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A LETTEHR

Addrefled to all Men in general,

AND

To all Married Men in particular.

Lately publithed, at the requeft of fome prudent,

{enfible married women, a Letter, addrefled to a

young lady on her marriage, relative to the indecent and
deftru@ive practices of Men Midwives, and have the

fatisfaction to hear the defign of that letter is generally
approved of by men of fenfe, and.women of modefty.

The matter is of the utmoft importance ; and I flatter
myelf there are few women into whofe hands the letter
may fall, who will not ferioufly weigh the arguments

therein advanced on a {ubje® fo interefting, and fo
eflential to their happinefs.

B But



But finding myfelf under many reftraints in point of
decency, in an addrefs to a young lady, and well know-
ing how neceffary itis, that all men, as well as women,
{hould unite in difcountenancing this indecent and un-
neceflary pradtice, I now addrefs myfelf to all men in
general, and to all married men in particular. It is
not that I want to indulge my fancy in impure
thoughts or expreflions, though I muft in this epittle
make ufe of both ; but let it be remembered, that my
motive is thereby to put a flop to impure adts, im-
modeft a&ions, and the indelicate, unchafte, and un-
neceffary tranfactions of Men Midwives, fuch as they
avowedly and publicly profefs, and fuch that every man
of fenfe, decency, fentiment and {pirit, muft and will

difapprove, or be totally indifferent as to his wife’s con-
dué&, or his own honour.

The following ftory is a matter of fa&, which hap-
pened lately in the Weft of England. A gentleman of

the faculty, i. e. a country furgeon, apothecary and

man-midwife, being fent for in great hafte to deliver a
woman, did, asfoon as he arrived, in order I fuppoie to

fhew his dexterity, by the means of aHook, deliver
her
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her inftantly from ker pain, and the child from a
life, it could fcarcely be faid to have enter’d into, and
having fo done, took his'fee and his leave ; but before
hé had got two miles off, he was purfued and over-
taken by the Hufband, who defired his immediate re-

turn, as the pains of his wife were come on again in a
more violent manner than ever ; but before the hufband
and do&or got back, fhe was delivered of another child,
by the help only of that excellent, and never failing fe-
male midwife, Goody Nature! This old lady, who
had practifed the art of midwifery in every corner of the
globe, for many thoufand generations, with amazing
fuccefs, was, about fifty years ago, ftifled in France be-

tween two feather-beds, by Meflrs. Do&tors La Morte
and Mauriceau ; and no fooner was the good old lady

interred, than thefe, and many other male impoftors
in that fantaftical country, endeavoured to intrude them-
{elves on the public as her legitimate fons; nay, to be
able by their art, and with the help of hooks, crotchets,

fillets, forceps, and {ciffars, to furpafs the good old
lady.

- The vivacity, and the love of novelty, peculiar to that
nation ; the great liberties the two fexes are allowed to

take
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take in that kingdom, promoted the defigns of thefe
men, and prevented a deteGion of fuch impoftors, till
they became fo numerous, and had eftablithed fo much
intereft, (owing I prefume to their fex) that the old
lady, their pretended mother, has there long fince been
forgot: That fuch a pracice as this fhould begin in
France, be encouraged by the ladies, and permitted by
the men, does not much {urprife me; becaufe chaftity,
in that country, is rather an unfafthionable part of high
breeding and high life ; but that Englithmen, tenacious
of their own, and their wives honour, fthould tamely
fubmit to a practice {fo unneceflary, and fo big with
miichief, amazes me beyond conception; and I can ac-
count for it only, becaufe a few women of fafhion, as
they are called, have countenanced it, and their pufil-

lanimous huibands have been afraid to forbid it. The
middling clafs of people muft be in{afhion, and ape the

quality ; decency be kicked down ftairs, and modefty
put out of countenance, becaufe my Lady Betty Modifh
hates an old fumbling woman about her perfon.

The Critical, or Monthly Reviewers, I forget which,
were pleafed to obferve, that the author of the Addrefs

to 2 Young Lady on her Marriage, was (though a pre-
tender
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tender to decency) the moft indecent creature himfelf
that ever took a pen in hand. Whether this refent-
ment arofe from the fing in the zai/ of the letter levell'd
at thefe Book Midwives, or from their being chiefly com-
pofed of furgeons and men midwives, who murder books
for want of infant prattice, 1 muft {ubmit to the reader’s
judgment ; but they ought to have owned that every in-
delicate expreflion in that epiftle is extracted almoft ver-
batim from their Friend Dr. Smellie’s Treatife on Mid-
wifery, a book written in Englith, the matter by Smel-
lie, and the language faid to be that of Dr. Smollet.

