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Medical Obfervations and Inquiries,

Of the Management proper at the
Ceffation of the Menfes. By John Fothers
gill, M. D. F.R. §. -

T the MEDICAL SOCIETY isn London.

GENTLEMEN,

HERE is a period in the life of fe-

males to which, for the moft part,

they are taught to look with fome degree

of anxiety ; as a period on which depends

their enjoying a good or bad ftate of health
during the refidue of their lives.

The various and abfurd opinions rela-
tive to the ceafing of the menftrual dif-
charge, and its confequences, propagated
through fucceffive ages, have tended to em-
bitter the hours of many a fenfible wo-
man. Nor have thefe miftaken notions been
confined to them only; they have occu-
pied the minds of fuch who ought to have
been better informed : fome praétitioners,
in other refpe@s able and judicious, if they
have not favoured thefe erroneous and ter-
rifying notions, feem not to have endea-
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Medizal Obperuations and Inquiries. 164

voured to corre®, with the diligesce and
humanity which an obje& like this res
quires. o

The defign of this Effay is to contributs
my mite towards fo neceflary a purpofe to
aflit in removing thefe groundlefs apprea
henfions, and to fubftitute a.teafonable
confidence, that, with very little aid, Na«
ture is fufficient to provide for her own fea
curity on this occafion.

You muft forget for a moment that I .
am fubmitting thefe remarks to the judg-
ment of a fociety, every member of which,
perhaps; is as capable of this work, and
fome much better than myfelf. I am writs
ing to many fenfible young men in the pro«
feffion of phyfic, who, though they may
have applied themfelves to the general
findy and praltice of our profeflion with-
diligence and fuccefs, may not yet, pere
haps, know where to look for fuclh infor-
mation on this fubject as may be fufficient
to fatisfy themfclve$ and their patients,
what management is proper when- the
menfes are about to ceafe.

Vor. V. M To
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162 Medical Obfervvations and Inquiries.
" To propofe a regimen that fhall fuit all
the different cafes that 'may occur, would
require a volume. To give fome general
dire@ion is all:I propofe, without entering
into a minute defcription of the commence-
ment, progrefs, and termination of the
menfes. I muft fuppofe every thing of this
kind is already known, and that the fingle
queftion is, what condu@®, what manage-
ment is neceffary to be obferved when the
menfes are about to ‘ceafe, by the patient
who confults her phyfician on the occafion..
We are now fenfible that the menftrual dif-
charge is not what it was too long and too
generally believed to be by many of the fex,
an evacuation of peccant matter and mor-
bid humour, fometimes acrimonious and
malignant, whofe retention never fails to
‘be extremely injurious, from its noxious
qualities, to the conftitution. What opi-
nion the ancients entertained concerning it
‘I need not repeat to you: That its malig-
nancy was fuch as to affect even inanimate
bodies. But thefe fables are wholly difbe-
lieved, except by fome of thofe who ought

ta

4
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‘to be undeceived in a matter that fo much
concerns them. -

It is now well known, and the fex can=
fnot be too generally apprized of it,that the
menftrual difcharge poflfefles no fuch in-
jurious or malignant properties 5 that it is
~ folely a redundancy of that pure, vital blood
which animates the whole frame of a
healthy perfon; and that its retention is
by no means attended, in general, with ef-
feCts that are not as eafily.removed as any
diforder to which they are fubje&.

That fome acrimonious, morbid humours
may be difcharged together with the menfes,
when any fuch exift, is not improbable.
So it happens likewife to men {ubjeét to the
piles, or other preternatural excretions, -

Women who have unhappily imbibed
that prejudice, are naturally alarmed at the
confequences they apprehend muft enfue
from fuch a change in their conftitution ;
and the more ftrongly they are prepofiefled
with a belief, that by this channel has been
regularly difcharged whatever had a ten- -
dency to produce difeafes, the more: they

M 2 are
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are terrified with apprchenfions of fome of
the worft complaints : and, indeed, itisnot
feldom that by fuch anxiety, they bring on
diforders that are not cafily removed, at-
tributing them to the caufe we are {peak~
ing of, whilft they principally originate
from anxiety. '

For the moft part the menftrual dif-
charge, as.has been mentioned, proceeds
from a redundancy of good and heaithy
blood : this redundancy is formed for the
moft neceffary purpofes; continues whilft'
this neceflity fubfifts, and ceafes when, ac- -
cording to the contftitution of the female
frame, it is no longer required. ‘

