Wistory of avery Fatal A&cﬁan of the Pudendum of Female
Children ; lg] Kivner Woon, Esq. Member of the Royal
. College of Surgeons, and Surgeon at Oldbam,

This is a very interesting and a very important paper,
brhe disease appears to be nga of those :};:-idﬂmic:s which oc-
©uwr in camps, ficets, and other situations in which the hu~
wan race is crowded, It assumes, as we observed when now
ticimg Mr. Makesey's paper on Ophthalmia, all the various
forms of general disease, as low fever, scurvy, or cutanecar
‘eruptions, or of local discase, as erysipelas, sometimes in &
manner (which, but for the cartainty of the fact, we shoold
hardly conceive) confined to particular parts of the body,
mnd s{owing itself by ulcerated legs, ophthalmia, erysipelan
tous cheeks, or yesicles aboutthe hands or about the genitals,
‘Astruc first noticed the latter in a feet, denominating the
disease christallines, and from the part on which they ap-
peared considering them venereal.  We suspect they are
smore comman in civil life than is generally suspected.®
" All these diseases are attended move or less with fever, and
if meglected, or the patient is deprived of wholesome diet im.&
air, gmquently end in sordid uleers or gangrene, The de-
acription given by Mr, Wood is very correct ip all these
points. - We shall transeribe only the following as connected
with an important question in medical jurisprudence. The
reader will, perhaps, urge, that, in this instance, the patient
was well in her general health until the local symptoms
were mabifest. But we must always make large allowance
for the rank ip life of our patient. The early or dtg.l.'m:l'
tomplaints in the children of poor manufacturers in Man-
chester are very likely to be overlogked by the parents and
even by the children as socn as they are old encugh to be
constaatly employed in earning their daily bread, No won-
der, therefore, if the child's indisposition attracted no notice
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€1l the local symptoms were so violent as to make her
complain, H

“ ¢ Yang Hampeon®™, aged four, was admitted an out-patient of
+he (Manchester) Infirmary, Feb. 11,1701, The female organs
were highly inflamed, sore and painjul ; and it was stated by the'
mother, that the child was as well g5 usual till the preceding day,
when she complained of pain in makiog water, This induced tha
mother to examine the parts afected, when ghe was surprised to
find the appearances above described,  The child bad slept two or
three nights in the same bed with a boy fourteen years old; and
hu:hcumplained that moroing of having been hurt by him in the
might. :

¥ & Lecches, and other external applications, together with ap.
propriate internal remedies, were prescribed ; but the debility lne
creased, and oo the 20th of February the chitd died. “Uhe coro-
ner’s inguest was taken, previonsly to which the body was in.
spected, and the abdominal and thoracic viscera wers found to'
have been free from disease. 'The circomstaoces abova related
baving been proved to the satisfaction of the jory, and helng cor.
roborated by the opinion I gave, that the child’s death was occa-
¥iowed by external violence, a verdict of munler was returoed’
sgainst the boy with whom she had slept, A warrant was therea
fora lizued agnimt the boy, bot he bad absconded, a circumstancy
which was considered as a confirmation of his gollt, when added
e the circomatantial cvidenes slleged against him.

i ¢ Not meny weeks however had elapsed, before simllar cases
occarred, in which there was no rouson to gospect that externa)
wiolenca had besn offered : and soma in which it was absolutely
certain, that no such injury could have taken place. A few of
the patients died, though from the novelty and faial tendency of
the disesse, more than common atteotion was paid to them, I
was then convinced I had been mistaken in attributiog Jang
Hampion's death ta external violence; and I informed the coronee
of the reasons which produced this change of opision, The testls
mony I gave was designedly made public, and the friends of thy
boy, hearing of it, prevailed upon him to surrender himself,

it ‘When he was called to the bar at Lancaster, the judgs in.
formed the jory that the evidence adduced was not scffictent to
convict him ; that it wonld give rise io much indelicate discussion,
if they procesded on the trial; and that he hoped, therefore, they:
would azqnit bim without calling any witnesses.  'With {his request
the jury immediately complied,” ** '

The following is the result of the author's own practice.

