GenTLEMEN,

Tus following cafe of extra-uterine fastus, efpecially as it is attended
with fome circumftances tending to the relief of others (who may hap.
pen to be in a fimilar {ityation) at an earlier period, may not be deemed
unworthy of a place in your ufeful publication, '

Mrs. Coorsg, of Lakenham, fent for a midwife on the 25th of Dscem.
ber 1798, who informed her fhe would be delivered in a very fhort time,
and cayfed her great pain, with a fmall difcharge of blood, which gontinued
for fome days ; 1fuppofe, by endeavouring to rupture the membranes, mil-
taking the vagina, prefled down before the bead of the child, for the
membrangs,

* She was, at that time, at the full period of her reckoning. On the 7th
of January 1799, I was fent for, and asfhe had no pain, 1 waited a confi-
derable time, and on examining her, found a globular fubftance very lgw n
the pelvis, which I fuppofed to be the head of the child, but I coold not
difcover the os uteri. I ftaid with her fome time longer, and told her
sothing could he done ; but defired they would fend for me if her laboor
came on. She was at that time paft what fhe reckoned her full time, had

re children before, and had been accurate in her reckonings. Said fhe
had felt the child, but thought it diffcrent from her former pregnancies,
#nd had felt nothing of the child fince Chriftmas-day.

The very decp fnow of 179y falling foon after this time, rendered the
roads from Norwich to Lakenham impaffable for fome days, and I thongb(
fhe had been obliged to call in fuch afliftance as could be procured in the
town, till T was informed by one of her relations, whom 1 attended, that
fhe was very unwell, but not delivered. 1 therefore called upon her on my
way to Caiftor, as I thoaght there muft be fomething fingular in the cafe.
She told me, fhe had felt nothing of the child fince Chriftmas-ddy ; buty
that fhe wa certain the had previous to that time, although different from ll:t

fenfations on fimilar occafions. The body had nearly the fame appearance
as in natural pregnancy, withan unevenncfs alittle above the os pubis. The
whole had not exaétly the ufual globular form of the impregnated uterus,
She had, at this time, exceeded her reckoning more than twa mooths,
found the child’s head prefing down very low, and could not difcover the
os tincz in its ufual fituation, but thought Idifcovered it abovg the os pabisy
On endeavouring to pafs the finger towards the facrum (the ufual fituation
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of the mouth of the uterus where it lies high), it could not pafs, owing to
the vagina obftro&ing it in every dire@ion backwards. I could pafs the
finger very high by the pubis, in which fitvation I found the os uteri as
before defcribed. I mentioned my fufpicions of its being ‘an extra-uterine
feetus to Mr. Coorer, furgeon of the third Lincoln militia, and requefted
him to fee her with me: he thought it was the os uteri above the pubis,
which could not be felt very diftintly, as it was fituated very high. I
examined her again, and concluded it was an extra.uterine faetus, lying

between the re@tum and the womb,. prefling the uterus up againft, and
chiefly above the pubis.

Mr. Ricsy (whofe opinions upon thefe fubjeéts are much tobe refpe&ted)
having feen her in the earlier part of her pregnancy, 1 mentioned the cafe
to him, and alked him to fee her with me. 1 was prevented being prefent
at the time appointed, but requefted he would examine her; his opinion
was, that there was fomething extraordinary in the cafe, but was not
fully confirmed that it was extra-uterine,

