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To Dr. BATTY,

Dear Sigw,

AS you did me the favour to make a drawing of the fubje@®
of the following-cafe, and was prefent at the operation, IJ re-
queft you will infert the annexed account of it in your very
ufeful Journal; and though it may not give rife to many new
ideas on our mode of treating fuch cafes, it will thew to what
an uncommon extent fuch difeafes may arrive at without being
particularly detrimental to the conftitution, independent of the
pain and diftrefs arifing from their weight. I am,
DgAr Sir, _
Your obliged humble fervant,
RICHARD SIMMONS.

Case of an extraordinary Enlargement of the Clitoris. By
RicHARD SimMmons, Member of the Royal Chllege of Sur-
geonsy, Surgeon to the British Lying-in Hospital, Brownlew
Streety, &ec. Ue. . '

[ With a Plate, ]

ON the 28th of Feb. 1800, Catharine Talbot, a healthy
looking woman, about thirg ears of age, was placed un-
der my care, in the Parochial Infirmary of St. Martin in the
Fields, where fhe had been admitted gn account of her inabi-
lity to follow her ufual occupation, which was that of working
in the brick fields, and other laborious employments, from a
fwelling of great magnitude, as fhe defcribed it, hanging from
her body; anmd which, upon examination, I found to be the
chitoris enlarged to a moft enormous fize, gradually increafing
in bulk from its ftem at the pubis. The circumference of the
largeft part meafured fourteen inches, the circumference of the
ftem five inches, and the length of the tumor nine inches.
Its general appearance was fmooth and flethy, and its upper
furface covered with cuticle, and not redder than the fkin in

general ; round the bottorn of the twmor, and all its under
B furface,
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furface, it was very unequal, being made up of a clufter of fwell-
ings of a globular form, of different fizes, from thofe of large
grapes to the fmalleft ; the colour of thele were redder, fome-
what tranfparent and fhining, but not inflamed or painful to the
touch. When the tumor was held up, a detached lobe from
the right fide hung lower than the reft, having the fame glo-
bular appearances at its moft depending part. The nympha
and labia on both fides, efpecially near the perineum, appeared
as if taking on the fame uncommon altion with the clitoris,
and felt more tender; whieh might arife from the weight and
preflure of the tumor, as they were not much enlarged.

The moft fingular circumftance was, that her general health
was not at all affeCted, her appetite was good, and fhe men-
ftruated regularly; nor did this enormous mafs produce any
pain except from its weight, which gave her an unealy fenfa-
tion at the fcrobiculus cordis, which was always relieved by
fufpending the tumor, but which fhe was either in general too
carelefs to attend to, or the neceflary fupport too inconvenient
g0 her to apply conitantly.

Thhe account fhe gave of it was, that the part (clitoris) be=
gan to enlarge about four years ago, and without any apparent
caufe; and that it went on gradually increafing in fize for near
three years, and that during the la{{ year it had enlarged very
rapidly. On queftioning %ICI' very particularly, the confefled
having had a flizht venereal complaint when fhe was about
twenty years of age, but has not the leaft doubt of her having
been perfectly cured of it, having fuffered no interruption to
her health in any way till the commencement of the fwelling.

It will readily be granted that this was no common cafe ; its
extraordinary fize and fingular appearance neceflarily rendered
it an object of curiofity, and I occafionally took feveral of my
medical friends to examine it; many of whom had fcen in-
ftances of enlarged and difeafed nymphz and clitoris, but never
any thing like tic prefent. I faw no chance of relieving the
poor woman without an operation; and fhe being alfo well
convinced of her conftantly remaining a burthen to herfelf and
the world without its extirpation, fhe readily agreed to any
plan I might propofe.