"The powers communicated to the human
fyftem, generally exprefled by the term
Nature, are fuch as {pontaneoufly bring
about this ceflation. The provifion for the
menfes ceafes, an extra quantity of blood
is not generated, and the veflels provided
for its regular difcharge by degrees collapfe,
and in general all this proceeds without
any the leaft interruption to the health of
the fubje&t in which this alteration hap~
pens. Here it might not be improper to

L mention
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mention at what time this alteration firft
begins, and the general period of its ceffa-
tion. Thefe circumftances, however, may
be found elfewhere fo amply treated of, as
to render it as unneceffary as it is foreign
to my prefent defign.

There are great numbers of women in
whom the menftrual difcharge ceafes, with«
out their perceiving any alteration in their
ufual health. There are fome¢ who, from
being invalids during a part of the feafon
which is appropriated to menftruation, find
themfelves by degrees recovering health
~ and vigour, to which they have been ftran-
gers during that period when this difcharge
leaves them entirely. Very tender, deli-
cate, relaxed habits fubject to copious dif-
charges, are often much benefited by the
ceflation. All, however, are not fo fortu-
nate. Some alterations frequently fuper-
vene, that render affiftance neceflary.

Amongft thefe alterations, the moft fre-
quent are fuch as arife from a redundancy
of blood and immoderate difcharges from
various caufes.

.M3 'A.bout
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About the time whén this change is to
happen, or not long after, many perfons
.find the diforders to which #¢hey have here-
tofore been ' fubjedt, more frequent and
more troublefome. Some are afflited with
the well-known fymptoms of . plethors,
heat, fluthings, reftlefs nights, troublefome
dredms, and unequal fpirits ; others are at-
ticked with inflammations of the bowels, or
other internal parts, {pafmodic affections
of various parts, ftiffnefs in the limbs,
fwéllgd ancles, with pain and inflammation,
the piles, and other effe@s of plenitude.
In thefe cafes it feems as if the organs,
which were inftituted with a defign of pro-
viding the patural furplus, continued to
produce this effect, whilft the fize of the
veflels deftined to difcharge it, was dimi-
nifhed, or they were collapfed entirely.

This cafe is oppofite to the former; in
that the organs of excretion continued tq
exccute their functions, and aGually dif-
charged a portion of blood from the com-
won mafs, whilft thofe organs which are
- formed to provide a furplus in ‘enfeebled
bab;ts, were only capablc of maintaining

. the
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the neceflary ftock. And on the difparity. .
in the operations of thefe two different or-.
gans, in fa@®, depend moft of the com-,
plaints incident to the fex at this particular,
period. In fome the provifion ceafes be-.
fore any change is produced in the excre-.
tary veflels. . In others the excretory ve(~
fels become unfit for their office, whilft the
organsfor accumulating blood continue ta
be efficacious. :
. From this view of the fubje& it wxll be
lefs difficult for the pra&itioner to form a
Judgmcnt of what is fit to be done on various
emergencies: it will be eafy to difcover
how far evacuations are likely to avail ;
and when other means become neceflary.
‘Thofe of full plethoric habits, accuftomed
to copious evacuations, will find great re,
lief by bleeding frequently in moderate
quantities, keeping the bowels lax, and
moderating their diet. They are, for the
motft part, attacked about the time of men-
ftruation with {udden fluthing heats, fuce
ceeded by. inftantaneous fweats, continu-
ing for a few feconds, then going off for a
fhort time, and again recarring many timeg
M 4 in
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jn the day; they are worft after eating, in
# room much heated, in large aflemblics,
in bed, attended with reftlefinefs and fright-
ful dreams, Thefe gradually abate for a
few weeks, and as the period approaches
egain, come on, and fo fucceflively, for &
year or two, or more, terminating fomew
times in large immoderate fluxes ; fomee
times in apoplexies, palfies, and other dife
cafes arifing from plenitude.

