THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, May 5, 1827,

———

Tre following thing, we know not what
else to call it, was published in The Thnes

of Tuesday last; the reader is requested to | P%°

peruse it with particular attention :—

o HIS MAJESTY'E JUDGES, CORONERS,
AKD JUSTICES OF THE FEACK,

My Lords and Gentleman ——Some months
gince I addressad a lettar, through tha me-
divm of this paper, to the King's Seeratary
for the Home ]gcpartmr:nt, to egution him
against the worldly designs and the injo-
nious practices of men-midwives ; and, if |
am rightly informed, those statements have
been well received by all the disinterested
and respectable members of the medical
profession. It war to be expected that
teachers of man-midwifery, and their ad-
herents, who regard the healing art chiefly
for its profits, would become outragecus
spainst the persons who expose their dis-
honourable vocation, and sccordingly they
have been liberal in abuse of them, and loud
in the praise of their ** Bisna of the Ephe-
giana ;" but fow sensible men calculated
upon & by-iotrigue to persuade the public
thiet the birth of mankind ouzht to he con-
sidered a surgical operation ; yet, this ab-
surdity actuslly disgraces the printed circo-
‘Yars of & College which possesses the um-
employed means for taking the highest sta-
tion in Furope. It is my firm conviction,

“that the establishment snd the further pre-
valence of man-midwifery, sanctioned as a
branch of surgery, would compromise the
Jjustice of the country, by exposing the livea
of ¢hild-bed women and infants to mony dan-
gerous and unnecessary secret operations.
Under this impression, I shonld be passively
dishonest, if I were to neglect the severe
duty of msserting my professional thoughts.
Havring devoted &3 much time to the study
of the elementary sciences which constitote
the only safe foundation for the healing art,
as any of my contemporaries; and having,
from long-continued meditation and from
experience, endeovoured to distingnish the
means which help, smd those which are
Lugrful, ia the perilous besiness of BUTEETY,
I am free to confees that I view the opera-
tions of men-midwives as the most uncer-
tain and the most violent of sargical enter-
priges. In common with many of the best
informed physiclogists, 1 regard the birth

of the bumad race a3 & porely natursb-pro-

cess, moat wisely and suficiently seeured
by the unerring ordinativas of Providenoe ;
and | am professionally aesured, that it is
always mischievoos to tamper with preg-
nant women, under the pretencesof hosten-
ing, easing, or retarding the most portentous
and delicnte work of the creation, Man-
midwives allege that their interference ia
* m consequence of civilization which de-
praves the natural habits of women,’ for-
petting the notoriety of a law to compel
r uemarried femates to disclose their
condition, becanse the known frequency of
ita concealmeut leads to & capitol crime;
while among the highly-eivilized sud nwm-
berless ladies and women of China and the
Fast Indies, they universally employ ordi-
pary matrons in the sanctuary of child-birth,
and would revolt with borror from any pro-
posal to admit the presence of a man. That
edocated men should submit to be asso-
cinted with nurses and goseips, for whole
days snd nights, merely to wait the hu-
milisting events of partunition, is contrary
to decency and tommon sense ; man-mid-
wives, therefore, tesch their disciples to
assume directorisl offices, and to be curi-
ously or officiously meddling, under yaricus
pretences, by which the terrified sud shocked
distressed object is rendered ohedicat ; u_:d
when the operstor’s patience begine to fail,
or his predictioms sre at famlt, he Tushes
into the perilons adventare of osing hia con-
jectural desperate art; and 1 coofidently

lieve that the increasing momber of
deaths to mothers shd infants, a8 well as the
pretended difficulties in midwifery, e
mainly, if not eltogether, imputsble to wach
undue or improper mterference. When-
ever a degree of vielence demperous to the
lifs of parent or child is meditated, tha
moral propriety of it should be confided to
hysicians or hospital sargeons of enlarged
intellect, My present purpose is, there-
fore, to aweken the attemtion of the legal
aathorities of this hingdom, snd to prepare
them for deeds which must arouss the in-
dignetion of parties who may saffer from
the audacity of yonog sdventurers in surgi-
cel midwifery. Ewen before this imnova-
tigm, it cannot be denied that meny vash sur-
geons have been hurried by vemity, or from
pecuniary mecessity, urged to peck prema.
ture vulgar farme by attempting wnjustiffable
operations, trusting that futel resvits woudd
be bushed fur the seke of the churarter of
the profession ; and my own déxperience in
s metropolitan general hoapital, where every
medical officer is kept n'wheck by rivals,
bas induced me to okt consultations
in the presemce of all i stedents, in order
to prevent questi¢uable splevpriocs. Ifsuch
precantion is needfal i public practiee,
what secarity cen'we ¥ad-in the privacy of
B lying-in room, where often none but iguo-
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yant women are present, snd where surgical
acts of violence may be passed over without
inquiry T The public ars not awara that the
gelf-constituted teachers of what is now
termed * The Obstetric Art sod Scionce,”
arg not any of them general hospital sur-
geons, or hospital physicians, and their as-
sumed authority to dictate to surgeons’
pupils the terms on which they may commit
irremediable injuries to women, or de-
struction to infants, are not sinctioned by
law. 1 do not announge these alarming
statements unedvisedly, but from sericus
apprehensions, awakened by the flippancy
with which mon-midwives write and speak
of sacrificing n ehild, or wounding the
vital parts of o mother, I am aware
that the best provided judgment may err,
aud that there is necessarily mush obscurity
in the evidence required to decide whether
an infant be living or dead during many
stazes of partorition ; for I bave witnessed
a fatal mistake of this kind uoder the Luudy
of one of the best informed teachera and
practitioners of midwifery, it being dis-
covered, when too late, that the sacrificed
infant was alive; and the presumed defor-
mity of the mother, which was alleged as
the justification, was equally disproved, by
her bearing five children afterwards withoot
the help of art or surgical instruments.  If,
therefore, the ]'li:__f]u'sl‘. anthorities in man-
midwifery are linble to such fatal mistakes,
what frightful conscquence may we not an-
ticipate from a Lalf-privileged class of young
surgical adventurers? T'he wise laws of our
country are most tenacious shout the pro-
tection of human life, and your Lordships,
the Corouers, aud Magistrates, ure properl

jealous of any sercening evidenee intende

to gloss over zets of atrocity. 1, therefore,
most respeotfully submit, that whenever|
cages of vislent death ovcur to mother or
infant, from the use of surpical instruments
or surgical hands, a coroner’s inquest should
be holdexn, and if sufficient proofs are addoged
of hasty violence, or of rashness, the affair
should ba investigated before a jury, and a
chief reliance placed upon the opinions of
gome grave disinterested physician, or ex-
perienced hospital surgeon, thev being per-
sons the best qualificd to understand the
intricate hinges of life or death, wed to
determine how far it may be ever expedicnt
under given circumslauces, to Lezord the
life of a mother or that of lier progeuy. IF,
however (as I professionally believe), those
terrible vialences are very Iﬂru!_’f jn-.#.'l[ﬁu]-!m
and thot experienced mutrons are the com-
petent and most proper assistants to lying-in
women, it only remains tosuggest a remedy
for the homiliations, indecencies, and mig-
chiefs, which attend surgical male mid-
wifery. I, therefore, now propose, the

restoration of the practice of midwifery to

W

females; beginning with the introdoction of
the wives, widows, or femele kindred, of
medical practiticners, by which every sur-
geon or apothecary may secore his femala
patients against the inroads of hia compe-
titors, and establish a respectable main-
tenance for such female, in the event of his
permature deatli, while liia consequent [ree-
dom from unnecessary confinement smong
gossipa will allow him more tima to follow
Lis proper vocations.

