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DR. EPHRAIM McDOWELL, “FATHER OF OVARIOTOMY“ HIS LIFE
AND HIS WORK.*

By Avwust Scuacuxenr, M. D, Louisville, Ky.

During a visit to Germany in the summer of 1911, T talked
with several Germans about Dr. Ephraim MecDowell, and
grew convinced that neither the man nor his work were as

* Paper read before The Johns Hopklns Hospltal Historleal
Club, December 9, 1912,

thoroughly understood as they deserve to be. This discovery
became my chief reason for investigating Dr. MeDowell's life,
and for my endeavor to prepare & clear presentation of him
and his work.

In the present paper lack of time compels me to present the
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subject in & direct and concise form, foregoing in many
instances defails of circumastances and reasons for reaching
and holding certain cobelusions.

Aceording to the family tradition, the ancestors of Dr.
Ephraim MeDowell emigrated from Scotland to North Ire-
land, during the Protectorate of Cromwell, about the middle
of the seventeenth century.

Ephraim MeDowell, the great-grandfather of Dr. Ephraim
MecDovwell, fought in the English Revolution. At the age of
16 he was one of the Scolch-Irish Presbyterian defenders of
Londonderry, during the troubles in 1688, and aided in re-
sisting the besieging forees of James I in the memorable siege
of 1689. His wife was Margaret Irvine, his first cousin.
With his two sone, John and James, and his deughters Mary
and Margaret, he emigrated to America, landing in Pennsyl-
vanin. It is believed that his wife died in Ireland. The date
of his arrival in Pennsylvania, where he remained several years,
is unknown, poeaibly, a8 thought by some, September 4, 1729,
In Pennsylvania his son John, who was the grandfather of Dr.
Ephraim McDowell, married the thrice-wedded Magdalena
Wood, and it was here that Samuel, the father of Dr. Ephraim
MeDowell, was born, on October 20, 1735, In 1737 Ephraim
MeDowell, his son John, hiz son-in-law, John Greenlee, with
his wife Mary McDowell Greenlee, moved by way of the lower
Shemandoah Valley to what is now Rockbridge County,
Virginia, near the present town of Lexington. They were the
first three settlers in that region.

The great-grandfather of Dr. Ephraim McDowell died at
the age of about 100. He lies buried in Rockbridge County,
Virginia.

Capt. John MeDowell, the father of Samuel McDowell, and
the grandfather of Dr, Ephraim MeDowell, fell in a battle with
the Indiaps on Christmas day, 1743. He left three children,
Samuel, James and Sarah. Samuel, the oldest, born in Penn-
sylvanigz, Qctober 29, 1735, was the father of Dr. Ephraim
McDowell. Two years later John McDowell moved with his
family to Virginia, Samuel, as he grew up, received a good
education for those times, one of his instructors being his
relative, the distinguished Dr. Archibald Alexander. On the
1%7th day of January, 1754, in Rockbridge County, at the age of
18, he was married to Miss Mary MeClung, daughter of John
McCluog end Elizabeth Alexander. Miss MceClung, of Seotch
parentage, wes born in Ireland on Qctober 28, 1735. Samuel
MeDowell and his wife Mary had 11 children born to them.
When twenty years old he fought in the French and Indian'War,
He served under General Washington, and was present st the
battle of Braddock’s defeat. In 1774 he served as captain in
Dunmeore’s War, and in the battle of Point Pleasant was an
aide-de.camp to Gemeral Isaac Shelby, who afterwards became
the first governor of Kentucky, and whose daughter later be-
came the wife of Dr. Ephraim McDowell. Samuel was a
colonel in the war of the Revolution, and with his regiment
served under General Green at the battle of Guilford's Court
House, and throughout Green’s campaign against Cornwallis.

Preceding the Revolution, Samuel MeDowell and Thomas
Lewis represented Augusta County in the Convention of 1775

at Richmond, and protested against government by any
ministry or parliasment in which the people were not repre-
sented. They were delegated to address to George Washington,
Patrick Henry, Benjamin Harrison, and other delegates
from Virginia in the Continental Congress, a letter of thanke
and spproval of their course. Im 1776 Samuel MeDowell was
a member of the Convention held at Williamsburg, Virginia,
which instructed the delegates to the Continental Congress to
declare the colonies free and independent.

