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OBSERVATIONS
EXTRAORDINARY CASE

or

RUPTURED UTERUS,

RUPTURE of the gravid Uterus

is mentiened by writers, as an ac-
cident thmtemng the moft imminent dan=
ger to the patient ; but though dangerous,
not neceffarily fatal. 1t has probably been
the caufe of death, both before and foon
after delivery, more frequently than has
been known ; as the prejudice which pre-
vails againft the opening dead bodies, of-
ten prevents any particular inveftigation
of the caufe of thefe fudden and melan-

choly events,
A2 t
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It is fomewhat remarkable, that the
writers ~on midwifery; of an early, and
of a later date, fhould agree to admit a
principle, to which their practice is in di-
reét oppofition. They grant that wounds
of the uterus are not certainly mortad ; yet
when a feetus has wholly efcaped into the
‘cavity of the abdomen through a rupture,
they, almoft with one confent, abandon the
patient to her fate.” If indeed the greateft
part of thechild remains 7z utero, they coldly
recommend its extraction by inftruments,
or by turnmg, but offer no expedient tore-
lieve in the firft cafe, exeepting what is
as barbireus and as hopelefs, as leaving
the woman ' to- penﬂa -undelivered. ' The
Cafarian fetion’ is’ i propofed gs the only
method Wthh aﬂ'ords a prdbablhty of fav
ing either the Iﬁothcr or child ; and has
been prmc1pally recommended by foreign
fprgeons, who feem fond of the parade of

an Oper atIOll

The pradtice of | midwifery about forty
years ago, was become much too artificial.

country we have not been
fo
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fo ready in havmg recourfe to thc knife,
as the dccéucheurs of 4 ﬁelghbourmg na~
tion ; yét there prevalléd atfiong 1§ at that
time, a rage for theé inventioh and im-
provement’ of 1nf’cruments ‘to facilitate
delivery. The powers of the conftitution
~ were often thought to want affiffance and
corfedtion ; and artificial means were ever
at hand to remedy thefe fuppofed defecs. .
It i§ not to be doubted, but much' mif=
chief was doné by adopting this’ miftaken
fyf’cem ‘ahd the fex are highly indebted to
the late Dr. Hunter, who'ftood foth their
pbwerfuf champioh. He; by his fkill, ex~
petiefice and chataéter, contributed greatly
to reftore the art to'its genuine: fimplicity,
and taught his puplls to depetid with'more’
.conﬁdenge, on’ the ‘ation' of the’ natural
powers, ' But even’ this confiderice,- well-
founded as it in’ general appears to be; is
liable ta’ be catfied €0 a faulty éxtrethe;
and the proffibility of doing too” much,
ating on a difpofition riaturally cautious,
- often produces dangerous and fatal delays:
For exceffive caution ﬁequently led him to
difcourage endeavours, which a lefs timid
Az conduct
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conduct might fometimes have rendered
fuccefsful. The cafe of a ruptured uterus
was one of thofe,in which he feemed averfe
to attempt any thing; as if unwilling to
give pain, where he defpaired of being able
todo good : and his great reputation gave
particular influence to his opinion, Dr.
Renman, with a franknefs and candour
which does him honour, has communi-
cated to me a cafe (No. 15) expreflive of
his own opinion; and I may venture to
fay, was that which generally prevalled at
the time. The recovery of Mrs. Manning
gave rife to a new train of ideas on the
fubjet, and induced me to enqmre how
far this general defpondency was juftifi-
able,. Whatever may be the effect of this
cnquu'y, I am much pleafed to have it in
© my power to communicate the hiftory of
a cafe, in which there can be no doubt,.
cither of the nature of the accident, or
the recovery of the patient,
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On September the 12th, 1784 about
noon, I was defired by one of the mid-
wives of the Lying-in-Charity, to vifit
Mrs. Manning of Denzil-ftreet, Clare-
Market. She had been feized the night
before with flight laboux;pains ; the mem-
branes had been ruptured eight hours; and
the pains had continued regular from that
time : yet, though the os tincee was con-
fiderably dilated, the child did not advance.
The womtan was become extremely reftlefs,
complaining of exceffive pain in the region
of the pubis; her looks were wild, threaten-
ing convulfions ; and the fears of both
midwife and attendants were excited to
fuch a degree by thefe appearances, as to
~ induce them to beg my advice. The head
of the child, though plainly to be felt,
was not engaged within the brim of
the pelvis. She feemed to fuffer agony
during the action of the pains; yet thefe
did not force the child ftrongly againft the
os tince, which was foft and yielding.
Each retarn of pain caufed her to wreath

A4 and
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and twift, as if ﬁ'lffering from violent cho-
lic, very unlike the urging throes of com-
mon laBour ‘but her pulfe was calm and
regufar nor did fhe make any part1cular_
»complamf exceptmg of the pain in thé
region of the pubis. This bemg the ftate
of the cafe, there feemed to be no reafon to
induce me. to prec1g1fatc the dehvcry 'I'
therefore dlreé’tcd the patient to be kept 4§
cool as poEble, the weathicr Beirig extreme-
ly hot; ordered the midwife to watch
the progrefs of the Iabouf, without much.
toliching ; arid fo be gtndcd by c1rcurn~
ﬁances in fendmg for me.

' This woman was in ftature low ; her
limbs fmall and her complcxmn pale and'
fallow : . her’ ‘conflitution was naturally
weak and delicate, but i general healthy:*
the was above thirty years of age, ‘and this
was her fourth pregnancy : ‘two ‘of her
children were living, -and her former Ias
‘bours had been very hngermg '

~ About nine o'clock the fame évening,
the midwife informed me,—¢ That thére”
‘ - ¢ had
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¢ had been a difcharge of blood from the .
¢ vagina fome time after I left her, which
¢ however did not-continue; that the pains
« had been more fevere for an hour or two,
“'and apparently with fome effect; but
¢ had ceafed about half an hour after fix
¢ o'clock.. From that time there had been
¢ no return of labour pains; reaching,
< with an- ineeffant craving for drink had
¢ ¢ome on ; and the poor woman feemed
¢ at fometimes like one frantic, at others
¢ almoft lifelefs.”

- T vifited her immediately, and was truly
dlarmed by her appearance. Her counte-
nance was pale and ghaftly ; her face was
- lengthened and bedewed with cold fweat ;
her pulfe was fcarcely to be felt; her breath-

ing was fhort and quick, with great anxie-

ty ; but the complained of no particular
pain, excepting in the region of the pubis.

The naufea and thirft were continual, and

the returns of reaching very frequent,

. By examination in the common way, I
could diftinguifh nothing, excepting a
. round
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‘round moveable fubftance, which I fup=
pofed to be the head of the child; but be-
ing only able to reach it with the points
of my fingers, I could not determine with
any certainty what it was. The woman
appeared to be in extremis ; and my mind
was fo wholly occupied by her danger,
as to preclude all reafoning with refpet to
the caufe. Immediate delivery feemed to
promife the only chance of relief, which-
though very flender, I refolved to afford
her, by turning the child. There was no
difficulty in paffing my hand ; and the fub-
ftance which I had fuppofed to be the
~child, fled before the tips of my fingers :
by following it, I at laft found my hand
in a cavity, which in no fort refembled
that of the uterus. I was then forcibly
and painfully ftruck with the nature of
the cafe; and on examining all round,
with cautlon and gentlenefs, I could with
certainty determine that my hand was in
‘the cavity of the abdomen : the child ly-
ing on the fore part ; on the back part,
the eontracted uterus like an oblong ball ;
ax*d the inteftines hanging among wy fin-
gersa
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gers, " Itis not eafy to imagine how mife-
rable I felt at this moment. No hope of
doing good to the woman, from the ufual
event of fuch cafes; no poffibility of con-
fulting with any of my brethren; and a ne-
ceflity of determining mﬁantly, how I
was to proceed. I decided in favour of
immediate delivery, as my hand was alrea-
dyin contaét with thechild ; the feet eafi-
ly to be found; and no poffible advantage
to be expeted from delay : befides, that
the death of the patient might reafonably
be expeted to happen; and I was well
aware of the dreadful impreflion which the
death of a woman undelivered, would make
upon the minds of others. I met with no
obftrution to the turning and extraction
of the child, excepting in the paffage of the
head through the brim of the pelvis. While
my hand was in fearch of the feet, I thought
" 1 could perceive that the placenta was like-
wife in the abdominal cavity; therefore ex-
pe@ed it would be eafily brought away: but
in this I was miftaken; for it had fo clung
to the inteftines, that I was again wnder
the peceflity of introducing myhand to

detach
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detach it. This was not difficult; and
gave me an opportunity of being ftill bet-~
ter inftructed in the nature of the injury.
The uterus: feemed to have been ruptured
tranfverfely, on the lower and fore part,
fome diftance above where the vagina is
eonneéted with it: and it was more con-
traéted in its fize, than I thought poffible
in the few hours which had elapfed fince
the accident. The hazmorrhage was not
greater than is ufualina common labour :
But the woman complained, that not-
withftanding, fhe was delivered, fhe ftill
felt the fame fevere and unremitting pain,
about the lower part of her belly. With
an. intention to alleviate this pain, I pre- .
{cribed an opiate ;. direéting.the room ta be
kept airy and cool, and her drink to be
mint tea or gruel, I left her about eleverr
o'clock, withr very little expectation of
finding her alive in the morning; fignify-
ing to her friends the great danger of her
fituation ;- and. enforcing. the neceflity of
keeping hep perfectly undifturbed and:
quiet. -

