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Gppriewed,—The disease which T am about to bring before
your notice to-day iz one in which I have been mueh interested |
for avme years past, and inasmech as it oceasionally involves
life, and iz always more or less serious in it nature, iz one also
of great imporbance. 16 is pelvie abeeecss,  There is no disense
demanding a more correch diagnoais than some forms of chronic
abscess,  1f matter is fully and abandantly formed, there i3 no
diffienlty in defermining the nature of the disease; bub if the
abeeess iz mot so far advanced, and there is only a thickened
mass of lyvmph forming an obzeure nndefined famoar, the diffi-
oulty of disgnosia is often conaiderable. In whatever part of
the body it may coour, this dissase is remarkably chavacteriziie
of a low state of the system, This fact iz elearly proved by
the numbers of wretched, debilitated women, mothers of Jarge
families, and deprived of the lnxuries snd many of the neces-
sities of life, who are ever hovering around our hospitals, ready
to be admitted for chronic abscess, These are cases which de-
mand much rveflection, and which, when detected, require the
sdoption of a very positive principle of trestment. My atbon-
tion wes directed to s case of this kind in the hospital this very
day. The patient was a young woman, with 2 pallid conn-
tenance, and an sttenunated frame, who had mareied at nine-
teen, znd was now at twenty-five the mother of dve children,
Her husband is o shoemalier, or probably mender, and he earns
10a a wesk. Bhe has a swelling in the calf of the right leg,
which iz without doubt a chronie sbscess; no floid can at pre-
sent be detected in if, bub the abscess is passing through that
solid stape which precedss the formstion of matber. IF this
woman's health is raised, if her shrexgth is increpsed, and more
sz wite given, matber will be formad ; buat if not, she will pro-
bably die, for she is seriously ill. I cannob call to mind one
caze of chronic abzeess wiich could nof be traced to some da-
bilitating cause, Those who have the opportunity of witnessing
lazeely, cases of low fever, frequently see patients who, on their
recovery from fever, ara attacked with numerous chronie ab-
feegses n varions parts of the body. Iere the fever 1a the pre-
monibory sign; the predisposing cause, debilify. Natwre has
endowed men with cevtain physical abbributes, which enable
bim to contend against extremes, to respire the air whether of
the tropics or of the peles. 8o alzo in respect of food ; whether
in the state of the highest plenitude or the lowesb deprivation,
he can exist in comparative health ; bob to this endorance there
it & limit, and when he sinkas below a certain level, dissase in-
vades hiz frame, and attacks him very frequently vnder the
form of chronic abacess, There are certain loealities in which
chronie nbscesses ara more prone to Jorm than in others, and
omne of these 19 the loose cellular fissue aboud thc}'.-evj.toheum,

I zave a lecturs bast vear on large collechions of matter in the
asbdominal ;:s:l'.rict.nz-s1 and clozely allied to thess are pelvie
abzoesees, The origin and progress of this disease may be de-
beoted by eaveful obssrvation, and if it be nob detected ib will
afien terminate fatally. The knowledge of it is chiefly con-
Roed to physician and surgeon accouchevrs, sz they are the
Persons who most frequently meet with it, Surgeons not
eugaged in obstetrie practice are, in genersl, T think, not very
famiiisr with it. If vou reflect oa the snatomy of the resion
in which this disease sccurs, you will call to mind without
difficulty the relations of the varicns organs that oceupy the
pelvic cavity—ovie., the bladder, uterus, and rectum. It iz in
the cellular tizsee in all this region below the peritonenm, and
sarrounding the organs just mentioned, that pelvie abscess
oteura It is nshered in with rvigors: the pain, as the diseaze
advances, 1s inkense; the impairment of the general health iz
greab.  The tumour may poinb either into the bladder, the
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rectum, or the vagina, If it peint inte the bladder, it must ba
allowed to burst of itself, for it admits of no relief from sorgery ;
if inte the rectum or vagivs, it is amenabkle to operatien.
HBome years age, 1 was sent for tv go down inte a distant
county, to see a lady who had been sulforing from some severe
gymptoms connected with the pelvie cavity. Trevious to this
time I had read some remarks of Dr. Locoelt’s on pelvic ahecess,
but I had not had muoeh practcal expericnce cg the disezse.
My paticnt bad had severs pain in the lower part of the pelvis,
aceompanied with rigors. This conbinoed for many months,
and at length a large abacess burst into the rectum. It con-
tineed to discharge for many weeks, and at length ceased.
Pain then returned, deep seatod in the lower part of the pelviz
and extending ap into the anterior wall of the sbdamen. In
two months it burast again at the wmbilicns, and continued to
discharge for two months.  EL was 2t this period of the dizease
that I saw it. I diagnosed pelvic ahacess, formed hetween the
uterns and the rectum, :mg extending np sbove the former
organ and the bladder, behind the recti muoscles, along which it
had left a track of palpable thickening, Finding the patient
in an exhansted state, I advised the most nutritious food, and
suggested bark and wineg to be liberslly administered, and re-
commended pressure to be applied to the abdomen by means of
a helt and cotbon wool and a flannel roller; for prossurve I con-
sider to be a most imperbant sgant of good in the treatment of
this dizease. These agents tended fo the immediate reduetion
of the formation of matter, and she gradually but completely
recoverad.