I determined therefore on ufing the knife, and requefted Dr.
Batty, Mr. Ford, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Morris, to favour me
with their attendance on the 26th of March, when the opera-
tion was performed in the following manner:— A circular in=
cifion was made round the bafe of the fwelling near the pubis,
beginning at the inferior part on the right fide, and ending on
the oppolite fide, and afterwards continuing the diffe&ion till
the whole was removed. It was neceflary to take up one vef-
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fel on each fide; the three veflels of the clitoris were not ma-
terially enlarged, and were included in one ligature. The
parts were drefled fuperficially, and thirty drops of laudanum
given her. I faw her again in the evening, and the laudanuin
was repcated ; fhe flept pretty well during the night, and was
tolerably free from pain. 6n the 27th, fome pain, tenfion
and inflammation of the labia came on, accompanied with fever;
fhe took the faline mixture during the day, and at night the
opiate was repeated.  She difcharged her urine freely. On the
28th, the tenfion and pain were increafed ; and not having had
a ftool fince the operation, fhe took a laxative medicine, which
had effect. On the 29th, the dreffings were removed, having
been loofened by a beginning fuppuration; fhe paffed the day
rather better. On the 3oth, the difcharge from the fore was
confiderably increafed, and the pain and tenfion diminifhed;
one of the ligatures came away. From this time the fore
continued to difcharge freely for a few days, when both thc
other ligatures came off, the patient feeling extremely happy
at the thoughts of having got rid of a diggrccable load, and
with the profpe&t of the fore fpeedily healing; nor were her
expe&ations difappointed, it gradually leflened in fize, and, b

the 21ft of April, was completely healed, the lubia, &c. az
fuming their natural appearance. She was difcharged the In-
firmary before the end of the month,

It muft have occurred to thofe who have extenfive pra&ice
in midwifery, to have obferved children born with a peculiar
conformation of the clitoris; inftances where it has appeared
confiderably elongated, and covered with a large prazputium,
have given rife to miftakes of the fex of an infant, or have
vendered it a doubt to which the child belonged. Specimens
of this fort are to be feen in all anatomical coliections, as well
as examples of extraordinary enlargements of it in adults. And
hiftories of fuch cafes are to be met with in Riolanus, Bartho-
line, Schurigius, and others, fome of whom bclicve the part
enl.wed Wiﬁl a fimilar power to the penis in men. It would
be of importance to difcover whether any artificial means, or
excefs of venery, was capable of increaling its fize; in the
cafe above related I could not difcover that at any period of its
enlargement it had the power of erection, or was converted to
an% improper purpofe. L

t appzars that an enlarged clitoris is almoft cndemial in
fome countries, particularly Egypt and Darfur, where the ex-
cifion-of it is very commonly praftifed, and the operation is
performed a little before the period of puberty, or at a_bout the
age of eight or nine years. This' cuftom is mentioned by
Strabe, and alfo by Albucafis, in his 7th chapter, who obferves,
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that every parent knows when a child has thefe parts longer
than ordinary, and cut and burn them off while girls are very
oung. De Graaf was alfo acquainted with this, and gives
Kis approbation of the operation as highly ncceflary as well as
decent, “ Eftque hujus partis chirurgia orientalibus tam ne-
ceflaria quam ‘decora.” And Mr. Brown, our countryman,
the celebrated traveller into Africa, tells us, that thirteen or
fourteen young females underwent the operation in a houfe
where he was. It was performed by a woman, and fome of
themn complained much of the pain both at and after it. They
were prevented from locomotion, but permitted to eat meat;
the parts were wafthed every twelve hours with warm water,
which profufe fuppuration rendered neceflary; at the end of
eight days the greater part were in a condition to walk, and
liberated from their confinement; three or four of them re-
mained under reftraint till the thirteenth day. The refle®ion
that naturally arifes from this fa& is, that there is no hazard
in performing the operation at a very early period ; and the fuc~
cefs attending the extirpation of the prodigious one in the cafe
I have related, is a fufficient evidence of the fafety of an oper-
ation at a more advanced ftage of the difeafe, hoORE

EXPLANATION of the PLATE.
Fig. 1. The upper fide of the tumor.  Fig. 2. The under part.
The weight of the tumor after extirpation was twenty-eight ounces.
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