Te avert one probable “ohjection sgainst
the inmediate practicability of instructing a
sufficient number of women to become mid-
wives, 1 have to notify that there is e Lying-
in Hospital situate in Brownlow-street,
Long Acre, where females are taught mid-
wifery; butif, from the inattention of the
Governors or throogh the craft of man-mid-
wives, this design is perverted, then the
Governors or the Court of Chancery ought

to rectify such sbuses.
My Lords and Gentlemen,
your ohedient aervant,

Astnosy Cartisre”’
t, Langham-place, April 23.

It is certuinly desirable that all subjects
connected with ecience ghould be discussed
in the ¢alm wnd dignified language of philo-
sophy ; hat whon an insignifieant portion of
argument iz made the vehicle of en owar-
whelming quantity of abuse, and the most
horrid imputatione on the characters, pro-
fessiona! end private, of a most nseful and
meritorious class of gentlemen, moderation
in repelling the atrocions sttack wonld be
sacrifice of principle ; and tameness, negative
criminality. ‘Without hesitation, then, we
dencunce the above thing a8 & moat ville-
nous and unfounded calumny, not only on
the professional character of GESERAL
Practitionens, but also on the moral re-
potation of the ladies of England. We 'etn
scarcely believe that it is not a forgery; for
wlho can imagine that any man possessing
common sense, and some professional repu-
tation, should avow bimself as the anthor of
such unheard of lies, and such an noparal-
leled attack on the rights and privileges of
his professional brethren. We really feel
too indignant to enter at this time npon any
gerious discuasion of the subject
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T the Editor of Tue Laxcer.

Ix your lagt Number there is a copy of &
second lotter, whiel has been published in
the Times newspaper, and sigued ** Anthony
Carlisle,” containing many coarse insinua-
tions against the practitioners of midwifery ;
and, #s one of thatbady, 1 feel ealled tpon
to make a few observations upon it. Why
the enrazed Kuight should direct lia spear
against this poarticular class of the profes-
sion, and accuse them of ** wordly designs,”
und of ¢ regarding the healing art chiefly
for its profits,” 1 nm at & loss to conceive.,
Why aze not we, in common with those who
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practisa the other departments of the pro-
fession, to expect a remunerstion for our
days of anxiety, and nights of toil T But will
auy man of common veracity and common
gense say, that the former does by any means
compensate for the latter? I can from ex-
perience affirm that it does not; that no
i profit’”’ (taking this word as I suppose the
suthor of the letter means it, in a pecuniary
point of view,) is o suficient recompense for
the intense degree of enxiety which must
be felt by every practitioner whilst conduct-
ing his patient through the perils of o dan-
gerous labour. IF & men wishes to practize
his profession * chiefly for its profits,” I
would strengly advise him to relinquish this
branch, snd turn his attention to some other,
for 1 can assure him it is pot & bed of roses,
But before 1 go farther, the following ques-
tions natorally arise : Who ia this man? Js
Le competent to give an opinionon this sub-
ject? Has Le studied it? If not, be has
no right to obtrude his *¢ professional
thoughts” upon the public, and still less
right (if possible} hos he to mske those
* thoughts"' the vebicle for malicious ioai-
nuations, alanderpus shuse, and most abo-
minable and false imputations, upon & body
of men whose choracters would suffer no-
thing from being brought into competition
with thet of the redoubtable Knight him-
selt.

Now it happens, as I am infermed, {for of
bim and bis professional feats 1 know no-
thing,) that the asthor of this most extraor-
dinary letter belongs to the privileged class
of Hoaprtar Suncrows; men who are pre-
cluded by their regulations, from citaining
s knowledge of the cbatetric art, and there.
fore men of all others the most unfit to give
at opinion upon the subject ; and yet it is to
them, forsocth, that recourss ia to be had
when cases of real difficulty occur: by the
by, this admission of the puaaihilit:,* of such
difficulty, falsifiez one of his assertions, and
& very principal one too, viz. * That the
birth of mgnkind is a purely naturel pro-
cess, most wisely mod sufficiently secured by
the unerring ordinations of Providence.” His
o lonqncuuﬁuued weditation and expe-
rience’’ vught to have taught him, thatin
the present artificial state of society, many
are the causes, both physical end moral,
that tend to interfere with his ** purely na-
turel process,’’ often converting it into one
of dificulty, and not uonfrequently into one
of donger ; and in & cose of this kind, would
any one in his senses request the assistance
of this Knight, althougl in his own estima-
tion he may be an “ Hospital Surgeon of
EXLARGED INTELLECT,” whilst thers is a
Blundell, o Goocl, or o Clarke, to be had ¥
Auny person who has been brought into con-
tact with these gentlemen, can a:m.Er]_',l tes-
tify that men of ** enlorged intellect” are to

SIR A. CARLISLE AND MAN.MIDWIFERY.

be found, even withont the precincts of
hospital. :

Con a man upacquainted with the natoral
mevements of any piece of mechapiam, be
expected to remedy it when defeetive T and
if he cannot &0 wct in incvimate machioery,
bow can he, in that most complex of all
machines, the livinlg body? How then can
any one ignorant of natursl lebour, (and ig-
norant he must be, if not allowed to practise
in ordinery cases of midwifery,) be dxpect-
ed even to give an opinion whether nature re-
?uire: asmstance, much less to interfere,
or the purpose of rendering it?! The trath
is s0 obvious, thet I trust " all the re-
spectabla and disinterested membersof the
profession” will need no further elucida-
tion.

It is aleo stated, that ** men-midwives
teach their disciples to assume direclional
offices, and to be curisusly snd officiousl
meddling under various pretences, by whicg
the terrified and shocked distreised ohject is
rendered cbedient.”” The ebove sentence
most have been written in a temporary fit
of insanity, for no man possessed of reason
would have committed bimself by utterin
mch a 'lnl able falsehood. Terrified an
shocked ! ';n a former effusion of bis ** pro-
feasional thoughts,” by this same scribbler,
did Le not complain of the ** unbounded in-
flusnce” which tle accoucheur possessed
in the family? (it is true this influence
might render unnecessary the attendance of
on hospital surgeon.) Now I kmow mnot
whetler the worthy Knight is in 2 state of
single blessedness or mot; but whether
{ married or single, he oughtto know, that
to terrify, shock, and disgres the most in-
teresting branch of the fomily, wosnot a
very likely way of obtasining their comfi.
dence and esteem, 5o us to enable him to ex-
ercige this unbounded influence over it. He
wishies to know what security we have
against ** surgical acts of violence,” being
performed in the * privecy” of s lying-in
reom? Talk about privacy, indeed! I say,
that in no place is thera less resl * privecy”
thon in & parturient room,—mnone where t
scts of the practilioner are more severely
commented upon; he is judged chiefly by
the resnft, and if the cese terminates onfa-
vourably, wo be to his character, if he
cannot bring forward o satisfactory expla-
nation of Lis mode of conduet, A men bad
much better select the theatrs of an hospi-
tol, if lie wishes to engoge in ** questionable
enterprizes,” then a lying-inn room. But
what right has he to assert that this will ba
the case, or that women snd children will
be subject to '* many unnecessary and se-
eret operations 7' Why are we to ba brand-
ed with this charge, without even the sha-
dow of evidence to support it? I sup--
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poss this ia amother of his ** professional
thoughts;"” but let me advise him not to
give vent to them, if by so doing be is to
sligmaties, to say tha least of it, & very re-
spectable port of the medicel profession,
He backs, it is true, one of his assertions,
by ths puerila aceusation, that he once knew
& celebrated accoucheur mistaken in his
opinion with regard to the life of a child.
Indesd! and Jid be never know an hospital
surgeod mistaken in bis opinion? Amnd did
it never enter his wise bead to transfer all
hospital sargery into the hands of females
on this eceount? He states, in reference to
this casge, that the *° presumed deformity"”
was disproved by the woman's bearing five
living children afterwards ; now I say that
thia circumstonce in itself does by no means
militate againat the propriety of performing
the operation in the frst iostance. The
state of the Boft parts of the mother are
different at one time to what they are at
:l;oshet, es is also the size of the child's
n L[]