Sept.
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Sept. 13.~She was quite fenfible,
though fhe had been very reftlefs through
the night. The naufea and thirft had
been wvery diftrefling to her during the
firft part of it; but became more tolera-
ble towards mormng ; and the reac!hmg
after fome hours, had neither been fo vio-
lent or fo frequent in its returns. Her
complaint was no longer of her belly,
but of her breaft, pointing to the feat of
the heart. The anxiety ftill affeted her
confiderably ; the had frequent fighings,
and her pulfe was quick and fmall, but
very regular. I direCted the opiate to b
given in a faline mixture, with a tictle cor~
dial confection.

14th.—~Curiofity had procured
her too many vifitors the day before ; and
her reaching had returned in the evening
to a violent degree, with great heat and
reftlefinefs. Towards momning the febrile
paroxylm terminating in a profufe fweat,
the vomiting had ceafed, and (he had flept
four hours. Her pulfe, when I faw her,
was calm and regular, the pain and anxi-
ety much abated.

1 5th,
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s————15th. Her night had been tos
lerably quiet: Her pulfe made about 100
ftrokes in a minute, with a confiderable
degree of firmnefs; fo that Dr. Ofborn,
who faw her this day, faid, ¢ She had
¢ not a dying pulfe.’ She had voided
her urine freely and regularly from the
day of her delivery; but having had no
ftool, I direfted her to take a folution of the
cathartic falts.

16th.~She had two ftools the
preceding evening, before the falts could
be given: She complained of  griping;
but in other refpeés was much the fame.

17th.—A d1arrhcea had come oft
in the night, with great flatulency, and
' violent pain from the pit of the ftomach,
along the whole inteftinal canal : She like-
wife complained of a pain and forenefs
extending acrofs from ilium to ilium. The
belly felt tumid, and rather hard ; her pulfe
was quick (110) with a degree of fulnefs:
Shs had fome thirft, and a tendency to des
hrlum.
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lirium. I had her blooded to eight ounces;
‘and direCted fhe fhould, every two or
three hours, take a folution of the ca-
thartic falt in mint-water, with a few drops
of laudanum.

18th.—The delirium was gone

off, and the abdominal pain had abated
foon after the bleeding: The blood was
not fizey.” She had only one ftool in the
night: Yet her pulfe was quicker (120)
than it had ever been. Dr. Hunter, who
was fo kind as to accompany me occa-
fionally in my vifits, faw her this day:
We thought it unneceffary to repeat the
-bleeding, but the ufe of the folution was
continued. .

19th.-—Shé had purged only
twice in the laft twenty-four hours; and
did not complain of pain, excepting when
fhe had an inclination to go to ftool.
She had flept fome hours in the night; her
tongue was moift, and her pulfe 110, with
a greater ftrength and firmnefs in the
ftrokes than the day before.

—— 20th..
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20th.—Having had a returat of
the pain and purging in the night, an opi-
ate glifter was injected in the morning ; af-
ter which fhe had no return of either.
Her pulfe was about ¢6.

22nd.—Her nights had ~bcen
quiet; and her bdiy natural.

e 24th.~She condncied much the
fame, but with a tendency to diarrheea,
which caufed a confiderable degree of pain
at the fime of each motion : Yet on the
whole, fhe feemed to gain ground ; her
pulfe being regular, firm, and making
go ftrokes in a minute; and her tongue
moift and clean, without thirft. She had
* been taken out of bed this day, with lefs
inconvenience than could’ havc ‘been €X~

ipe&ed

reeweme 26th.—She fRill continued to
thave flight returns of griping pain of the
‘bowels ; but without purging oftener
‘than oncein twenty four-hours,

' She
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She had had a regular and moderate
ochial difcharge from the beginning,
which was now almoft entirely gone: but
what was very fingular, there had never
been the {malleft appearance of a fecretion
of milk.—Dr. Garththore, who had not
been able to vifit her before, faw her this
day. On his prefling the abdomen ex-
ternally, the complained of a little remain«
ing forenefs ; but he could not perceive
that there was any particular tumor er
hardnefs.

s 20ths — The pain and diforder
of the bowels feemed now to have entire-
Iy left her. Her pulfe was firm; regu-
lar, and at 72 ftrokes in aminute: her
nights were eafy and quiet, and her belly
natural. Indeed fhe was, this day, fo per«
fectly free from complaint, that I could no
longer doubt of her recovery.

O&ober 3d.—8he was now able to get
up every day ; and only complained of ge~
nerai weaknefs, with a pain of the back

B when
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when fitting, and-of an inability to ﬁa_n& )
upright. . ' ‘

— 14th. She had gained confidera-
bly in ftrength, in the courfe of the laft
week ; and no longer found any uneafinefs
in an eret pofture.

~—— 34th.—She walked from Clare-
Matket to my houfe in Bedford-ftreet,
Bedford-fquare ; fhe had theh nothing to
complain of, excepting a palpitation of
the heart, on any attempt to move quickly.

As fome of my friends had been defir-
ous of examining the ftate of the parts-af-
ter a recovery fo unexpected, I withed
much to procure them the opportunity ;
but the fhynefs and delicacy of the wo-
man defeéated my intentions : and when
fhe called on me to return thanks, it was
-with difficulty I could perfuade her to per-
nit my neighbour Dr. Ofborn to examine
per vaginam. He thought the os tinca
fomewhat more open externally, than it

' ufually
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ufually, is; I fancied I felt rather more.

fulnefs than is common about the cerviz
uters : but we both agreed that there was

nothing in the touch fo different from
whatis obferved in the nattiral ﬁate, as to
have excited any idea of previous difeafe,
had not we known the complaint with
which fhe had been afflicted.

This patient took no other nourithment
during the firft week, than whey, milk, and
plain gruel. In the next peried of ten
days, her diet was only mended by a raw
egg beat up with water and a little fugar.
In the third week fhe began to take broth
and light pudding; and afterwards came by
degrees to a fuller diet.—She has continued
well from that time to the prefent, January
1oth, 1785 ; and about a week fince, the

menfes returned.

PRI

While my attention was engaged by
this poor woman, who; every day fhe lived,
became a more interefting object, my cu-
riofity was particularly direéted to colleét

Ba all
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all the information poffible, concerning
ruptures of the utérus. In books I found
inftances fufficient to compofe a very long
lift; but it was almoft a lift of deaths.
In many the caufe was unknown, while
the patient lived ; in others, if the naturée
of the cafe was fufpected, yet the woman
was either allowed to perifh without afs
fiftance ; or an incifionr through the inte-
guments of the abdomen, was recomménd-
ed for the extraction of the child. * But an
event fo unufual as recovéry, when the.
uterus had been ruptured, ‘and when the
feetus and fecundines had been ex‘tra&ed"
through the rupture by the nataral pai'
fage, led me to think it was equally criri-
nal, either to give up fuch a cafe as hope-
lefs, and do nothing ; or to confign the
patient to as certain death by means of a
cruel operation.

Tt is feldom allowable to draw practical
“inferences from a fingle inftance : but.
when a difeafe very rarely oteurs, it be-
comes neceffary to lay particular ftrefs on-
a cafe, which happens to be. exa&ly mn-
point. The hiftory 1 have related is of
this
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this fort ; but that ¥ may not neglet to
ftrengthen my opinion- by every collateral
Afupport I can procure; & fhall make ab-
ftra&s of fuch cafes, from medical wri-
ters, or from the information of my friends,
as I think will give additional weight to
my conclufions; numbering them, that
“they may be the more eafily referred to.

