ON RETROVERSION OF THE UTERUS, AND
I'ts TREATMENT BY INFLATION.
Dy CHARLES HALPIN, .1, Cavan.

Tazg Number of Tar Lawesr for July 265th contalns o con-
tinuation of the waluable series of “ Illustrations of Tnflam-
mation and Uleeration of the ierine Neecl,” by D . H.
Bennet. The case described in the following statement is one
of excesdingly great interest in & practical point of view,
The case is headed, © Ulearation of the cerviz uterl o couse of
aboriion; and forther, it is deseribed ag v Tleeration existing

revious to impregnation; retroversion of the utervs oconrring
nring trestment, withood any appreciable cansse: flooding
simulating menstruation; abortion.” )

I shall not emnter into the question of impregnation talang
plaee during the existence of an uleer on the cervix uter,
further than lo observe, that we have no evidenee before ng
in this ciage to show that the cerviz nteri wasin a siate of nleera-
tion coincident with the period at which impregnation ook
place; for it appears, from the dates, that this patient had con-
calved twomonths prior te her first application to Dr. Beonef,
when he discovered the uleerated state of the part; and again,
I do not thinlk we ave warranted in giviog our assent to the
propozition laid dewn by Dr. Benmet, that in this case the
*nlearation was a cause of the aboriion,” for we Gnd that it
was complicated with retroversion of the uterus, unreduced, or,
sccording to Dr, Beanet, “irreducible” and we know that
abortion ia the almest inevitable conseqaence of this mal-
position of the womb. IHaving made these few remarls, 1
ghall proceed to consider the case as one of retroversion of the
uterns, simply; and my chief object in doing =0 is to point ont
to the attention of Dr. Benmet and the profession o method of
correcting this malposition of the uterus, which suggested itaelf
to me some years ago, and which has sines been found com-
petent by others in the profession to effect this object, after
every other lnown means of reduction had been tried, and
¢ found unavailing—1I mean, inflation of the pelvis,

In December, 1858, I was called into consnltation in & cage
of retroverted nterns, which for a period of seven days resisted
our best directed endeavours to rectify. Inflation of the pelyis
suggesbed itaell to me; we acted on the saggestion, and the
nterns was restored almost mstantancously to its Tormnal posi-
tion. Nor had we the slightest trouble with it atterwards.

I communicated this case to the Obstetrical Bociety of Ire-
land on the 2nd of January, 1540, in a paper which I read
before them, and which was subsequently published in The
Drublin Jowrnal of Medical Setence for :I'Ifl'amhp, 1340, {vol. =xvil.

ape B3.)
3 Thiz method of treating retroversion of the uteros has been
formd equally suceessful in other hands, The accompanying
note I veepived from Dr. Brunker on 20th Oetober, 18845
“ Duncdallk, 18th Qok. 1844,

“Rim,—As T am sare you will he gratified to hear of the
success of the mode of treatment proposed by you, to remedy
a retroverted nterus, I beg to inform you, that I tried inflation
of the vagina in o patient in the County of Louth Infirmary a
few days ago, whosze ense was a very urgent one, and 1 am
happy to say, with almoest immediate suceess, and relief of all
the urpent symptoms—though all the usnal manceuvres to
rectify the uterus were diligently made uze of previgusly, but
with no avail, I certainly should not hesitate, at once, to in-
flate the vaging in o similar ease, withont having recourse to
any other expedient.—Your obedicnt zervant,

. G, Bauxees, MDD,

“To Dr, Halpin, Cavan.' “Eurgeon to Louth Infirmery.

I believe it is pretty certain that Dr. William Hunter first
aroused the attention of the profession to this affection, in &
paper on the aubject, published in the fifth volume of “Me-
dieal Ohservations and Inguiries:” he termed it retroversion
of the uterns,  Yet, ondovbtedly, it was well known previpns
to the date of the case on which his observations were
founded, This will be seen by the perusal of two cases which
I now guote, from * Smellie’s Treatise of the Theery and Prac-
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tice of Midwifery” Contrary tohis vseal practice, this suthor i
has omitéed appending dates to those cases; but the recond
volume of his work, in which they occur, was published in the

1754, juet scventeen years prior to the appearance of

r. Hunter's paper, which was published in 1771, I had not
seen these cases when 1 compiled my paper on retroversion of |
the uierus. I have copied the greater pavt of them, contain-
ing, as they do, an accurate degseription of the disease, because
I do not find any referenes to them in any work to which I
have access; and as I believe the work ilself, now becoming
pearss, may uob be within reach of a great body of my readers,
T here {ranscribe portions of the cases:—

Volwme IL, Collection X, Number IL, Ouses 1 & 8—Being
called to a woman, who, in her first child, had a total obstroe-
tion of urine aboot the end of ithe fourth monih, T found hey
in great pain from o distention of the bladder,—for the sup.
pression had continued full thirty houwrs—and immedi.n.t.aﬂ:
%M& her anse, by drawing off the wrine with the catheter,

for several dayas she made water bt with some difficalty, and
but o very little at o time; and when I examined, I fonod the
uterns lower down than wsual, Next morning, T found her in
the same condition. [ examined the state of the wlerus, and
found it forced still lower by the pressare of the overcharged
bladder; indeed, so low, that I could feel the length of the
neck, and the stretehing of the fundus, which seemed to fill
up the whole pelvis. I likewize examined the rectum; when,
finding it press stronmply against the sacram, as well as the
pubes. . . . .When I pressed my finger against the os
uberd, #0 89 to raize it ap, gome urine was discharged; bul this
being in small guantity, I was fain to have recourse to the |
eatheter, The breatment consisted in * drawing off the water
with the catheter omee io twenty-four hours, which he was
obliged to do for oleven days, before she eould pass it the

naturel woy;” bleeding, purgative plysters, with cupping and
bathing; by which ineans her complamnts abated, and then
she went on to her full time. At her next pregpnancy, she
began fo be tronbled with this suppression aboot the same
time; but by bleoding, and keeping body open, it was pre-
vented from beecoming total.

Two other patients were troubled with the same complaint
ghout the game period of gestation, which continued fourteen
days, and was overcome by the same method—onamely, by
repeated bloodings and glysters, together with the assistance
of the catheter,

In Cuse 2, he stafes—1 was lately ealled to 4 woman in the
fifth month, and felt the fondus wteri forced down baclowards
to the lower part of the vagina, the oz uterl being forward,
and abave the inside of the left groin. The neck and nnder
part of the bladder were so preszed, that the patient had not
urined for geveral days: the vesien was stredehed up to the
serobiculus cordis, and a fluctuation was felt as in ascites.
The male catheter was nzed, because the other was too shovt,
and emptied a great lﬁi:mtit.}* of vrine, so that the distention

of the abdomen considerably diminished.

Next day, after the same operation, she miscarried; conse- |

qaently, the obstruction was removed,
Cavan, Augist 4, 1046,