He was appointed in 1782 by the Virginia legislature one
of the commissioners to settle land claims in what was then a
portion of Virginia, but afterwards became the state of
Eentucky.

In 1733 he came as & surveyor with his family over the
Wilderness Road, and took up his residence in Fayeite County.
In that year, at Harrodsburg, he, with two others, presided over
the firgt court held in Kentucky, The next yesr he moved
to Mercer County, in which Danville was situated. According
to Collins, he was made president of all the early Eeptucky
conventions, nine in number, including the ome that framed
the Constitution of Eentucky. During his presidency in 1792,
Eentucky was admifted to the Union.

In religion he was & member of the Presbyterian Chureh,
He remained upon the bench until a few years before his death,
and was known as Judge MeDowell, to distingnish him from
one of his sons, Samuel. After a long and useful life, during
which he enjoyed the fullest measure of confidence and esteem
throughout his state, he passed away, September 25, 1817, at
the age of 82, at the residence of his son, Colonel Joseph Me-
Dowell, near Danville, Eentucky.

Dr. Ephraim MeDowell was born November 11, 1971, in
that portion of Augusta County, Virginia, that is now called
Rockbridge County. He is generally referred to as of Scotch-
Irich stock, Correctly speaking, he was born in the colony of
Virginia, under the British flag, of Scofch parentage. Doth
sides of his house were Scotch. They emigrated to America
by the way of,.and after some residence in, Ireland. The
Seotch-Irigh reference in this, as in most other instances where
it is employed, is misleading, and is based upon the residence
in Ireland and not upon any mixture of Scoteh and Irish
blood. He was the ninth of eleven children, and the sixth
son. When about 13 vears of age, he moved from the place
of hig birth to the place of his fuiure activity, Danville,
Eentucky.

He received the best education that those early times and
frontier conditions afforded, which, however, acecording to our
preeent standard, might rightly be termed limited. Worley
and James, who conducted a school at Georgetown, and later
at Bardstown, were among his teachers. He also attended the
Academy at Lexington, Virginia. His subsequent reputation
as an athlete, while at the University of Edinburgh where he
was successfully pitted by his clasz against an Irish profes-
gional in a foot race, lends color to the view that at school he
was fonder of outdoor sports than indoor studies.

Later he studied medicine for two or three years with Dr.
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Alexander Humphreys, of Stauntom, Virginia, who was a
graduate of the University of Edinburgh.

In 1793 and 1794, McDowell attended the University of
Edinburgh. It is believed that while there he gave especial
attention to anatomy and surgery. Apparently dissatisfied
with the surgical lectures, or at leaat fecling a desire for more
ingtruction in thig line of work, he became 8 member of the
private class of John Bell, who, in addition to being an able
gurgeon, wae a elear and forceful teacher, and a8 man of charm-
ing personality. It is generally thought that from Bell’s in-
fluence, together with his lueid lectures upon the diseases of the
ovary and his statement that some day surgery would relieve
those euffering from ovarian troubles, the seed sprung from
which developed the operation of ovariotomy.

Indications justify the belief that he left Edinburgh without
his degree, although some of his relatives claim that he secured
it. He returned from there in 1795 and began the practice of
medicine at his home in Danville where he remained until his
death.

In 1817 the Medical Society of Philadelphia, the most dis-
tinguished of that time in this country, publicly recognized
McDowell's ability, and in 1825 he received an honorary degree
from the University of Maryland. This appears to be the first
degree that was ever conferred wpon him. Lunsford P. Yan-
dell, 8r., soggoste that this came through Johno P. Davidge,
one of the founders of the University of Maryland, for Davidge
was a friend and contemporary of McDowell at the University
of Edinburgh,

Situated as he was, in a frontier city, favorably known and
extensively connected, and with what was at that time unusual,
. & training in one of the best, if not the very best of the foreign
universities, it iz needless to say that an extensive practice
eovering what was then the entire southwest rapidly sprang up.

