
Modern Obstetrics ---the systematic 
observation and reporting of normal and 
abnormal labor--- began in Paris with Ambroise 
Paré.

This was possible because of the Hôtel-Dieu, a 
hospital founded between 600-800 AD. 
Physicians and Surgeons were admitted to its 
staff during the 1500s, and a school for 
Midwives established in the 1520s.
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William HARVEY 
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De Generatione Animalium
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De Partu was the 1st original English 
work on Obstetrics
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William SMELLIE (1697-1763)

Born in Lanarkshire, Scotland; 
trained in Glasgow and Paris.

Taught and practiced midwifery 
in London; developed a manikin.

Through books and students, the 
most influential OB in England. 

Described in detail mechanism 
of  labor, improved forceps. 
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