The anthor of the letter is evidently much
piqued at & late regulation of the lioyal
College of Surgeons, for by it they clearly
menifest their opinion, that regolarly and

roperly edocated male practitioners are
ess likely ** tor tamper with pregnant wo-
men, under the pretence of hostening, eas-
iog, or retarding the most portentous and
delicate work of the creation,” thon g sat
of ignorant and officious women. In com-
mon gratitude, however, these females ought
tohold a public mesting, and to pass a vote
of thanks upon the individual who bas mode
useof snch exertions in their cause, although
it appeors to have been a forlorn lope;
they ought also to come to an unanimouns
resolotion of applying to him, and him alone,
whenever in cases of difficulty they require
the assistance of &n ** ROYFITAL SVNGEOW
or gnpaRcED NTELLECT.'' ‘Fhe reiterated
chorge of indecency is almost too frivolous
to be noticed ; are there not many opera-
tions of surgery much more revolting to- the
tender feelings of a delicate fomale, to which,
nevertheless, for the sake of her heolth, she
is obliged to sobmit? and yet who ever
heard of teaching females to perform them?
I fear I have trespassed too long upen your
patience, and must therefore abruptly con-
clade.

Remainkg youra, &,

Croantes WaLrer,

Alderszate-street, May 7, 1827,
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Canristy, in his frat letter to Mr, Pser,
says, ‘* If, however, the greediness of a
few individusls slould cxpose this snbject
{man-midwifery) to free discossion, and the
jadgment of married men and modest women
should be copiously awakened, perhaps the
general custom of employing women may ba
again resotted to ;" and fn bis second let-
ter, this disgusting egotist submits the fol-
lowing proposition :—* I, therefore, now
propose the restoration of the practice of
midwifery to females, baginning with the
introduction of the wiver, wideos, m'f:ma!l
kindred of medical practitioners,” Hence, ae-
cording to his own showing, he recommends
that the wives, widows, and female kindred
of medical men should addict themselves to
“ a degradivg vocation,” a ** dishonourable
vocation ;"' that they be * associated with
nurseas and gossips for whole days and
nights,” ® ® ® & & & iy 5 lying-in room,
where often none but ignorant women are
present.” ’

If the GevwEral Paactitioxens of the
British empire, previously to the publica-
tion of this proposal, were ignorant of the
opinion entertained of them by the Huspital
Surgeens of London, they cannot be so now.
Sir Anthony confesses, indeed, that he has
not written ** unadvisedly,” which implies,
wa presume, that his ]Ietters have hesn
sanctioned by his colleagues with *' en-
larged intellect.” Ome would have sup-
posed that Catlisle could have commauni-
eated his ' professional thouzhta™ to Mr.
Peel without mixing them up with charges
of the most horrible description, and sug-
geations of the most inenlting character, ap-
pertaining to the professionul avocations of
GENERAL prAcTITIONERS and their wives.
Pray who are the wives of general practi-
Whot why, the daughters of
the most respectable, the most wealthy,
and iudependent gentlemen ond merchants

tioners 1
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of England ; ladies who, in no single cir-
cumstance, are inferior to the ‘" wives,
widows, and female relatives,” of the ig-
noramt, cnqneihd,mnlignam,— lying, insult-
ing, boasting, hospital surgeons of this
metropntis, If Carlisle had made 1t the
chief object of his life to accomplish the
degradation of gemeral practitioners, be
could not more completely execute his
task than in the sdoption of Lis proposal.
The wife, quoth this benighted oyster, “ may
thus secure his female patients ngoinst the
inroads of his competitors, and establish a
respectable maintensnce for such females ;"
so that we are to believe, first, that the
talents of the general practitioner are mot
a sufficient security agaiost the ioroads of
competitors ; snd, secondly, thot he is in-
capable of procuring for his wife those com-
forts which, from her station in society,
she requires; two inferences so truly io-
sulting to the feelings of this class of gentle-
men, that it is with poin we commit them
to paper, although for the purpose of expo-
sure ood refutation. JIo this country, and
we are delighted that it should be so, it is
considered that nothing beapeaks waunt of
talent, want of energy, want of induoatry,
want of & correct wnd honourable spirit,
more decidedly, then for & man to require
from Lis wife the execution of any portion
of labour o8 & necessary adjunct to bhis
support, and we believe thisfeeling pervades
even the inferior gradesof tradesmen ; what,
amongst such people, is thought to be more
reproachful than to say of  man that his wife
supports, or half supports, bia family ; yet to
this disreputable condition would Carlisle
reduce the peneral practitioner! and thus
reader him a bankrupt in character, as well
ae in pocket, whilst his wife spd femele
relatives would be excluded from oll re-
spectable society, through fellowing a ** de-
grading end dishonourable vocation.” Ob
that thera were

 in every honest band & whip,
To losh the 1oscal naked through the
world."”
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! Br,—T shall not make you any apo-
|logy, for considering yvou the author of a
pamplilet on the same subject ns that to
which you allude in your letters in The
Times, And az cvery person who volun-
teers his services for the benefit of the
| public, must be desirons of knowing how
”:{3 laboura are received, 1 take leave, as
| one of that public, to inform you, that, in my
opinion, it any printed document ever de-
(served the eontempt and detestation of a
whaole nation, yours, Sir Anthony, may salely
be produced ssncloim for the veward. An
individual who attempts in any manner to
Noosen the bonds of society, by destroying
‘the confidence that should zubsist between
man omd mon, may very eosily secure to
himsell 2 notoriety that none but the worth-
less will envyv.  If, Sir, you reallv are the
writer of that pamphlet, which thia letter
supposes you to be, by imputing the hasest
I1:|-f' motives to the actions of other men, do
| you not clearly demonstrate those by which
your own has been requlated ! For 1 cou-
isider that the motives of any man, or any
{get of men, cannot be judged of correctly,
but by the consideration that the same mo-
| tives would have influenced my own conduet
under similar circomstonces. I do not” hold
it to be impossible for a bad man to he in-
capable of performing o gond action, nor for
a good man not to commit 4 bad action, and
t1 offer you the benesit of this doctrine ; but
i badl netion, let the motive he what it may,
should alwayvs be marked with the strangest
censure, in order to deter athers from fol.
Howing the example, A5 1 have not the
hapniness to be associated with voo sl pra-
sent, 1 slindl not, stoce the T:rmmll}:ntiﬂn of
your opisions, be over solicitous th obitkin
the oneur of your society 5 from the rank
hewever which you hold in that seciety, and
a3 ** the generality of monkiod are patorally
wenk and eredulons,” the influence of voir
apinions, it not properly seeutinised, might
he preater than if you were plain My, Cor-