Hardly any aneedotes of his childhood or personal recollec-
tions of his manhood are known. He is described as erect and
tall, nearly 6 feet, and inclined to corpulency, with a florid
complexion and lustrous black eyes. He was a ready wit and
fine conversationalist. In an unpretentious way, he was fond
of music; he would sing English and Seoteh songs with comic
effect, accompanying himeelf with his violin upon which he
performed with ordinary ability. He mingled freely with all
clasees of his townspeople, displaying the modesty and sim-
plicity of & great man, He is said not to have used tobacco
_ in any form, and to have been temperate in his habits, He was
neat in person and invariably dressed in black, wearing & silk
stock and ruffled linen.

Ha inclined to surgery; the medieal side of his work he
transferred as much as poseible to his partner, and in his in-
structions to his pupils, he urged them not to rely too much
upon drugs. His foreign training and Scotch origin explain
his preference for Cullen and Sydenham in medicine, and
Burns and Scott in literature. He was no writer; his only
contributions to medical literature are said to be two reports in
the Eeclectic Repertory and Analytical Review upon his ovarian
operations.

At the age of 31, he married Miss Sarah Hart Shelby, who

wag then in her eighteenth year. She was the daughter of
Governor Isaac Shelby, Kentucky’s first governor. Six chil-
dren were born to them, two sons and four daughters. Three
of the children survived him. Through the influence of his
wife, he became 8 member of the Episcopal Church. Beveral
years before his death, he retired to his country home called
Cambuskenneth, located about two miles from Danville, but
did not give up the practice of medicine.

Hig death occurred while still in the full vigor of life. The
illness began suddenly, while he sat in his garden eating straw-
berries. The chief symptom was great pain, followed by nausea
and later by fever, which is said to have lasted fourteen days,
when he died (possibly of en scute appendicitis). In his
death, which, according to some, cccurred on the evenming of
June 20, and according to others, June 25, 1830, in hig 59th
year, he preceded his wife ten years, They were both buried in
the family burying ground, near Danville, at Travellers Rest,
the home of his father-in-law. In 1872, Dr. John D, Jackson,
of Danville, seconded by Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, started a move-
ment which was completed through the Eentucky State Medi-
cal Society in 1879, and had, as its results, the removal of the
remains of Dr. Ephraim McDowell and his wife, to Danville
and the erection of a shaft over their graves.

On December 13, 1809, fourteen years after he began the
practice of medicine, he was called to gee & Mre. Crawford, who
lived in Green County, some 60 miles from Danville. She
was thought to be pregnant and had exceeded her time. Me-
Dowell, after an examination, explained to her the nature of
her condition and his proposed plan of relief.

Exactly what passed between McDowell and his memorable
patient is mere speculation and will never be known. The
operation at the time of itz performance, received, considering
its importance, comparatively little attention even from Me-
Dowell himszelf, An account of it was not published until about
seven years later and then only after considerable urging on
the part of his friendes.

This much we know, that Mrs. Crawford yielded to Me-
Drowell’s judgment and made the journey to Danville on horse-
back, it is said resting the tumor upon the horn of the saddle.

There iz 2 tradition that MeDowell’s life was threatened by
an angry mob for his rashoess in performing the operation.
This will never be eatisfactorily proven or disproven. It seems,
on reflection, reasomable to sssume that this story has with
time become exsggerated. McDowell was generally underrated
by many and specially maligned by his enemies. He was held,
however, by the greater part of his people to be easily the fore-
most man in medicine, and also considered & leading citizen in
his community. Mrs. Crawford’s evident entire willingness to
undergo the operation is emphasized especially by the distance
and difficulties under which she made the journey. No doubt
the proposed operation was known to every one beforehand and
in all likelihood, as iz customary in small places, even to-day,
where news is at a premium and where the tedium of the
lives of the people is broken by their interest in their neigh-
bors' affairs, there were comments of all kinds, In fact it is
gaid that his nephew, Dr. Jumes MeDowell, whom he brought
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up and who was his partner, made several attempts to dissuade
him from operating and agreed only at the last moment to be
present, and assist for fear of the damage he would sustasin in
hiz practice in the event of feilure of the operation.® There
does not appear, however, enough ground upon which to base
the story of an organized effort to do him bodily harm in the
event of failure.

