MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEWS,

PrevextioN of CoNcEPTIoN.—Dr. Charles
Ambrook, of Boulder, Colorado, writea: T most
cordially thank you for publishing Dr. O. E. Her
rick's artiele entitled, ‘*Abortion and its Leasons.”
It is time that medical men took a8 pew departure
upon this question; we may as well accept and act
upon the fact that abortions will be stopped aa soon
as there is found & safe and legitimats method of
preventing eonceplion.

The sexual appetite in its way is as powerful as
that for food, and as long a8 men are men, and
women are women, that fact will asserl jtself
Women do oot marry eunnchs, and Battey's opera-
tion iz a bar to matrimony. Every person concedes
that oo family is complete without children, but
when they ewarm like ruts and worry their over.
burdened mother to the grave, as every physician
can teslify is & commmon occurrence, therz becomes
apparent the wisdom of the motto, ' 'Fewer childran
and better ones.” A woman to held her hushand
must gratify this sexual appetite, but it does oot
follow that she must become & mother at the will of
her hushand; that function should be voluntarily
excrcised or not at all, hers the peine and perils and
she should be free to decide. Physicians know too
well the bitter heartburning, sealding tears and
domestic trouble that arise from iovoluotary ma-
ternity. We have Leen tooc much in the habit of
pulting the question aside as ene for religion to deal
with, but from the fact that religious people are
as prooe as the infidels to dabble in the abortion
business, we can infer that religion has no effectual
remedy for the evil, If this is true, let us as physi-
clans set ourselves to find one, and In the prevention
of conception I believe it will be found., The stat-
utes of the Uniled States make it a stales prison
offense to send through the United States malls any-
thing for the prevention of conception; so do the stat-
utes of some States forbid disseclion, and punish
ignorance of anatomy.

Involuntary maternity is closely interwoven with.
crime, intemperance, psuperism and domestic dis-
cord. A solulion of that question aod one that
excludes celibacy (see Chas. Fayette Taylor's arli-
cle in the Amétican Jouwrnal of Obstatrics, January,
1882, "Effect on Women of Imperfect Hygiene of
the Sexual Fuonoction,') will ameliorate them
all. Think of a consumptive woman bear-
ing children with the kaowledge that ahe ia cer-
tain to leave them to the care or neglect of strangers ;
what must be her feelings! Involuntary maternity is

the greatest outrage that can be indicted upon a
woman, B3ee the numbers of poor women wit.l:l:“:ir
families and worthless husbands that are in cvery
community; hardly s day passes but a physicians
feclings are appealed to, to preveot their Eurdans
from increasing. -
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I beliave it poaslble to discuss this question from
& natupal stand point, to resson from facts and not
s00oph namby pamby theoriea. Dr, Herrick bas
started. it on the right basis; let it be kept there,

E H., writes as follows on the same subject: Dr,
Herrick's article in last number of the Mews, is &
valnable one and the people as well as the profession
ought to be better informed thao they ars on that
subject. He is mistaken, however, when he says
that "‘injections properly used, are an sbsolute pro-
tection.” All means will fail in some cases. I think
the “‘skin covering,'” worn by the male is almost an
absolute protection. [ have known the “Comstock
Byringe” to fall in at lenst ome case whers it was
use by intelligent and careful pariies, (carbolic
acid being nsed.) I think the '“Molesworth Syringe,”
better than the *‘Comstock,” as it has no ''sponge
attachment.”

It has been proved that, in some women at least,
duoring the “orgasm” there i3 a movement in the

neck of the uterus tending to “draw up" the semen.

within the womb. For this reason, any syringe is
linble to fail, although I have known different kinds

to be used with success for years. Very simple '

means will prevent pregnancy in some womoen,

while with™ others it seems almost Impoassible tg

avold it. i
The editor says '“for a certain time between the
mensirual periods the female is not liable to con-
ceive.” No doubt that is troe of most women but I
have high authority for my belief that t cannot be
relied upon, :