That men midwives may think foolifhly, and a&
wantonly, is no more than I can eafily conceive; but
that a2 man midwife fhould fit down and write, and
publifh a ferious book, and give therein ferious dire&tions
relative to the practice of midwifery, fo contrary to rea-
fon, fo void of judgment, and fo alarming to modefty,
is aftonifhing beyond expreflion! But to avoid the month-
ly critic’s lafh, T will give a few extra@s trom one of
thefe learned gentlemen’s performances, that the decency
of this writer, and the letter writer, may be compared
by the judicious reader, as well as the reviewers. Dr.
Smellie in his Treatife on Midwifery, page 92, fpeaking

G ot



(6 )

of the parts of generation in women, obferves, 7bat the
Clitorisy, with 1ts Prefutium, is found berween the Labia
o1 10¢ middle and fore pare of the Pubisy and from the
lpwer part of the Clitoris, the Nymphe rifing, [pread
sutwards, and dewnwards, to the Os Externum, forming
a kind of fulcus, or furrow, called the Foffa Magna, or
Navicularis, for the direftion of the Penis in coition, or
of the Finger in toucding, into the Vagina! By this
{hrewd obfervation on the wifdom of Providence, the
modeft Dodor, in his firft chapter, fhews plainly that
touching is an effential part of the pratice of Midwifery ;
and that, in his opinion, thofe parts of a woman were
farmed by nature, not only for the direction of the
Penis in coition, but for the direffion of the Do&or’s
finger in fouching : The manner of doing which, the

Do&or explains thus, page 180.

Touching, fays the ingenious Do&or, is performed by
im‘raa’uciﬁg the ﬂrgﬁ?zger, lubricated with pomatum, 1nto
the Vagina, in order to feel the Os Internum, and Neck
of the Uterus 5 and fometimes into the Relium! to difcover
the firetching of the Fundus: By fome we are advifed to
touch with the middle finger, as being the lingeft 5 and
by athers to employ both that and the firfl s but the middle
is 209 much encumbered by that on each fide, to anfwer the

purpefe
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purpofe fully 5 and when two are introduced together, the
patient never fails to complain. The defign of touching is to
be informed whether the woman is, or is not with child; 2o
know how far [be is advanced in her pregnancy 5 if fbe is
in danger of a mifcarriage, &e. &c. &c. Thus far the
- ingenious Doctor : But as women’s paflions are very un-
like thofe of men, and generally lie dormant tul ftirr'd
by the dalliance of a man, may I not be permitted to

obferve, that the defign of touching alfo, may be to fee
if any emotions arife in the zouched lady’s brealt, that

the Do&tor may take advantage of. A man once ad-
mitted to fuch a liberty, knows not himfelf, and the
woman, who through fimplicity, (or what, fbe s zo/d, is

neceflity) confents to 1t, cannot an{wer for the confe-
quences that may arife from fuch tranfa&ions. I will

fuppofe myfelf, for inftance, a man-midwife, fent for
by a lady of youth and beauty ; the lady has not been
long married ; fhe is unwell ; doubtful whether fhe is
with child, and defirous of being informed.

Upon my arrival, if her hufband happens to be pre--
fent, he muft retire; for I know too well the pain that
he muft feel on hearing even the firf? neceffary queftion!
Therefore nothing but an affe¢ted, ftiff air, a grave face
peeping out of a profound wig, and my hand kept warm

in
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in my muff, muft tranfpire till bufband 1s gone out of
the room, and from that inftant the drefling-room be-
comes {Zcred to me and my patient. I then proceed to
afk fuch Queftions, with an air of gravity and importance,

that muft confound a woman of modefty beyond imagi-

nation ; fhe is embarrafled: I then get up, take her
by the hand, and tell her how very unlike her condu

is to my lady Sufan Squeamifh’s, whom I have juft left;
that her ladyfhip thought fhe was with child, but that I
could perceivz no circle round ber nepples, norby the
Zouch had I any reafon to believe the was breeding : This
reconciles my new patient ; fhe nears, and wonders at
lady Sufan’s conduct; but believing it no more than is
common, and that the Do&or has a licence to take,
and fhe to grant thefe liberties, fhe acquiefces. I then
oroceed to examine ber breaffs, nepples, &c. by which I
can foon be able to difcover what further liberties I may
proceed to, under the fanction of my great wig, and
my grave face ; and if once admitted to tbe fouch, all
difficulties for feven or eight months after are removed ;
my patient and I underftand one another; fecrecy is the
word ; my chara&er, and her honour, feal «.