N°I. A cafe mentioned by HE1sTER as
communicated to him by Rungius, a re-
fpettable Surgeon of Bremen. Without
~ relating any previous circumftances, he
fays—-—< That after the extraction of
the fetus, though the inteftines were
diftinétly felt, through a rupture of
the uterus, and kept up by the hand of
the Burgeon (Rungius), till that was fuf-
ficiently contracted to prevent their falling
into its cavity, yet the woman happily
recovered.’ ‘

'N°II. Peu, in his Praftique des Ac-
couchmens, page 341, relates the hiftory
of a cafe, ¢ In which the uterus had been
torn and piereed in -feveral places, by

violent attempts to deliver; yet the pa-
B3 tient
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tient was cured in fix weeks.’—1I infert
this as an additional proof, that wounds
of the uterus do not certainly kill: 'And
T am well informed, that the late Dr:
Hunter was confulted in a cafe exactly
fimilar which had as favqurahle an event.

N°1IL.Dr. HAM1LTON—Outlines of Mida
wifery, page 344, gives the following ac-
count in a note : ¢ That he was called to
a patient who had been in labour from

“the Ymorning to the afternoon, under the

care of a midwife; the fhoulder of -
thé child prefenting in an oblique direc-
tion at the brim of the pelvis. The pa-
tient’s fituation feemed to require her be-
ing immediately delivered ; which he at
firft attempted by turning. In his trials
for that purpofe, he perceived the uterys -
to be ruptured, and that a fhoulder of the
child had protruded into the cavity of the
abdomen: But having good reafon ta
give up that mode of delivery, he per-.
formed it at laft with the crotchet. The
uterus  was ruptured at the fuperior
_iateral part of the cervix, and the rent

| continued
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continued downwards to ‘the very edge
~of the os tince: He reduced fome por-
tion of the inteftine, which had forced
through the wound of the uterus, even
into the vagina; and had an opportu-
nity of examining how amazingly the
rupture was diminithed by the contrac-
tion of the uterus. ‘There was a dif-
charge of matter on the cloths from the
fifth day, which gradually leflened; and
her recovery was nearly as good as if no
- extraordinary accident had happened.’

N°IV.M.La MoTTE,inOfervation 312,
" fays, ¢ That, in a cafe where the woman’s
pains had been violent, long, and fre-
‘quent for eleven or twelve hours, they
.ceafed entirely after a ftrong effort, fix
.hours before he faw her ; from which time
fhe no more perceived any motion in the
child. The head of the child was to be
felt at the upper part of the vagina, but
_not at all engaged in the brim of the
pelvis.  Her belly was hard, ftretched,
-and painful; her pulfe very weak; and
her ftomach would retain nothing that

B4  was
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‘was given her, He turned and extratted
the child by the feet; the placenta was
. was much torn in the middle. She ‘fur-
vived the delivering three days, during
-which time fhe vomited inceffantly.’—
M. La Motte 1s a fenfible and judicious
author, and relates his obfervations with
a plainnefs and candour, which claims our
moft perfect confidence. He does not
particularly mention a hemorrhage; but,
as he fays, the placenta was much torn
when the uterus gave way, it is probable
this accident was attended with a confider- -
#ble lofs of blood. If it was allowable to
_fuppofe that inflammation could have taken
place in the fix hours, during- which the
child remained among the vifcera, it
would ftill more fully explain the hard- .
nefs, tenfion, and forenefs of the abdo-
men.—He does not fay, that the body was
“apened after death.

“Ne V,. La Mot Tk, Obfervation 313, was
~ called to affift in a c¢afe where the hand, he
- fays, prefented ; ¢ The pains which were at

firft
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firft fharp and frequent, had abated gradual-
ly, and when he arrived were entirely gone.
Introducing his hand to deliver by turning
the child, it pafled into the cavity of the
abdomen, where he found the feet and
part of the body, which had efcaped
through a rupture of the uterus. The
placenta, in this patient’s cafe, was like-
wife much torn, and fhe lived four days
after delivery ; on an infpection of the
body after death, the uterus was found
‘much contratted ; fo that the rupture,
which had at firft allowed the whole body
of the child to pafs into the abdomen of
the mother, would not then admit more
than the tip of the little finger.—The
delivery in this cafe, feems to have been
performed fooner after the accident than
in N° V, In the hiftory, he fays, there
was no previous hz@morrhage: but m his
“refleCtions, he adds; ¢ That after having
finifhed the delivery, he was not furprifed
at the weak ftate in which he found the
woman ; it being eafily accounted for,
‘from the laceration of the womb and pla~
centa, ef la perte de fang qui en sft infeparaz
bl )

- Binge
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Since I have been engaged in arranging
my obfervations, another cafe of ruptured
uterus has occurred ; which though not
favourable in the event, the gentleman
“who attended has, in the liberal fpirit of
philanthropy. permitted me to publifh;
being convinced, that improvement is alone
to be expected from a comparifon of va-
rious fadts ; and that a fuccefsful cafe does
nat always afford the moft ufeful leflon.

N* VI. ¢ A young woman was taken in
labour of her third child on the 11th of
December 1784, and the pains having con
tinued for twelve hours the membranes
broke, the  os tince being thoroughly
dilated. When the gentleman faw her
three hours afterwards, the head was be-
ginning to enter the pelvis, the pains be-
.ing regular, frequent, and very ftrong. Her
.pelvis was narrow ; her former children
‘had been dead horn ; but as fhe had been-
.delivered of -one by the patural pains, he
was induced to hope a like event. The
:pains increafed in violence for fix hours, -
_when t;hey fuddenly abated in force, but

, o continued
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continued to recur frequently, though
fhort and unavailing. It did not appear
that fhe had madeany particular complaint
at the time the pains abated, excepting .
that her fpirits flagged much. When he

~ faw her on the 13th, at eleven o’clock in

the forenoon, eight hours after the ftrong
pains had left her ; her pulfe was calm and
regular, the pains had ceafed almoft en~
tirely ; the was inclined to fleep, and made
no complaint, excepting of a pain in her
left fide below the ribs. The head was
very little lower, but part of the navel-
firing was within reach and without pulfa-
tion. He then determined to open the
head of the child; but thought it prudent
to encourage, for the prefent, the difpofi-
tion to fleep. At eight in the evening,
her pulfe was fo low he could not feel it ;
fhe was cold and pale; and the pain of
which fhe complained, was now in her bel-
ly. Inattempting to open the child’s head,
it fuddenly gave way to.the force applied.
No part of the child was to be felt ; and
the woman complained of a fenfation as if
per life was gomg from her. He was
s then
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“then convinced the uterus was ruptured.
He introduced his hand immediately, and
found the whole child floating in the ca~
vity of the abdomen. Finding the feet
very readily, he delivered with the greatef¥
eafe, till the head came to the narrow part
of the pelvis, when it refifted his utmof¥
efforts. Knowing the child was dead, he
pg:rforated the cranium behind the ear,
and extrated with the blunt hook. The
- placenta was in the cavity of the abdomen,
wholly detached from the uterus. The
woman was quite fenfible ; complained of
 great lownefs, and pain in her belly ; her
pu’lfe fmall and ﬁuttermg, -and her breath-
ing thort ; but fhe ‘was not reftlefs. The .
rup‘ture appeared to be near the cervix.
She flept a litfle during the mght but
next day complained much of the pain in
‘the belly, and exceflive finking within her.
Her breathing became more and more dif-
ficalt, her lips1ivid, her belly fwelled; and
feventeen hoursafter delivery, fhe explred
He was not pcrmxtted 1o mfpe& the body
%ftcr death,” , ‘
, LN ,
In
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In this cafe, there is hittle doubt but the
rupture of the uterus happened, when the
force of the pains abated, and the woman’s
fpirits flagged ; which was fixteen or feven-
teen hours before the child was extracted.
The continuance of the pains, though they
were thort and ineffe®ual; and the reten-
tion of the lread within the brim of the pel-
vis, were very likely to deftroy all fufpicion
of the nature of the accident ; more efpe-
cially ‘as the patient had a calm regular
pulfe, and an inclihation to fleep, without
the ufual eoncomitants of ruptured uterus.
When we confider that great part of the
bedy of the child muft have been many
hours among thevifcera, it is not ar impro-
bable fuppofition, that the difficulty of
breathing, the pain and fwelling of the
belly, and death at laft, were the confe-
quences of peritoneal inflammation,

N VII. Dr. Garthﬂlore within thefe
few years attended in a cafe, where he
foon difcovered that a rupture of the uterus
had happened. In confequence of fome.
pecuhar fymptoms; it was agreed in cen~

fultation
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* fultation with the late Dr. Hunter and
ethers, that delivery fhould be delayed:
On the third day, another gentleman was
joined in confultation, who, from the cir=
cumftances, did not think the uterus was

~ruptured ; and the refult was, to deliver
by turning the child. This was performed
by Dr. Garthfhore, who extracted it from
the cavity of the abdomen through the
laceration by the natural paffage, and the
patient lived twenty-three days afterwards,
with a variety of fymptoms, fometimes
alarming, at others encouraging. In the -
body, after death, firm adhefions were
found to have taken place among the vi(-
cera ; and the ftrongeft marks of general
inflammation, were every where evident in
the cavity of the abdomen, excepting that
the uterus itfelf thewed no figns of difeafe ;
the edges of the rupture appearing to have
a difpofition to heal without uniting.

