in private practice. This practice
rapidly increased, and it scon became something pheno-
menal. At the time when patients were flocking to-
Simpeon in Edinburgh from almost all parts of the world,
ladies focked from France, Germsany, and Rossia to
Seanzoni at Wirsburg, where they filled the hotals of the
town eo thet new-comers had diffienlty in obtaining
accommodation. TIn the summer of 1858 he attended the
Empress of Russis in her confinement at 5t. Petersborg,
and was reported to have received a fee of 100,000 roubles,
worth at that time about £16,000 sterling, and also a
mansion at Wirzburg., It is necessary to add, as an
explanation of this, that he was detained in Russia four
months, In 1868 he again attended the Czarine in her
confinoment ut St. Petersburg.

In 1863 Scanzoni was about to resign his chair, when &
numeronaly signed petition was sent to the King of
Bavaria begping that messures might be taken to induce
him to remsin at Wiirsburg, An sotograph letter from
the Eing reqoesting him to remain, and allowing him to
depute to his assistant Dr. Franqué the theorstical part of
his teaching, bad the desired effect, and Scanzoni con-
sented Lo stay.

His literary emergy was remarkable, and was con-
spicoous even through the busiest part of bis professional
life. Not to dwaell on his earlier afforts—aa, for example,
hia rather theoretical paper on the genegis of poerperal
fover in 1848, his paper on obstetric anscultation in 1847,
his paper on spastic etricture of the os woteri in labour,
also in 1847, his articls on the pathology of the hnman
ovam in 1849, sll published in the * Vierteljahreschrift fiir
die praktische Heilkonde herausgegeben von der medicin.
ischen Fuonltit in Prag,’ or his article on the miiology of
abortion in the * Eeitschrift der Wiener Aerzte’ for 1847,—
ke poblished in 1848, while still in Pragune, the firat part of
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hie ¢ Lehrboch.der Geburtshilfe,’ an exhaostive treatise,
and not,as might be inferred from its title,a mere handbeok.:
It waa completed in 1852. It reached foor editions, the last
in 1867.. This great work, characterised by Ineid deserip-
tion, and by the application to obstetrica of the most
recent researchea in physiology, pathology, and chemistry,
st once placed Scavzoni in the foremost rank of cbstet-
riciana. It was one of the most popular treatises on the
snbject in Germany, and it long maintained ita place as a
standard work, Many interesting features of this troatise
might be mentioned. To select two or three points only,
be shows that, contrary to the opinion generally held, the
feetus not uofrequently undergoes a complete change of.
position in the last months of pregnancy, and even during
the first part of labour. He attributes shoulder presen-
tations chiefly to sbnormal relaxation of the uterine wall,.
a condition which he always found present in such cases.
Even in his first edition he advocates cephalic instead of
podalic version in cross-births when circumstances are
favourable. He also shews the nse of an external hand
toaid in performing version.

A smaller work on the same subject, his * Compendinm
der Gebortshilfe,” waa poblished in 1854, and reached a
gecond edition 1o 1861, .

In 1852, on completing his * Lehrbuch,’ he published a
portion of it ns & separate volume, under the title ‘ Dihe
Geoburtahilflichen Operationen.’

In 1853 he commenced the iesne of his serial the
! Beitriige zur Geburtskunde und Gynékologie,’ which was
continned until 1873, and extended to seven volumes. In
addition to editing the “Beitriige” he contributed to it many
articles from his own pen. BSome of these were—The
Fathology of Uterine Flexions, On Van Huevel’s Saw-
Forceps, Malformation of the Femnlse Genital Organs,
On the Employment of Anmsthetics in (bstetric Practice,
On the Pathology of Uterine Polypi, The Becretion
of the Muocons Membranes of the Vagina and of the
Oerviz Uteri—an article written conjointly by EKdlliker
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and Beanzoni—On the Continnance of Ovulation during
Pregoancy, On the Removal of the Vaginel Portion for
the Core of Prolapsus TUberi, and On Marion Bims's
Doctrine of the Canse and of the Treatment of Bterility.
He is strongly'opposed to the mechanical views of Sima,

In the first volume of the *Beitrige,’ pnblished -in
1858, he proposed the indvection of premature laboor of
irritating the nipples by soction with & breast-pump,
having ancceeded in two cases by this method.