If
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If men-midwives under thefe circumftances {tand un-
moved, they are a part of the human fpecies I am a
firanger to! Suppofe then, for it is no more than
natural to fuppofe it, that 1 fhould offer fome further

liberty, alter z0e Touch, (a more irdelicate liberty I can-
not offer) {uppofe then, I fay, my patient fhould fly

out, and atk me what I mean by fuch infolent and un-
warrantable condué& ? make towards the Bell in order to
call her hufband or fervants : what muft be done? why
{tep in between her and the bell, drop on my knees,
and implore her pardon ; telﬁng her that my profefﬁon
does not emalculate me; that my own and family’s
bread deper:cs on my charalter and in my profeffion ;
that I never 1as fo gperated upon on any former occa-
fion; that whae: had happened was more my misfortune
than my fault; and that I muft have been more or lefs
than man, to have been unmoved on fxch an occafion,
with f4ch a woman. Here is a full and certain pardon
obtained ; for a fenfible woman would be too wife to
tell her hufband, and a foolith woman too vain.

However high the above {cenery may be coloured, it

is no more than nature exhibits every day, not only in
D the
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the capital of this kingdom, but almoft in every coun-
try town. Whichever way I go out ot London, far or
near, every town is ornamented with a red door, and a
bright knocker, and over it you are informed in gold
letters, that the houfe in the property of Dr. Blowbladder,
furgeon, apothecary, and man-midwife! nay, often two

names, as partners in this mj_/}eriom hﬁngﬁ, ornament
the board.

I know not which to difpife moft, the profeflors of
this bawdry profeflion, or the hufbands who tamely
fubmit their wives to be fo wantonly and unneceflarily

handled by them; and I am perfuaded I am now fpeak-

g the {entiments of every man in England in proportion
to his knowledge of human nature.

The dangerous conlequences of iron inftruments, al-
moft conftantly uled by men midwives, and which often
deftroy the life of the child or mother, or both, and the

certainty of rendering the woman'’s perfon lefs agreeable,
and often loathfome to her hufband, ought to have great

weight with women and their hufbands alfo, provided
the matter of delicacy, decency and modefty, was out of
the queftion: and yet it is no uncommon thing to hear

a male
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a male midwife practitioner call the greateft calamity and
misfortune that can befall a woman, by the ludicrous
epithet of Laying Pit and Boxes together.

Men were born, and women were delivered by the

proper attendance of women only, for many generations,

and without any bad confequences either to the mother
or the child. Nature left to herfelf {carce ever errs;

if the does, it generally happens that fhe over-does, but
never under-does her part. To wait the courfe of na-
ture, receive her hints, and gently affit her effoits, is
the part of a fkilfull midwife; he or the who does more,
is ignorant of the little they have to do; and this
bufinefs ought always to be done by the afliftance of

women only, and a thoufand arguments might be pro-
duced to confirm it.

I am not unaware that it will be here faid, that difficule
labours require not enly the fkill, but ftrength of a man,
and that it would be impoflible to deliver fome women
without inftruments; it may be fo; but I will take
upon me to fay, it only happens to fuch women
who have been injured by hafty or forced labours with a

former child, or by iron inflruments; it never happens
{o
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to a2 woman with her firft child; nor it never happens to
the poor with any child; the reafon is, that they are
not injured by the former labours ; and that the old lady
mentioned above, is the faithful and unerring midwife

of the latter. I fee continual accounts of the death of
women in childbed that are women of fathion: I never

hear in the country where I live, of the death of any of
my unfafhionable neighbours of this diffemnper, as Dr.
Smellie calls it.  When does a mare, a cow, a hare, a
raboit, or any part of the brute creation die, in bringing

forth their young? Never: And has Providence been
{o careful of the prefervation of brutes, and left the