If fuch are advifed to lofe four, five, or
fix ounces of blood, at the diftance of two,
thres, or four moaths, juft .as the vchew
mence of the fymptoms require, every thing
of this may be happily prevented ; and as
the occafion for bleeding daily decreafes, its
repetition may be put off to longer ine
&Wals,

" It happens frequently, that fome cire
cumftances attend the patieats, which ins
dure practitioners to omit this gperation,
or at leaft induce the patients ta obje& ta
it in fuch a mapner as to get it poftponed,
They allege they are fubje@ to nervous
vomplaints; they never could bear bleede
dng; it always hurt them, and the like,

T But
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Bat with a full, hard pulfe, great heat, and
the other fymptoms defcribed, one need not
fear the increafs of any fuch complaints;
on the contrary, as they proceed fo evi-:
dently from plenitude, they feldom fail to

give way to moderate and repeated evacu-

It is not unufual in fuch cafes to be in-
formed that the patient has fwelled ancles;
. and that bleeding would inevitably, at that
time of life, bring on a dropfy. But if
this fulnefs appears to be hard, inflamed,
and painful, as is moft commonly the cafe
in fome degrec, the lancet and fome gentle
laxative will {carcely fail of removing, in-
fread of aggravating, the complaint; and
recourfe may be had to the fame remedies,
if the like complaints recur.

There is another circumftance often hap-
pens at this period, fometimes owing to
the negle@ of evacuations at a proper time,
fometimes to the ufe of improper medi-
cines, fometimes to the peculiar conftitution
of the patient; I mean an immoderate flux
of the menfes, which often requires the ut.

: moft
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moft care in its reftraint and future regu-
lation. .

For the moft part this happens to women
of fanguine habits, living well, accuftomed
to copious evacuations, .ar to the gcneral
effeéts of plenitude: _

If, in fuch conftitutions, the evacuations
are not: very corfiderable, . their health_is
often: interrupted, ecither by frequent in-
flammations of the tonfils, and other glan-
dular parts, or they have the rheumati{m,
eryfipelas, or the piles; if in thefe habits.
the. menfes ceafe very fuddesnly, they are
‘either expofed-.to the complaints above
mentioned, more fiequently, and to a more
violent degree, or to repeated and exceffive
fleodings. A little attention to thefe cir-
cumftances will often point out the means
of effetual preventiom. But if it does
happen, it feems much more prudent to
reftrain the flux by gentle laxatives, cool-
ing medicines, reft, anodynes, a moft fpar-
ing diet, and this not too liquid, than by
very copious bleeding, and aftringents of
any kind. '

L There

history-of-obgyn.com



Medical Obfervations and Inguiries. 171

‘There is another kind of habit to which-
fuch immoderate difcharges are too fami-
liar. To perfons of very irritable confti-
tutions, and at the fame time not remark-
ably plethoric. If in fuch conftitutions the
menfés go off very fuddenly, it happens
fometimes that the impetus.of the blood on
the uterine fyftem produces a violent he-
morrhage that enfecbles extremely at the
time, and as it increafes the irritability of
that part of the fyftem in particular, fub-
jects the patient to very frequent and ex-
penfive relapfes,

In thefe cafes, bleeding would undoubt-
edly increafe the difeafe. Medicines that
allay irritation, anodynes, quiet, a mo-
derate cordial, as wine, and a light nutri-
tive diet, at once take off the caufe, and en-
able the patient to fupport the expence
with the lefs difficulty.

It has happened that a regular intermit-
tent has been attended with a regular and
immoderate flux. In feafons when autum-
nal intermittents are frequent, fuch cir-
cumftances will now and then happen to
patients who have fuffered confiderable lofs

about
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about the time of ceflation. In fuch cafes,
the bark given, with the fame freedom as
in curing the ague, fafely cures both the
flux and the intermittent.

Sometimes thefe immoderate fluxes pro-
ceed from fom# irritating caufe refident in
the uterus or the parts contiguous to i,
And amongft thefe none is more common
than that depofition of acrimeny which
precedes a cancer of the parts.

- In fuch cafes the moft appofite remedies
“are often incffetual. The flux is attended
with pain and heat darting acrofs the pubes,
from hip to hip, and down. to the middle
- of the'thigh. Large clots of blood are fre-
quently difcharged, that give exquifite pain
in paffing, and at the fame time the flux is

-inereafed by the ftimulus.
* It is not uncommon in fuch cafes to fee
the bark adminiftered very freely, and I
am afraid to no good purpofe. Indeed it
requires the hand of a matfter to give this
medicine properly in uterine difcharges.
In cafes of plenitude it is injurious; it
feems to be fo likewife in this cafe juft de-
feribed.  In fuch as proceed from mere de-
bility
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bility and relaxation, it may ftand amuch
better chance of being ufeful ; but it is

to be feared, that incipient, fchirrous, and

other obftru&ions have been much aggras
_ vated by the injudicious exhibition to re~
ftrain a difcharge which depended on caufes
mot in the power of this great medicine to
fabdue.