I have lately had a similar case of great inberest, which 1
will detail to vou briefly. A lady who had advanced six
months in the period of gestation had a small operation per-
formed on her for some glight disease aboub the sphincler ani
by o surgeon. Severs illness followed the operation. I then
snv the lady., She was in a very reduced state as regoarded
her vital powers, and the first effort T made was to heal the
wound in the perinmum, which was az large as a five-ghilling
pieee, extending upwards towards the coceyx, T healed it by
raising her strensth, wine and bark, quinine, &e  Paina
now came on in the pelvis, extending down the conrse of the
left seiatic nerve,  Considering these pains to be due to sey bals,
T anggested 1o her other medical atfendants two drachms of oil
of torpentine a3 an enema, and small doser of rhobarh and
aloes, and in a weclk great quantities of seybala eame away.
Ho far, this was satisfactory, but yeb there wag no remission of
the pain, which now seemed to be localized behind the right
geiatic merve, The canse of thiz szeemed doubifol, bot =
repetition of the former treatment was agein followed by the
evarnation of a large guantity of Bu}rhafa, bt there was no
relief to the pain, which vow beoame so infense, that 300 drops
of Battlev's solution talen in the twenty-four houwrs had but
little effect in mitigating it.  The physician who was attending
the case now thonght he detected a litfle projection betwoen
the vagina and the bone on the right side, and anneunced the
presence of pelvic abscess.  This opinion was confirmed by a
mosh eminent anthority in dizeases of this natare, who said it
appeared to him ag if there existed a Iayer of flnid bhetween the
vagina and the bowe, but deeply placed. and thonght it
beneath the pelvic fagsoia.  Ten days after thas, 1 saw the lady
again, and pow matter had evidenily gravitated downwards,
and was pressing palpably on the right side of the rectnm,
The general pain sbout the interior 1'.|ig the pelvis was very dis-
tressing to witness, I now debermined, with the concurrence
af the gentlemen on whom the responaibility of the case de-
wvolved, on punctaring the abscess throngh the rectum, and T
selected this in preference to the vagina, through the ceata of
which the presence of matter was equally palpable, firet,
becanse the arteries ave smaller in this sitnation; secondly,
beeanze the tumonr was rather wmore prominent in this direc-
tion ; and thirdly, becanse, ns the lady was preguant, it wasz of
the highest importance to preserve the vaging intact. Having
punctured the nbesess by means of a long tracar, I drew off ten
ouneces of healthy matter. The next day the patient appeared
relieved, and got sleep, but the day following the pains re-
turned as seversly as before the puncture,  Thiz T was the less
surprised at, remembering the case of a man in the hospital
who had iliae abscess, extending down intoe the thigh, which I
punetured, and got away three pinta of matter; and in thisz
cage the pus subzseguently tool a backward course thyough the
gn'ea’c saero-seiatic noteh, and Isuspected that the matter might

e taling the same conrse in the present instance, On my
seeond interview, thevefore, with my paticnt, [ thought I de-
tected Auid at a point over the seiatic werve where pain was
felt, A fortnight passed without developing any evidenee con-
clusive of the presence of matter, and then I felf certain that
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matter waa collecting pretty largely at this epot. T therefore,
with the concurrence of the lady's medieal attendants, made
ax incision an inch and & half long through the integuments
and fat, and then punctured with & grooved necdle, and passing
my finger into the wound, I tore thmu%h the deeper stroctures,
in order to avold wounding any branches of the glatesl artery.
Thiz was followed by the evaenation of fifteen ounces of most
fetid matter. The pain now greably subsided, The necessity
of maintaining her strength was obvious, and she was ordered
one ounce of hrandy every two or three hours during the fivsk
night, with half ounce doses of fineture of bark to be adminis-
tered occasionally. I deemad her to he now safe from relapao,
though greatly reduced by her past snfferings, which have besn
unuanally severs; bot T was mistalen, A few daye intermis.
sion were followed by suffering more acute than ever, and it
waz obvious that matter in guantity was yet retained within
ths cavity of the pelvis, The wound in the ischiatic region,
swhich had entirely healed, again burst open, and many ounces
of more or 1ess foetid matter escaped every third or fonrth day,
bt atill without relief, It now became necessery o consider
the expediency of making a more dependent opening, and with
the coneurrent opinion of Sir Benjomin Brodie, I made a free
incizion on the left side of the orifice of the anus, and cot down
into the cavity of the abscess, from which some ounces of matter
escaped,

Three successful attempts had now been made to afford relief
to this suffering lady, but without suecesa.  The pamn remitted

in a degree for a day or two, and returned with equal violence |
in spite of our most vigorous efforts to mibigate ik, and she !
gank exhausted within o forinight of the last operation.