| lisle, and had not knelt for o knighthood.
Taking it, as ¥ou i, For F‘Tnntcc!, o Thnd
tLe preservation of meral purity in womnan ig
intrmsically good ; thatit greatly contributes
| to.their own happiness, and not less a0 to
j thut of men." how does it happon, Sir An-
i thouy, that those men who profess what you
{term the most nohle of srieweces, the syr-
| mical snd medical, and whe © ore assimiluted
witli the Crenter more thim any otlier men,”
should be the first, according to your secdunt
of the watter, to dishanour their Crentor !
And to be so forgetiul of thiemselves, anto
become the destroyers of their own happi-
ness; by corrupling the purity of women?
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Granking, toa, that womdn oo employed
mops genernlly.than at present i the-prace
tica of midwifery, wrbuld #.eknie tibe con.
aidersd a bramclk of-*5 ihose nobls sciences,’
whilo.ghe pid of,a Lospssl. an b ba
sogpelipas, ragqeized 1 - - adielt nok dwell on
the. apsuydity. af ‘woimen: being ' meinsiveiy
amployed i the manspemant of aoy bisd-
oA, Uy npoat difficult eed s pbriant part of
which i te bo.condected by menof * an-
largod intellect,' whe, o cdder to prasesve
tha purity of wemen, mimst dexive 4he know-
ledge required fov that business by iuspirs-
tion, or some such sapernatural mesns §.nor
shall I paint you 'put, Sir Aathony, e the
brightost example of & howpitsl surgetm, -if
bre is 10 be eslectedl for his eolexged mtel-
lect. Wlhen the preciios of midwifery was
ig tbe hands of fsmelod, they ms well ua-
derstood hivw to break the '* intricute luioges
of life and death,” as any ** grave dizmie-
rested physicisn, or .expatiencad hospital
aurgeon.”’ = . -
Butde you really balieve, 8ir, that the
corruption of the makuess of women is in
any dagreecocasionsd by the smployment of
#wan.asmidwives? You know thal mwny
othey thisgein this luxprious ape, tend to
produce. that eifect, witkowt the assistance
of necouchaurs. And bew the momlsof our
wives, widowa, daughters, asd oieces, are|
to--bs improved by followiog the business of |
midwifery, [ am quite at o lose 20 eonjesture.,
Lam equally at.aloss W imagine, why it
wia Recessary - te pa #o, fax se Chion for wo
exgwple of the deliosey of women. In the
reign of Charles 15, when it was predieted
that thawarld (oo the merhl world, s in
the prasent . inptances) was-sbout 2o be da-
staowedy ghe Duchess .of- Fectrmoutl: ob-
sprvedy “tthatshe wonld gote Eldne.!  If
thia malter were y exsmpued, Lin-
clive to think that U hice wosld notsexrayour
turn, Sir Aothony,. any mére than it would
that of the Pyehess of Fortimowlh. You
are fond of resding, | am informed, siiy
befote delivering 8 Hunterian orstion, and
you might have rexd that the Roman ledies,
wha, according to some of the Labin writern,
were remarkable for the purity of their man-
ner, did pot employ.mes in the bosiness of
mir]w:'ﬁ!ry. An ththh{d.iu, too, had not
tha sdvantage of 8 modetn’ education, print.
ed beoks, nore Corhiale to-tench them bow
to supprem khedr prasioss - YWhad you-write
egmian y Sir Amthosy 4 showdd sdriee pom-to
make yourself acquainted with veur subpel
~~at lenatia Uscory | batdo 2ot be smbicioas
af abtadning thre charecter of & morside. -
You mey.cbeerre thad; aw this detben,- 1
bave. atlempted so shew whe wesknesw of
your. argumanty ko ey - futere .commuti-
calions, -shoukd thay. becoms nocessaty,. |
will .epdesvoun te.prave she. fallacy. of yous

AND MR EAN

v bk i mdpenaia qroodrpiindeecis gt g
iy, ol T} prOMp 8 mtmm-um
Thens Deegmebrigiam eof Pibfela ery . J.t..hjﬂ'hﬁr.'i‘].
dratiticiteos ol Jest, B ey W der
Drowd +—at 48 tor tie -Dres wisiel seshe dbe
pital durgeons are sndesvouring, by .=l
menos ih thelr powern,. to mesopolece atrd
withhold. L rewmning yaurs,

May 23, 1327, A Ennudnz?,. :

.5 As the Pamplltel wlhish T have af-
tributed to ydu is asbaymots, the.swthor' of
this letter will remaln dokuvown until that
work is acknowledged, and not any longer.

GORGISTNT Iy £ -+~ thad: it rda ' thre e réeedd



8IR A. CARLISLE,~

To the Editor .of Tre Laxcer.

8ir,—Nothing is more indicative of a
vitisted mind, then  disposition to suspect
vice whers none existe. A man, with sueh '
a mind, is like ooe locking at am.chpett
throazh = coloured medium, which tinges
every thing with its owm peculiar hue, while
he supposes that to be icherent in the ob-
ject, which in faet resides in the vitimted
medivm through which he views it. That
Sir A. Carlisle has shown great penetration
in detecling vice, where it was never bafore
suspected to exist, is certmn.  Whether ha
deserve cur pity or our admiretion for this
great power is for the public to decide.

Sir A. Carlisle has aitempted, in s latter
to the public on the practice of midwifery,
to brand a large and highly respectable
body with the mark of infamy—Ilet bim be
careful lest he burn himself. He does not
gllow that body to be even respeoteble, for
Le says, wil the * disinterested and respect-
ablz membera of the profession,” consider
his sssertions justifiable, Ome would snp-
pose no man would be bold enough thus to
decry a large and intellipent portion of the
community, without some faots to sopport
his assertions; yet such is the case. He
does not bring forward m single fact to jus-
tify their condemnation, but is contented
with making assertions of the most gross,
insolent, and onfounded kind. 1f he boad
been scquainted with any fucts that would.
Liave supported his assertions, is it probabla
that he would bave withheld them >—Cez-
tainly not. He hLimaelf tells us, that where
there ia the slightest possible doubt respsaat-
ing & female’sdeath in parturition, he would
have the medical attendant drapgged a8 &
culprit before the tribunala of his country.
A man who wonld requirﬂ thia, on mera
gurmise, ia not likely to withhold facts from
delicacy of feeling, especially if his senss
of duty were ae strong as Sir A. Carlisle’s ;
for bis zense of public duty is so:strong,
that it alone induces him to celumniate nioe-
tenths of his professional bretbres. But
does not his own paper prove, thet the love
of duty is strongly seconded by the love of
gold? Does he oot propose to throw this
degrading, this disgusting, this demoraiis-
iug practice into the honds of Lis owa body
—the hoapitsl surgeons! [Men who pride
themselves on knowing nething of the suhjeet [ 11
How are thesa chiaste beings to ovoid the
demoralising effects of sueh practice ? Had
bis cere for the morals and respectability of
his own clan been equal to'Lhe anxiety he,
feels for the general practitioner; or, in
tiyth, Led he conscientiougly believed the,
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ractice of midwifery to be as degrading as! would - reprasemt them, bat, on the other

gn represents it, would he have introduced
it into the sanctum sanctorum of the profes-
gion? No; he would have done his utmost
to have kept that clear of it. But he wishes
to imtroduce hospital surgeons to ibe prac-
ticg of midwifery, in consequence of thair
being better qualified to decide on the pro-
pricty of operations. This caooot be in
einsequence of their knowing more of the
gubject, because they pride themselvea on
being ignorant of it. We might Lave con-
cluded, that it arose from their bigher sense
of honour and responsibility, but Sir A. Car-
lisle tells us, they tmve nooe of that feel-
ing; on the contrary, in the hospitels io
which he has had experience, it bas bean
necessary for the consultations to be held
“ in the pregence of all the studeats, to
prevent'” these HosriTAL AURGEONE from
being guilty of ** questionable enterprises.”
Yet thess are the men whom he considers
better quelified to practise midwifery than
the general pracutioner. Let ue hope they
ere not o bad as lie representa them. But
we canngt be surprised, if lLe thus trents
his own immediate companione, whom he
knows, that lie shouid vilify the general
practitioner, whom lLie knows not.