After the lapse of seven years following the first ovariotomy
and at the repeated urgings of another nephew, William, and
others, he was prevailed upon fo prepare a report of the first
three cazes. This was forwarded in 1816 to his old teacher,
John Bell, to whom it is believed he was indebted for the idea,
but fell into the hands of John Lizars, owing fo Bell’s absence
in Italy in quest of health.

Another copy was sent in the autumn of 1816 to Philip Syng
Physic of Philadelphia, with a request that it be published if
found worthy and this, like the first, received no attention.

His nephew, William, who was the bearer of the report
to Physie then turned to Dr. Thomas C. James, who has passed
into history as the modest, amiable and benevolent professor
of midwifery in the University of Pennsylvania, and one of the
editors of the Eclectic Repertory.

Professor James, who placed confidence in McDowell and
his nephew, took the time to study and then communicate the
report to his pupils, amid their applause, and later publish it
in the Eelectic Repertory and Analytical Review {Val. VII,
181%). The original report, which, we feel, in view of ils im-
portance and interest should be reproduced in full as far at
least as it deals with the first case, is as follows:

In December, 1809, T was called to see a Mra. Crawflord, who
had for several months thought herself pregmant. She was
affected with paine aimilar to labor pains, from which she could
find no rellef. S0 strong was the presumption of her belng In the
last stage of pregnancy that two physiclans, who were consulted
on her case, requested my ald In delivering her. The abdomen
was considerably enlarged and hed the appearance of pregnancy,
though the inellnation of the tumor was to one side, admitting
of an easy removel to the other. Upon examinatlon, per vaginam,
1 found nothing in the uterus, which {nduced the conclusion that
it must be an ealarged ovarlum. Having never seen 8o lerge
a substance extracted, nor beard of an attempt or success attending
any speration such as this required, I gave to the unhappy woman
Information of her dangerous sltuatlon. She appeared willing to
undergo an experiment, which I promieged to perform If she would
come to Danville (the town where [ live), & distance of sixty
milea from her place of resldence. This appeared almost fm-
praclicable by any, oven the most faverable convevanee, though
she performed the fourney In a few days on horseback. With the
aeglatance of my nephew and colleague, James McDowell, M. D.,
1 commenced the operation, which was concluded as follows:
Having placed her on & table of the ordinary helght, on her back,
and removed all her dressing which might In any way Impede the
aperation, I made an inclsfion about three Inches from the musculos
rectus abdominls, on the left side, contiouing the same nine
fnches o lemgth, perallel with the fibers of the above-named
muecle, extending Into the cavily of the abdomen, the parietes of
which were & good deal contused, which we ascribed to the resting
of the tumor on the horn of the saddle durlpg her jeurney. The

* In MeDowell's own account of the operation he says, that his
nephew, Jamea MceDowell, did asslat him,

tumor then appeared full In view, but was so large that we could
oot take it away entire. We put & strong llgature arcund the
Falloplan tube near the uterus, and then cut open the tumor, which
was the ovarium and fimbrious part of the Fallopian tube very
much enlarged. We took cut fifteen pounds of a dirty, gelatinous-
looking substancea, aftér which we cut through the Falloplan tube
and extracted the sack, which welghed seven and one-half pounds.
As sodn as the external epenlng was made the Intestines rushed
out upon the table, and so completely was the abdomen flled by
the tumor that they could not be replaced durlng the operation.
which was termimated In about twenty-five minutes. We then
turned her upon her left slde, so as to permit the bleod to escape,
after which we closed the external spening with the interrupted
suture, leaviog out, at the Iower énd of the Incislon, the Hgature
which surrounded the Falloplan tube. Between every two stitehes
we put a strip of adhealve plaater, which, by keeping the parta in
contact, hastened the beallng of the lnelslon. 'We then applled the
usual dresslngs, put ber to bed, and prescribed a strict obeervance
of the antiphlogistic reglmen. In five daya I visited her, and much
to my astonlshment found her engaged !n making vp her bed. I
gave her particalar caution for the future, and in twenty-five daye
she returned home as she came, In good health, which she con-
timues to cojoy.