In the third volume (1858) he relates a case of death
from the injection of ecarbomic acid into the cervical
eavity in & woman pregnant four months. Doath tool
place in one hoor and threa-guarters. He snbsequently
published another fatal cass, and thos banished from
practice the method of proveking labour which he had
himself omgioally proposed in 1856 in the * Wiener
medizinische Wochenschrift,” where he describes a case
of the sucoesaful indoction of premstore labour by
the passing of carbonic acid into the vagina, He had
been induced to try this method by the statement of
Brown-Béquard that carbonic acid excites contraction in
non-stristed muscular fibre.

In the ffth volume (1869) bhe has an important paper
on a case of chronic inversion of the uterns with critical
remarks, in which be shows that, contrary to the received
opinion, uterine polypi do mot canse inversion of the
nteros, all the supposed cases—twenty-two in nomber—
being found on examination t¢ be merely submucous
fibroids, with a broad, non-pedicnlated base,

He deseribes in his vwrions writinga some rare
obatetric casas, of which the following are the most re-
markable. *~ In the first volume of his *Beitrige’ he
describes and illnstrates by two figures a eurious case of
pregnancy in a rodimeotary oterine horm, with probabls
migration of the ovom from the right ovary to the left
uterine horn, The patient was a woman of thirty-five years
of age, who had praviously aborted of twins, and had after-
warde had threse children. In the seventh volame of the
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f Boitrage! (1873) ho describes one of the few recorded
cases of hernin of the gravid otersws. The nterns, as
shown by the passing of a bougie on one cccasion throngh
the vagina into the deepest part of the hermial tumour,
pnd the ovaries also, were contained in a left ingminal
hernis. At the menstrusl periods he hed found swelling
and tenderness of the contents of the sao. Conception
took place twice, and was followed by spontanecus abor-
tion in the third month the first time, and by indoced
abortion st twenty-one weeks the second time. In the
¢ Allgemeine Wiener medizinische Zeitong' for 1B50 he
relates 8 remerkable case in which the right sacro-iliac
synchondrosis was roptured duriog labour. An sbscoss
of the articulation followed snd appeared at Poopart’s
ligsment, In the same periodical for 1964 he desoribed
a case of pregnancy withont tmmiissis panis. The patient,
twenty-nine years of age, was four months pregnant when
Scaneoni saw her. The orifice in the hymen was barely
large enough to admit a sargical probe. The hymen
itealf wae firm, tenses, and onyielding.

In this country Scanzoni wes best koown se a writer
on diseasos of women.

In 18547 he edited snd enlarged Kiwisch’s ¢ Klinische
Vortrige iiber specielle Pathologie und Therapie der
Krankheiten des weiblichen Geschlechtes,’ The work
baviog been left incomplete at the death of Kiwisch,
Beanzoni added a third volome, which he published in
1855, on diseases of the mamms, diseases of the bladder
and nrethra, and special diseases of the narvouns system,
among which he included puerperal eclampsia and puer-
persl manis.