I do not think myfelf at liberty to enter
more particularly into the hiftory of this
cafe, as I have reafon to believe, that Dr.

Garthfhere means to publifh it at large, -
. when
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when his leifure will permit, with others
in which he has been concerned.

Ne VIII. Peu—Book I. chap. viii. page
79, has preferved the hiftory of another
cafe of ruptured uterus, in which the child
had paffed intirely into the abdominal ca-
vity, excepting one foot, and the umbili«
cal cord. ¢ With a view (he fays) to fave the
child, for of the mother he had no hopes, he

Alipped the noofe of a fillet over the foot,
which he then puthed up through the rup-
ture into the cavity of the abdomen; and
finding the other foot, he grafped both, and
delivered with great caution, to avoid
doing farther injuty to the uterus. This
woman lived to the eighth day, fix of
which fhe was perfeCtly fenfible. The
heemorrhage which followed the accident
had been exceffive.’

N°IX.M.STEIDELE, in hisObfervations,
De Rupto in Partus Doloribus Utero, relates,
¢ That he was called to the affiftance of a°
‘woman who had been ten or twelve hours
in labour ; and during the whole time had .

6 complained
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complamed ina partxcular manner, of vio=
lent pain in the region of the os facrum.
The child, he was informed by perfons
attending, had prefented favourably ; and
that the head had even entered a confider-
. able way within the brim of the pelvis.
The pain in the region of the os factum
had continued without intermiffion; and
the throes had been ftrong and regular,
till after one uncommonly violent, a crack~
ing noife had been heard even by the at-
tendants: From that time the pains had
ceafed, and a confiderable h@morrhage had
enfued. The diftance of time between the
ceflation of the pains, and the attendance
of M. Steidele is not mentioned, but the
head of the child was then no longer to
be felt; and the woman was become. ex-
tremely low, with a very feeble, quick,
and intermitting pulfe. She could not lie
down without fear of fuffocation ; and had
fo many other alarming fymptoms, as in-
duced M. Steidele to think immediate de+
livery to be abfolutely neceffary. He in-
troduced his hand through the os uteri,
without perceiving any parts of a child,’

till
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till it reached the fundus, when he could
ditingwifh the feet and abdomen, but felg
nothing of the head. He brought downs
the feet with eafe, but found fome dif-
ficulty in extrating the reft of the feetus.
The appearances of extreme weaknefs and
danger, did not diminith in confequence of
delivery ; and the patient complained of a
forenefs of the right fide of the belly,
which was intolerably painful to the touch.
The following day the hemorrhage had
abated ; the pulfe was-become ftronger ;
and the natural warmth returned; yet
many threatening {ymptoms continued.
The uterns was thought to -be .ruptured.
During the days fhe lived after the extrac-
tion of ithe child, fhe was ‘afflicted by a
variety of moft unfavourable fymptoms ;
intenfe thirft, vomiting, great' pain, tu-
mour and tenfion of the belly, fectid
ftools, laborious breathing, watchings,
exceflive weaknefs .and delirium, with a
pulfe very feeble and rapid. The time
this woman. {urvived the delivery is not
very.accurately ftated, .but appears to have
been about 3 week. When thg abdomen
. c wias
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was opened, a great quanntyof bloody wa-
ter and feetid air was difcharged. The
omentum was thickened, the ftomach
fwelled, and the inteftines feemed greatly
inflated with air, having their external
furface tinged, with a yellow colour. An
extenfive rupture was difcovered on the
right fide of the uterus; and its fubftance

near the ruptured part was gangrenous;
and thinner than ufual,

The hiftory of this cafe, as far as was
umnechately within M. Steidele’s obferva-
tion, feems faithfully related ; and the
fymptoms after the abatement of the
hzmorrhage, are almoft all deducible from
inflammation in the cavity of the abdomen.

The livid appearances often obferved in
the uterus after death, are not certain
marks of gangrene having begun.. In ex-
amining the bodies of women who have
died foon after delivery, the cervix and os
uteri have often a livid hue; probably in
confequence of the preflure which thefe
'parts fuffer from the child, during the ac~
- - C tion
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tion of the pains. Therefore unlefs thefe dif-

coloured parts are foft and {pungy as well
as black, they are not to be confidered as

gangrenous.

N° X. Communicated by Dr. GArRTH=
SHORE, contains an account of appearances
obferved on opening the body of a woman
who had died undelivered, after having
been two or three days in labour under the
care.of two midwives. From the previous
fymptoms, there was reafon to fufpect, that
the uterus had been ruptured early in the
labour, but thefe did not, at firft, give any
alarm.. The body was examined in the_
prefenice of feveral medical gentlemen;
and the firft view after opening the ab-
domen, exhibited all the appearance of an
extra-uterine conception. But on infpett-
ing the uterus more clofely, a rupture was
difcovered on its fore-part, through which
_the feetus and fecundines had paffed into
the abdominal cavity. ‘The extent of the
rupture was then fo diminifbed by the
contrattion of the- uterus, as to appear
much too fmall for fuch a purpofe It

Cz was
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was remarkable, that wherever any part of
the membranes or placenta had come in
contaét with the imternal furface of the
abdomen, they adhered with a confidera-
ble degree of firmnefs; and there were
likewife figns of inflammation every where
on the coats of the inteftines.

N° XI. PouTeAv, pdge 487, relates,
that a woman who had been a confiderable
time in labour, under the care of a mid-
wife, was feized with a heemorrhage ; on
which the child, whichhad before prefent-
ed with the head, was no longer felt by
the midwife. He was fent for the follow
ing day, when he found the woman in lit-
tle pain, but fuffering a degree of uneafi=
nefs not to be defcribed, with great an-
xiety : Her pulfe was fmall and frequent
her eyes funk ; her countenance ghaftly, and
breathing laborious ; fymptoms announ-
cing her to be in the greateft danger. No-
thing was to be ‘learned by examination,
his hand entering at once into a cavity
which appeared large; and on the fore-part

o he
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he perceived a round fubftancce of the
fize, but not the fohdxty of a childs

head; yet therg was pot any thmg to be
felt, which could aﬂ'urc him of a chlld
being there. He carried hxs examination
nq farther, and the woman died foon
after. The body was opened, and the
child and placents found in the cavity of
the abdomen, entirely out of the uterus;
which was of the fize of a child’s head of five
years old, of alively red colour, refem-
bling inflammation, and was the round
body which had been felt per vaginam. The
rupture was on the pofterior and inferior
part, and then about three or four mches

dong.

Pouteau attributes the death of the wo-
man to the injury done to the womb; to
the mifchief which muft have been occa~
fioned by-the prefence of fo confiderable
an extraneous body among the vifcera, and
to the hemorrhage. :

N° XIL SAvann-—Ob/érwtxan XXV, p.
1 3 1, gives the cafe of a woman who had
€3 been
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been received into the Hotel Dieu in la-
bour ; the child prefenting favourably,
with every appearance that it would be
foon finifhed: yet the pains eontinued two
days without the child advaneing, and
ceafed at once; the prefenting parts re-
‘ceded, and only the placenta was to be
felt. The woman died undelivered, after
having been much examined, yet nothing
attempted with a view to relieve her.