Sir. A. Catlisle is very anxious to cast re.
flections on the female attendants of alying-
in-room—defining them ** nurses and goa-
sips"'—forgetting thot thoze females are
generally chosen from the particular friends
of tbe individual. The mother, sister, or
friend of Ler youth, being generally selected
to sitend upon ber, on this trying occusion.
Than, isit oot an insult to British females,
to aasart, thet it is humiliating to & man of
edacation, to sseocigte with these whom
they consider their best and moat enlight-
ened friends ? Ls it not still more insulting,
to.auppose that such females would counte-
nanca the vice ond demoralising trons-
sctigms that he supposes to take place in
the lying-in-room?

.. But, for a moment suppose that partu-
rition is always an eatirely natural process,
{which Sir A. Carlisle himsgelf denies,) and
snppese, also, that the female attendanis are
the mere gossips he represents them, and,
coRse tly, that the medical attendant is
the, olﬁf Jintelligent and morally responsible
individual present. What remedy doés hLe
proposs e, pravent crime in the lying-in.
roosa? Why, he recommends the removal
of the caly intellipent and morally reepon-
sible individyal thers, leaving the case en-
tirely to the care of those ** nuraes and gos-
gips,” whosa, very contact is sufficient to
pollute the medical attendant!! )
Lowing Sir A. Carlisle an sdvantage in his
argument, which he himself renounces,
mamely, that the * gossiping ” friends of the
fema}n are. ot the despicoble individuals he

But al-|of Lia beloved, wife, woul

hand, that they commonly are, what I ha.
Iteve them to be, highly reapectable and in-
telligent females., Ewen then his propo.
sition is not likely 10 succeed, The eduas-
tion  thet famsbes in the higher orders of
socioty receive, renders them more particus
larly excellent in those qualities which form
the §:eat beauty of female character—
namely, gentleness, timidity, aod & dispo-
gition to question their own powers—quali-
ties edmired by men, because they ure most
controsted with masculine excellapce, but
which entirely disqualify a femsle from un-
dertaking those duties whichrequire prompt-
ness, decision, and firmness, in the greatest
degres, and whers the absence of such
powers will occasion the loss of life.

Sir. Anthony Carlise, if he know an
thing sbout midwifery, (which I muc
doubt,) must be aware, that in ita practice
damger, {requently meets the accoucheur
when he least expects it; and in sucha
form, that nothing but the most immediata
gud decided proceedings can res¢us the un-
fortanate patient from the jaws ol death.
Is this a situation in which the geatleness
of the female character can be gmughttﬂ
bear with advantage? He snswers this
question himself; Lhe says he would hers
call in & medical man. fcm toll him, that
during the five minutes required for procur-
ing such aid, it is probable the patient
would be lost. let him for & moment
draw in bis own mind such a pictore es
would here present itself. We will sup-
pose o young femele, about to present ber
admiring and beloved husband with the ob-
Ject of their joint wishes and expectations ;
we will suppose ber attendant to be an in-
telligent individual, but atill & female, with
& female's heart; we will suppose such an
occurrence to take place as 1 have alluded
to, what would be the scoene presented?
The female who attended ber, if an intel-
ligent one, would be the first to pereeive
the danger, which wounld, in a]ldpmhlbility,
deprive-her of her self-command. The in-
teresting female bersolf, in a few moments
mads sensible of her danger by the latal
changes going on, would not only suffer
from the prospect of immediate dissolution,
under the moat distressing circumstances,
but her sufferings, her agony would be in-
creased by a want of confidence in every
thieg that was done for ler; io sll proba-
bility no one present would hava the com-
mand of their own feelingsyand, consequent-
ly, nothing efficient would be deone. The
affuctionate husband hearing of the danger
; rush into the
apartment, and perhaps errive in time to
raceive her parling blessing with her part-
ing breath, What would be the feelings of
any medical man on pow enteriog the room !



He wonld seb tho midheife, whe shonld kave
boon all coolnesa amd collectedness, proba-
by insensible at the bad’s foot; the Jovely
wifs a fa her hushand's arms, he
writhing with: spony, or muts with onat-
derable aopuish; lookimg with idiotic va-

o ber boloved fentures, now pointed
and deformed by death—at ome moment
flatseriey himeeif with the lhope that she
may still be -restored, ot the mext, his
mind opening to the horrid truth, that he,
whe an heur was pictaring to himself
his happiness == & father and » husband,
was now 3 widowar and childless: hissalu-
tation to kis medical friend, ** Ob! hadst
thon been here, 1 had not hed this onuse of
grief,” must rend the heart of any-feeling
man ; yeteven this misery would be heaven
ta the foslings of that man whose conscience
told him, < Thy calomnies, thy writings,
thy gross and vofounded insinuations have
oceasioned this.” Let not amy one snppose
that this picturs is- overcharged; I have
mysell peen zoch & scone as the one 1 have
describad ; but, thark Ged, without the
aggravetion of kmowing that by deed. or
writihey I had-eccaxioned its ocourrence.
But let us leave this-subject, which it is
sickening to contemplate.

The remarks youmade in the 194th Num-
ber of your valoable Jourmal, on the pro-
posed employment of the wives or relatives
of medical men, in the practice of mid-
wifery, and the gross insult Sir ‘Anthony
Uarlisls dates to cast opon those females,
so exsctly accord with my own feelings on
the subject, that I do not think it TECessary
to meke any comments on that part of his
letter. But I must say, that considering
the klight in which he views that practice, a

ver iosalt eannot poesibly be conceived,

f he elrome to-insolt ourselves, he might
bave spared oor dearest female conmexions:
if'mot from the aetoral gallantry of & gentle-
men, st lenst from the feeling that & similar
attack mipht ber made on his own friends.
But, I feel conlident there is too much gen=
tlemenly feeling among gemeral practition-
xl, _$+$w ? th:u u;l violule the laws

TITI BOTRetY. clrattecks are -
duced only by the conjoined inﬂmupmnf
the pure feelings of & pure sorgeon, and
the seuse of public daty of Sir A. Carlisle.

T canmot,-howewer, but hope, that Sir A.
Carlisle™s abuse of accouthenrs arises from
his igmorames: of the subject on which he
bas-presumed to write, ben he sees how
dangerous the fnnovation he proposes wonld
rm'm,' T trust he will be willing to acknow-

midge *his error, and apologize to the prac-
titioners of midwifery, in as public a manner
28 he has inenited them, This, 1 think, is
the Jeast he can do. Let him reperuse his
letters, and I am comfident ha will be con-
. wineed with what trath it mwy be' said, that

® they are rivher in phreses then i enpeé
ments, and s to facts, they contwin sxectly
none.” i -

Exouse the length ot which [ bave tress
pamzed your, and sllow me L0 subseribe
myself one of that body, which I whall
bever be asthamed of beloaging to, until by
ita vices or ignorance it readers itself eon~
temptible,

I am youwrs, &e.
A GevEear Peacrimionzs.



MAN-MIDWIFERY,

To the Rizht Hon. Struces Bovase, bis Ma-

jﬁ-ﬁy'; S&:}‘lm qf Sl‘-ﬂ-l-lf-ﬂr the Howme npﬁ-l"l'-'

ment. . :

His,—Just befors yoor predecessor, Mr.
Peeol, retired from office, he wns employed
in & correspondence with the Colleges of
Physicians and Burgeons, and the Company
of Apothecaries, comcerning the propriety
of putting the practice of Midwifery under
the same legislative securities aa the other
branches of medicine, and I venture to ap-
prozch you on the same subject, in the hope
that you will perfect the good work Mr. Peel
had begun.