. In 1857 be pablished his classical work, the * Lehrbuch
der Krankheiten der weiblichen Sexualorgane. This
work reached a fifth edition in 1875, It was translated
into French, snd from Franch inte American, It is im-
possible to reproduce here his excellent deseriptions of
disease which were drawn from his own experience and
ot compiled from other writers, but the following pointa
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way -be noted. Like Braon, he condemns a restricted
specialism, and he argoes that obstetrics and gynmcology
must reciprocally complete each other, He treats in a
masterly way the subject of the fibrinous polypus déscribed
by Kiwisch in 1851. Ho shows that Kiwisch was in error
in supposing that such polypi arise from the coagulation
of menstrnal blood. He forther shows that for their pro-
doction there must previcusly be a cavity in the alerus
and an incomplete abortion—or delivery, as he might have
added. He describes the changes produced by flexions
in the nterine tissmes. Heo romarks that he has never
cured & flexion. He rejects intra-uterine pessaries, after
sufficient experienca of them, as being both useless and
dangerons. In his last edition he expresses his belief in
the usefulness of vaginal pessaries in some cases. He
employs mostly a pelvic girdle or bavdage, with a hypo-
gastric cushion or pad for anteflexion and even for retro-
flexion. He describes that rare affection, varicose aolcer
of the cervix ntori, in the first as wall as in the later edi-
tions, and he was the first to do so. He describes a
simple mesns devised by himeelf for determining the
thickness or thinness of the pedicls of an intra-nterine
polypne. He seized the polypus with forceps and twisted
it round, judging of the thickness of the pedicle by tha
degree of resistance to torsion, He rightly maintains,
contrary to Kiwisch snd others, the oceseionsl presence
of & sonfle in ovarian tomours when solid aud vascular,
As opne means of discovering the presence of fluid in
ovarian tomours, he anscultates, end at the same time taps
on the sbdomen with the hand, thus shaking the liquid
snd prodocing a characteristic sound. It im shown by
Scanzoni in this work thst in bematometra from atresis
of the cervix the walls of the nterus vary, greatly in
thickmess in different cases. It seomed to him that the
uterine wall was thick or thin according as the blood had
acenmulated glowly or rapidly. In one case in which the
uterus contained @ lhs. of blood the walls wero as thin
ss paper, having been.mechanically distended, as he sup.
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poses, before muscular fibres had time to' develop. In
another case, in which the symptoms of occlusion had ex-
isted for five yoars, the uterine wall. was a third of em
inch thick at the upper part. Inall his editions he makes
the corions and intereating observation that paraplegia
may lead to atrophy of the oterns. He had sebn seversl
young women who, previonaly perfectly healthy with regn-
lar menstroation, had ceaged to menstroate after an
attack of paraplegia, and in whom be had found the
nterns extremely small. In several ho had heen able to
verify his diagnosis of nterine atrophy by post-moriem
examination, It is somewhat remarkable—and it speaks
well for the obstetric practice of Wiircburg and the
country round—that in all his editions he says that in bis
experience the most common cavse of vesico-viginal fistula
ia cancer of the unterus extending to the vaginal wall.
The most frequent canse of nrethral caruncles or angio-
mata he considers to be chromic catarrh of the urethral
muocons membrane,

From his-enormous experience in gynmcology, and his
thoroogh investigation of cases, he met with numerocns
examples of rare disenses and of rare conditions,

Thus, in his ‘Lehrboch der Krankheiten der weiblichen
Bexoalorgane,’ he states that in 1849 he was preseot at
the necroscopy of & woman of about sixty years of age,
in whom the right Fallopian tobe was the seat of a hydro-
salpinx the size of a gooss’s egg, and the left-tube was o
finceid eac the size of a hen's egg, with ite abdominal end
completaly closed, but its nterine end patent and about
three-filths of an inch in width. The faceid sec, which
contained & fow drachms of sanguineous fluid, wes an
example, therefore, of the * hydrops tubm profluens” of
Rokitanzky.

He describes in his ‘Lehrboeh? an example of that sx-
tremaly rare affection, abscess of the nterns nocomnected
with pregnancy or with partnrition. The case was that of &
young woman who was seized with severe metritis after
endden suppreation of menstrustion. On the twenty-second
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-dayof her illness symptoms of peritonitis mpawaﬁed Tha
patient died on the thirty-first day. The cause of death
“was faunﬂ to be the rupture of an abscess as large s a
goose's gy in the npper part of the body of the nteras,

¢ He relates also in this work a case of ménstrual reten-
tion from imperforate hymenin a girl of nineteen, in which
after two years -0f severs ‘dysmenorrheoal suﬁnm‘ng tha
hymen suddenly ruptured spontaneously during an attack
of uterine colie, and two pounds of footid decomposed 'I:Ium].
eacaped.

