WOUND OF TIIE VAGINA,

CASE AT THE WAR-OFFICE.

We are indebted to Mr. Hawcock for the particulars of the
following case, which has attracted so mueh public attention ;—

M. A, TL—— aged four yeats and a quarter, wag admitted info
the Charing-cross Hospital, under the cave of Mr. Haocock, an
the 28rd of December, 1852, with a wound in the vaging, said to
be received whilst engagped in a call of natare over a grating of
an ares at the Horse Guards,

Mr. Adkins, the honse-surgeon, attended to her, and found =
wound in front of the vagina, about half an ineh long, sitmated
immediately within the fonvehette, and into which he conld in-
trodoce & probe for about balf an ivch in the direction of the
rectum.  There was profuse bleeding of arterial-colovred hlood.
Thae lubia were uninjured; neither conld any hroising be dis-
covercd on the thighs, or elsewhere, at this time. Pledpots of
lint were introduced, and a compress spplied and retained over
the front of the vagina, by means of a bandage kept constantly
wet by cold lotion; netwithstanding which, the bleeding con-
itnned to a slight extent for nearly two hours,

Those whoe brought the child to the hospital were unable fo
give any information as to how the wound ocenrred.

The child wus pretty well the next day; but as she bad nat
micturated sinee her admission, Mr. Adking removed a portion
of the dressing opposite the orifice of the urethra, which enabled
ber to do so withouot further diffioulty.

I saw the child on the 25th., She was then going on very well
Upon turning down the bed-clothes, I observed broises on the
inner and outside of the left thigh; and wpon inguiving hiow the
aceldent bad happened, the ehald informed me, that whalst stooping
to make water over an area grating, her leg hiad slipped through,
and something ran inte her.  As she wae not suffering any con-
stitutional disturbance, and as T entirely approved of the trestment
pursaed by Mr. Adking, I directed its continuance.

I again saw the child on the 26th. The dressings bhad been
previously removed, and the wound was so nearly healed as
geareely to leave any trace of its existence; whilst the appearanee
of the parts renerally was healthy and natural.

On 1be 27th, D, Chowne having inquired of me respecting the
child, I asked him to see her with me.  She was then sitting up in
Bed, apparently guite well, Al teaces of the woond had vow dis-
appeared, but the broizes on the thigh still remained. We psked
her how the accident bappened, and she still adhered to her former
statement, saying, that oz she was stooping to make water over
the grating of an avea in the park, her leg slipped through, and
gomething ran into her. She eas then asked by D, Chowne
whether there was any ong neat to her, eithey hefore, behind, or
in any degree elose to her, She eaid, ® Noj T think my leg slipped
through the grating, and something ran into me,”

She remained in the hespital until the 3rd of Janoary, 1853,
wlhen her mother took her aoway.

A faw days afterwards the mother called at the hospital to say
that singe her leaying the institution the ¢hild had saffered feom



ipeontinence of urine, and that she conld not then retain it. She
was directed to brieg the child back to the hospital withont forther
delay. Some dars, however, having elapsed without her doing
so, and my altention having been directed to a statement which
ghe had made a day or two previously at the Bow-street Police-
office, thar the ehild still suffered from inconfinence of urine, and
was probably injured for life, T deerned it my daty to visit the
child at ber own home, particulatly as the ¢hild did not show any
signs of thiz malady whilst in the hospital. T accordingly went,
on Monday, the 17th of January, in company with Mr. Adking,
to Old Pye-sirveet, Westminster. We found the ehild in perfect
health, playing about the room; and upon examining her, and
questioning the mother, ascertained that the incontivence of nrine
did not then exist; and, from the appearanee of paves, I feal very
confident that it never 4id so.