Her health was very much impaired, being affeted with diarrheea, for
which fhe occafionally took opiates and aftringents. I was fent for, early
in the morning, on the third of May, fhe being now more than four months
paft her reckoning. I found her very weak and low, her mouth fore, pulfe
quick, and the diarrheea continued ; fhe had ejected during the night a
eonfiderable quantity of fetid, bloody water. On examining her, I found
an opening unlike the 08 uteri, and my finger paffed immediately into the
head of the child ; fhe had no pain except what I gave her, as I ufed fome
force, prefling npon the infide of the bones of the cranium, and endeavour.
ing to dilate the opening. I left her, and told her I would call again,
which I did, and took Mr. Rigby with me, who examined and brought
away a portion of the cerebrum, which was very offenfive. I afterwards
brought away one of the parietal and the occipital bone, and alfo one of
the temporal ; the was very much exhaufted and faint ; we therefore left
her, fearing it would be impoffible to extrat the whole of the feetus, M.
Rigby called on me on the fourth, and after fome converfation, I faw Mrs.
Cooper, and found the other parital bone in the fituation i¢ was left on the
third, or nearly fo, which I with difieulty brought away. By introdycing
my fingers into the opening in the vagina, and fixing them upon the verte«
brz of the neck, I brought two of them away ; but finding the fhoulders
obftrutted by a part of the vagina, I puthed my hand paft it, got my finger
into the arm-pit, and at laft fucceeded in bringing away the remaining part
of the fetus, in a highly putrid ftate, no portion of the naval ftring remain.
ing, It appeared to be a male child, at full time when it died, both from
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the formation of the bones, and the fize of the'feettis ¢ the woman was
faint and exhaufted, that I thought it moré pradent tb defift fromintroducing
“my hand to examine for the attachment of the placenta; conchiding; that
the leaft evil would be, to truft to nature for its exphlfion, if it was not
slready diffolved; and in a ftate to come away with thé difcharge.

On the fifth I called, with Mr. ALpsouse, and foand her very low and
faint ; fhe had purged, and het mouth was covered with aphthe, the dif-
charge confiderable and very offenfive ; the womb was nearly in the fituation
before defcribed, but lower ; the opening in the Vagina,,lﬁrm._tghwhich the
foetus was extrafted, extending nearly to the neck of the aterus ; we could
now diﬁinguiﬂ: the neck of the utertis, and the uterus itfelf, by the touch;
the finger pafling backwards into the large cavity from which the child was
extratted. 'There was no doubt of a communication between the bowel and
the cavity, as fome feeds from a cake, eaten ‘the day before; came awayon
Mr. Atprouse’s fingers, with a portion of Fices; fome faces pafing
likewife daily by the vagina, althongh'the had a natural evacuation every
day. She remained in-the greateft danger for.fome tjmoe ; hier mouth very
fore ; purging at times ; partof the excrements paffing by the opening in the
vagina, and.part naturally by the re@tom. Her plan of medicine was
cordials, aftringents, .and opiates, as oceafion required, .with wine ad
nourifhing foyps,.as the. ftomach wounld, bear them,:

‘She is -at this time, Auguft 16, 1799, able -ta manage-heri domettic
affairs ; fhe paffes her ftools naturally, but-is-obliged to-weat,a-clathy as
fome faces pafs by the opening in the vagina : the qeantity whieh paffes the
fatter way being much leflened within the laft month, makes one entertain
hopes that the opening into the bowel may clofe. )

There are a fuffieient number of cafes on, record of extra—uterme fsztps;
both mEngbIh.and French authors ; and. te rengder uﬁe{ql the ,pub‘bcahonpf
fuch eccurrences, fome rules might perhaps be eftablithed for the, relief.of
shofe wba nnyiabeur under fuch exxta,ordmuy cafes,, at the guhen peripd
pefible.

* Great part of the diftrefs and danger feemsam anfefnmwhat gbmlx
tution foffers in‘ridding itfelf of-the impediment, and the Jodgment.offo
Targe a-mafs of puttid matter within-thebedy. In the prefent. mftance, ¢
woman, I think, muft have died before the bones could have beea dil-
charged, as this opening into ‘the bowels muft have been very high, and
there could be no natural effort to propel the bones throagh the vagins.

.If a cafe were to occur where the fossos was fituated the fame agin Mn
Cooper’s, would it not be prudent to make an opening in the vagina, full<
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ctent to admit the extraétion, by firft perforating the head, and extrafting
by the crotchet and blunt hook ; by which means, probably, the opening
into the bowels might have been in this cale prevented, and the woman
not brought into fuch imminent danger by the putrefation of the child ?
Norwich, Aug. 20, 1799. E. COLMAN, Sxrgeon,
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