An decount of the Efficacy of the Acetate of Lead in Uterine
Hemorrbage. By Grorge E. MircueLr, M. D, &c. of Eli-
tony, Maryland ; communicated to Dr. JacoB D. WacKER, of
Prederickfburg, Virginia. Tranfmitted to the Editor, February
1325, 1806. '

Dear Sig,

S experience is the only true way to obtain a perfet
knowledge of the virtues of medicine, I feel difpofed to
inform you of my experience of the efficacy of acetate of lead,
in feveral cafes of uterine hazmorrhage, which have occurred in
my practice, fince I left the univerfity of Pennfylvania. Al-
though I was induced to believe it a valuable implement in the
hands of a phyfician, in this form of difeafe, from the encomi-
ums of profeflor Barton, yet my experience has greatly confirm-
ed that belief ; it has alfo convinced me that a ftudent of the
prefent day, may put more confidence in the recommenda.
tions of our profeflors, than many of the ancient writers are
entitled to.

I have had five cafes of this difeafe, in all which, this medi.
cine was prefcribed with evident fuccels ; in feveral of thefe ca-
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fes blood-letting was ufed as it was indicated by the polfe. The
acetate of lead was ufed according to the urgency of the af.
1 generally commenced with one, two, or three grains, to be re-
peated every three or four hours, which always had the effelt
it was defired to produce. One cafe which was alarming and
obitinate, and which had been treated with the common remes
dies in this difeafe, will convince you of its fuperior efficacy.

A lady of delicate make, aged 29 years, was fcized with
uterine hzmorrhage ; her phyfician had properly prefcribed -
according to the ftate of her fyftem; blood-letting had been
vfed feveral times. Aftringent powders of fulphate of alomine
and gum kino had been given every hoiur ; proper local applic-
tions had been uwfed without much apparent advantage. The
woman was much reduced, and fhe, as well as her phyfician,
was fenfible that her complaint, if not foon checked, wounld ter-
minate her exiftence. I was confulted in her cafe, and recom-
mended the acetate of lead : this pratice was novel to the at-
tending phyfician ; but he agreed it (hould be tried : I prepared
a dofe of five grains, made into a bolus, with mucilage of gum
arabic, and gave it her with a determination to repeat it, if it
was found necelfary ; but in one hour it was evident the pill
had produced the defired effet : the heemorrhage was ftopped,
and did not return ; next day fhe was ordered tonic powders of
rubigo ferri, and columbo, which [oon reftored her to her for-
mer ftate of health.

Another cafe I think proper to relate to you. On the 25th
of July laft, I was attending a patient in the houfe of a gentle-
man in this neighbourhood, and whilft performing the operation
of blood-letting, the lady of the family came into the room ; fhe
was in perfett health ; but foon complained the fight of the
blood made her fick; the haftened into another room, and was
immediately taken with a profufe uterine h@morrhage. I was
called in, and as the was far advanced in pregnancy, and the
hzmorrhage alarming, I concluded her in very imminent das-
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ger. As foon as poffible, I gave her about five grains of this me-
dicine, which very foon produced the withed for effeft. Since
which, at the proper time, fhe has born a healthy child. I
have ufed it with fuccefs in aétive, and paffive hzemorrhage,
withont the affiftance of any other remedy.

In the third cale in which I have prefcribed this medicine, I
was alarmed to find my patient in a profufe ptyalifm. I was accu~
fed of having ufed mercury, but confcious I had not given her
any, could attribute it alone to this medicine. I recollefted a
woman in the Pennfylvania hofpital, who was falivated by a few
grains of the fame medicine : if I remember aright it was given
by Dr. Ruth in epilepfy. Doétor James Archer, of Hartford
county, informed me yefterday, that the fame circumftance had
happened to a patient of his, he, prefcribed it for diarrhza.
I was not fenfible of that difagreeable {mell which is always the
effect of mercary.

I have alfo ufed this medicine with fuccefs in alarming
and obftinate cafes of hamoptyfis. In none of the cafes in_‘
which I ufed it, did any ill confequences follow, except the
ptyalifm produced in the third cafe. Indeed the experience of
many who haye ofed this medicine in large and' repeated dofes,

.and the many miftakes®™ which have been made with it with im-
punity, ounght to difpel that improper timidity with which itis
generally preferibed 5 and which often prevents its prefcription,
when it might be ufed with the moft happy effects.

How valuable is that medicine with which the illuftrious
Rufh, and others have cured epilep{y ? Its efficacy (eftablifhed
by experience) externally, and internally, in many forms of dif-
eafe, is fufficient to conviace the moft fceptical that it js a very
raluable medicine.

I am, with high efteem,
Your friend and fellow ftudent,

GEORGE E. MITCHELL.
* Vide, Modical Mufeum, Vol. I. page 101.





