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Hiftory of a Cafe of Inverted Uterus termina-
ting fuccefifully. By Mr. John White, Sur-
geon, Paifley.

ON the 26th of June 1793, about ten
o’clock at night, I was defired to vifit a

married woman, twenty-feven years of age,
who was delivered of a fine healthy child,
about five o’clock that fame evening. The
_delivery took place while fhe lay on a couch.
There was nothing unufual in the progrefs of
the labour, nor was the birth of the child re-
markably fudden; but the midwife having
found difficulty in extraling the placenta,
had employed much time and force in pulling
at the navel-ftring, and had caufed the woman
to cough, fneeze, and even to vomit, by tick-
ling her throat with a finger, before the was
able to accomplifh her purpofe.
The delivery of the placenta was immedi-
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ately followed with an heemorrhage from the
uterus, and violent forcing down pains, fimi-
lar to thofe which accompany labour. But
as in all her former labours, (four in num-
ber), a flooding to a certain degree had like-
wife occurred, this circumftance, on the pre-
fent occafion, gave no great alarm ; and
as the pains, the was affured, were no ways
uncommon, fhe endeavoured to endure them
with patience and fortitude.

She had been nearly five hours in great a-
gony when I faw her. Her countenance was
‘pale and ghaﬁly 3 her extremxtles were coId
‘her pulfe at the wrift was fcarcely perceptxble,
'qulck and irregular ; and her voice was fo
‘feeble, that it could fcarcely be heard. She
‘had great pain in her thighs, and the lower
part of her ‘belly; but the pain in her back
and loiris was, fhe faid, quite unfupportable.

‘The heemorrhage from the uterus had, how-
ever, been pretty moderate fo; fome ‘time
but the bearing-down pains continued fo vio-
lent, that, to ufe her own expreflion, fhe
thought her whole bowels would be forced
out. |

On applying a hand to the abdomen, I

2 ' was
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-was certain the had not another child to
bear; and from the account .I had juft recei-
ved, and nature of the prefent fymptoms, 1
immediately fufpeted there was an mverﬁon
‘of the uterus. Pt T
‘Without delay, 1 therefore examined her .
per wvaginam,.and found the whole cavity of
this organ filled with a large, round, and
pretty firm flefhy fumour, rugous on the fur-
face, and having the fhape of a printer’s ball,
or the bottom of a large bottle of the elaftic
refin. This I confidered as ‘evidence fuffic
.cient. s 7T T g gk E
- ¥ 'would inftantly have attempted the re-
‘du&tion of the uterus, but the poor woman
-was fo very faint and weak, and all the parts
'cqnce'rned fo tender and irritable, that I
‘thought it .could not be undertaken for fome
time, but with confiderable rifk. I therefore
gave her forty drops of laudanum, and the
fame number of elixir of vitriol, in a glafs or
two of wine, to recruit her ftrength a little,
and to moderate the v1olence of the pain and
irritability.
The midwife having left her as foon as the
thought fhe had done her duty, the was again
. immediately
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immediately brought ; and having, at my de-
defire, made the neceffary examination, was
very foon convinced of what had happened.-

.. After waiting about twenty minutes, to al-
low what fhe had got to take effect, I gently
infinuated my hand through the o$ exter-
num; and grafping the tumour firmly for
fome time, to diminith its bulk, I began then
to pufh at.the middle of the fundus, and, as
nearly as I could, in the direCtion of its
mouth ; employing fometimes a fingle finger,
~ fometimes two or more, or the whole fingers
and thumb colleted into a cone-like fhape,
as I found upon trial could beft fuit my pur-
pofe. I likewife tried, from time to time, to
dilate the os internum, by infinuating a fin-
ger betwéen it and the body of the uterus;
but from the contrated ftate in -which it
was, and the great bulk of the tumour, it
could not be done but with confiderable dif-
ficulty. .

By a due perfeverance, however, in one or
other of thefe methods, I at length had the
good fortune to reduce it completely § and as
I gradually withdrew my hand from the ca-
vity of the uterus, into which it had at lait

fairly
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fairly pafled, I gently irritated the os inter-
num with a finger, to excite its contrationy
And having enjoined reft and a recumbent
pofture, and ordered fome light nourifh.
ment, I took my leave.

My patient continued if a weak and lan.
guid ftate for many weeks. Her legs were
cedematous for a long time after fhe could go
about; and the quantity of milk in her
breafts was fo fmall, that another woman was
required to fuckle her child ; but by the ufe
of fuitable cordials, tonic medicines, nous
tithing diet, and moderate exercife, in the
courle of a few months, I had the fatisfation
to fee her recover completely.

‘ REMARKS.

The inverfion of the uterus is one of the
moft formidable “and alarming accidents
which can ‘happen in delivery; for if not
foon known, and fpeedily reduced, it is apt
to prove fatal in a fhort time. It ought,
therefore, to be well underftood, and parti-
cularly guarded againft, by every perfon prac-
tifing midwifery. .

That
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- That the inverfion, in the prefent cafe, was
occafioned by the very forcible and injudi:
cious means employed to, extrat the placen-
ta, there can,.I think, be little doubt ; partis
cularly when it is confidered, that the extrac-
tion was imade:whilé the woman ftood up-
right ; and of the numerous inftances of the

like kind on record, by far the greater part

of ithem appear to have been the refult of a
fimilar rath and inconfiderate practice.
~.'As in making: the reduttion in the above
cafe; I.experienced much inconvenience from
the fhortnefs and:fmallnefs of my fingers, I
would beg leave to propofe.the trial of the
following fimple ‘inftrument, .if the like dife
ficulty fhould ever happen to any other prac-
titioner. It confifts of a bit of light wood;
about fourteen inches long, not' quite cylin-
drical, but flightly tapering from the ends to
the middle,” and the ends rounded, like the
head .of a walking cane. The.diameter of
the one extremity:is an inch, ‘and the other
an inch and three quarters; the one or the
other to be employed as the particular cirs
cumftances of the cafe may feem beft to
“{uit.
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fuit. The whole of it is covered with fmooth
and foft leather, and the ends are thickly
ftuffed with wool or foft hair; fo that they
can’ hardly do any injury to the uterus, un-
lefs employed in the moft inattentive and im-
proper manner, ke
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