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On the Necessity and Imporiance of the Acconcheur's Prb-
Sesston ; by THomAS WaLes, Esq.

HAVING been in the practice of Midwifery thirty years,
I feel great interest i whatever relates to that impor-
tant branch of the medical profession ; of cour-e, the corres-
Bondcnce that copmmenged by Dr. Kinglake’s Remarks an
bstetric Practicg, and was successively carried on by
Mr. Wayte, Mr. Atkiason, Dr, Adams, Dr, Merriman; and
others, not only arrested my attention at that period, (Row
more thaa two {eam ago,) but left an impression which ¢an
never be entirely removed,

The point in guestiop was so ably discussed on the part o
those who maintained the necessit? of that brauch of the
frofession remaining in the hands of maleraccoycheurs, thrt

shall npt enter into it farther thaa to pbagryvs, that althongh
a great majority of labours may take place aud be happl;?
terminated without any necessary interference with the ef-
forts of patyre, yet { have never met with a female in any
rapk of life, who, hpving known the difference betweean the
assistance or supfxor; rendered by male and female praotj-
tioners in perfectly natural ¢ases, haye nat most unsqujyo-
cally declared in favour of the former : and, were the choice
left 19 the atte.nd.ing relations or neighbours, whose anxigty
©on these pccasions is jn proportion to the lack of efficient
assistance, I am confident they wonld, without any excep
tipn, urge the propriety of having a man-midwife. :

It must be very evident to the general reader, that Di.
Kinglake had never been in the habit of atteading women in
labour ; still, some of his remarks pre very judicious:~
#¢ Suitable delay and proper confidence in the resources of
nature, are powerfyl auxiligries in parturient dificulties.”
Again, * The pragtical mazim should be to wait sufficiently
long clearly to ascertain vhat the accustomed competency of
nature to the task is thwarted by either mechanical or phy-
siological obstacles imperiously requiring the ioterpasition
of art.”” One of your correspendents in No. 203, has related
the case of *¢ 3 lady aged 40, who bad bean attended by a
midwife, and was suffered to remain undelivered for at least
twentyafour hours after the ear of the child might be felt ;
and, or that space of time, the head had not moved nearer
the 0s externym: the paing bad now nearly ceased; pulse
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extremely weak ; and countenance ghastly, The operation
of embryotomy was performed in the presence of another
practitioner, as the only means of giving the patient the
smallest chance; in this way she was soon delivered of a
very large child. It was, however, too late, she expired the
following day.”

Your correspondent does not say, whether he had ascer-
tained that the child was dead previous to his operation ;
but I take for granted that was the case, as it is an axiom in
the practice of midwifery, that whenever an ear can be felt,
the forceps may be successfully applied. - Indeed, in the
same communication, he gives a reference to p. 161 of the
London Practice of Midwifery, which I will copy:—*¢ In a
consultation that was held in a case of this kind, it was
agreed, that nature certainly would be able to deliver the
woman ; she, therefore, was not interfered with. She did
deliver herself, but lost her life by it; and that at a time
when an ear was to be felt. This certainly was a case which
required the use of the forceps which would have delivered
“her with safety.”

I have a perfect recollection of the first case of midwifery
I ever attended, which was in the Store-street Lying-in
Hospital in the spring of 1788, being then a student and
-attending the lectures of Dr. Osborne and Mr. Clarke. I
was called in my turn to attend a young woman: it proved
to be a laborious case ; and, after betng confined to the
ward all night, and the greatest part of the following day, I
requested Mr. Clarke might be sent for, as I had feit an ear
for many hours, yet the head came no forwarder. That
gentleman soon arrived, and, finding the patient much ex-
hausted, declared it to be one of those labours that required
the use of forceps: they were applied, and the child was
brought into the world in a very few minutes alive, and
without the slightest injury. Since I bave been in practice,
I have been called to many such instances, where midwives
of very considerable experience have found it necessary to
send for a male-accoucheur. The forceps, in such cases,
are generally npl;)lied without difficulty, and, in careful
hands, always without injury to the mother or child. -

I have been led to these remarks by an occurrence that
has lately taken place in this town, which, however invi-
dious it may appear, I am called upon to state as a public
duty : in truth, it would have been transmitted two months
2go, but that a-legal opinion was requested to be had, and,
pending the ﬂrobahility of a suit at?aw, it was not thought
correct to publish a case which might eventually have it;ne
before a jury. The busband, however, appears to have
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been frightened iato submission to the event, (not being in
circumstances to seek redress,) and the ebjection is, for the
present, removed.

The case I am about to relate has, I think, no parallel,—
even that alluded to io No. 108, p. 178, by Dr. Boys, man-
midwife to the Westminster General Dispensary, which led
to a capital indictment, differs materially : in the latter, the
mother fell a sacrifice to a positive act of the agcoucheur;
whilst, in the former, every assistance that is used in all
common cases of difficulty was unfeelingly and pertinaciously
(I will not say ignorantly) withheld.