nobleft part of her produ&ion in danger ? Certainly no :
Vhy then fhould women think it neceffary to expole
their perfons, and their infirmities, and to be twifted
and turned about in whatever pofture or attitude the
man midwife is pleafed to dire@, ecither in bed or up,
and to keep her hufband all this time in more pain
of mind, than that which fhe fufters in body, for no
other end but the vanity of having a doctor, as they call

it; but what I call, an outrage to fenle, dignity, love
and virtue.,

That
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That {fome of thefe Touching Gentry have been pro-
fecuted and feverely punifhed for their luftful attempts,
in touching their patients, is a notorious truth; that
hundreds of them get off, and that many fucceed, can-
not be doubted : nay, it can {carce be doubted but they
all are liable to fall into the fituation I juft now fuppofed
myfelf, and pointed the way to get out.

I could mention feveral profecutions of men midwives
upon record ; but the following will be {ufficient ; though
aman who is robbed of his wife’s fidelity, does not mifs

it till it 1s too late to advertile the thief.

A merchant in this kingdom, who had a very young

and beautiful wife, was attended by an eminent man-
midwife, to cure him of a dilorder he had got by going

aftray, and amufing himfelf one evening in the environs
of Covent-Garden, while his buxom wife imagined he
was gone to his country houfe at Epfom: The merchant
therefore defired the do®or to vifit his wife, whom he
fufpected to be with child ; and, to fave appearanccs,
perfuade her, that, by a complaint he found (from rouch-
ing I prefume) fhe laboured under, it was abfolutely
neceffary to lie apart from her hufband. The do&or

E undertook



( 14 )

undertook the commiflion ; when, inftead of faving the
hufband’s credit, and faithfully keeping his fecret, he in-
formed the wife with the whole truth of the matter;
and made fuch inflammatory obfervations on the incon-
ftancy of her hufband, and the beauty of the wife, that,
with the advantage of opportunity, her hufband’s falfe-
nefs, and large dofes of cantharides, which he admini-
ftered, he debauched the woman: But thefe ftimulating
medicines had fuch an effe@ that fhe died in confequence

thereof ; and, by way of attonement to her injured
hufband, declared the whole truth in her laft hours.

Do&or Smellie, in the introdu&ion to his treatife on
midwifry, fays,~~-% Iz is natural to fuppofe, that, <while
 the fimplicizy of the early ages remained, women wwould
 pave recourfe to nive but perfons of their cwn fex in
 difeafes peculiar to it ] Accordingly, fays he, we find
< that in Egypt miawifry was praftifed by women.”-----
What a pity it was that the ufe of hooks and crotchets,
pincers, boreing {cifiars, tapes and filleting, was not known
to the poor Egyptians ! That Egyptians, who knew how
to preferve dead bodies for three thoufand years, and to
keep their hiving form, fhould be fo fhort of invention
as never to have found out the method of {cooping a
child’s brains out! and thereby have preferved the lives of

the



( 15 )

the poor Egyptian ladies is amazing ! I fuppofe all the
Egyptian mummies brought over here, befides that in
the Mufeum, to be the bodies of poor Egyptian ladies,
who died in child-bed ! and that the bieroglyphics on
their ficamore cofhins, could they be decyphered, would
appear to be the lamentations of their furviving huf-

bands, that no art could be difcovered whereby nature
might be correéed, and made more perfed.

Lictle did the poor Egyptian ladies think that it would
be three thoufand years before do&or Smellie would be
born, and the art of zouching, and faving women’s lives
in this dangerous diffemnper, be brought to perfe@ion.

But, to comfort my fair countrywomen, let it be re-

membered, that thefe were Jew ladies. Indeed the doc-
tor obferves that a law was made at Athens, prohibiting

women and flaves from pracifing phyfic ; but, {ays he,
““ the miffaken modefty of the fex rendered it afterwards
«« abfolutely neceffary to allow free women the privi-
« lege of fharing this art with the men.” By this it
appears how fimilar the practice in our own country
at this day 15, to the laws then in force at Athens. Fyee
women were -aliowed there to pradtife midwilry; and
Free women encourage the pradice of it here.