¢ Cyse §,—On Jaouary 22, 1815, 1 was desived $o see Miss R
sged six years ; she had complained three or four days of head.

¢ # 800 Modical Ethics, by Dr. Percival, Note by Mr, Ward,
of Manchester, page 231, -
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acke; tmd Lesp chilly, and occasionaly hot; she had Been sicklr,
sad taken little food ; was doll, heary, and languid. This morn-
igg she had complaiocd of pain in making waler: upon examina-
tlon the pudendum was foupl inflamed ; upen which I was
called in. '

¢ The inner sorface of the |efl Jabiom was olcerated, as well as
the clitoria; the right labium was Infamed, and the whaole parts
tumefied, of a dark purplé hoe, not unlike some Einds of erysi-
pelas ; the mons veneris was eolarged and inflamed ; the perinesm
was inlamed and covered with aphthe, which also encircled the
anus, the discharge was thin, copions, and viensive, and had in.
flamed the top of the thigh, where it had been soffzred (o remain.
The face had a peculisr paleness; the bawels wereslow; (he polse
quick and weak ; the appelile diminished ; the tongue of a dall
clay colour. She was thirsty, complained of chilliness, and was
indizposed for motien. The liguor plumbl acetatis dilotus was
ordercil as a lotion, 1o be appticd lukewarm ; and powltices made
up with the same flnid were directed. A decoction of bark was
alio given with confectio cardiaca,

& [y the use of these means, the enlargement of the paris gra=
dually sobsided, the foul bottom of the sores bocame red, after
which the giotment of white lead was wsed, and the paris healed
by the 1dih of February, a space of seventeen days from the Grst
attendance,

¢ In this case the affeclion sgain returned, bot was sacly enred
by rcsorting to the samc remedics.’ Tho pationt fregueatly roe
tained the urine twenly-fuor hours, the pain was so viclent, and
obstinaiely resisted eyery inclination 1o empty the boweis, so that
the opening rowedies were obliged to be exhibited with & regular
attention,

¢ Case TL—0On the 25th of April, 1815, 1 saw Miss 8. aged
fjve yeats ancd a hall, She had been unwell 3 few d.a.j's Fmrinnl. T
_the @lst, when complaining of pain in voiding the arioe, lhe party
werc cxamined and found slightly red ; they were washed with
milk and water, and dosted with the lapis calaminaris., On tha
o2d, the inflammaiion had increased, and the parts were slizhily
excoriafed, On the 234, a thick yellow dizeharge was observed,
1he paticot was getling more unwell, the bowels were slow. On
the 24th, the open sorfaces were enlarging, and small watery vesi-
¢les appearcd upon the labia aod perineum ; upon the left thigh
also was a large closter; the bowels were twice opened this day
by some family purgative. e

& Oa the 25th, I saw the patient, and found both labia enlarged,
and of a purple redness, with nomerous small watery vesicles,
uvpon the external sorface, end also within the fssurs magne.
Thoy were similar to cowpock vesicles of the third and fourth
dey ; were found alse upon the perineum, aad the top of the left
thigh. Insome places the tops of the vesications were loosened,
and showed beneath n deep foul uwleer, particnlarly in the clester
upop the thigh, and on the anterior part of the labia. The parts
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within the fissura magna were overy where red and inflamed, wod
several small vlcers were foond, The skin sround the anus was
painful and rod i and the secreiinn was then copions and ofiznsive,
There was a dull headache, a guick and irritable pulse, a mcist
tongue, but bearing a elay.coloured deposit ; the motions on the
ith, were dark.coloured and offensive ; the patient was consider-
mbly weakcned, and be face of & peculiar paleness, I advised-sna
tyruing lotions slightly warmed, and saturnine poullices without
oil, 10 the parts, and gave small doses of pulr. chel in a salioe mix.
ture every three hours,

v April 26.—Fresh vesications still appearing; and, when ﬂ:u
tops af the carlier vewiclas had come away, the parts beneath srera
deeply olcerated.  Soveral aphthe were observed within the
labia, upon the perinpom, and around the anus, The skin washot
and dry ; the bowels open, and motions durk and offensive ; with
excrssire pain wpon veiding theorine,