‘When the body was opened, the child

and fecundines were in the abdomen a-
‘mong the vifcera, the feet of the child
‘touching the ftomach of the mother. The
inteftines were all fretted, and the omen-
tum rotten and ftinking; but the uterus
of the natural appearance

N° XIII. Yournal de Medicsne for De-
cember 1780.—A woman, feven months
with child, was in the beginning of Janu-
-ary thrown down, and fqueezed between
a carriage and the wall. . She mﬁantly
fuffered the moft dreadful pains in the
-abdomen’; and a flooding came on which,
~continued fix weeks, -After that «ceaftd,

| fhe
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fhe did not get better, -but remained in
a ftate of conftant fuffering ; wafting and
'becoming weaker daily, though fhe wag
regular in her periods, rgckoning from
the ceflTation of the ha:morrhage She
was received into the Hotel Dieu the June
following, having been feized fome days
~befor¢ with a: yomiting, which never -
abated while fhe lived, When the body
was opened, a colleGion of feetid matter,
of a brown colour, was found in the ab-
domen : the omentum was diffolved, and
all the part contiguous to the liver, had
~ undergone inflammation and fuppuration,
and had contratted adhefions with one
another, The remains of a putrid child
were found amidft thefe adhefions, The
uterus, as to colour, fize, and confift-
ence, was in a natural ftate; but a rent
was obferved on its back part, which had
pever ynited,

N XIV j’oumal de Medjcine, 1780.—
- A woman, about four months with child,
having fuffered fome great violence, an
uterine heemorrhage immediately followed,
The flooding ftopped, and the menfes ap-
Cyq peared
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ared 4 month from that time; and this
periodical difcharge rendered it matter of
doubt, whetheér fhe had been pregnant:
but the tumor of the belly did not fub-
fide. She died five months afterwards; °
&nd on opening the body, a fcetus was
found in the cavity of the abdemen. A
rupture was difcernible in the uterus,
through which it had efcaped'; which was
clofed and cicatrized on the internal fur-
face of the womb, hut I’tlll open on that
towards the abdomenn.

Ne XV In June 1778, about fix o clock
in the evening, I was defired to vifit Mrs.
Bagnall, in Titchfield-ftreet, who had been
long in labour, and was fuppofed to be
jin great danger. She was attended by
the’ gentleman under whofe care the had
formerly been, and this was her Ffth child.
Her prefent labour commenced on'the pre-
ceeding “day, and had gone on regularly,
‘though very flowly, to four o’clock in the
morning, when fhe fuddenly complained
of a moft excruciating pain in her bowels,
and immediately vomited a large quantity
of coffee-coloured fluid,” From that mo-

) : ment
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ment the pains of labour ceafed, and there
being no progrefs afterwards made, I was
at length defired to fec her. From the ac-
count which was given me before I went
to the room where the patient lay, I ex~
prefled the ftrongeft appprehenfion of an
unfavourable event of this cafe, and really
fufpected the accident which had happened.
I found her in a ftate of the utmoft de-
bility, with very much of that appearance
obferved in the laft ftage of putrid fevers ;
except that fhe was fenfible, vehemently
famented her fituation, and begged in the
moft paflionate terms to be be delivered.
The head of the child prefented, but was
fcarcely within reach of a common exami-
nation ; it was faid to have receded fince
the time when the pains left her. Through
the integuments of the abdomen, I could
alfo perceive fo very diftinétly the feveral
limbs of the child, that I was convinced
it had efcaped into the cavity of the abdo-
men, through fome ruptured part of the
uterus. When I made a fecond reprefen-
tation to her friends, they were defirous of
a confultation, and Dr. Savage was called
2 in,
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in. From the hiftory, and by examina-
tion, he was foon convinced of the nature
of the cafe, Ihadno idea of any woman
furviving a rupture of the uterus, under
any circumftances; and therefore confi-
dered an attempt to extract the child not
only as hopelefs, but likely to anfwer no
other end, than that of aggravating the
fufferings of the patient. But the Doc-
tor being refolute in his opinion, that we
ought to attempt the delivery, I was eafily
convinced by the arguments of my very
worthy and ingenious friend to accede to
his propofal, and fat down for that pur-
pofe. In my endeavours to trace the body
of the child, I foon came tp the ruptured
part, through which, in fearch of the feet,
I paffed my hand into the cavity of the
abbomen. The fenfation given by the
touch of the naked vifcera, was beyond
expreffion dreadful; but I proceeded,
and found no difficulty in the operation,
1ill the body of the child was extracted;
"but the head fticking at the fuperior aper-
ture of the pelvis, whilft we were ftriving
to bring it away, the patient expired,

On
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On the following day we were permitted
to open the body. The abdomen was very
much tumified, and inflated near the cen-
ter, where it had a difpofition to burtt.
On making an incifion through the in-
teguments, there was a ftrong gufh of pu-
trid air, and then was difcovered a great
quantity of bloody ferum in the cavity of
the abdomen; the contents of which, to-
gether with the peritonazum, had that ap-
pearance often feen in the higheft degree
of the puerperal fever. The fundus of
the uterus was regularly contracted, and
apparently healthy ; but this being turned
downwards, a large opening was perceiv-
ed in that part of the cervix which joins
the uterus, direétly oppofite to the pro-
jeCtion of the facrum. The part ruptured,
together with the contiguous parts, both
of the uterus and vagina, were of their
ufual degree of thicknefs, but in a ftatc
of gangrene,

Dec. 18, 1784. TromAs DENmAN.

IT
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I'T appears from a variety of inftances,
that a rupture may happen in any part of
_the uterus, and in every direttion, but
that its inferior portion is moft liable to
this accident : and that the parts which
come moft immediately in contact with
the bones of the pubis and facrum, are
thofe which moft frequently give way in
the time of labour.

From an attentive confideration of the
ftate of the uterus, with its contents, in
the laft months of pregnancy, it cannot be
thought likely to fuffer this injury, whilg
the membranes remain unbroken ; unlefs
in confequence of fome great violence, ca-
pable of rupturing both uferus and mem«
branes at the fame inftant. In the natu-
ral'pofition of the fwtus in utero, the limbs
are generally difpofed in a manner as com-

pa&
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pact as the figure of fuch paits will admit;
and while the Lguor amnii is retained,
every imequality is compleatly filled up.
‘But as there are frequent deviations from
this commodious difpofition of parts, it
‘may often happen that the knee, the elbow,
the fhoulder, or even the head, will be
thrown fo far out of the ufual-aval outline,
as to become offenfively prominent. If
this inequality. cannot be reduced into
form, by the firft efforts of the uterus af-
ter the diftharge of the Jliguor amnii ; if
the efforts- be violerit ‘drd -rregular ; the
refiftance to the-defcent of the child very
gredt ; and the fame portion of -the uterus
repeatedly and ftrongly forced againft the
projecting part, on' the return of each
pain; it is eafy 'to fuppofe, that its fibres
inay at laft give way. Should theobfta.
cle to'the advancement of the child be at
the brim of the. pelvis, it will aét more
powerfully, by keeping the uterus from
vontraéting in its length: and if the
thicknefs of this organ can be diminifhed
by ftretching or rubbing, as is commonly
believed ; or if the firmnefs of its texture
fhould
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fhould be weakened by inflammation, ul-
ceration or gangrene, the patient will be
" rendered ftill more fatally liable to this ac-
cident. Though a narrownefs of the pel-
vis by increafing the refiftance to the ac-
tion of the uterus, will render it more
liable to be ruptured; yet fuch an accident
has been known to happen in a pelvis not
ill-formed, even when the head of the child
had advanced fo far as to protrude the peri-
tonzum. Many writers have confidered the
 feetus as the principal agent in producing
a rupture of the uterus, but I believe it
muft be altogether paffive.. The weak ac-
tion of its mufcles cannot be able to pro-
duce fuch an effeét, where they have fo lit-
tle room for.exertion ; and I have been in-
formed; that a rupture of the uterus has
happened after the child had been dead a
confiderable time ; which was evident
from the appearance of the cuticle. The
uterus may likewife be torn by attempts
to turn the child 7z utero'; and by the uns-
fkilful ufe of inftruments in cafes of la—
‘borious pammtxon

The
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The figns enumerated by authors, as
portending a rupture of the uterus, are too
uncertain and equivocal to enable us to
found on them any general rule of prac-
tice: Yet, I muft, at the fame time con-
fefs, that was another cafe to occur, refem-
bling in moft of its previous circumftances,
that which I have juft related, I fhould
be tempted to turn the child and extract it
by the feet. For I fhall ever retain the
moft lively impreffion’ of the nature and
appearance of the poor woman’s throes ;
‘of the agonizing fenfations they feemed to
excite in her; and the little effeét they had
in propelling the child : Thefe, with a re-
collettion of the alarming accident of the-
rupture ‘of the uterus which followed,
would amount to a degree of internal evi-
dence of what I had to apprehend, which
Ifhould not think myfelf at liberty to re-
_]e& But language is too feeble to convey
thefe circumftances to the mind of another,
with force fufficient to produce that irrefif-
tible convition which they would not fail
of bringing to mine.

