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FROLAPSE OF THE UTERUBS.
By Joux BasserT, Esg., Birmingham.

[ Bead before the Rirminglux and Midland Countiss Branch,
February 124k, 18517

I rnopose to relate to the Sosiety to-wight the particulars of
four cases of prolapse of the womb, snd subsequently to maks
somé genersl remarks upon the conses pnd treatment of this
displocesment,

Case 1. A. I, single. oped 28, a housemnaid, consultad me
in April 1854, for a bearing dewn, which she stated had heen
troubling her for some monthe, and was groduslly gelding
worse.  She attributed it to feequent runoing up end down
staira, On examinalion, I found the womb protroding through
the os exteronm ; it presented a Leight pink apperines, and was

. about the size amd shape of o pear. Theére was no hest,
abrasion, or discharge. Her goneral health was not particularly
digordered, bat she did not cownsider lierself strong.  Best and
an astringent injection wore ordered: and in & few davs o
peszary was applied. This not proving sufficiently §avee, an.
cther wos substituted.  Complete rolief followed, so that she
was enabled to vesume her occupation. I saw her on severol
aceasions subsequently, and ones o twice vemoved the instru.
ment to clean ic. At the end of iwo years she wes 5o for regg-
vepid s o be pble to dispense with the use of the instru.
weant.

Cask 0 Mrs. (5, conzulted me in Augnat 18063, for o bearing
down. Her history wos that she was twenty-sight yeere of ame:
that she hiod Leen married fonr yests, and wos the mother of
two children, the voungest of whom wps thees months old
She had never been o particularly strong woman, but singe her
Iast copfinement hiad been gquite unable to walk phout. She
suffered from a bearing down after her ficst confinement, but
ngl o & serions exient, When she consulted me, she com.
plained of luomber and hypogestric peing, with so.mash weight
and bearing down, as entively tn prevent her from walking.
Bhe had a foreed tongae, impeired appetite, increased hept of
skin, an aceclersted pulse, scanty, hizh.coloured urine, and g
costive state of the bowels. On examination, I fonnd the va-
gina hot and swollen, the uterus enlarged and low down, amd
the pessage mnistened with & copinus mucous disehavge: o
lurze fissure existed in the perinenm, which resulted from
lnceration in her first confinement.  The examinstion did not
give mach pein. T prescvilad vest in tho recumbent posture, o
lesd and poppy injection, & ssline aperient mixture, and o fa-
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rinaceons diet, Tn g woek some improvement in the symptoma
haul taken place : the pain, heat, and dischocge, bod diminished,
The medicines were ordered to be continued, the dist improved,
end an alum injection substituted in lion of the lead and poppy.
At the end of the month, the uterus had decreased in size, and
the viging contracted, 8o that T wis enobled to spply & pessoy.
The first T used was too small; ihe second produeed ieritation ;
&0 that T deemed it advisable to return to the former teentment,
After o time, the symptoms of rvitation agein subsiled, pod &
peszary was anplied, which gave grest relief.

This patient continued nnder abservation undil 13 middle of
Imst. summer, move than three years, and wore 2 pessary
during ke whele time ; and slthough the nterms hnd veghined
its metursl size, and the vagine beeome moeh contraeted, T
eould not persuade ler to loave it off, 1 removed the instro.
ment every three months end substitnted onother, allowing an
interval of o fow days between the removal sod substituzion,

Case qer, Mres, W, whilst I was in attendanes wpon hee
danghter, consulted me for a bearing dowe from which she hed
suffered during the last ten years,  Thers is nothing remork.
able about her history ; at present she iz in good health. On
examibion. a simple prolapse was detected; 8 pessary was
adjusted, arad eomiplete relief followed.

