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The Hiftory of a Cafe, in which, after a com-
plete Inverfion of the Uterus, a favourable
termination took place. By Mr Thomas
Brown, Surgeon in Muffelburgh. |

Lapy aged twenty-feven, the mother
A of five children, naturally of a good
conftitution, became pregnant. She wascon-
fiderably debilitated and relaxed from anxie-
ty and fatigue, which operated during the
moft part of her {fucceeding pregnancy, and
which, previous to her labour, was confidera-
bly increafed. She was very eafy, and not
tedious in her labour; but fome uncommon
appearance, after the delivery of the child,
made the midwife call for further affiftance.
I found her pulfe not to be reckoned, both
from frequency and feeblenefs ; her counte-
nance ghaftly ; her ftrength exhaufted ; and
fhe was unable to articulate, from a ftate of
approaching deliquium ; prefenting, altoge-
ther, a very alarming fituation,
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Upon examination, I found the uterus
completely inverted ; the fundus being re-
moved from the os externum more than
fourteen or fifteen inches, and nearly al-
lowed to hang over the bed, To it there
ftill adhered a very {mall portion of the pla-

centa; the reft having been torn away,
~ without much ceremony. o

The uterus had fome refemblance of its
natural figure, and feemed about. ten
" -inches in length, together with about four

 or five inches of inverted vagina, The in.

verted parts felt cold and flaccid,
~ The hzmorrhagy had now ceafed, but
feemed to have been confiderable; by no -
means, however, exceflive.

In fhort, my patient prefented altogether
a moft thocking and diftreffing fpectacle,

There was not a moment to be loft. [
allowed that part of the placenta to remain
for the prefent, and immedjately introdu-
ced the whole within the vagina, without
much difficulty, I then feparated that por-
tion of the cake, and, upon applying the
P'bints of the whole of my fingers to the fun-
dus, and gently pufhing forwards, I fuc-
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ceeded in reducing the inverfion moft com-
pletely. "I now withdrew my hand, and
dipped it in cold water, and again introdu-
ced it into the uterus.,

When the operation was thus happily
completed, I found my patient quite ex-
haufted, requiring the conftant application
of ftimuli, to keep her from finking. Up-
on the application’ of thefe, with free air
and cordials, I procured fome amendment,
and left her. |

I fhall here only add, that for fome days
my patient continued very wealy but at
the end of three weeks was as well as
ufual. No prolapfus uteri ever followed.
And, in a few months, fhe again became
pregnant ; dyring which, and in delivery,
fhe experienced no uncommon {ymptom.

Before I make any obfervations on this
cafe, I may remark, that from the time it |
was judged neceffary to apply for afliftance
to the period of reduion, it exceeded half
an hour ; and before the midwife thought
proper to apply for help, it muft have been
ten minutes more. Being ignorant of the

| 'S4 ' nature



280  ANNALS OF,

nature of the cafe, fthe was fometime bufy
exerting herfelf to bring away the whole,

It is evident from what has been related,
that no cafe could be more diftrefling,
more immediately dangerous, or afford lefs
profped of fuccefs. The inftances of fuch
a favourable termination, under fuch de-
ploiable circumftances of ignorance or rafh-
nefs, I believe to be rare.

The eafe and expedition with which the
redution was accompliihed, naturally led
me to fuppofe, that there muft have been
fome circumftances attending this cafe, not
common in others, which led to fo favour-
able an iffue.  What I take to be the prin-
cipal caufe, was a very relaxed, pliant, and
almoft totally unirritable ftate of the uterus;
whether produced from the length of time
for which the inverfion had exifted, or from
the general re¢laxed ftate of mufcular fibre,
or very probably from both conjoined ; in
confequence of which, it readily received
any impreflion, and made no refiftance to
any when gained.

It bas been fuppofed, that a complete
inverfion of the uterus cannot poffibly hap-
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pen, without mpturing,' and doing material
injury to the ligaments, and thus being
productive of much inconvenience after-
wards. But certainly the changes which
they undergo in geftation, in common with
the reft of the uterine {yftem, may make
them capable of readily admitting any
change of pofition which the uterus can
poffibly take, without fuffering any injury.
And as no bad confequences followed in
this cafe, it certainly ftrongly points out,
* that fuch rupture does not neceffarily fol-
low.
~ Could the cold water in which I dipped
my hand, and applied for fome time to the
uterus, have any fhare in the prevention of
bad confequences, by producing an imme-
diately increafed tone of parts?
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