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ON THE APPLICATION.OF SOLID.
NITRAS ARGENTI IN THE GO~
NORRHEA UF WOMEN.

By Arex. J. Hawugy, M.D;

Gonorrheea in the female is common
said to be a very curable disease. It is
cerlainly much more so than in the maleg;
but on practical investigation of this dis-
ease, | found ihat it was not so curable as
has been supposed—at least by the means
commonly used. I tried every form and
combination of astringents, particularly
that of zine; half an ounce of each in a

ound of boiling water was my common
injection, This occasionally effected a
cure in eight or tem days; but for one
case in which this took place in the time
specified, ten resisted the treatment for
three or four weeks, The records of
Lock Hospitals bear this out to the full;
and cases so treated often returned on
leaving off the remedy. I had no better
success from the solutions of the nitrate
of silver ; they were indeed, generally less
effectual than the other ; besides the
method of injection is apt to be so irregu-
larly -pursued by the thoughtless charac-
ters in Lock Hospitals, that it will seldom
be carried into complete and proper exe-
cution, It is a common boast of such
rsons how little they bave regarded the
injunction of the practitioner in this par-
ticular. I know one case where a woman
used the alum and zinc injection just
twice in nineteen days, whilst the practi-
tioner fancied she was using it three or
four times daily. It becomes of impor-
tancv—of the utmost importance—that
the treaiment in case of Lock Hospitals
be of such a kind as that the practitioner
can either administer it himself, or be as~
surred 1hat 1t be done. The remedy to
be noticed has this great merit; and if it
had not half the efficacy which I know it
te have, it would surpass all others on
that account in the i.stitution above-
named. 1 had long tried in vain, and [
repeat, had ‘found very useless ,the injec
tions of an astringent kind,

Having noticed that some cases of go-
porrheea, with uleeration in the vagy
and to which I had freely appﬁe?tn:é
nitras argenti, stopped in & most extraoxdi-
narily short period, I determined to select
a few cases of nncomplicated guno a
for trial. I aceordingly did so, and found
the effects to be very siriking). I, have
repeated'y seen the discharge ceRse, hever
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Se resura, in twenty=four hours. On the
day after the apulication, I have ofien
seen it changed fn character, that is, losr
its purnlent form,and disappear in twenty-
four hours more. The, discharge changes
from the purulent 'o a thinner, clearer
fluid, and ceases, I say in twenty-four
hours thereafter, simply by using a weak
solution of acet. plumbi., or only tepid
water, as a wash. [ have kept such cares
repeatedly under my eye for & month, and
can declare, that in the proportion of 95
$¢0 100, there was no return of the dis-
charge; yet no remedy bad been em-
loyed after the nitrate. Though in some
Eew cases there is a little pain produced,
yet in by far the greatest number of in-
stances, uo pain is experienced from the
introdnetien and most fr-e application of
the caustic. It is painful, it 18 true, when
jt touches sores on the labia, or more iu-
ternal parts, but that smarting soon goes
off, or, at all events, an anodyne instantly
pelieves it. In the greater number of
cases it produces mo phlogosia of the
rts with which it comes in contact; but
in some (say 'n one case in twenty) it
does irritate to a degree that proves pain-
ful for a few hours, but never, in any one
instance, have I seen the pain comiinue
longer than a few hours, I have never
seen bubo induced by it. I have used it
in patients in every month of pregnancy
with the best effects, and never saw abor-
tion produced. I know, by as careful
gxamination a8 I could make, that it does
not suppress the catamenia: in short, I
fcatlaﬁgy give it out as an infallible and
safe remedy for this disease, without any
ona drawback but the vain fears of per-
sons of no experience, or of such as are
getermined to oppose it. I have now
gmployed it in above 300 cases with un-
varying success, and shall continue to
pee it,

I am the more particalar in the notice
of the above groundless evils and vain
fears, siuce [ have heard them repeatedly
atated as likely to be overwhelming ob-
jections against the practice—~but only by
persons, 1 must say, who have never seen
the method practised. [ kpow, on the
most ample experignce, that thess uhﬁm-
gions sge without any foundation what-
£vgr. L am at all times very unwilliog to
gomge forward with my remarks before the
public, but I have no alternative ; I must
mow speak out for inyself, as T understand
the treatmeut has been freely canvassed in
sha Glasgow Medical Society, where the
jaexparienced, on the strength of some
Sight oF ien cases, atiempted Lo demolish
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tha careful obserrations (condweted before
persons of competent judgmant, and whose
certificales are appended) of several yoars,
and on hundreds of cases. 1 had the
hooour of introducing the practice into
the Duhlin Lock Hospital in Angust Inst,
and [ hope we shall be favoured with =
report from that extensive and well-con~
ducted institution. | may add, that in
about six cases omly, out of more than
three hundred, the vaginal discharge has
eontinued after repeated npgimtinnl: in
all of these I found, by the uee of the
speculum vazinz, that was ulcera-
tion of the lining membrane of the vazina,
and that the case was not gonortheea.

The application of the nirrate was not
tequired mere than once in 280 of the
300 cases. I may also add, thatin two
obstinate cases, I found the disease to be
kept up from wreidral discharge, whilst
St b i viginia bal tosme. Y fhim
applied the nitrate to the urethra, and a
cure was accomplished in both instances,
—in one by a single introduction of the
pencil, and in the other it required to be
once repeated, at an interval of four days.

So far from the catamenia being sup-
pressed by it, I have known more in-
stances than one of the catamenia flowing
for the first time after a long cbstruction,
on the use of the nitrate. I am so con-
scions of the benefit and complete snc-
cess of the romedy in question, that I
commit it to the profession, to whom I
should not venture to make statements so
confidently, unless I believed myself
standing un pretty sure grounds.

I shall conclude by describing my me-
thod of using it. 1 introduce a stick of
nitrate of silver into a quill, and tie a
thread firmly round the lower part of the
quill 1o fusten the caustic, which I leave
projecting beyond the quill about half
an inch. [ generally smear the quill
with a little lard, and introduce the
oiras argenti up to the os tinee, or
as far as il can be made to ascend in the
vagina, I then deliberately and slowly
wiﬂtdmwit,mmingitrmmdymn to brin
it in as extensive contact as possible wi
the lining membrane of the wagina, I
may add, that by accident, the nitrate of
silver has more than once broken in the
vagina, and could mot he found. It
caused me much alarm and anxiety at
first, but after the following case 1 was
not 3o affected ; and though I would care-
fully nrni? it, I now regard the-ovear-
rence as of very litde » T

The late Mr. Johnmﬂigmehwtann, WhD
acted s mvy assistant in the hospital, ogme



im ‘beeathienss haats, and in the utmost
state of alarm, to call me to his assixtance
10-extract & piece of nitrate of silver from
the vagina of a wotnan, who having pre-
'riuulT]!:’hun in the hoapital, and cntts by
the use of the rvmedy in qua-tion, came
1o-Mr. H. to have it ugain applied. On
repairing to the house, we searched in
vora for the cavsiic, but had abundant
fa that it bad dissolved in the vagioa.
he quantity he asserted 10 be above two
drachms. suffered little or no pain,
and a cure was stmaightway ac-
cowplished —Medical Gazeito.
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