) Iildfcd
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nGoed we have many women amongft us, that would
not iutfer a mzn midwife to attend them under any cir-
cumftances whatever : nay I could, without quitting this
ifland, produce a King, a Queen, and cight or ten
Princes of the Blood, who all came into the world (God
te thanked) juft as the poor Egyptians did : but, I {up-
poic it arole from a siffakzn modefly of the fex 3 or doc-

tor Smellie, or fome of his brethren, had certainly been
called in.

Much more might be faid to convince every man of
fenfe, how very indecent, and how very indelicate, the
neceffary bufinefs of a man midwife muft be carried on.
But if he be wantonly dilpofed, he may turn your i in
whatever attitude for fight, or zonch, he pleafes; nay,
he may fo place her, with her Breech towards him, on
the fide of her bed, with a theet thrown over him and
her, zs Smellse diretls, {o as to gratify, unknown to the
woman, any paffion he pleafes. I know it may be ob-
jeded to, and faid, that a woman, under fuch circum-
ftances, muft be difguftful; and remove every fenfual ap-
petite: But this [ deny; it is faid a woman is like a
riddle, nothing in 1it, when fownd out ! but a fine wo-
man, ##found out, can appear in no {ituation, except in
the a& of death, but {uch as may ftir the moft uncon-

querable.
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querable of paffions ; and fuch as 1s, and will be exculfed,
by every man who knows human nature.

It is not practifing men midwives I am decrying ; but
the pratice of men in midwifry : I own I never meet
any of thefe charioted mungrel phyficians, that I do

not look on them as I fhould on the emperor of Mor-
rocco, or the bathaw of Tangier, going to his feraglio.

I really ferioufly confider, that, from the firft peer in
the kingdom, down to my butter-man’s wife in Clare-
market, (for fhe has ber Doétor) who open their doors
for men midwives, open a way to difgrace their families ;
to injure the perfons, if not the morals of their wives ;
and invite every man, who ferioufly and prudently con-
fiders this practice, to look on the hufband who confents
to it, with contempt and indignation.  As to myfelf, 1
ingenuoufly own, could my wife’s mind be out of the
queftion, I would fooner give her up to the embraces of
any on¢ man, once a year, than fubjeét her perfon to be
fo expofed, rouched, and handled, as fhe who is attended,
and delivered of a child, muft be, by a male midwife.

If the Reader is defirous of any further proofs of what

I advance, let him read Doctor Smellie’s book ; and take
the Do&or’s word, inftead of mine.

G There
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There is very little difference, except the fex, between
men and women ; nor any thing that is neceflary relative
to midwifry, but a woman can learn, and execute, with
more propriety, and more fafety than men: Inftruments
are alwavs injurious, often dangerous, and never necel-
fary. The world was peopled much better, before the
amphibious name of men midwives was known ; they
were imported here from France, at the fame time that
t:ire-women were put down in England.  The alteration
of modes, within thefe thirty years, are very extraordi-
pary : men midwives are become general; men hair-
drefiers, men ftay-makers; in fhort, we want nothing
now but the Italian Cheff.sbea to be introduced here, in
order to qualify our high bred fafhionable ladies to be

juftly ranked with the ladies of Genoa: a country without
wood, water without fifh, their men without honour, and
women without virtue. And, if this thould ever be-
come the character of the fineft, and, till of late, the
moft efteemed women 1in the world, for their modcfty,
beauty, and fidelity ; ftrange as it may appear, I will
pronounce, their degeneracy began with the pracice of
men midwifry, and muft end with their difufe; or have
a worle end.

It
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It is my lot to know a great number of married wo-
men, who have always thought on this fubject as I write ;
it is my wife’s lot to be acquainted with none other: [
would as {oon fend my wife a vifiting a Covent-Garden
hoftefs, as be familiar with the female male midwife
Trumpeters,—----- Lard, Madam, who is your Do&or?
fays one; well, Tll never bave a woman ; my Do&or
is the fweeteft man! fo gentle, o bumane, fo patient !
and then he is fo /afe : with a thoufand fuch fine things
of the Door, that the Trumpeter foon makes half the
circle in love with her dear Docor, before they have even
{fcen him, and determine to confult him the next mor-
ning. I ferioufly believe that moft women really love
their midwife, in fome degree equal to that which they
feel towards their hufbands ; for, if the hufband be ap
inftrument to their pleatures, and comforts, the Do&or
alfo is, in their opinion, the inftrument of their eafe,
and their deliverer from extreme mifery. I never heard
a woman {peak of her midwife but with an uncommon

degree of kindnefs; I have often heard a woman fpeak
of an affe@tionate bufband, without betraying any.