As monkind, from the higheat to the
lawest, are the worst pessible judges of me-
dical skill, and sre easily deceived by the
most ignorent pretenders, the governments
of civiliged countries have formed corporate
bodies to watch over the state of the medi-
oal ion, and to sae that ils members
ape edocated before they are per-
miuep?ma care of the public health. In
England, this doty devolves upon the Col-
leges of Physicians snd Surgeons, and the
Company of Apothecaries, and these are
wupposed to take care that no man shall
practise medicine, surgery, or pharmacy,
withont being properly educsted, and pos-
sessing o competent knowledre of these sub-
jeets. But there is a branch of surgery and
a braach of medicina which are left withoat
any security. The former is the art of at-
tending women in noteral and difficalt la-
bours ; tha latter is the art of relieving the
diseasce of pregnant and lying-in women, to
whick 1 may add, the diserses of new-bom
infants. Neitber the Colleges of Physicians
mnd Surgeons, nor the Company of Apothe-
cwries, require their members to study thess
pobjecis. The College of Surgeons sxclodes
from ita Examiners those membors who
practise midwifery, aad thereby remders
ftself incompetant to examine in this branch
of sargery. The College of Physicisna for-
bide 3 follows from practising midwifery,
end thereby rendera itself incompetent to
examing in ths broneh of medicing ; unless
men are capable of scrotinising-the “know-
ledge- of others on & subject whicl they do
not chooss to understand themeelves. “Thas
the whole female and infentile popuolation
of Edgland, in the most criticel of all sitos-
tions, the only one which involves two lives
st once, is confided to men whdse compe-
tency to the tusk is left entrely to chance,

To remedy this defect in medical egicln.
tion, o society has been formed by the most
wminent practitioners of midwifery in Loa-
don, ‘whe have applied to the Colleges of
Physicisds -and Sorgsons, -end o the Com-

MAN-MIDWEFERY.
| pany of Aputhecarias, - reqn

thess-4e
place this brameh of the profession under
the same secnvities ss thu other hrenches
of medicine mmd surgery. T

The College of Surgeons, sad the Cem-
pany of Apothecaries, candvly geknow-
ledged the existence of the evd, und-ex-
pressed a wish to remedy it; snd, within
the last month, the former has gone wo far
as to require every one who pressnts hien-
self for examination to produce certificatzs
of having studied midwifery. 'The snswer
of the College of Physicians displayed more
casuistry than condour. They stated that
attendance on women in labour belonged to
sargery, and, consequently, did net belong
to them ; that the diseases of pregnant and
lying-in women were aunly a branch of medi-
cine, and that medicine was the subject on
which they examined their members. Now
if the College of Surgeons had replied that
attendence on women in labour wes'onlys
branch of surgery, and that surgery was the
subject on which they examined their mem-
bers, the sophiem of the answer would have
baen too glaring to he orveriooked; ond yet
this anewer of the College of Physicians is
equally, though perhaps not so obviouly,
sophistical. A knowledge of the diseases
of pregnant and lying-in women, it i8 tree,
iz a branch of medicine; but the guestion
is, is it o brunch which the fellows of the
College of Physicians study, practiss, and
understand ? ‘T'he candid snswer is no. For
the same by-law which forbids them to
practise the surgical, exclndos ﬂigm _-ﬁ'um
experience in the medical pert of midwifery,
As the application to the corporats bodiea
did rut terminate eatiofactorily, the Hociety
for regulating the Practice of Midwifery esp-
plied to Mr. Peel.

At this period Sir Anthony Carlisle pob-
lished & letter in The Times mewepaper, in
which he endeaveured to coontsract the
influence of the Society on-tho mind of Dir.
Peel. On such an occosion, &n -adviser
ougzht, at least, to possess A competentknow-
ledge of the subject ; but Sir Anthony knovwa
literally mothing about it; he hos never
practised midwifery—is totally ignorant of
what is going on in tie lyieg-in hospitsls
and charities of this great town; has no
means of sscertaining the frequency of the
difficulties of labour, ond the diceases of
preguancy and child-bed; the comparmative
ekill of the male and famale practiticoersof
midwifery, and, comsequently, -the -compa-
tative secnrity of those who are aetteaded
by females and those who ‘ere dnder the
care of physiciars snd surgeens. On'ail
these gubjects he knows no more than sbout
the phileeopher's stone, and, coosequently,
in defeiont <in the mostessential requinite
for a competent adviser. .

- ~The statethents of Sir Anthooy ore what
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mighthays . baen. exponted: from wosh -2
BOBIDE - Byenge agserbions, withoyt the
smaadlept : proof. That for men to. practise
midwifery is unneoessary,-degrading, in-
deoent, and - dengerous—unnecessary, be-
cease it requirgs no ekill—degrading, be-
catag it is Bubmission to. whal nuraes are
equpl. to—indegent, becasuse it raises im-
pure thoughts, sud leads to impure inter-
comres-—and dangerous, because it converis
a-safe netural process into a danperous sur-
gical aperation.. It is so-clear that it is Dei-
ther the one nor the othar, that it is
voking to be called upon to prove it. %'3;
i thess statements may be injurions to the
profession and the public, it i3 nocessary for
2ome one to put them down. I mustfollow
Sir Anthony into datail, in ordsr to show
how little relisoce can be placed ewen on
his facts, - He saserts that Queen Clharlotta
wias attended in all her labouors by ** geed
Mrs, Draper,” * without difficulty or mis-
odventure’ ** The Princesa Clarlotie was
attended by & male practitioner, with a very
different result.” The truth—the logic—
amd the fealing of this statemont, ere aqually
resnarkable. Quoeen Charlotte waee not at-
tanided: by good Mrs. Draper in gll Ler la-
bours, but only in one. liven if shs had, it
womld prove pothing but that most women
do well even under bad attendance. And
the insimuetion that the Princess Charlotte
died beoauee she was sttended by a man, is
quite brutal. Poor Croft is removed be-
yvondthe reach of ealumny ; but there are
saxvivieg relations both of the patient and
her surgeon, who do not require this fresh
bitterpess to bs mingled in the cup of
which they have already drunk.

The foundation. of oll his edvice is the
gezertion, that not onewoman out of g thetsand
requires mora assistance than what femals at-
tendants are ubls toafford.  So far is this from
beine true, thot the merlafity in childbed is
tenrtimes greater—about one in a hundred ;
and ax there are many difficulties which do
not terminate fatally, the number which re-
nuires medical and surgical attendonce must
be several in & hundred. I Lave beforo me
some tables, showing the proportion betwesn
the number of deathis in a specified number
of lyiog-in women, Of 18,642 women de-
livdnsd, 8id- died, that is, 11in 95 of 269
women. A0diad, that is, 1 in 26 ; of 2,947
woman, L& diod; that s, 1 in 210; of 2,982
womnen, 3¢ died, that-is, 1 in 79 ; of 10,190
women, 107 -diefl, i¢hat i, 1 in 95. These
tdbles, Sir, you will fud-in Dr. Merriman's
wotk on Diflicult Partovibon, p. 309. The
deaths, of course, -fdrma but & small pro-
portion of the dificult lalrours, or, the dis-
eands-during pregnancy -or after -delivery,
which ate-all beyond-a woman's skill, Wit
then becomes of Sir Anthony’s assertion,
that * not one cege in a thousand requires