A vol~
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A violent pain fixed in one particular
part, might perhaps be ftated as a circum-
ftance that fhould excite our fears of an
impending rupture, more ftrongly than any
other. In Mrs. Manning, the pain in the -
region of the pubis, was by much the
moft diftreffling of her complaints. Though
in obferving her attentively during the ac-
tion of a pain, fhe appeared from the con-
torfions of her bady to . {uffer the fevereft
pangs in the whole region of the pelvis ;
yet in anfwer to particular queflions, fhe
exprefled herfelf, as if theintelerable ago-
ny was confined to avery fmall {pot near
the arch of the pubis M. Steidele’s patient,
N° IX. fuffered in a peculiar manner,
dmmg the whole time of labour, from a
violent and unremitting pain in the region
of the os facrum. ,

‘When a rupture-of the uterus has really
happened, it is generally marked by fymp-
toms which are decifive ; but it beinga |
cafe which occurs fo very rarely, they do
not immediately create fufpicions. When
labour has continued violent” a- confidera-

ble
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ble time ; if a pain expreffive of peculiar
agony is followed by a difcharge of blood,
and an immediate ceffation of the throes,
there is reafon to apprehend this mifchief,
If naufea and langour fucceed, with a
feeble and irregular pulfe, cofd fweat,
reaching, a difficulty of breathing, an ina-
bility to liein an horizontal pofture, faint=
ing or convulfions, there is ftill more rea~
~ fon to fufpeét the nature of the cafe : But
if the prefenting part of the child, which
was before plainly to be diftinguithed, has
receded and can be no longer felt; and
its form and members can be traced
through the parietes of the abdomen,
there is evidence fufficient, I believe, to des
termine that the uterus is ruptured. . The
labour pain in confequence of which, the
rupture is fuppofed to have happened, is
often defcribed by the patient as being
fimilar to cramp; and as if fomething
was tearing and giving way within them,
It has been faid likewife, to have produced
a noife which could be heard by the peo-

ple prefent. -
o} When

T~
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When the head " of the feetus is wedged
dmong the bones of the pelvis, ot an:arm
entangled in the vagina or os extertium,
the cafe is deprived of its two moft dife
tinguifhing figns : The prefenting part
will be prevented from receding ; and lefs
of the child being allowed to efcape by the
rupture, it will not be fo diftinétly felt
through the integumients. Such a'cafe
really occurred within thefe few years 5 in
which, from the hedd not receding; the
nature of the patient’s fituatien was not
known, till the body was exarmified aftet’
her death ; when the head was fourd for
ﬁrmly wedged within the brirh of the el
vis,  that it required confiderable force to
pull itout. A friend of fiin¢ has lately
met with another iniftince of that uneer«
tamty, which muft neceffarily be the confe~
quence of a child’s remdining fixed in its
pofition, after a rupture has taken place,
In his patient N° V1. there was no fymp=
tom which could give the alarm, tll the
appearance of. thofé arifing from'debility.
The ftrong efforts of labour generatly ceafe
from thc time a rupture takes place; yet
alter-
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- glternating, though ineffe€tual pains, will
in fome cafes, continue for a confiderable
time; and an uneafy and painful fenfa-
tion often remains in one fpot, after the
child and placenta are extracted.

When it is certain that the uterus is rup-
tured, every one muft be fenfible, that the
woman is in a ftate of - the extremeft dana
ger 5 whether we confider the importance
of the vifcus itfelf, the exceffive hzmor-
rhage that often enfues, or the violence to
which the abdominal vifcera are expofed,
from the preflure of a fubftance fo bulky
and fo heavy as the body of a child, at the
full time. Indeed, her fituation is fo very
hazardous, that if the means to be under-
taken for her relief are not fpeedily ap=
plied, the will foon be beyond the reach
of human affiftance.

The horrible expedient of making an
incifion through the parietes of the abdo+
men, for the extraction of the child, af-
fords very little profpect of recovery to

the mother. For if a rupture of the
D2 uterus
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uterus is of itfelf an injury fo generally .
fatal, what is the patient likely to gain by
combining the dangers of fuch an accident,
with thofe of a penetrating wound which
will expofe the abdominal vifcera? The
operation 1is faid to- have been performed
with fuccefs in a few inftances : But the
hiftories which I have read, aretold in
terms fo general, as not to be very fatis-
factory. 1In a cafe related in the ournal
de . Medecine, on making an incifion
through the integuments, the inteftines
were found inflamed and fuppurating; and
the wound afterwards became an artificial
anus. Neither does this opei‘atior; promife
to be very inftrumental in faving the in-
fant : Since the placenta is often feparat-~
ed by the action of the uterus ; and (as
in the cafe of Mrs. ManNiING, in N° VI,
X. XI. and XII.) forced with the feetus
" into the cavity of the abdomen. The
powers of lifein the child will foon be ex-
tinguithed in confequence of this fepara-
tion, and therefore any hope to preferve
it, ought to have very little weight in di-
reétmg the meafures to be purfued ; of
which
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which the mother fhould be the only ob-
je¢t while fhe is alive. The praétice is
quite exploded in this country ; nor do I
believe it is ever thought of, excepting
with the hope of faving the life of a child,
when the mother is certainly dead.

It is not, however, fufficient, that an
attempt is made to check unfeeling bold-
nefs, if there js not likewife an endeavour
to avert the confequences of a too cau-
tious and timid mode of praftice. There
is a paffive as well as an active inhumanity;
. which though lefs fhocking in appearance,
s not lefs dangerous in its effects. A rup-
ture of the gravid uterus is confefledly a
cafe, which the experience of the paft and
of the prefent time has rendéred almoft
.hopelefs Yet it might be worth enquir-
ing, whether the inftances of recovery
would have been fo very rare, had we nat
fo generally given way to an almoft crimi-
nal defpondency. The cafe I have related,
s decifive as to the poffibility of recovery ;
-and the other hiftories which I have cited,
though not fo conclufive as I could with,

’ D3 contain
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conitain each of them, fome circumiftance,
which ought to encourage us to try in fu-
ture, what immediate delivery may be able
to effet; fince it does not appear, that any

thing has hitherto been gained by a con-
trary condut.

The obje(tions to immediate delivery -
in cafes, where all, or greateft-part of a
‘child, has efcaped through a rupture of
the uterus into the cavity of the abdomen,
- ‘muft principally arife from ‘the following
‘circumftances ;

‘Firft, ‘From the extreme danger of the
’brlgmal complamt ‘as affording no hope
‘of ‘recovery.

~‘Secondly, From the increafed difficulty
'of delivery, in confequence of the con-
‘traftion of the uterds,

Yrhirdly, From the fear, that the mif-
®hicf - already done to the parts, muft’be
o aggravated by the introduétion of the
*hand and the extraé'tlon of the fd:tus, ds-

4 , to
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te render the death of the patient inevie
table.

- Under the moft favourable circumftances
which can attend a rupture of the uterus,
it muft fill be acknowledged a cafe of the
greateft danger. ‘But the cafe of Mrs.
Manning, and thofe of N° I. II. IH. -
.prove, *That it is an accident of itfelf not
certainly mortal ;” and of courfe obviate
the firft objeétion ; N° VIL. likewife af-
fords fome encouragement to hope, as the

atient furvived the rupture fix and twen-
ty days, and feems at Jaft to have f{unk
nnder another difeafe.

‘Many fa@¢ can be adduced to weaken
the force of -the fecond objeétion.” N°1,
IV. V. VHI. evince the eafe with which
delivery may be performed ; and in
Ne° VL. IX. XV. and in Mrs. MANNING’s
cafe, the obftacle to fpeedy delivery did
not proceed from the uterus, but from the
natrownefs of the pelvis. N° VII. proves,

that, even on the third day after the rup-+
“ture, the contraltien of the uterus did
D4 nog
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-not materially obftruét the extraion of
the child, though that of the os tince
fomewhat retarded it. It is remarkable,
that in N° V. the child was turned and ex-
tratted with fo much eafe, that La MorTE
bimfelf exprefies it, en moins dun Miferere ;
yet on examination of the body after
death, the uterus was found fo contraéted,
that he could then introduce only the tip
of his little finger into the rupture. This
great contractile power of the utex-'u's,
when. emptied of its contents, muft be
favourable to the procefs of healing in

“ wounds or rupture, by diminithing their
extent, and brmgmg the divided parts
more into. contact. But the prefence of

y confiderable extraneous fubﬁance,

‘ cven in the abdomen, feems, in fome de-
gree, to countcxaﬁ thls power of cQn+

tra&lon. .