To enter into all the particulars-that at«
tend this event will be unneceflary.  Per-
mit me, however, to make fome remarks
upon the kind of purgatives that are much

in ufe upon thefe occafions, and to fome of °

which there are very juft obje&ions.

An opinion generally prevails among the
fex, that purgatives are particularly ne.
ceflary at this jun&ure; and is aflented to
by the generality of practitioners, who,
had they made a proper choice, would have
alted more prudently. Various prepara+
tions of aloes, the tindura facra, pil ruff,
elixir proprietatis, and other compofitions
of this kind are recommended, from one
t0 another, as proper purgatives to be ufed
on the ceflation of the menfes.

AN

But .
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But if we reflect a little upon the known
effeéts of this drug, in all its preparations,
we fhall find it almoft uniformly producing
the piles, if taken long together, and in
confiderable dofes.

From its effe&t in ftimulating the hemor-.
rhoidal veins and contiguous parts, it has
long been adopted as the bafis of moft me-
dicines exhibited with a view to promote
the menftrual difcharge in young females,
where it does not appear at the ufual time,
or in a proper quantity, and often with
fuccefs. It can fcarcely then be rational to

give that medicine, which is found to be
efficacious from its power of irritating the
hemorrhoidal and contiguous veflels, and
determining the blood with a due degree of
. force on the uterus, to produce the menfes,
at a time when we are endeavouring to
abate this impetus, rather than increafe it :
in fhort, it feems highly abfurd to make
ufe of thofe medicines when the menfes
are about to ceafe, and ought fo to do,
which are given to provoke and promote
this evacuation. Inftead, therefore, of coun-

5 tenancing
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tenancing a pra@ice which is not only un-
reafonable in theory, but injurious in prac-
tice, every convenient opportuhity ought
to be embraced, to expofe and correcta po-
pular error, than which perhaps there are
few in thecircle of medicine that are more
mifchievous. _

Repeated inftances have occurred to me,
of grievous inconveniences arifing from
thefe heating medicines ; the piles, ftran-
gury, immoderate difcharges of the men-
fes, racking pains in the loins, reprefent-
ing labour-pains, and other fimilar com-
plaints. :

There are many perfons, it is true, who
cannot eafily bear the more cooling pur-
gatives ; very tender, delicate habits are
moftly affected by them : but it is not dif-
ficult to contrive cathartics, neither heating
like the aloes, and other gummy, refinous
medicines, nor yet chilling as the falts.
Rhubarb, - fena, magnefia, fulphur medi-
cines, {mall dofes of jalap, and various
combinations of them, will fupply fuffi- -
cient variety to the prefcriber and the pa-
tient. '

- It
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It will be of more cfficacy in curing of
.comp]amts arifing from the caufes we are
treating of, to contrive fome eafy method of
preventing coftivenef(s, than to be dealing
often and freely with purgatives of any
kind. Ithappensinfome conftitutions, that
‘the menftrual difcharge is protrated much
- beyond the ufual period of its ceflation in
others. Whilft it proceeds regularly, comes
at the proper time, and in due quantity, the
patient in the mean time percejving no ine
conveniency, no perceptions of declining
health, fuffers it to keep its courfe, without
attemptmg to reftrainit. Should the health
in general fuffer by it, the fame means that
fucceed in leflening immoderate difcharges,
may properly be applied in this cafe.

When the menfes are about to go off,
for the moft part they appear irregularly,
both in time and quantity ; once ina fort-
night, three, five, or fix weeks, fometimes
very fpa.ringly, -at other times in immode-
rate quantities.

Great lofles of this kmd are often pre-
vented by taking away four or five ounces
of blood, a few days after the firft men~

5 ftrual
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firual fuppreffion. This prevents the ac+
cumulated blood from ruthing with force
upon the uterine veflels at the enfuing pe-
riod, and producing pain of a too copious
hcmorrhage By degrees the occafion for
fuch artificial evacuation diminifhes, and
the patient’s health becomes firmly efta-
blithed.