5t

mora aspistemcs than what an- nﬁm‘ yeed
mother can give 1" But if the best-plan
wag to confide’in females in ordinary cases,
and consult medical men only in cases of
difficulty or iliness, lying-in women would
Lisve been attended more prosperously for-
merly, ::gen this plen was pursued, than
D ; more prosperously ndw amon
those clasees who stll -a&vpt':::t than ﬂmnng
those who donot; Fu this the fact? Just
the reverse. If you look into the Bills of
Mortality about the year 1660, when the
plan recommended by Sir Anthony was
generally pursued, you will find that the
deaths in child-bed were as 1 in 36.  Since
then the proportion has been stesdily de-
ereosing till it amounts only to 1 in 107,
Thue, whila the practice of midwifery has
been passing out of the hands of “women
into these of medical men, the mortality in
child-bed las been steadily diminishing.
But even now, a Ia:ga proportion of lying-in
women aré attended by females, and phy-
sicians snd -surgeons are consnlted only
occasionally, These are the patients in
lyiag-in-hespitals and lyieg-in-clisrities, the
poor in .cities, and the peasentry in the
country, while the middling and hizher
¢lasses are attended by medical men. Thus
ou have an opportumity of comparing the
rmer plan, 8o strongly recommended by
Sir Anthony, with the latter, which he s
bitterly revilas. OF cenrse we ought to
find that the rich die far move frequently iu
child-bed then the poor. Quite tha teverse,
Amounp the latter the mortality is abontone
in one hundred ; among the former, it is so
trifling, that I koow many senasible, well-
informed, attentive praclitioners of mid-
wifery, wlho hod been in extensive practics
many years befora they lost one patient in
child-bed. o

But if lying-in women are safest under
the care of female attendants; why ara they
oot placed under such care by the best
judges of what is wisest on theee occasions?
Ap Bir Anthony has been twice “married,
without having had any -children, I cannot
put to him the argwemention od hominem. But
whf do not phsniciana and surgeons, when
their wives or daoghters are pregnant, enp.
fide them to female attendoats? If they
consider the task -degrading to a man of
education, I admire their agsurance in re-
questing him to undertake ity and his folly
in consenting to do so.  T'ake away reapect,
confidence, and reg:m‘h and -2 medical af-
tendance ir & medical family is o profitless,
painful, and yngracions task.

Sir Antliony ridicules the idea of moking
tha birth of mankind a surgical operation.
Thiz ie the only good thing he lias waid on
the subject; bot wit, like poetry, is pot
alwaya '¢ a true thing.” Pavturition is
commonly a natural procexs, whicl is best
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performed whep left to itself, bat it is liabla
to be interropted by unpescessary interfe-
rence, and it is sometimes sttended by dan-
gers which require the utmost skill. It is,
tharefore, most securely conducted by one
who kogws when to do nothing, and when
to interfere. It was w metaral supposition
which probasbly influemced our ancestors,
that it might be safely left to fomales until
surgical or medical sesistancs becama ne-
ceasary. FExperience, however, proved
otherwige—even the most netoral labours
ere often 2o long an to exhaust the pationce
apd excite the alarm of the chisf sufferer.
Now, the female attendants (and the fact is
potorious) so far from preaching patiencs,
aod dissipatiog alarm, ars among the very
first to become themaelves impatient, to im-
bibe tha alarm, and sither urge or employ &
pernicious interference. Whenever danger
arises, they have neitber the skill nor cool-
ness tg face it. Sir Anthony will say, send
for & surgeon or physician in such cases,
but jp wo others. He knowstoo little of the
S

child-bed are at least often unfit subjects for
congultation ; they are so sudden and im-
petupns that the patient is lost bafore the
surgeon or physician arrives. Lt is @ com-
mpn spying among praclitioners of mid-
wifery, that the safety of the patient de-
pends upon the person who.is originally on
the spot. A consultation is often a farce, or
yather g tragedy. [ have been called to not
& few such consultations in my time, and
sy memory is full of scenes, the relation of
‘wﬁich would move you, Bir; prolonged la-
bours, where the patient was dying when
I bave been taken into the room ; hemor-
rhages in which I found the mothera corpse;
and fevers, which were nol discovered till
it was too late ta cure them,

The decisive reason for preferring an edu-
eated medical man, even for the conduct of
ordinary labour, is, mot that it requires ar-
tificig] essistance, but beceuss he is most
capable of combating woreasonable alarm;
and if real danger aiges, e is on the spot,
ready and competent to meét it. It was
pmhnhii the gradual discovery of this that
led to the practice of placing lying-in wo-
men, ven in common cases, under the care
of medical men, snd which will perpetuate
tho practice in spite of Sir Aathony Carlisle.
. L know of no ather gauge by which to
megasurp the respectability of any hranch of
i)w.pmfeﬂ.im, than its capability of eqving

ife and suffering, and exciting the powers
of ‘the wederstanding. Apply this test to
midwifery, a4 it ought to be known aod
practiged.. A practitioner of this art is og-
supied, not ouly .im attending natural and
ﬂi%w’lt labours, but in preseribing for the
disensea, paculisr to women in, the wrim-

t to know the conclusive snswer. The |
lties of labour end the diseases of |
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pregoated sista ; hkpwizn S the digbsen
of preguaccy aod child-bed, sed thoss of
infspcy amd childbood., To remndor himeeki
cempetsnt to those tasks, he requires oot
enly = reguler education, and =
knowledge of the various branches of me=
dical saiecce, but engrafted oz thim a mi-
pute, mocurate, professprial knowledge. of
the peculiar branches of medicine and sur-
gery which be practises. Tliess ate sobs
jscts which, in part, or in whele, have st
uscted the sttention of pome of the wiscag
medicsl philosophers that ever lived ; and I
koow of none, in the whole compasas of me«
dicine or surgery, of such sciantific intereat
or practieal importance. 2 A i At
William Harvey, the discoverer of the
circulation, lectured at the College of Phy-
sicians, not only in medicine, but in surs
gery. To him the healing art was ' cne
and indivisible,” and be eonsidered no park
degrading to pragtise. When I thiok of this
man, the grestest gepius that was ever dps
dicuted to pliysiclogiesl investigations—
dressed o thee babit of the tinges of Charles
ant U romwell, ndmg on horseback to meq
[uin patisnts, with a foot-cloth, and a foot-
man running by bLis side to hold his hores
{ Bocdleyan Papers), * called in to the curo of
young women in travail,”’ and prescribing so
succeesfully, ¢ that & Liealthy and sprightly
child was born into the world,” administer-
ing surgical aid with his own hands, in abora
tions pnd the disesses of the wieres—( Exera
citat, de Gemgrations.) When I picture to
myself this great man thus occupied, and
then thiok of thoss who actount ita degra-
dation o prectise the like, I caunot refrain
from smiling, The duintiest physiciag, if
consulted about the liver, condescends not
only to learn the symptoms of the diszase,
but to touch the patient’s hypochondre ;
but it is baneath him to interfere when tha
disesse is.in the uterus. A few inclws
make all the difference belweon dignity and
degradation. A tumour of the liver is wortly,
the attention of & philosopher ; & tumoyr of
the uterus in below the notice of & mun. To
stop & hemorrhage from su artery by a lige-
ture, is a splendid operation; to stop,.a
hemorrhage of the uterus by delivery, is &
degrading act. L
As to the indelicacy of employing men in
the practice of midwifery, the pbjection
scarcely deserves  Berious auewer. }L they
must be employed in cases of difionlty o
illnesa,on which occasions this evilcanged ho
avoided, the quastion obvicusly resalves iteslf
inte one of more or legs fraguemcy ;- but i
medical mgn were amployed anly in danger,
oug caseq, 1 doubt whethar they would be
compstent to manage them.  He who dosa
not often witness e natural labour, hes no
notion of the resourges.of naturs, He will
kave no criterion to judge hovy far she pros
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cess may be prolonged with safety, and will| fession, and hos me ditated much sbout the
ha continually mistaking a tedious for n dan- | good and the evil of surgical interfersnce,”
gorous lahour, nnd interfere either too lute e is a competent adviser ; but take him,
or top early. Thut these are not merely| the * beme-ideal” of such a character, into
plausible conjectures, 1 shull prove from a|a lying-in chamber to o case of difficult Ju-
passage taken from the manuseript lectures bour, aud if he did vot apeedily discover his
of Dr. William Humter, the most accom- | incompetence, the very nurses ond gossips
plished and eelebrated physician of his|would.

