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LARGE SUBMUCOUS FIBROID OF THE
UTERUS EEMOVED BY ENUCLEATION
AND TORSBION,

Br JOHN SCOTT, F.R.C.8,

ATRGEON T0 THE HOAPITLL FOE WOMEN, S0HOD.

Freroio tumours of the uterus and their treatment is a
subject of so great interest that no apology is needed for
sending the following ease for publication, as illustrating
the facility and safely with which even large tumours may

be removed.

O.H . married, aged ffty.six years, a stouf, flabby,
anwmic wornen, was admitted into the Hoapital for Women
on July &th, 1573, complaining of &gnnernl weakneass,
menorrhagia, and pains in the back and the leff inguinal
region. She has been married twenty-one years; has had
one child twenty years since, and has enjoyed good health
until the last two years, from which time the eatamenia,
formerly regular and natural, bave becomes more freguent
and excessive. At thiz date also pains in the back and
groin commenced. From this time she became gradually
weonkor throngh loss of bloed, and exhansted by the con-
gtant pain. Tongue furred; bowels constipated., Owing
to the excessive depoeit of fat in the abdominal wall, nothing
eould be felb distinctly by the hand on the abdomen. On
expmination per vaginam, a larpe, smooth, and consistent
tomour was found filling the upper portion of the vagina,
go that the oz could not be felt.  On introducing the hand,
under chloroform, the mass was found to epring from the
edge of the anterior labinm uterl, bulging mto and filling
the cavity of the nterus, and extending upwards to the
fondua, being attached in its entire breadth to the anberior
wall, The posterior segment of the om wasz felt with zome
difficulty bigh up in the hollow of thesacrum. The uterine
sound wag passed four inches.

A5 the removal of the tumour in its then condition, im-
bedded as it was in uterine tissue, seemed impossible, I
decided on making a fres incision throngh it investing
membrane, with the hope that it might eventuslly be ex-
troded by the natural afforts of tha nterna.

_ Jduly 19th.—I accordingly made, to-day, an incizicn enm
inch and a half long and balf an ineh deep. 'T'his was
followed by rather free bleeding, which was easily checked
h}f PIU-KE of matico. A dmught of q_uiniue and iron and
fifteen minime of the finid extract of ergot three times a day
wore ordered. During the nest few weeks she suffered
occasionally from considerable constitutional disturbanes,
with a rather free, yellow, and at times offensive diacharge.

24th.—A subsutaneons injection of thres grains of ergotine
was nped this morning ; within a few minntes severs dragging
paine in the hypogastrium and left ingninal region came
on, and econtinued the greater part of the day. In the
ﬂveniu]g' the point of injection in the upper arm had become
painfuol, and inflamed to the extent of a five.shilling-piece.
Thiz eondition of the arm, with some febrile disturbance,
contioued up to the 29th.

ﬂ.ug. 6th.—This morning two grains of ergotine were in-
jeoted, 'This was followed by the same train of sympltoms
ag before, but in a lesg degree.

9h,—T made a further incision above and below the
former one to-day; alight bleeding followed. From this
date to Sept. Srd she continted the erpot—moszily the fresh
infusion—with occasional intermissions, The catamenia
came on during this period, lasting only five days, and no
excessive,

27th —No material change having token place in the
position of the tumonr, I introduced my finger through the
incision, and easily separated it from its connecting tissue
ag far ag I conld reach. Considerabls blesding f{%lﬂwﬂd.
Ag the attachments were so easily broken down, I decided
on enucleating it by the hand ag far as possible, and then
to separate it by the derasenr.

Sept. Srd.—The patient being brought under chloreform
by the house-physician, Dr. Gaivdner, I introduneed my
hand inbo the vagina, and encceeded in passing it guite
round the tumour, breaking through ita attachments up to
the fundue. In doing thia I fouand that the adhesions, pre-
viously broken down on Auvgust 27th, had reformed, and
bled freecly. The tumonr being now free, except at the
fundus, I passed the wire loop of the écraseur up to that
point ; but as socon as any strain was made upon the wirs
it elipped down, In epite of every effort of my fingera and
a directer, so that it would necessarily have divided the
tumour obliquely at its upper third. Ae I was mozbdesitons
to remove the tamour entire, it oocurred to me that torsion
would probably break through its remaining attachment to
the fundus as readily as the others had Fiﬁlg}d to my hand.
I secordingly grasped the tumour firmly, and, after a few
turns, found that it was loose in the cavity of the uterus.
Knowing the diffieculty that sometimes attends the removal
of intra-uterine tumoury after theiv separation, I had pre-
viously passed a loop of fine whipcord through itz lower
part, by which, and by a tongue spatula used as & lever, it
wag withdrawn with some slight diffenlty. The bleedin
which followad wasg ¢asily checked by the application o
matico and plugs,

Tha tumcour, which wae ovoid, wag &in. lsng and 4in.
broad, and weighed 11b. Goz. Its surface was percfectly
smooth, and enveloped i ita proper capeule,

During the next ten days thers was a free, offonsive dis-
charge, which gradually ceased under the use of carbolic
acid injactions {1 part to 40). Bubvery little constitutional
disturbance followed. the pulse nevor rising above 90, and
the temperature 101% and thet only on one cccasion,

On the 17th the uterine sound pasgzed only two inches
and a half without psin. Nitrate of ailver was applied to
gome grannlations round the os.

19th.—0On this day she wag discharged.

There are four points of interest, I thinlk, in this cage.

1at. The extent of the attachment of the tumonr to the
aterns—mviz., from os to fundus in its whole length, and to
the anterior half in its entire breadth.

2nd. The facility with which it was énucleated from its
surrounding connective tissue, and the hand passed, under
chloroform, up to the fundus.

drd, The ease with which its separation, after enucleation,
was effected by torsion, and the advantape of that mathed
over divigion by the écraseur, imasmuch az all chance of
including apy portion of uterine tissue in the loop is
avoided.

4th, The rapidity with which fresh adhesions, after par-
tinl separation, are formed, and the advizability therefors
of completing the removal at one operation,
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