THE INDICATIONS FOR AND ADVISABILITY OF
ARTIFICIAL STERILIZATION.*

BY
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TwE controversy between theology and medicine concerning the
rights of the patient and the physician’s duties to his various maladies
is as old as the history of medicing. Where science has shown un-
deniable facts theology has given ground begrudgingly toward the
real protection of the patient’s interests. The sanctity of the human

* Read before the Joint Meeting of the Washington Obstetrical Society’and the
Obatetrical Society of Philadelphia, at Philadelphia April 6, 1916.
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frequently exposed. Syphilis insures the success of the former by
aborting those unfit to finish the task of pregnancy and later parent-
hood.

The other indications for birth control, namely, the heart case,
the kidney case, the metabolic case are prone to abort spontaneously;
hence, there is a natural sterilizing process which belittles the efforts
of humans.

Inasmuch as the first order of nature is reproduction, has man in
the absence of undeniable fact upon which to base his action the
moral or technical right to reduce this fundamental principler In
the presence of positive lesions of gravity, with previous experience
of near fatal termination, sterilization is like any other therapeutic
procedure and should be advised when it saves life or preserves
health,
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