In & woman who died in her sixty-first year, and in
whom up to the time of her death there had been fairly
regular menstrual-like bemorrhages, he found in the
upper part of the cervieal canal twoe mucons polypi the
size of a bean. The overics were quite atrophic and
without any trace of corpus luleum or of fresh blood ex-
travasation. Without & post-morfers examination a quite
migleading inference might have been drawn as to the
persistence of menstroation in snch a case.

In this treatise he also describes a case as primary
-eancer of the left tube, but as there was alsc 8 cancerons
tumour of the right ovary the case is not a conclusive one.

In 1860 in the *Wilrzborger medicinieche Zeitschrift” he
‘deseriben s curions case of periodical hydroris in a Roseian
lady, sged thirty, who cawe under his carein 1858. She
bad six living children. The watery discharge, estimated by
the patient at from six to eight quarts, appeared every
foor weeks. Menstroation was very irregular and very
scanty. The case had beon mistalen for bydrometra, and
had been treated by Jobert (de Lamballe) by the applica-
tion of the actual cautery to the cervix uteri three times.
‘Under the use of the chalybeate waters of Wildungen the
hydruria disappeared,and the menetroation became reguolar.

In the same year and in the same periodicsl he pub-
lished & paper on urticaria as a symptom of irritation of
the female sexual organs. He described three cases in
‘which nrticaria with severe febrile distorbence speedily
followed the spplication of leeches tothe cervix uteri. In
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one of the cases the patient had suffered on mauy ceca-
sions from urticaris at the menstrual period.

His work * Die chronische Metritis," a volome of over
300 pages, published in 1863, is dedicated to the Obstet-
rical Svciety of London, of which he had recently beem
elected an honorary Fellow, and is also addressed to the
Bociety in an introduction or preface, The book was
written to set the sobject of oterine inflammation oo a
soientific and pathological basis, and to combat the views
advanced by Bennet in this conntry and by Beequoernl in
Franco. This work of Scanzoni's is a grest improvement
on previous writings on the subject, and bhas been the
foondation en which subsequent writers have built, A
novel charscteristic of the work is that he wests fully of
the histological changes fonnd in chronic metritis, He
.asserts that the so-called inflamwatory affections of the
cervix uteri bad been made too much of in the preceding
.twenty years, sud that many maladies and many sym-
ptoms with which they had no connection had been abtri-
boted to them. The pathologicsl chenges in the body of
the nterns are of far greater significance, he maintains,
than the awellings, hypertrophies, granulations, snd ulcers
of the cervix. He attaches extreme importance to exces-
sive sexual mdulgence as a cause of metritis. He con-
siders that cne of the chief canses of noute metritis, fol-
lowed by chronie metritis and lifelong sterility, is sexunal
excoss immediately following marriage, and he especially
roprobates the custom of wedding tours, which afford uu-
limited opportapity for such excess. He has traced many
cages to this cause. Henry Beonet had previously ex-
_pressed similar views in his work on Inflammation of the
Uterus, In discussiog membrancns dysmenorrhees he
states that ho had lately noticed the great freqoency with
which membrancos shreds are passed in dysmwencrrhees,
althongh they are not generally discovered uutil they sre
specially looked for. He gives an ingenious theoretical
expianation of the pathological process. There are two
stages, he considers. The first is excessive hypermmia,
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and conseguent swelling snd looseming' of “the mugoss,
The" second stage is & very sbondant production of new
cells in the desper strata of the muocosa, by which the
mure saperficial layers are raised and possibly ssparated
in shreds or portions. Further, the awelling of the mucosa
in the neighbiourhood of the internal o8 mey so impede
the escape of the menstrosl bloed that continuous nterine
contraction is induced, and the locsely attached mucons
membrane is thus thrown off either entire or piecomeal,