That many innocent and chafte women have, and do
employ men midwives, I make no doubt; and that
many
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many men midwives may, and do acquit themfelves, as
decently as their practice will admit of, I will not deny :
But, that it is an immodeft, an unneceffary, and a thame-
ful practice to encourage, I will maintain ; and that there
lives rot 2 man of fenfe and {entiment, who loves his
wife, that ever returned to her bed with that degree of
fatisfaction and affection, who has undergone a male
midwife’s Zouch, as {he whole perfon is, or he {uppofes
to be facred to him, and him alone. Whenever I fee a
married woman nice in fentiments, and delicate in her
expreflions, and find fhe is attended by a male midwife ;
I confider her a pretender to both: I look on her with
contempt ; and I confider that, if fhe had the authority

of cuftom to fupport it, fhe would permit me, or any
other man to take the fame liberty.

Hard as this, and my former treatife, may feem to
fall on the ladies, thofe who are warned by it, and ap-
prized of the confequences, will find the Author their
friend, and their deliverer ; afriend of more importance
to their happinefs, than the unthinking multitude are

aware of ; and a deliverer from worle evils than the pains

of child-birth can produce.

Men
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I defire every man-who loves his wife, or regards his
own honour, ferioufly to figure to himfelf a fmart man-
midwife, locked into his wife’s apartment, lubricating
his finger with pomatum; in order to introduce it into
his wife’s Vagina I nay, if he pleales, two fingers, or
one finger in the 77 agma, and the other into the Refum,
accordmg to the ingentous Dr. Smellie’s direGion under
the chapter Towching: *Tis true, the do&or fays, the
patient never fails to complain when zwo are introduced ;
but what need the do&or care for that? He knows fhe
will not complaiz: of it to ‘her hufband ; and her com-
plaining to the human'e, gentle do&or, furnithes him
with an opportunity to exprefs his concern; to fhew a
frefh inftance of his zendernefs; and to profefls his ad-
miration of a woman fo exqufitely fufceptible !

And I defire cvery woman who loves her hufband,” or
who covets his love, ferioufly to confider whether fhe be
ftrictly intitled to the appellation of ‘being called a mo-
deft woman, after fhe has admitted a male operator thus
to infult her pcrfon and her underftanding, by taking a

hberty that can give him no information whatex er, but
that the isa fool, or worfe, who fuffers it. Nay, Iam

thoroughly perfuaded, that every man niidwife, who
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happens to be pofiefied of either fenfe or fentiment,
muft, in his own breaft, entertain but a very indifferent
opinion of the underftanding of his patients /poufes.

That many women refufe their operator this liberty
of Touching, 1 firmly believe; but the very attempt of
the man, and the neceflary confequence of the refufal of
the woman, 1s almoft as bad; and either one or the
other is fure to happen, where the fubje& is, in zhe
Doétor’s opinion, worthy of bis infpettion.

But fetting afide every confideration as to modefty,
delicacy, fenfe, fentiment, and, above all, how this
kind of proceeding may {it on the mind of an affetionate
hufband, I will maintain it, that every woman runs a
greater rifque of lofing her life with a fkilful man-
midwife, than with even an ignorant fumbling old

womal.

The man-midwife is for difpatch, and that difpatch
cannot be obtained without a double force on nature;
for it muft be obtained with inftruments, and, confe-
quently, muft bring into the world a child that ought
not to have made its appearance for fome hours: I fuf-

ped it will be faid, what fignifies an hour or two? But
by
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by the fame reafon it may be atked, what fignifies a
month, or aweek? and yet cither of thefe miftakes
often prove fatal to the mother or child, or both. But
fuppofe there were no other confideration but the pre-
fervation of the woman’s perfon; a circumftance of no
{mall importance with the fair fex ; yet that is inevitably
fpoiled, fo fureas a man-midwife, and confequently an

inftrument; comes near them; for they as certainly uic
them, as they prudently and cawtionfly conceal them,
according to Doctor Smellie’s particular advice.