This report was met with indifference and ineredulity on
the one hend and ridicule on the other,

The original paper sent to Bell, which fell into the hands of
Lizars, was published scven vears after MeDowell's report in
connection with one of Lizars’ failures, and it was this that
awakeped Europe and, through reaction, arouzed Ameriea
more than MeDowell’s own publication.

The second operation in 1813, four years after the ﬁrst WaS
upon a pegress, In this the ovary was exposed and mcmﬂ
allowing & gelatinous substance and bloed to the amount of
about one liter to cecape, but the ovary was not removed owing
to the firmness of its adhesion to the vesica urinarie and fundus
uferi. She recovered from the operalion, had ne more pain
and was able to pursue her occupation. The third operation,
and the last to be included in his first report, was performed
May, 1816, or three years after the second. Like the second,
it was upon a negress and in this case he removed a scirrhous
prarium weighing six pounds.

His second communication, alse published in the Eclectic
Repertory, embraced descriptions of his fourth and fifth
patients, who, like the others, except the first, were negresses,
The fourth was operated upon April, 1817, It was a scirrlious
ovarium weighing five pounds. Although she made & recovery
from the operation and it was the smallest of all, it gave him
the mnost trouble at the time and was nof as satisfactory in the
end results as the others.

The fifth, who was operated upon May 11, 1819, had been
tapped four times before the operation, Many adhesions were
encountered. Sixteen liters of gelatinous fluid were discharged
from the tumor and abdomen, She died of peritonitis on the
third day. The tumor was a dermoid cyst.

These were the only cases that McDowell reported ; the exact
number of these operations he performed will never be known.
Samuel D). Gross collected three additionsl enses, all white,
making cight in all, four in white and four in negro women.
Five operations were complete and three were incomplete.  Of
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the five complete operations, there were two in white and three
in negro women, with one death among the latter, the mortality
of the completed operations thus being 20 per cent. William,
his nephew and also &t one time a partner, is the authority for
the statement that his uncle performed the operation in all 13
times.

McDowell’s surgery waos not confined to that of the ovary.
He performed lithotomy 32 times without a death. Ope of his
lithotomy cases, James K. Polk, later became president of the
United States. He operated for hernia and performed all the
operations known in his time,

After n careful search the writer has been unable to find
sufficient evidence to justify the belief that MeDowell ever per-
formed Ceeearean gection or that he ever returned to Europe
after leaving the Tniversity of Edinburgh. By preference he
operated oo Sunday mornings.

Considering the importance to humanity of McDowell’s
work, he haa been overlooked to an unpardonable degree, but
what must we say when we come to that brave woman, Jane
Todd Crawford, who successfully balanced her heroism against
McDowell’'s genius and thereby joined with MceDowell in
emancipating countless millions of human beings of all nations
and creeds in time to come, from a terrible condition from
which a miserable death alone supplied the avenue of eseape.

Peaslee in 1870 estimated that MeDowell had added 30,000
years to the active life of womanhood in the 30 years prior to
1870 in the United States and Great Britain alone through the
operation of ovariotomy. This in itself, would be quite enough
to entitle Ephraim McDowell and Jane Todd Crawford to the
lasting gratitude of humanity.

McDowell's operations, by demonstrating to the world the
feasibility and eafety of entering the abdominal cavity, became
the eornerstone of abdominal surgery. To estimate even ap-
proximately at present the thousands of human beings that are
annually saved and the countless hundreds of thousands of
years that are anpually added to human life through abdominal
operations, would be a task well nigh superhuman. Abdominal
eurgery has reached such proportions that ovariotomy is but
one of its smaller divisions, and when we think that even this
bids fair to be extended and still further improved, we begin
to realize the priceless gift and the enduring obligation that
humanity owes to Ephraim McDowell and Jane Todd Craw-
ford,

For more than a century the heroine of this story has passed
from one writer fo the next as Mrs. Crawford, of Green County,
No one seems to have thought it necessary to establish her
identity that she might take her proper place in history.

