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The following particulars, concerning the
celebrated Dr. Aftruc, are extra&ted from the
Leipfic Commentarics, vol. 17. part 2.

Joha Aftruc was born in the year 1684, at
the little town of Savoy, in the province of Lans
gutdoc. Hié father, who wis 2 proteftant clér
gimah, béftowed particulér’ paing dpon the
edrliéft parr of his ddutation, After which hé
went tof the univerfity of Montpelier, where hé
. wiy crefited matter of atfs in' theé year 1voo
e theri began' the hidy of miedicide’; and, in
two' yéars, obtaifidd the degréé of batchelor,
having wupon that occafion, written 4’ diffefta-
tioti 6n thé cauf€ of fermentation, which*hé de-
fended'in'a'vety fpirited disnnef. Of the 2sth
of Janusry, 1707, KE was created do&or of
-phyfie ;. after which, bEfore drriving 2t Extenl
five practice, he applied to'the fndy of mediedf
atithotd, both stitient -artd' modern, with ek
comitior dffiduity. Tht good’ effels of H¥
fludy fbty appearéd ; for, in' the y¥aF 1414, HE
phbliffied « treatifé contérning mtifeular mb
tign; from whicl lie acquired very high repus
‘tation. It the yedr 1717, he was appointed’
t6 téich miédicire at Montpelier; which he’ did
Wit flich perfpicuity and eldquence, that it was”
ubiverfilly'{2id; li¢'had Bédn Boin to be'a’ pros™
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feflor. His fame foon rofe to fuch a height,
that the King affigned him an annual falary,
and he was, at the {ame time, appointed to
fuperintend the mirneral taters'in the province
of Languedoc.

But,..as Montpelier did not afford. fufficient
fcope for his afpiring genius, he went to Paris
with égreat ftock of manufcripts, which he
intended to publith, after fubjeing them to
the examination of the learned. Soon after,
however, he left it, having, in the year 1729,
accepted the office of firft phyfician to the King
of Poland, which was then offered to him.
His ftay in Poland, however, was but of fhort
duration, and he again returned to Paris.

Upon the death of the celebrated Geoffroy in
the year 1731, he was appointed Regius Profef-
foyof medicine atParis, The duties of this office
he difcharged in fuch a manner, as to anfwer
even the moft fanguine expectations. He taught
the pra&iceof phyficwith fo great applaufe as to
draw from other univerfities to that of Paris, a
great concourfe of medical ftudents, foreigners
as well as natives of France. At the fame time
he was not more celebrated as a profeffor than
'a pratitioner. And, even at an advanced age,
" be perfifted with unwearied affiduity in that in- -
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tenfe ftudy which firft raifed his reputation.
Hence it is, that he has been enabled to tranf-
mit to pofterity fo many valuable monuments
of his medical erudition. He died, univerfally
regretted, on the 15th of May, 1966, in the
82d year of his age.





