Descent or Bearine Down of the Womas, and
ProTRUSION ﬂf the VACINA,

THE gonnexions of the womb, it
was formerly obferved,* are fo loofe, that it rtafli-
ly changes its fituation, . :

Fmﬂl
4+ The ardinary dofe of laudanurn for ghozn per, i{\ Gns is from twenty to thifs
ty five drops, eccording to the teynperanent and dtrength.

E Viz. a drachm diffolved in a Fll of vinegar and half a pint gf rofe watef,
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* From this:-circumftan¢e it will be underflood,
that:if the vagina be very much relaxed or ‘enlarg-
ed, the womb will fall lower into it than it natural-'
ly-does. ... . .1 - =

-+When this happens; it preﬁ"es on the neck of the
blﬂddf:rrand,the lower part of . theﬁralght gut, which
excites a difagreeable {enfation:in.thefe parts. -1

- The{ymptoms of this complaint in its ineipient
{-’c-al;e, are, bearing down pain, efpecially when ufing
exercile, frequent defire to make water and goto
tool, and a dlfcharge of a ﬁlm}r fluid from: tha
vagina.

When thefe fymptoms are difrﬁgardcd the. dit.

eafe. continues to incréafe in proportion to its'du-
ration. . In mary cafes the womb protrudes entirely
withoutthevagina, and then becomes highly tiouble-
{ome and painful. It alfo in that ftate, from its
connexion with the bladder, renders the unfortu-
nate fubjeét of 1t unable to make water, withoutly-
ing down-and pufhing up the protruded tumour:
{ The caufes of the defcent of the womb ought to
be. univerfaliy known, as.it is certainly .often:im
women’s power to Efcape entirely from the mifera-
ble and uncomfortable ftate to which they muft be
yeduced if {ubje&t to that complaint.
. Every difeale which induces. weaknefs of the
“habit in geueral but more efpecially of the paflage
to the womb, will lay the foundation for the Bear-
ing down or dt_ﬂ’ﬁf&ni of the uterns. Irregularities of
the periodreal evacuation, frequent mifcarriage, im-
proper tréatment after labour, and too early or vio-
lent exercife after lying in, -are the moft common
" mrmmﬂances to which this difeafe muft be at-
tributed. i

"The cure of _Bmﬂ?zg dmn of the womb, if at-
tetitted to-eatly, will often be eafily accorqphfhf'&
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The tone of the vagina muft be refiored by thecold
bath, and aftringent lotions thrown dnto it three-or
four times a day, while at the fame time.1nternal -
firengthening remedies fhould be taken, and the
patient confined very much to a horizontal pofture)
..When, however, the difeafe has' proceeded {o
far that the womb. defcends, the cure will be attend-
" ed with confiderable difficulty, and will require
timg. in; proportion to: the duration of the com-
plaint, and the ftate.of the patient’s general health.

Young married women, troubled with delcent of
the womb, may .expett to be entirely relieved from
it if they be.cotrm ‘pregnant, pl’ledE‘d they be prop-
erly treated after delivery.

In-cales where there is no pmbal:uhty of preg-
nancy, the womb fhould be keptup by means of'a
piece of {ponge. adapted to the paflage, moiftened
with any mild afiringent liquor, and the remedies
advifed for bearing down of that organ fhould bc
carefully employed.

When, however, the delcent of the womb is very
tmublﬁfﬂme and has continued for a conliderable
time;the-only relief which can be obtained, muft
be procured f1 om I:h{: ule of an inflrument called
Pefary.eo k-

- Weomen in genﬁral are prejudiced againft fuch
inftruments, and many pra&ltmners have recourle
tosthem -with great rcIuELancf; 'Some indeed have

abfolutely prohibited their ule, and have alledged
that they can-never-anfwer any good purpofe, but
on the contrary, will -always increafe thﬂ mala&y
and produce other bad effefts. - -

That peffaries have often been the calrfﬂ uf many
very troublefome as well as dangerous {}rmptoms
capnot be denied, but this can on]}r happen when
they are amproperly managed ; for thefe inftruments,
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when. judicionfly:emplayed, always contribute very
wmaterially, atileafb to the: eaft and comfort of the
pal:xﬁnt anck can-never do any harm.

+'T kmow at.prefent many women whe are ena
hhtd by the ufe of a peflary, to make every exér
tion necaﬁavy m aélive life, without feeling the
{tnalleft pain from the mftmmenﬂ while the few
who, in ﬂhe cowrle of my pm&ie&,ﬁhaﬂe refufed to
try- that expedient, fuffer all-the difagreeable effadls
which: can originate from a weakenmg &ﬁﬁa{a and
want of exarcife.: -

Prorrusion of the Vfﬁ:c:mﬂ —This &;feafe
not fo frequent as defcent of the womb ; but when
it occurs, it 1s fully as troubltefome. It appedrs in
the fm:m of a tumour hanging out WIthﬂu? the pal-
idge, with the mouth of the wemb at the apper and
fmagsart of 1, which duﬁﬁmgmﬂws 1t fmm ﬁ}‘m pro-
tinfion of the.wamb.

‘When the vagina is very much felaxed am& 2

the {ame time narrow, the weight of &hﬂ womb
b&amng down en it will puth. out that part of 1t
which is moft loolely connelled to the ¢ontizuous
parts,* and umﬂﬁquantly oecafion the: appearam
alveady deferthed. -
The cure depends on the protruded part b@lﬁg
yeplaced, and. the weakened ftase-of the vagina rem-
edied: Theld purpoles will ber ascomplithed by the
means recommended m eafes of defcent of the
wombr. As, however;, protrufion of the vagina-is
oftenr.the confequence of general weaknefsiof the
habit;: the Pemwan bark, and nrneval waters, with
fteel, thould be taken luﬁﬁ'i‘nﬁﬂfy ‘anid a fuitable }1‘1‘31&
of d;zet and exercife onght to be followed.
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