In 1882 he published, in the * Festechrift zur dritted
Sagoularfeier der Alma Julia Maximilisna gewidmet von
der medicinischen Facultét der Upiversitdit Wiirgburg,’
sn soconnt of 198 cases of labonr with contracted pelvie
in the Wirsborg clinic since he took charge of it in
November, 1850. ' There had baen 10,557 deliverics from
that time to November lst, 1881, The nomber of con-
tracted pelves was 159, thirty-nine of the patients having
been delivered twice. This wus Scanzoni's last publica-
tion.

In addition to the above he wrote in various periodicals
numerous articles on obstetrics and gynemcology.

In gynmecological sorgery he was strongly conservative,
Thos even in the second edition of his ' Lehrbuch der
Erankheiten der weiblichen Sexualorgans,’ published in
1859, he refused his sanction to the operation of ovario-
tomy, and called it s rash sorgical venture. As late as
1865 he showed his bias by insisting, in the * Wirzburger
medicinische Zeitechrift,” on the inferiority of ovarictomy.
to other surgical operations as u means of radically curing
diseass. If ome ovary is left, disease may, he argued, be
left in it, or may afterwards sttack it ; while if both ova-
‘ries are removed at ome operation the danger to life is
immense,

‘Like most obstetriciane, he songht to improve the tools
with which he worked, His ecophalotribe, which is
described and figured in the first edition of his * Lehrboch
der Geburtshilfe,” with its peculisr apd ingenious com-
pressing mechanism sfter Hiiter, is allowed to be one of
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the best of the'Continental forms of the instrument: So
far a8 I know, it introdaced the operation of cephalo-
tripsy into this country, for it was the instrument employed
by Bir James Simpson in 1861 when he crushed -the
head and efected delivery by it in two cases. Simpson’s
and other English cephalotribes were devised after thm
successful uee of Bcunzoni’s instrument,

Beanzoni's ﬂumplhtor, or Auchenister, described by him
in the * Wiirgburger medicinische Zeitechrift " in 1860, was
intended by himto obviatathe difficalties and risks atbonding
the use of sharp hooks, such as Levret’s or Ramsbotham’s,
snd the denger of demagiog the uterns by instruments
like Braon's key-hook. The Anchonister consists of a
blont hook which is to be passed over the neck of the
fetns, and of = knife-blade which is protected by a
sheath, and is worked by a screw zo ag to ont through the
nack.

He somewhat modified Braun’s funis-repositor, and he
deseribes and figures the modification in the sccond
edition of his * Lehrbuch der Geburtshilfe® (1853).

In his *Lehrbach der Geburtshilfa’ (1853) he describes
and figures s douche-apparatns invented by him, It is
worked by & pump, avd i3 intended for the induction of
laboar by injecting water into the vagine after Eiwiach's
method.

His wodification of Cusco’s speculum, with handles
which can be doubled np for portability, was shown at our
exhibition of instroments in 1866, as was also his cephalo-
tribe.

In the fonrth edition of his *Lehrbuch der Krankheiten
der weiblichen Sexualorgane® (1867) he describes and
figures & pessary for prolapsus invented by him. It con-
sists of a horn or wooden bulb fixed to a short stem, which
is connected by a ball-and-socket joint with a cup which
protrudes through the vulva, and is snpported by & perinmal
bandage. ' He had previonsly employed for prolapsus &
modification by himeslf of Roser’s apparatus, which he
fgures and describes in his first edition (1857),
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In conclosion it may be remarked thet our late hono-
rary Fellow, a professor and practitioner in a provincisl
Bavarian town of 40,000 iohabitants, left his mark upen
almost every obstetrical and gyomoological snbject, and
was renowneld wherever scientific medicine is valued, It
is to Scanzoni ss muoch as to any men that gynméclogy
owes & place among the medical seiences.
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