27— The tep is thrown off from the cluster of vesicles upon
dhe thizh, as well us from the vesications upen the pudeadum and
perineum ; the open surfices are deep and foul, sccreting largely
a thin and offensive mutter ; the anus surcounded with aphtha ; the
pulse 1205 skin hot and dry ; bawels apon, and uring excessively
hot and painful.  Ordored a decoction of bark, with confl. cara
diaca; recommended a little red wine to the patieat; and to contis
nue the applications to the parls,

£t 28,—The bowels slow; the uring has been retained thirty
hours: the abdomen tender and hard; with much ditliculty she
was prevailed wpon to void the wrine, which was copious, highs
colonred, and of a strong smell: the aphthe had almest disappeara
ed, and the diseascd parts shewed a large uleer of various depths,
exteading aver tho podendum and perineun, down to tho uows ;
the parls within the labia were in the same state, and a deep uleer,
bpt not extensive, lay upon the left thigh, on its upper aad inugr
part; thasccretion is thing copions, and offensive, Thes .es.were
ordered to ba washed with the lotion az usval, and dressed with
the whita lead cintmeot. Cootioue the bark mixture, and increass
the wine. ;

& 90¢h and 30th.—The ulcerations were stationary; the same
means were continued ; but, as the bowels were slow, they wera
moved with an |n1'us|ﬂn of chnl.

;%% May 1.—Sores improving; the bottom becoming less foul,
asd discharza less offensive ; pulse 80 and wesk ; appetite poor ;
sits upa little; groat inclnation to retaln the u:i.m:j bowels upan.
Continue the a.ppltcmtmns and remedics,

tiad —The wores |mprut1ng1 a8 well as the lh‘ﬂngl‘]’l Thia H.lh
of improvement continued regularly, till the sores ware healed on
the 14th. After the healing, the pudendum continued discoloured
and tender, and 3 considerable yellow mucous discharge continued
with varying quantity for the space of six or eight weeks; this was
reliered by a continued use of the tinct. lytte, bathing the parts
frequently in the day with 3 solution of the sulphas sinei; the
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ehower.bath was aiso used with the intention of checking the sae
crelion, as well as gotting op the strength. [ suw this palient on
the 27th of June, when the discharge had ceased.

& Upon.Jooking over sy notes, [ find that, in nine yéars, [ vave
psan iwelve cases; af these, | have oaly scen the two above related
so early as to be materially perviceablej the others, being among
the childran af labowevrs, had Jittla chance, either from the atten-
tion or punctuality of the parents, of gotting over so very formi-
dable a dizcase, One, n little girl of two years old, recovered,
and was attacked again in the conrse of a fortnight, which second at-
tack proved fatal. In » girl, five years of age, wherc the caclicr
appearancet of the discase had been entircly overlooked, the mow
ther upon finding an cxtesshre uleer, brought the ¢inld to me, une
dup the ldea of ils having recelved jnjury feom fire, which had
escaped attention. The case proved faual,"

Thus, of twelve cases, 1en were among the labouring poar.,
B_v what means these epidemics reach the rich, cannot al-
ways be ascertained, but probably the greater matter of sar-
prise should be that it does nct oftener occor. " Among
children, it is still more likely, as it is impossible to prevent
nursery maids from introducing their little charges to their
own relations, and even in infuatils day-schools the grada-
tions must sometimes intermix.





