1764 -SMELLIE-Midwifery

CASE IL

The firft child delivered with the labour
pains; the fecond being larger,.delivered
with the forceps. 1749.

When called to this cafe, I was informed
by the midwife, that fhe had delivered the
woman fafely of the firft child, which came
in the natural way, about fix hours ago. She

history-of-obgyn.com



CASES ivx MIDWIFERY. 385

faid there was‘a fecond child, which lay at
firft fo high, that fhe could not diftinguifh
whether it came right or wrong, till the wo-
man had frefh pains, which increafed, and
grew ftronger in about three or four hours
after the firft child was delivered. Thefe
forced down, and broke the membranes;
although the pains had been frequent and
ftrong, and the head pretty low down, it
was {till fomehow retarded.

I examined, and found that the right ear
prefented ; that the face was towards the left
fide of the Pelvis; and that the right Bregma
refted on the Pubis. During the next pain, I
introduced my hand into the Vagsna, and puth-
ed up the head at the left fide. As the pain
continued, and increafed, I withdrew my
hand, and the Vertex was immediately pufh-
ed down to the lower part of the right Ifchi-
um. Being then called to another patient, I
left the woman to the care of the midwife,
expecting fhe would foon be delivered with
the labour pains. In about two hours I was
again called, and found the head much 'in
the fame fituation as when I left her, viz. the
forehead to the upper part of the left Ifchium,
the Occzput to the under part of the right,
and the left ear at the Pubis. The midwife
told me, that fhe had {everal ftrong pains af-
ter I went away, but that now they were
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grown weaker. She alfo faid, that there
was a pretty large thew at times, and feem-
ed apprehenfive of a flooding coming on. I
then caufed her to be placed in a fide pofi-
tion, and delivered the child with the forceps,
as defcribed 1in Collect. XXVIII. Vol. 1L

I found at firft the delivery was retarded by
the wrong pofition of the head; when that
was remedied, another difficulty proceeded
from the Urerus being contralted before the
fhoulders, and the Funmis furrounding the
neck three times; which laft T difentangled,
by {lipping it over the head, after it was de-
livered. This fecond child, contrary to moft
cafes of twins that I have attended, was
much larger than the firft.

'The Placentas formed one cake. A cafe
of the fame kind fucceeded in the fame man-
ner with Mr. Palmer of Bath, when he at-
tended my lectures.
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