After an investigation fraught with many difficultics, ex-
tending over many months, involving an enormous corre-
spondonce and assuming at times a discouraging outlook, I feel
justified from the records in my possession, in presenting the
following history of her:

Jane Todd Crawiord, who richly deserves to share with
McDowell the honor and glory of an international memeorial
for her heroism, was born in Rockbridge Countv, Virginia.
She was the sister of Bamuel Tadd, of Frankfort, Kentucky.

I

Thomas Crawford and his wife, Jane Todd Crawford, with
Thomas Mitchell, who in 1768 in Virginia had married
Rachael, the sister of Thomas Crawford, moved to the waters
of Caney Fork, nine miles southeast of Greensburg, arriving
there November 5, 1805.

It must be remembered that Kentucky was still largely a
wilderness and, owing to Indians and other dangers, emigrants
moved about during the early periode not eingly, but in groups.
This was four years before Mrs. Crawford was operated upoun.
There ig a record to chow that Thomas Crawford and his wife,
Jane, transferred to John Motley, 427 acres of land for $1900,
“ cash in hand,” December 8, 1810, one year after the opera-
tion. The land was afterwards known as Motley’s Glen.

Five children were born te them, Hon. Thomas Howell,
Crawford, who was mayor of the city of Louisville in 1859 and
1860, Rev. James Crawford, & Presbyterian minister, Samuel
Crawford, Alice Craig Crawford, who married William Iaul
Brown, and a daughter whe died in infaney. Dr. Samuel D.
Gross has proven conclusively that Mrs, Crawford did not give
birth to a child after the ovariotomy,

As the daguerrotype camera was not infroduced into the
Uniicd States until 1839, it is not reasonable to suppose that
any photograph was ever taken of her and io all likelihood no
portrait of her was ever painted. All efforts to procure what
would seem & trustworthy deseription of Mrs. Crawford, and
more details germane to the operation, have so far failed.

There is a tradition in the Mitchell family that McDowell
made no charge for the operation, but that Mr. Crawford pre-
gented him with an honorarium so large that, considered in the
light of that period and the contracting parties, it is out of
reason to suppose the story eredible, and is mentioned simply
83 one of the many errors and traditions that confronted us in
our search.

The story of Jane Todd Crawford's subsequent movements,
her death and the discovery of her grave which had been for-
gotten for about a century, is akin to a romance, but entirely
too long for the present paper. Stripped of its details, a long
gearch and an extensive correspondence brought the writer in
touch with Me. J. K. Mitchell, a lawyer of Osborne, Kansas,
snd & grandnephow by marriage of the hercine. Mitchell’s
vigorous efTorts resnlted in enlisting the aid of the Rev. J. H.
MecArthur, a Presbyterian minister of Sullivan, Indiana, who
discovered the grave in the Johnson Cemetery tem miles
northwest of Sullivan,

Since the family bible, in which the family records were kept,
was burned during the fire that destroyed the house of Rev,
James Crawford, it is practically impossible to determine her
exact age. The date of her death has been given variously ag
1841, 1842 and 1843. The inscription on her tombstone reads:

JARE CRAWFORD
Died
Mar, 30, 1842
Aged T8 yeara
PBlessed are the dead who die In the Lord.

According to this she survived the operation 33 years.
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In the apring of 1912 the writer started 8 movement to pre-
gerve and memorialize the house in which McDowell lived
and performed the ovariotomy.

The importance of rescuing this historic landmark situated
in what is now the questionable quarter of Danville, and used
as a negro boarding house, is too plain to require more than
mere mention.