An opinion in favour of iffues at this
period of life has occupied the minds of
many patients ; fome with the hopes of pres
vcntmg all future evils capable of proceed-
ing from this caufe ; others with the terro¢
of carrying about with them for life a drain
which they think of with extreme difguft.
Perhaps the ufe of thefe outlets defervefome
confideration. When a patient has in early
life been fubje& to cutaneous eruptions,
fore eyes, glandular fwellings, or other ob- -
vious marks of morbid humourfubfifting in
the conftitution, and all which may have
difappéared about the time the menfes be-
came regular, if no invincible oppofition
is made to it, a drain is now certainly ad-
vifeable, and may prevent many incoftve-
niencies.

Vor. V. N Should.
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Should any cutaneous foulnefles, any ul-
‘cerations, any fugitive pains of the can-
cerous or r}ieum‘atic kind, hardneffes in the
 breatt, of other parts, be evident, all fuch

complaints- would probably be in part re-
lieved by ifflues. But when none of thefe
circumftances appear, or have appeared, it
feems fcarce reafonable either to propofe or
permit a certain inconveniency, to cal it
by no harther a term, in order to cure a
difeafe that has no exiftence.

It is neceflary to enjoin, in many cafes,
a moft ftri¢t attention to diet and exercife,
to the full and plethorick efpecially. Meat

fuppers fhould be avoided as much as pof-
~ fible, and likewife much animal food, by
thofe who are liable to immoderate evacu-
ations. If they could fubfift two or three
days in a week on pudding, vegetables,
and things prepared from them, fuch a me-
thod would contribute greatly to prevent
not only thefe copious difcharges, but va-
rious accidents that arife from plenitude,
fuch as palfies, apoplexies, fevers, and in-
flammations. © Their liquors fhould be re-

gulated likewife by a fimilar fcale.
) I They
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They fhould aveid all heating exercife,
frequenting large aflemblies or hot clofe
rooms, near the approach of the ufual pes
riod. In the intervals; exctmfe will be exa
tremely neceffary.

It will not be altogether foreign to thxs
fubje&, to mention two cafes which now
and then occur in pra@iee, and fometimes
coft both the patlent and phyfician fome
perplexity.

A woman enjoying very good hcalth,
fometimes is feized with a total fuppreffion
of the menfes, much fooner-than they
ought to difappear, perhaps foon after thirty .
years of age. A fever, furprife, anxiety,
fudden and violent cold, efpecially if it
happens at the time, will put a total ftop
to the difcharge. :

For many months, fometimes a year or
two, fhe feels very little effet upon her
health by this fuppreffion, perhaps grows
plump, and feems difpofed to corpulency ;
by degrees, however, fhe perceives herfelf
_ not to be fo well as ufual; the is liable to
eolds, inflammations of the tonfils, eryfi-
pelatous eruptions, rheumatifms, but moft

"N 2 . commonly
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commonly fevere affe@ions of the bowels,
cither inflammatory, bilious, or fpafmodic ;
one or other of thefe return frequently, and
_ often violently, in fix weeks, two months,
or longer, but at no very regular periods ;
and in this manner continue to harafs the
conftitution (if the perfon furvives the fe-
vere attacks of the colic or other diforders
incident to this ftate) till about the time
when the menfes thould ceafe fpontane-
oufly.

An attention to the caufe of thefe difor-
ders fupplies us with a natural and effica-
cious remedy. Subftitute at convenient
diftances artificial evacuations, inftead of
the natural one that is fuppreffed, and, if
pofiible, previous to the diforders to which
the fuppreflion has given rife ; bleeding in
fmall quantities two or three times a year;
moderate purgatives frequently exhibited,
and, particularly, attention to their diet,
which ought to be moderate and mild. At
the firft fenfations of ficknefs, or great h:;t
and reftleflnefs, or pains beginning to
fe&t the ftomach or bowels, or any of thofe
fymptoms which have ufually been the

fore-
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forerunners of the diforders above men-
tioned, then is the feafon far preventing
thofe difficulties which arife from this pre-
ternatural fuppreffion.

Another cafe likewife fometimes occurs
in pratice, which it may not perhaps be
improper to mention.

