1806 - THOMAS - Philadelphia Medical Museum V-2

An Account of a Cafe of Uterine Hemorrhage ; and the Delivery of
four Children at a Birth. By Dg. JosepH L. THOoMAs.

Quakertown, Bucks County, Fune 20th, 1805.

SiR,

HAVING obferved by perufing the Medical Mufeum,
your affiduity in collefting the moft efficacious modes of
treating difeafes, and all fuch important cafes as occur to
praltitioners, which would be ufeful, in improving the {cience
of medicine ; I am induced, from the general invitation given,
to communicate the following fingular cafe that occurred to
me, June 16th, 1803, merely to fhew the poffibility of na-
ture far excceding the narrow limits of mankind’s increafe by
one or two at a birth.

I was called upon to vifit Mrs. L——, of this county, being
then pregnant the fifth time; I found her in an extremely debi-
Jitated tate ; being reduced by a fevere flooding that had tak-
en place twenty-four hours before I came. It was firft occa-
fioned from aninjury fhe received eight days before, by a fudden
jolt, being almoft thrown from a horfe, which caufed immediate
pain in her back, and a flight hemorrhage from the uterus; but
on the 13th fhe was fo well recovered as to be enabled to walk
out to her hufband, working on the farm. It being a very
warm day, the heat, and the exertions and agitation of body
io walking, brought on a return of the complaint more fevere
than at firft. A midwife was called upon, and every mean
was ufed to check it, without effeét, until the perfon appeared
to be finking faft. On the 14th I found her fo reduced by the
lofs of blood, and the hemorrhage ftill coatinuing at each
flight pain, occafioned by the {mall beginning of the uterus to
contract ; with extremities cold, and the pulfe fcarcely perceiv-
able, as to make the cafe appear very doubtful.

I did not make any examination, being informed that fhe (by
het reckoning) was between her feventh and eighth month;
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56 Thomas’ Cafe of Uterine Hemorrbage.

and not obferving any certain {ymptoms of labour, and con-
fidering nothing forward of that kind, I thought it proper
to keep her in"the moft perfeét tranquillity poflible. T ogdered
warm flannels to the extremities ; at the fame time a bladder filled
with cold water, with fome crude fal ammoniac diffolved in it,
was applied to the pubes. Ithen gave her fmall and repeated dof-
es of pulv. ipecac. comp. defigning it as a gentle fudorific
anodyne, rendering the circulation more uniform and equable. -
In a fhort time all the alarming {fymptoms began to abate, and
fhe became compofed ; a gentle moifture and warmth were
felt over the extremities and fyftem in general ; the flight con-
traftions of the uterus moderated, and the hemorrhage almoft
ceafed. Ithen examined by touch, and found a fmall dilatation
of the orificium uteri, but nothing prefenting ; fhe remained
eafy and compofed ; all the {ymptoms were favourable in the
evening, and her ftrength gradually rcturnin;g, enabled her to
take at different times fome weak nourifhment.

It being a number of miles from the place where I live, I
was fearful that my returning home at that time might prove
unfavourable to the fafety of the womanj; expelting ghat if a
return of the complaint fhould take place, the life of the perfon
would be in imminent danger, if there fhould be no one prefent
to effeét a fpeedy delivery ; as I fufpected a partial feparauon of
the placenta to be the caufe.

I ftayed there during the night ; and next morning was awak-
ened by one of the perfons prefent, and informed that a return
of the flooding had taken place, and that fhe complained of
bearing down pains with regular intervals. - By the touch I
found the orificium uteri confiderably dilated, and a {mall por-
tion of the membranes prefenting ; I then proceeded to expe-
dite delivery as foon as poffible. The feet prefented, and by an
attempt they were brought down ; the contradtions of the ute-
rus then increafed ; and as foon as the child entered the paffage
completely, the hemorrhage ceafed, and fhe was delivered in
the ufual time required in fuch cafes. Having feparated the
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cord I found that the placenta could not be brought down by
gentle means, and the fize of the abdomen being very little di-
minithed, made me {ufpeét another child, and on examination I
difcovered that my apprehenfions were well founded : regular
labour-pains came on, and fhe was delivered of the fecond by
the feet. I ftill found that the bearing-down pains continued ;
and the placenta refifting being brought down, together with the
blecding of the cord, after the ufual time, and the fize of the
abdomen bat little diminithed, made me fufpet the third; fhe
was in a fhort time delivered of the third male by the feet pre-
{entation, (the three being attached to the one placenta), it then
came away without any difficulty. By the fize of the abdomen
there was reafon to fufpeét the fourth. She was, however, fo ex-
tremely reduced, as to make me fear for her fafety. Regular
pains foon recurred afrefh, which induced me to delay placing her
inbed. By examining I found the membranes of the fourth child
protruding, and the was delivered by a natural prefentation of a
female child with its placenta. The placenta to which the three
males were attached, was much larger than the other. The
four were born alive, but lived only a thort time. The maleg
appeared to be nearly of the fame fize; the girl was not fo
large as the three fons.

A perfon feeing them afterwards, was {o curious as to mea-
fore them, and found the largeft to be feventeen inches from
the top of the cranium to the foles of the feet,,

She was, from extreme debility, reftored to a moderate ftate
of health ; fhe became pregnant again, and was delivered of a -
male child in about fourteen months after the former fingular
cafe. The mother and child are in good health.

I am, fincerely,
Your well-wifher,.

JOSEPH L. THOMAS.
Dz. Joun Repman Coxs.
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