With this end in view, the writer addressed the Kentucky
State Federation of Women’s Clubs at their annual meeting
at Mammoth Cave, May 29, 1912, and urged them in view of
being the first beneficiaries of McDowell's work, to unite in
saving this structure. He said in part:

If benefits to the human race are to be the standard by which
wa measire the usefuliess and Importance of & Hie, [ am prepared
to defend the statement that the Importance of Dr. Epbraim
MeDwowell’a life overshadows that of elther Washington or Lincoln,
and that the house {n Danville io which the ovariotomy was
performed, should be more sacred pot only to an American, but
to the entire human race, than any other structure upon the whole
Amerlcan continent,

It has been faghlonable for centurfes to lgnore the real bene-
factors of the human race, and to rush madly forward with
monuments and memorlals to statesmen and especlally military
leaders. This 18 a remnant of feudalism that fs still Inus. Itisa
legaey from the time when might was right even in smaller
matters, as it atill 1s to & degree In Intarnational matters, when we,
more fondly than we do to-day, worshipped power and pomp at
the axpense of equity and reason. I do not wish to be understood
a8 detracting from the statesman and the warrlor, but I do wish
to polnt out the benefits of the work of such & man as Ephraim
MeDowell a8 compared with the very greatest statesmen and
military leaders. The moulding of & nation, the advancement of a
particular people by a wise statesman, and the leadership of a
pucceasiul army In a just cause, are matters that do not admit of
any divielon of oplnion. Since, however, many statesmen are
forcible but not wise, and many military leaders brave and daring
In an unjust cause, It Iz obvloua that both harm end good are
equally dispensed by these two popular idels. And even when
the statesman [s wiss, and the milltary leader is fighting a just
cauese, Lhey affect but one people and that they affect perhaps for
ona perlod, quite enough to justify thelr activities I will admlit, as
we all must.

Compare, however, this with -Ephralm MeDowell, whose 1ife has
affected all people. When he, for the first time on December 13,
1809, performed, before the time of anmatheties, and without
tralped asslstants and the usual conmvenlences that to-day are
consldered as almost Indispensable, the operation of ovariotomy,
he conferred upon womanhood In particular, and mankind In
general, & bencfit as great as any that has ever been conferred
upon the human race in this or any other country and in this or
any other age.

I am sure that no one will for a moment, dispute the magnitude
of this glft to humanity, but I am not sure as to how many of us
can really measure the greatneas of this deed.

Sinee women wera the fArst beneficlaries of hls work, It seems
entlrely matural for the women of Kentucky to rescue the house
In which thls memorable deed wae performed and which has
gdded to the hédnor and glory of Kentucky more than all her other
achlevements combined. great as they are.

When this (s accomplighed, there should be an internatiopal
movement to erect a jolot monument befitting the services to the
memory of Dr. Ephraim MecDowell of Danville, and Jane Todd
Crawford,

I am hers to make an appeal to you to unite In resculng from

oblivien, what should be the most cherlshed and sacred structurs
in the entlre Hepublie.

Even though the houss should by some misfortune be destroyed,
the spot should be memorialized. Ome feels ke saying that it will
be akin to savagery to Igoore the apot where thls deed Im-
measurable for its good, was consummated.

The appeal was favorably acted upon by the Eentucky State
Federation of Womer’a Clubs. With commendable prompt-
ness a memorial committee was ereated. The writer made a
number of efforts, some before and many during the half year
following this action by the Federation, to persuade the owner
of the building to place a valuation upon the same.

Although & men in affluent circumstances, he has resisted all
entreaties towards placing & price upon the structure. As to
whether John Gill Weisiger, the present owner, will ever be
willing to zell this structure, that this shrine that spells more
than volumes can deseribe, can be memorialized, that is & ques-
tion that time alone can answer.

Nore.—S8ince resding this paper before the Johne Hepklna
Hospital Historical Club, a letter bas been recefved from Mr.
John GIll Welalger offerlng to eell the house for 310,000, the
offer to remaln In effect for five days. The price has been con-
aldered as belng conalderably higher than expected, but we hope
that the Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs who have created
a MeDowell Memorial Committes wil be able to secure this house,
and keep It as a memorlal to Dr. Ephralm McDowell and Mrs.
Crawford.

A

Fro. 1.—The MeDowell Coat of Arma.
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