In-addition fo the fecond ob_;e&zon it
has been. urged, that it is inhuman to in-
. creafe the miifery of the patient by endea-
yours which are pamful “yet do not pro-
fpife 10 be ficeefeful 3 but which will tend

1
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to fhorten the little time fhe might other-
wife furvive the accident. That the ex-
tracion of the child in fuch cafes, is not
complained of by the patient as a very
painful operation, I know from that
which I have related: and there are in-
ftances, from which it appears, that the
‘patients themfelves have expreffed ‘both
furprife and comfort, in being delivered
with fo little additional pain. Admitting
that the efforts ufed to extralt the child
might poflibly haften the patient’s death ;
yet fure, if that affords the moft remote
chance of recovery, it cannot be a mat-
ter of the fmalleft confideration, in cafe
fhe fhould die, whether fhe lived twelve
gr twenty-four hours,

~ Since ruptures of the uterus are neither
immediately nor certainly mortal; fince
the fuppofed contraltion of the uterus, is
no obftacle to the extra&xon of the feetus,
nor the caufe of greater fuﬂ-’enng to the
patient, the third objeCtion is already an-
fwered, and the fair conclufion will be,
that
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that the means ufed to deliver, cannot in«
creafe the danger of the woman’s fituation.

Befides the objettions which have been
made to delivery, on the fcore of pain
and danger to the woman, it has been
fuggefted, that the conftitution, if not far-
ther difturbed, might be able to accom~-
modate itfelf to this unufual fituation
‘of the feetus; or by fome extraordinary.
exertion of its powers, after a great change
produced in the foft parts of the child,
diret thofe which remained and could not
be altered, where they might be expelled
from the body of the mother with lefs
danger to her life, than would have at-
tended the extraction of “the whole feetus,
foon after the original accident.

“Slender muft be the hope, I beheve,
that the conftitution can ever be recon-
ciléd to fuch a gueft. There are indeed
a'few ftories told, of children remaining
‘many years within .the mather's body,
yv.gthout caufing much inconvenience ;

wherg
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where they are faid fometimes to have
petrified. ‘But, without either admitting -
or rejeting the petrefadtions, T cannot
think two or three extraordinary inftances

. are fufficient to warrant an expectation,

- which may tempt a timid or a vifionary
man, to ‘let flip an opportunity of affift-
ing his patient, 'with a more reafonable
expeftation of fuccefs. Neither can the
hiftories which ‘give an account of the
bones of a feetus being difcharged by the
anus, or from abfcefles formed about the
navel or neighbouring parts, be properly
ifrged in fupport of the opintion ‘of thofe,
who difcourage ‘the -immediate extration -
of the child in cafes of a rupture of the
uterus, 'Thefe have moft probably been
extra - uterine conceptions, which from
their very .ainute beginning and gradual
increafe, are long before they excite -any
difturbance in the conftitution. Poflefling
the principles of life, they immediately

“adhere and derive their neurithment from
the mother ; and being inveloped in their
-own mémbranes, ‘and prefenting a fmooth
Turface to the contiguous: parts, they pro-
SR o duce



[.60 ]

duce no irritation till they offend by their
bulk. The firft effect of this is probably a
flight degree of the adhefive inflammation,
by which the ovum becoming ftill more
firmly connected with fome of the adjoin-
ing vifcera, its increafing weight will con-
fequently be fupported with lefs incon-
venience to the woman. Some circum-
frances capable of extinguithing life in
the feetus occuring at laft, it is reduced
to the ftate of a mere extraneous mafs
within the woman’s body, and thence
more offenfive to the conflitution than
before; the powers of which will be ex-
cited to get rid of a fubftance now no
longer a part of it. Ulceration is the
method which nature ufes to effe@ this
purpofe, and (the foft parts heing firft ab-
forbed) the bones are guided by that pro-
_ cefs to the neareft external ﬁ?face; to the
{kin, or to the inteftinal canal, which is
external with refpect to the cavity of the
abdomen. ‘The adhefions which have
‘been previoufly formed with the perxto-
_neal lining of the .abdomen, or covering
.of the inteftines, will determine the point-

ing
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ing of the abfcefs, from which the bones
of the fostus are at laft to be expelled, if
the powers of life do not fink before that
can be performed.

Havmg endeavoured to fhew how little
relief is to be ‘expefted from any power
which we can fuppofe the conftitution to
have over a feetus, in fuch circumftances
as I havedefcribed, Ifhall next attempt to
pomt out the pernicious effe€ts which its
remaining in the abdomen muft mewtably
produce.

The increafed fufceptibility of irrita-
tion which prevails in a ftate of preg-
nancy, the preffure which the abdominal
‘vifcera fuftain from the increafing uterus
and refifting integuments, and the a&ion
of the uterus and mufcles of the abdo-
men in the fevere pangs of labour, will
all difpofe the peritoneum to be more
readily affeted by any new irritating
caufe. It is eafy, therefore, to imagine,
how much parts very fufceptible of irrita-
~tion muft be liable to fuﬁ'cr, from the pre-

fence
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fence -of an extraneous mafs fo, confider<
able as a child near the full time: and as
that is not only out of place, but uncon-
fined, it muft follow the motion of, the
woman’s body, and by its mere weight,
rub and bruife the tender fubftance of the
vifcera among which it Lies.

"The fever, which fometimes feizes lying=
in women, affords a ftrong proof of the
particular difpofition of the peritoneal
coat to inflame at that time. Originat-
ing from fome caufe too inconfiderable or
too fubtle to be readily detected, itis yet
fo a&ive as frequent]y to deftroy- the. pa-
tient in a very fhort time. 'The dﬂI‘e&xon
of the bodies of thofe who have died of
this difcafe, thows how violently the ab-
- dominal vifcera are affected, particularly
the inteftines, mefentery, and omentum,
Every degree of milchief, from the
flughseft adhefive inflammation, to a com-
ploat gangrene, being fometimes evident
Ao the fare body. Befides other appear-.
anges of inflammation on the inteftines,
they are found adhering in different places,

—~
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. as if glewed together, and their furface
fometimes covered with a thick matter.
The omentum js often almoft wafted ;
what remains having become black and
putrid. In the cavity of the abdomen a
confiderable quantity of ferous fluid is
generally found ; fometimes mixed with
pus, and having pieces of a thicker matter
like curds fwimming in it. ‘This fluid
varies in quantity and colour, and is
contmonly putrid. Whether thefe difeafed
Appearances in the abdomen are caufe or
effedt, producing the fever, or produced
by it, they equally prove the ftrong dif-
pofition which the parts have to inflame
in a puerperal ftate: and make it more
~eafy to conceive the dangerous confe-
quences which muft arife from the body
of a child remaining among the bowels,
theh fo peculiarly fufceptible of every
fpecies of irritation.  In fa&, the fymp-
toms and appearances in a woman whe
has furvived a rupture of the uterus fome
days, very much refembie thofe anﬁng
frdm puerperal fever,

The
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The only fymptoms which required

medical treatment in the cafe of Mrs.

MaANNiING, were thofe which indicated a

flight degree of peritoneal inflammation;

though the feetus could not have remained
among the vifcera much more than three
hours. In the cafe N° X. there were evi-
dent figns of inflammation, Pouteavu
in N° XI. defcribes thé uterus as being
of a lively red colour refembling inflam-
mation. Saviarp exprefsly fays, N° XII.
that the inteftines were fretted (tousrongez)
and the omentum rotten and ftinking. In
cafe N° IX. of M. STEIDELE, many of
the fymptoms which threatened the moft
immediate danger abated during the firft
and fecond days after delivery; from
which time to the patient’s death, almoft

all the fymptoms were fimilar to thofe’

which attend the puerperal fever. And
the appearances on the body being opened,
were the fame as are often obferved in wo-
men who die of that difeafe. N° VII. ex-

hibits ftriking marks of the fame kind of

mifchief having taken place ; and the re-
femblance was fo ftrong in N* XV, that
‘ Dr.