Women of an apparently healthy, fan-.
guine conttitution, difpofed to corpulency,
" ulfing little exercife, accuftomed to live plen-
tifully, perceive a fudden fuppreflion of the
menfes, at a time of life when there is rea-
fon to expet many years continuance;
from thirty-five years of age and upwards ;
in a little time they grow full, the belly

feems to fwell, with tenfive pains, painin

the breaft, fome enlargement of them like-
wife, fome little ficknefs in the mornings,
diflike to particular foods, and other {ymp-
toms fimilar to thofe of pregnancy ; and .
married women are fo fully fatisfied of it,
as to believe themfelves in this fituation,
and that they actually perceive the motions
of the child.
This circumftance happens meoft com- -
monly to thofe women who have been
' N 3 marri¢d

history-of-obgyn.com




history-of-obgyn.com



Medical Obfervations and ingw}z}:. 183

derived, but not always clearly. The pro

r treatment is, however, not difficult to
difcover. The general turgefcence, though
it proceeds primarily froma retention of the
menfes, does not appear to be confined to
the uterine veflels alone; all the venous
fyftem of the lower belly is affeCted;
the lymphatics alfo, in confequence of
the general oppreflion. The legs often
fwell, the piles are almoft always troubles
fome ; the patientsare generally coftive, the
urine in {mall quantities and often dif-
charged, and all the thinper fecretions di«
minithed. Yet the countenance and ap-
* pearance of the whole habit denote a ge-
neral plenitude, but very different from the
bloated body of an hydropic. Repeated
bleeding in fmall quantities always gives
relief. Sulphur and magnefia, or other
eafy laxatives given conftantly, prevent the
piles, and keep the belly gently open.” Re-
gular exercife on horfeback, or in a' car-
riage, is quite neceflary to effe® a cure,
which is for the moft part flow and tedi-
ous, but in general certain. Purgatives
approaching to the draftic kind are often
injuripus, and fo are cepious evacuations

N 4 by
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by bleeding, though fmall ones are effen+
tially neceflary. Their diet thould be light,
but not too liquid. By means like thefo
the general fullnefs gradually fubfides;
they feldom have any return of the menfes,
except now and then fome flight inti-
mations.

Permit me to mention another cafe,
which, though it does not abfolutely relate
to the prefent fubjed, is not quite foreign
to it. Nothing, perhaps, is more excru-
<iating to the patients, nor in commonmore
difficult to cure, than painful menftruation ;
it impairs their health at prefent, and
feems to render them lefs prolific in future ;
To the fufferers it is a meft ferious evil.
By the following fhort procefs I have been
happy enough to relieve feveral: Let the
patient have by her a few pills, confifting
of extr. theb. gr. j. each, made foft with a
little of any kind of conferve, She is to
take one of thefe pills the moment the finds
the pain attending this difcharge coming
on. A pill may be taken every hour till
the pain goes off; they feldom require more
than two of thefe pills; one is often fuf-

' ficient,
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ficient, if given early,; and it eught to be.
~a conftant rule obferved in adminiftering

anodynes, to give them, when they are

plainly indicated, carly. It requires much

lefs of an opiate to obviate pain than to"
quict it when acute.

Let the patient keep cither in or upon
the bed, at leaft in a recumbent pofture;
let her drink moderately of any diluting
liquor, any of the herb teas, weak whey,
thin broth, or what elfe her conftitutiog
may particularly require.

When the time is paft, a courfe of cha-
lybeate bitters, in fmall dofes, may be con~
tinued till within a few days of the return;
and the belly fhould be kept open by fome
proper laxative; two or three grains of
cathart. extraé?. with half the quartity of
calx antimonii illota, taken cvery night,
will often fucceed perfeitly well. The
anodyne muft ftill be in readinefs to take
when the pain comes on, and to be taken
to fuch a quantity as to mitigate the pain,
Jet the dofe be what it may.

This excruciating pain feems to be fpaf-
modic, and to procced from the extreme

3 mxtabxhty
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irritability of the uterind fyftem : The
blood naturally determined hither, in or-
der to its being difcharged, by diftending
the very irritable veflels, occafions the
fpafm ;. this produces a conftriction of the
veflels ; they become impervious, and the
aifus to the difcharge continuing, the pain
becomes exquifite and general, till the pa-
tient, worn out with the ftruggle, is debili-
tated and funk ; the fluids are thendifmified,
fome cafe fucceeds, but the patient is often
fo reduced as not to recover her ufnal
firength before the has another confli@t to,
undergo.

The fluor albus is frequently the confc-
quence of this ftruggle, and it would feem
as if the uterus itfelf was fo far a fufferer as
to be rendered by degrees lefs fit for fecun-~
dation. I think it has been obferved by
other phyficians, as well as myfelf, that
few of thofe who have fuffered much in
‘the manner here defcribed, have borne chil-
dren.
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