When the parts have been once extended for the
convenience of the Door’s hand and forceps, they ne-
ver recover their former elafticity ; and if the woman
efcapes inward injuries that often terminate in ulcers
many years after, {he cannot efcape without rendering

her perfon lefs agreeable, if not totally difagreeable
to her hufband: For thefe people not only do
injury at the time of delivery, but frequently three
or four days after introduce their hand and arm
to perform the office known amongft themfelves by
the epithet of fweeping the womh! than which nothing
can-be a ftronger proof of the injury done the wo-
man’s perfon at her labour: for this a& of womb-
{fweeping cannot poflibly be performed on the perfon of

d woIlarn
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a woman who is delivered as {he ought, by that uner-
ring O/d Lady mentioned with fo much honour in the
Grit fheet of this letter ; and to this old lady I hope to
be the means of making known all the young and
amizble part of my fair countrywomen, who may be af-
iured that it is lefs indecent to read this-letter to every
man of their acquaintance in public, than to admit a male
midwite in private ; and thofe who are wife enough to
rely on what is here wrote, without any other view than
their happinefs, will find, by experience, that the author
is as much their friend, as he {eems to be an enemy to the
male midwives; which, in truth, isnot thecofey for, as
I {aid above, 1t 1s the praéfice, not the mieiz, that 1 mean
to exhibit ina proper, and confequently an od:ons light.

I cannot conclude, without drawing forth the fhn
from the tale of my former letter, Admgﬂ d 10 a yazmg
Ledy on ber Marriage, and levell'd at the Monthly and
Cr:tlcal Reviews; for tho the Critical Review nad the
prudence to {peak of that letterin the moft centemptuous
wav, the Monthly Review has had the candour to men-
tion it in a manner that did honour to both; and has
made his remarks with that cool and difpaflt ollﬂte judg-

ment, t}‘af‘ is incumbent on Reviewers. It is not whe-
ther téev thanfzzes approve or difapprove the fubjed
but to inform their readers fanlv and 1mpartlaaly with the
fubjedt and fubfiance of the periormance; yet thefe

critical
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erstical monthly Book Midwives (for. they murder biooks
for want of infant-practice) cannot confine their pens
within the bounds of decency, becaufe a letter is pub-
lifthed decrying a profeffion they were bred to, but by
which 'they cannot earn their bread ; and therefore were
obliged to lay afide the forceps for the pen, and endea-
vour to Jfcaop out the brains of grown gentlemen and
ladies who figure in print, inftead of reducing children’s
heads in their mother’s womb. However, to convince
you, Mefits. Critical Reviewers, that I am not very
angry with you, one word of friendly advice : It you are
really wife, and wifh well to your brethren of the faculty,
Jforget this indecent letter jn- your monthly catalogue ;
for in fpite of all you can fay as to the indecency of the
writér, or the incorre@ manner in which he writes, it
will have its weight among men of fenfe, and women of
virtue : And Iflatter myfelf that it will open the eyes
of a multitude of men, and women too, who never
confidered this matter as they 6ught; and determine
them to be fatisfied that Mrs. Draper, Mrs. Maddox,
and many other women, can do all that is neceffary to
be done, with decency and fafety ; and as the two firft

Perfonages in the kingdom have (when a crown was at
ftake) been content with the afliftance only of Goody
Nature, Goody Kennon, and Goody Draper, 1 hope to

I | o ee
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fee the Dav, when butter or fith women only, .will ven-
ture to fend for any of the male goodys: fo fuch peepls
as thefe, a taudrv chariot, and a ftill more taudry de&or,
with 2 black velvet coat, lined with pink fitk, ftopping
at their doors, muit be a matter of no {mall confequence d
Bur th'&t people of fathion fhould be amufed and ca_]ole;d
by {uch cxiernal trapping, 1s very amazing: but it is
W hat, [ am perfuaded, 1 {hall fee for the future confined
to that clafs of people only, who are void of ft‘:nfe ‘and

decencx.

P. 8. 1do{oiemnly affure the Critical Reviewers,'
that nelther my Msther nor Grandinother are Midwives;
that Cleffifbea is Ipelt accordmg to auricular orthographx :
2s T have no Italian didtionary near me; and ‘that” any
information they may be pleafed to give me of | my
mmmancal Errors - (of which I am confcious there iare

v} will be kindly taken; but Ienter a caveat agninft
a chargc of indecency, w1th0ut allowing me as much,

at leaft, as their friend Dr. Smellic.

F I N I S

E R R A T A
Page g. lins 12 delz and.  Page 10. line 5. for in read is.
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