Case.—Sarah Bennet, n.%ed 42, wife of Thomas Bennet, a
carpenter, being, as she believed, at her full time, was taken
with symptoms that denoted the approach of labour, on
Saturday, February the 7th. The pains, though incousi-
derable, were sufhicient to convince her female neighbours
that such was her situation. The usual appearance of a
mucous discharge had also taken place, but, as the pains did
not follow quickly, the accoucheur was not called till Tues-
day the 10th,

On this day, the pains became very strong, and the mem.
branes giving way, there was every prospect of her being
delivered in a few hours ; indeed, the liquor amnii escapiog
in small quantities with every pain, the women about her
continunﬁy cheered her with that hope. Her medical aut-
tendant, however, without examining her, or, as is generally
expressed, taking a pain, pronounced her to be not ia lg-
bour,.and left ber immediately ; but ordered some medicine,
declaring it was an illness that required it.

On Wednesday the 1)th, be called again, and then did
examine; but, on this day, the pains were not so strong,
the patient beipg much exbausted by the vialence and con-
tinuance of pain the day before. He still pronounced it not
to be labour, and left her after a few minutes, sending a
fresh supply of medicine. After this day, Mrs. B. neves
felt the cEilZl, but continned night and day to have regulac
pains; and the remaining part of that week was passed in
a state only to be described by the attendants.

The liquor amnii, and other discharges, had now (15th)
obtgined a very disagreeable fcetor, and she became an object
loathsome to herself and those about her: had been visited
every day by the accoucheur, and had a daily supply of
medicine, but was never free from pain half an hour, so that
she arose from her bed ouly to be refreshed .by a change of
position. The cloths were frequently shown to the practi-
tioner, and every hope was expressed by the attendants thas
he would assist the suffering and apparently sinking patient,
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" - 'This dcéme continned till Toesday the 19th, when Nature
aghin made great éfforts to relieve herself of her burthen.
On this day, r and most respectable persons, hearin
brer situation, called to see her, and assured her of their firm
beélief that she might soon be delivered with the assistance
of her medical attendant, and accordingly advised his being
sent for. He tdme at the sumhmons, but declined any exa.
hiihation, saying to the patient, ¢¢ You will do very well ;
but, perhaps, it may be another day or two before yout
¢hild be born :** and left brer as usual. After thiv day, her
appearance became ghastly and truly distressing; hothi
stayed on her stomach, heither nourishinent not medicine,
On Wednesday the t2th, the pains became weaker. On
Thursday the 19th, hiccup and vomiting alternated with
regular paing, bue still weaker. On Friday the eoth, she
Appeared to thuse about her to be sinking fast: eonvuhdons
taie on towards the évening, and the practitioner was re-
quested to see hét; this was bétween ten and eleven at
night; she was now in strong ¢ohvulsions, and did not reco.
ver her senses in the intervals: still no examination took
place, nor was any step taken to relieve her; and, notwith-
standing the earrust solicitations of the attendants, he réfused
to remain with the patient, and left her, ordering a blistes
to be applied to herback. A physician from Margate, upon
a visit In the town, tras present at this interview § and, 1t is
asserted in a printed paper, that renders this publication ne-
vessary, that he sanétioned the practice—Credat Juthess,
Her friends only witnessed a whispering that took place,
but can speak to nothing farther. -

Oh Baturday miorning, (the €1st,) between seven and
eight o’c¢lock, being no longer able to bedr the distressing
scebe, and believing the wotnan to be dying, one of the pers
sons in attendance caime to my house (which is not more
than fifty or sixty yards distant) and requested I would go
with her and render my assistance. I found the poor creas
ture convulsed and totally insensible, antd had reason to ap-«
prehend she would not survive even a few minutes. I ine
stantly dispatched a messenger for the forceps, having ascers
tained the head to be not otly low down in the pelvis, but
that the tutnour in perinteo was very prominent: they were
applied without any difficulty, and a full sized dead child
was brought into the wotld in about ten minutes. The conw
vultions immedidtely ceased, and the attendants imagined
the danger to be all over; but, 1 regret t0 say, the woman
never recovered her senses, although she survived nearly
forty-eight hours,

{s.1s the subatance of a case unpatalieled, one would



hops, in the annals of midwifery: the particalars could have
been more fully related from the evidence of the women who
were present, all of whom agree in every circumatance thas
is material to a faithful relation of the transaction,

I shall make no other comments for the present on this
melancholy business farther than to state my firm belief,
that, for tﬁe last four days of the labour, the was wall
into the pelvis, and the perineum in a state of distension ;
for, from Tuesday the 17th, the patient could not sit upon.
her seat, but supported herself by resting the sacrum on the
edge of a chair, with her hands placed behind her. Iam
also warranted in advancing this opinion from the state of
the soft parts, which, with some remarks on the urinary biad-
der, will be the subject of ariother communication. s

I understand from the accoucheur® himself, that he means.
to justify the whole of the proceeding in a reply to this
statement ; of course, it is expected the editor' will have no
hesitation in giving it a place in the next Nuwmber of the
London Medical and Physical Journal,

Downham, Norfolk ;

May 11, 1818.