-1

ey -
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Dr. Denman has made the fame compa-

fifon. In'this laft mentionied cafe, though:
the rupture does not feem to have taken:
place above fifteen or fixteen hours before’
~death, yet the figns of peritoneal inflam-
mation apparent 6n opening the body,
were of the moft ftriking fort. The fymp-
toms in N° VI. which cameon before the
patient died, appear to have been effets of*
the fame fpecies of inflammation:  And
the abdominal hardnefs, tenfion and fore-
nefs, which Lo MoTTE defcribes in’
N° IV. even before delivery, lead one to-
fuppofe that its progrefs is often very rapid.
Although the woman N° XTIL. lived five
months after the accident by which the
uterus appears to have been ruptured,
yet fhe loft ftrength, and her health de-’
clined daily from that time; and on in-
fpeflting the body after death, the feetid
matter found in the abdomen, the wafted
omentum, the adhering vifcera, with: the’
marks of inRammation and fuppuration’
which were evident on thefe parts, all indi-’
cated - that the peritoneal ‘ coat ‘had been’
principally ed. ‘Theutefus-wasin a’
s : - matural
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natural ftate as to colour, fize, ind firm-
nefs of texture, but the edges of the
rupture had not united. The powers of
the conftitution, in this woman’s cafe,
feemed to have made great efforts to coun-
teraét the impending mifchief, by form-
ing adhefions between the parts in the re-
gion of the liver, to prevent the feetus
from rolling about. But the irritating
caufe continuing to aét, nature at laft funk
under the difeafe; by which the uterus
appeared to have been lefs affected, than any
qther of the neighbouring vifcera. - The
gradual decline of " this patient’s health,
bears a great refemblance to the effets of*
that hectic Tever, whxch, in two or three
inftances, I have feen follow the pentoneal
mﬂammatmn

The recovery of the patients N°I and
II may have been, in a great meafure, ow-
ing to the vifcera having fuftained little or
noinjury; as there js no reafon to fuppofe,. -
that the child in either cafe, had been m
the cav1ty of the abdomen. Dr. Hamir-.

.......

/ the



| [ 61

the child protrided into the abdomen 3’ in
which fituation it could not give much dif=’
“ turbance to the vifcera. It will not be im-’
. proper to obferve in this place, that a por-
tion of the inteftine fometimes falls into
the rupture, as in N° I. and IIT. which it
will be neceffary to reduce with great care ;
and as the interpofition of a very'{mall
part would prevent the lips uniting, and
ploduce ‘frritation and inflammation, it
may be advifeable to purfue the method
pra&lfed by Runcius of keeping bis band
in the uterus, till that is fufﬁaently con-
traCted te prevent its happening again.

Abftra&ted from the particular injury
which the abdominal vifcera themfelves are
Yiable to fuftain, the wound of the uterus
can have little dlfpoﬁtlon to unite, while the
body of a child is acting on all the fur-
rounding parts as a conftant and powerful
ftimulus. N° XIII. and XIV. may be
confidered as proofs of the effects of fuch
acaufe : fince in N° XIII. the healing proa{
cefs had never begun, and in N° XIV &t i

had not been compleated in the whole five ™. .

E 2 - months
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months which thefe women fumved the
accident. Whenever the fubjc& requu'ed
thatI{hould reafon fromopinions refpecting
inflammation and the actions ,connected
with it, I have availed myfelf of thofe
adopted by Mr. HUNTER, as bemg, beft
calculated to folve all their various pheno-
mena. :

Itis remarkable, thatm the two Iaﬂ: cafes,
the fun@ions of the uterus feem not to have
"been altogether interrupted by the accident
which had happened. In N° XIII. the
menfes returned after fome time, and con-
tinued to flow regularly; without being af-
fected, cither by the ftate of the wound, or
by the mifchief brought on the other vif
cera; and the fame regularity had taken
place in N°> XIV. In the laft cafe the
uterine portion of the rupture had united,
while the peritoneal remained, unhealed. '

The moft favourable fituation for the
efforts of nature to produce adhefions and
carry on a procefs for rehevmg the confti-
tution of fuch a load, is undoubtedly

when
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when the rupture of the uterus has-begn
the effect of accident ; the powers of the
conftitution being unimpaired and equal
to the greateft exertions. Yet in N° XIII.
and XIV. under fuch favourable -cirs
cumftances, with this farther advantagc,
that the woman in one cafe was in ‘the
feventh month, in the other- only in ithe
fourth, and of caurfe the children fmall':

Nature was .unequal to the tqfk, and after
many efforts funk under the attemptiin a
few months. Henee we may conclude,
how little hope remains of a favourable
event, when the foetus has attained its £ull
growth, and-the conftitutional powers of
the mother are weakened and deranged by

. When ruptuge is the eﬁ"e& of {ome ,ex- '
ternal violence, it may happen at a period
of geftation, when the os uteri is not dif-
 pofed to relax, and delivery by the naty-
ral paffage will confequently be rendered
extremely difficult or impraticable: but
an attempt to.dilate, for the purpofe of
extraéhng the child, fhould always be
: 2 madc,
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thade, excepting in the very early months '
of prcgnancy

In enumeratmg the ﬁgns of a rup-
ture of the uterus, I have mentioned as
the moft decifive, the retroceffion of the
paits of the child which had" prefented,”
and the eafe with which the form of its
limbs can be traced through the integu-
ments. If previous to the accident the
head has been {o wedged among the bones,
or any other part {o entangled in the paf<
" fage that it cannot recede, we fhall be
under the neceflity of judging from fymp-
toms; which do not fo clearly point out the
nature of the mifchief. " Théfe may fome-
times be fo mild at firft, as to give no
immediate alarm; but in general, they
will be fufficiently marked to determine
the dangerous fituation of the patient ; and
to point out the propriety of affifting her, -
by judicious attempts to deliver. ~ Symp-
toms of great debility coming on after a
fudden ceffation of firong pains, ought
always to be confidered as mdlcatxons of

partlcular danger.
Should
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Should it be allowed, that I have made
a proper felection of cafes to illuftate my
opinion on this fubject, and that I have
reafoned Juf’tly from the fa&ts- which they
contain, I think the following conclufions
may be admitted :

Firft, That in a rupture of the gravid
uterus, which has even allowed a feetus
to pafs into the cavity of the abdomen,
the cafe 1s not to be coufidered as abfo-
lutely hopelefs. '

Secondly, That the danger of fuch a
cafe, is as much in confequence of the
injury which tlie vifcera fuftain from the.
child remaining in the cavity of the ab-
domen, as from that which is done to the
uterus itfelf.

Thirdly, That the danger will gene-
rally be in proportion to the time the
child is fuffered to remain among the vif~
cera, .and to the fufceptlbxhty of irrita-
tion which prevails in the confhtunon of
thc patient at the time.

Fourthly,
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Fourthly, That delivery affords the > onily
profpet of recovery to the patlent and’
thould thereforé be effeced as foon as the
circumnftarices will permit.

Althdugh thefe inferenices may be fairly’

deducible from what has been faid, yet
circumftances will frequently ariff, in" a
café of fuch complicated danger, which’
will baffle all reafoning from general prin-
ciples: For when rupture is the confe-

quence of fome violent difeafe havirig’

affeCted the fubftance of the uterus it-
felf, o advantage is to ‘be expected from

ahy micafiire that can be, tried, When'

the accident is attended with ekceflive'
haamorrhage, death too generally happens;
before it is poffible, with any certainty, to”
determine the naturc of the comiplaint:
and even if the hzmorrhage fhould not
be fo violent as to deftroy the patient'very
fuddenly, it may yet be fo confiderable,

as by greatly diminifhing the powers of”

life, t6 make her recovery impoffible. -

Other
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Other caufes exifting in the conftity-
tion, may contribute to render this acci-
dent peéuliaﬂy fatal. The body being at
this time in a ftate very fufceptible of
ftimulus, whatever acts violently on the

nervous fyftem, may have power to pro-
duce effe@ts fuddenly deftructive of hfe

It is a matter of fome comfort, that
amidft fuch accumulated danger, there
ftill remains a pofiibility of the patient’s
Yecovery : and as that feems in a great
meafure to depend on the fpeedy removal
of the child from among the vifcera, it is
a pomt of the higheft importance, to be
able early and certainly to determine, that
the accident has really happened. I have

ring into one view all

I could colle&, which

" in direéting our judg-

cafion.” Thefe do' not,

that abfolute certamty,

- I|d be attained in a mat-

ter of fo much corifequence.” The gloomy
idea of inevitable death, which has been
hlthcrto annexed to this accident, by de-

| ﬁroymg :

4
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ftioying hope, has checked the ardour which
fhould have directed endeavours that might
have fometimes been fuccefsful: and has
¢onfequently deprived us of the aid of
&xperience, and the advantages refulting
from a comparifon of falts and obferva-
tions.—Leét us difcard thefé. melancholy
apprehenfions, and cherifh the hope of a
~more favourable event ; and we need not
defpair of making additions to the lift of
recoveries. One in half a century, will be
fufficient to juftify the practice of imme-
diate delivery’; whieh, if it fails of pre-
ferving life, yet takes place of no other
mode which promifes the fmalleft chance
of fafety to the patient.

FjNIS.