Cast: v, Mrs, B, whom T attended in her second confing-
ment 1o Jaly 1a5h, eonsulted me in the Qetober following for a
beaving down, attended with profuse discharge. Her history
was that she hal net felt well simee her confinement, which
wan in every respect & oaturol one.  Recently she had hod so
mugh painin tha back and o feeling of beqring down, it she
had been nnable to wilk whout, The dischorma had besn con.
siderahle for the previous three weeks, sha felt herself very
wiak, and had not much appetite,  On examination, prolapse
of the womb wis detected.  She was ordered to keep in the ve-
cumbent posture, to take s tonie mizturn, and o use an slum
injection. In a forloight the dischorre had so far ceased as ta
permit of 5 pessary being applied, which gave complete relicf,
and did not produce any frritation or incomvenience. At the
end of three months I advised its removal. In proseeding to
do this, I found the vaging so mneh contraeted that it waa not
without some teouble that I effactad the extraction of the in-
strwnnent, She baz mot since suffered from poy symptoms of
prolapse.

Revanks, I have not rolated thesze cases hecausa thoere is
soything pecalior ahout them, but for the opposite resson,
bacause I believe them to be well marked examples of & com-
wioe anfirmty ; nnd did T not feel conseions thet we sometimes,
in our snaiety to impeove the art we practise, anderrate the -
poriance of ¢omunmon diseasez and easy remedies, I should pot
hove nppeared here & eontributor ta night. I do not intend, on
the present cocnsion, to eite the opinicns of o nember of
anthora on the proximate and remote cawses of prolapse of the
womb, as viewed in their anatomical snd physielogical relations,
bt shall prefer, by o brief analysis of the enses to trace out
the censes. The fivst ease selecled was one of simple prolapse
in a single wonen, s bousemaid, constantly rmunning up ood
down stars, The foree from ahove the womb heing greater
than the resistanes from below, it descended, or was dislocated,
g0 to speak, from its axis. 1n the serond ense the uteris bed
lost its perineal snpport, in cobseqience of proper cave noet
being exercized nfter her sceond confinement, it deseended
whilst still enlavwed, became a soures of irvitation; it requirad
four montke of eatment Lo sedies its volume, oad vetaen it to
its natwend position.  The thied caze is one of simple prolapse
of long standing: it has been welated to show the great ralied
afforded Ty an secueately adjusted pessary, The fonrth case is
ot of considerable interest. ond oreat proetical importence.
The facts are brief = prolapse sson afler confinoment from over
exertion whilst the parts concerned in ehild bearing wers i o
refwsinl and weskenead condition ; the means employed were a0
efficarions tlhat the ense wis eured u threa months.

It is o well gonceived idos which teaclhes that the uterus is
suspendid or equipoised at the apises of fwo trinngles, the basss
of which are ihe dinpliragm above snd the perinsum below,
and thet it §: retined in its position leas by the power of its
Tigminennts than by the general swpport it reeeives from abova
and below, teorn before and bchind,  The loss of this balanes
of aupport, whether from pressure above, or frem injury and
wenkness below, 38 the proximote conse of the displaceneent
undar consideration.  The hastory of the cases related affunls
uneqiiivecal evidency of (he valne of the pessary os an instro-

moent in the treatment of thia affection ; it s Lo this part of the |

subject that I wonld pacticolerly invilo thio attention of the

sneiety to-night, by asking the nasociates prosent what iz their
experience of the value of the pessary? In what cases is its
use indioated *  Wlen ought it not to be applied? What kind
of instrument is the best?  Have any unpleasant consequenecs
follgwed its mse * The instroment T used in the vases velated
was the circalar ring pessory, compased ol eotton or spoge,
wrapped and costed with cacutehone; ic is dwenble and clean.
and, when warm, yiclding.  The fact upon which its suecesaful
employment seems principally to depend is it being covefully
edapted to the eapaeity of the vagina., In conclusion T have to
remark that I night heve related & greater number of vases, as
well as bave told of the inatances in which the pessary fails to
afford welief; this woold hove vendered onalysis a.:!.:l ariticizm
more difficult. Ihave preferved, on the present oceasion, to deal
with simple easis, as being those which are most benefitad by
Leentien .





