ON A CASE CF
WOUND OF THE VAGINA, WITH SEVERE
HEMORRHAGE.
By ROBERT FOWLEER, M.D. Enry.

Ox the morning of Feb, 23rd, 1854, a medical man in the
neighbourhood called to speak to me respecting a case he lLad
been attending since ten o'clock the night previous, He had
gent the friends of the patient to the r&evmg officer to obtain
an grider for my attendance, bnt expressed a wish that T would
go with him immediately, 2z the woman was in great danger,
on acvount of profuse hemorrhage from (what he supposed) a
wound of the rectum. I direetly (halfipast ten A3} aecom-

anied him, and found the woman &r%ecﬂ]' blanched from:
oag of bload ; the lips wrere quite pallid, the whele surface of
body completely cold; pupils dilated; no pulse ab the widst
bart the brachials beat feebly. It was with diffienliy she cuﬂ{i
be roused from her lethaorgy, and when she spoke it was in a
gearcely andible whizper. The blecding had then ceased. On
separaling the buttocks, I could defecth no external wound g
and on examining the reciom digitally, the ﬁng&r on with~
drawal was guite %me from any stain of blood, The source of
the bemorchage was therefore still undizcovered. On sepa-
rating the labia, I soon found that I-was on the track of the
wound, for the mucous membrane of the wulva, which wasz
completely blanched, was guite moist with blood, which
adhered in dried <lots $o the capillary appendices exterior.
On zearching further internally, my finger removed a small
elot, and out gushed a darl-eclomved stream (not in jebs) of
blood about the sise of a crow-quill, FPressure by the finger
immediately stopped if, and on examining as carefully as I
eould, I peresived that the stream came from 2 j d wonnd
about the size of 2 mixpence, at the junction of the superior
and right lateral walls of the vaginas, to the right, and just
above the level, of the meatns arinatins. A gradusted comi-
press of ling dipped in cold water was now applied, and kept in
the wagina by two towels wzed az o T bandage, Sulphuric
acid, twenty-five minims in water, every three homs; brandy,
half an ounece, in cold water, every hour; all liguids to be
given quite cold; hob bottles Lo the feet.

I now learnt that at nine o’clock the night previons, whilsk
at her brother's, in Lambeth-hill, Doctor’z-commons, zhe had
oceasion to po to the ont-door privy, and, in the act of sitting
down, she came with full force on the upright wooden handle
thaving a blunted point) of the cover, which happened to be
o, Without mentioning it to her brother, she walked moro
than a mile to her mother's house, in thiz parizh. Bleeding
continued from the lower part of her person the whole way,
canging her to feel very faint, and compelling her to lesn
frequently acaingt ihe walle of the honzses,  On her arrival, hex
whole under gartaents weve completely saturated with blood,

The medical man, a6 a quarter-past ten P, found her in a
cﬂmﬁete state of collapse; no pulse either at the radials o
hr indls, He ordered hot bottles to her feelb, and gave her
hot brandy and water,  She was extromely restless the whole
night, the blood streaming from her whenever she gob oul of
bed {which she would do) to pass urine.

23rd.—0One 7o.: No bleeding; pulse just perceptible b
wrislh, —Five P Surface of hody warmer, and gays she feels
batter, Stomach rejects all fuids, which were direeted to be
given in very small guantities.—Nine P.25L: BHadial pulse
strongery body warmer; sicknesz better. Catheter drew of
fix onnees of clear urine. On readjusting plugs, slizht bleeding
ooenrred,  Hlastic catheter kept in bladdes.

24th, —Fleven 4.0 : Better; body warmer: sickness
ahated; tomgwe very foul; pulse 120, stromger. TUrine
dribililed away all night, causing her great pain from sonlsing:
the lint. Ten moan: Voiee stromper. Discontinaed elastic
ﬂla.thel'r;{:r, degiving her to retain urine.  Wound has a superficial
slough,

2ith.—Fore cleaning, and inclined to granulate, Tnable
to hold nrine.

From this date she continned to improve, the sore healing
nicely imder a dressing of dry lint only, its progress heing no
doubt elightly m‘tardeﬁ by the irritating confact of the urine,
which for some days she was unable to retain during the shord
intervals bebween my visita, Blight rigors coeurred on the 1§
of March, but subsided after & calomel and jalap purgas, followed
by saline mixture.

March Sth.—Woumnd guite healed. Complaing of ansmic
headache, Take one grain of galphate of ivon in one ounce of
water, three times a day.

23rd, -1 ac¢idenily met her, and she told me that she had
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had a small ahscess on the labinm, externally, which was now
well, Bhe complained of frequent desire to make water, with
pain on doing o, and inability to retain the urine long. She
had also a beari:n? down pain, but no prolapsus aterd, I had
no opportunity of examining the condition of the vagina, as to
whether there was any prolapse of itz walls, or hernial
tumonr, or uterine prolapse, in 1t cavity,

I have brought thiz case forward on account of the rarity of
the enrions aceident which was =0 nearly proving fatal; and
also as an instanee of the wonderful rallying powers of Nature
after severe losses of blood. The souree of the hemorrhage
must either have been from the extreme end of the pudic vein
itaelf; which, in the position of the woeund, might possibly be
injored by a forge compressing it against the pubic arch; o if
not from 1t, from one of the many veins which strround the
vagina in & plexiform mamner, previous to terminating in the
branches of the internal ilias.
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