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Practiceno lefs courageous than uncommon,
feems to have given rife to the differtation

now before us. A woman of fingular forti:
i:ude, about fifty years of age, was much
afflited with prulapfus uteri, After trying
many remedies in vain, and Bemg tired out
with the conunuancc of her complaint, fhe at
length cut into the fubftance of the uterus with
a common kitchen-knife. A. confiderable hae.
morrhage enfued; after which the uterus
gradually contracted, and fhe had neither a
return of the prolapfus, nor was fhe afflicted
_ ‘with any other fympton. Having boafted of
her fuccefs, many women in the neighbourhood
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atficted ‘with the fame complaint, appled foe
her afliftance, and by a fimjlar operation were
effectually cured.

In this paper, Mr Berchelmann prupni'es to
confider how far the method of cure mentioned -
aboye may be applied to every cafe of prolapfus,
either of the uterus or vagina, The common
pra&ice in both cafes, he obferves, is, firft tg
reduce them, and afterwards to keep them in
their- place by proper contrivances, Thefe
however, in maft cafes, ferve rather to palliate
than to remove the complaint, as they muft in
general be perfifted in through Jife. If, there-
fore, this method of cure fhould prove radical,
he is of opipion, that it would be a moft
valuablg difcqvery; and, on that account, he
propefes v offer fome obferyations, firft, upon
the incifioh of the uterus, and then, upon the
fearification of the vagina, when either of them
fuffer a prolapfus,

He fets out with fome obferyations ob the na-
ture of the uterus. Anatomifts, he tells us, have
d:monﬁrm:d that it confifts of membranes 2nd
fle fhy fibres, fupplmd w;th numerous yei’[’cls,
From confidering the manner in which it is con-
n;&e_fi with the neighbouring parts, it would fcarce
feem credible, that a prolapfus could happen.
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Such a difeafe, however, is well known to occur,
not only with married women, but even with
virgins, This, he obferves, can happen only in
confequence of its fubftange fuffering expanfion
and relaxation. To corroborate which it may
be remarked, that the uterus is capable of fuf-
fering greater expanfion than any other part of
the body. It comes, therefore, to be a quettion,
whether, by means of incifion, this uncommon
laxity happening to the uterus can be correfted?

That, upon an incifion of the uterus, fuch
an cffeét will happen, Mr Berchelmann thinks
is very evident. The wounded veflels will pour
forth their contents, and, by this means, lati«
tude will be afforded for contraétion, which
will happen both to the blood-veflels and to the
fubftance of the uterus itfelf, in confequence of
the ftimulus from the cutting inftrument. No#
is there, in his opinion, any reafon in this cafe,
“to apprehend danger from the wound, as,
from the contraftion of the uterus, its edges
will be clofely applied to each other, and the
external air will have no accefs to it, He
allows, . however, that this method of cure will
* have no effeft when prolapfus happens merely
in confequence of laxity in the ligaments, as
the difeafed part is then out of reach, and will



46 MEDICAL
riot be affeted by a wound given to that which
is foutid.

After thefe obfervations oh proldpfus uteri;
ftriétly fo called, the atithor obferves, ‘that the
prolapfus vaginae is 4 mich more frequent dif~
eafe: Toa determine the propriéty of incifion
if the ture of it, the hature of the vagina muft
alfo be confidered.  Anatoriifts agree, that it is
copioufly fupplied with blood-veffels; that it -
is more membranous than the uterus; and,
from its numerous nerves, more exquifitely
fenfible, Taking it for granted, thercfore;
that, in this cafe as well as the former, pro-
lapfus proceeds from relaxation, incifion will
here be ufeful vpon the fame principles. And
this method of cure he thinks fuperior t6
that which 1s in general recommended ;
becaufe it has a better chance of proving
tadical, , 5

Having thus corfidered the advantages which
may be fuppofed to arife from incifion; he con=
cludes with fome obfervations tending to fhew,
that they may with lefs danger be obtained from
fcarification. In pi‘dﬂf of this; he adduces twa
cafes of hydropic tumours, the one of the prae-
putium, the other of the nymphae, in which it
proved fuccelsful. As in thefe cafes it had a good



COMMENTARIES. 4

effect, he thinks there can belittle doubt that it
.will be attended with ftill greater acivantage ina
difeafe of a membtanous and flethy part, pro-
ceeding intirely from relaxation. This opinion,
however, he refers to be determined by thefe
two great criterions which fhould regulate the
judgement of all phylicians, Reafon and
Experience.