time, ond perhops the greatest leeturer on| If I wanted to i force to my refutation
medical subjects that England has produced, | of these misrepresentutions, by damaging
whose reputation ia now ns fresh and un- | the authority of lim by whom they are
faded as when Lie died, gml who !Lrﬂfliaﬂ-ﬂ {mnade, Sir .P.nl.hun:,' Liaz saved me the trouble,
most extensively this brancl of the profes- by his lust letter on the subject. Dis.
sion. He used tosay, ** we ure greatly ime-  pleased with the late requlation of the Col-
proved in midwifery; every body knows, who | lege of Surgeons, which requires that their
lives in this own, that fewer ¢lildren wee | Membera shail in luture produce a certifi-
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bern dead, and what is the reason 7 Lt is
only within these lnst twenty years that
women bave bad men-midwives almost uui-
versully : formerly they were retained in the
Louge, and called for only in difficult cases ;
thus it was with the Chonberluing, my

master and others, and whist was the oon- |

sequence . Why all cases were dithenlt.
They were so bad before they wers called
in, that every body wos frigltened. They
eould mot know what naties could de, and
therelors Dad immediawe recourse toe arl;
aml whenever they bad delivered o womon
by operation, they thougit they had doue o
great feat."

. Bo far from practitioners of midwifery
being more profligate than other men, 1
believe them less aldicted 1o gallantry than
physicisus and surgeons.  They set out in
lifi: with a stronger sensge that wn irveproach-
able character is necesanry to their suceess,
and this stamps an habitual influenee on
their feelings and conduct ; but T coutend
that they have no peculior temptations, On
such oceasions the wind ean toke no other
direction than that of sympathy and sctence.
I have attended in my time same of the
foirest of my countrywomen, and on tiese
oceasions never thought of any thing but
compaszion for their sulferings, contrivance
for their relief, nonxicty for their welfore,
ond joy at their deliverance. Thatman must
be addly constituted who could feel and
think in any other way.

There is one view of the sabjeet in which
the opinions of Hir Authouny are glaringly
aud indefensibly nbsurd., [le thinks that
physicians and surgeons sught to be con-
sulted about pregnant and lying-in women
in coees of diseuso or difficulty ; yet he re-
monstrates with the medical corporate bo.
dies for requiring their members to study
the subject. Whather they are employedd in
ordinary cases, or only in extroordinary
pnes, isitnot pluin that they must chquil:u
o proper education to fit them forit? Sir
Anthony geems to think, thot if n man is “an
hospital surgeon, has an enlwrged intellect,
hias gtudied the elementary parts of his pro-

{eate of having stwdied midwifery, he ap-
tpeals W the Jwlpes, coroners, and justices
of the land—warns them that this sanction
of the College witl lead ta the further preva-
lence af mon-midwifery; where, as it is
{only celeulated to compel men te study it
before they practise it—surely a very veason-
able demand—he proposes, that wlenever
ivis thonght necessary ta cuploy surgical
| azsistanee i labour, the mwetter should he
leonfided in Lospital physiciuns, or surgeons
of eolarged inteliect,  Just the individuals,
of all ovthersin the profession, whe know
nothinge ot all about the subject, and sre the
l¢ast competent to deliberate about its diffi-
eulties—so ineompelent, that if there was
any anxious cage of midwifery in their own
families, instead of ml_','ing uyon theip
 gwn enlirged intelleet,” or on that of any
of their order, they would instantly run
to some eminent practitioner of midwifery
for mesistinee. The surgeon apothecaries
A IoTe comnpetent than ** the hospital p'll:,'-
sicins and surgeons of enlarged intelleet,”
Lastly, he mlvises, that wheoever a woman
ties in childbed under the care of a surgeon,
the cose shall bo sebmitted to o Coroner’s
! lpuest and o jury ; his words are, ** When.
ever cases of violent death oveur to motlier
or infaut in the use of surgical instrumenta
or surgical hamds, a Coroner’s  loguest
should be bolden,” Tt is anid that pleysia
cians mul surgeuss have their misdeeds to
answer for, amd it is an obvious question
why the failures of midwilvry stiould be
held up befure sacl a tribunal, while those
of medicine ond surgery are passed over
silently,  Suppese Sir Antheny's proposal
jput inte proctice generally, and whenever a
patient died after active proctice, whether
medical, surgical, or obstetrical, the case
submitted to the scientilic ond delicate eriti-
eigm of eproners or jurymen. OF all pro-
fessions medicine is the most anxious. The
thought, that whatéver may be 2 man’a
judement, knowledpe, ond  attention, he
must spmetimes err, and that this error may
involve the loss of s life, keeps many an
auxious and conseigntious mind restless by




460

day and sleepless by night. Whenever a
patient dies under Lis care, he is prone
enough to look back on the treatment of
the cose—io congider if enough had been
done, or too much ; whether, in_short, the
result would have been the some if the
trentment had  been different. As long us
man is liable to err, oud medicine rests on
only. probable evidence, mno kunowledze,
ahi]ita. or assiduity, can guard against this,
But these are painful subjects to discuss,
and painful suspicions to entertasin—even in
the silent and solitary chamber of o man's
own conscicnce, amd they embitter o large
portion of the life of every conscientious
physician, But to lave these questions
discussed, and these sugpicions raked up by
a sct of men who know nothing of the sub-
ject, and as little of the delicacy necessary
for such investigations, would make the
practice of our profession quite intolerable,
I swonder Sir Xnﬂmn}f could pen such a
Elmp-usal, without immediately afterwards
ushing and erasipg it

" Long as this letter is, 1 have had room
only to point out the leading errors of Sir
Anthony's statements; the reat I mustleave
to tumble by their own weight and weak-
ness. Such are the insinuations, that the
practitioners of midwifery ore more in-
fluenced by pecuniary guin than other mem-
bers of the medieal profession ; that they
attend even the most vatural lnhour, under
the protence that no woman con be delivers
ed -without their assistance ; that they are
guilty of more unnecessary and injurious
activity of practice than practitioners of
medicine or surgery ; that the teachers of
midwifery, are not general hospital physi-
cians'and surgeons. (He might vs well have
complained that they are not military com-
manders.). Lf there had been room, I should
not have shrunk from the easy task of de-
molishing ‘these absurdities. The know-
ledge of mankind on subjects at all out of
their way can never be rated too lowly. It
is surprising bow many a falseliood in fact
or.in reasoning is read over, evin by peo-
ple of sense and education, without sugpi-
cion, till its absurdity is explained to them.

_J'am sanguine enough to think, that what
I have wntten will convinee you, Sir— the
judges, coreners, and justices of the peace—
the Colleges of Physicians sad Sutgeons,
and the Compmy of Apothecaiies, and the
public at large, that o knowledge of labour
and dts difficulties, the discases of pregnant
and lying-in women, anid the disepses of in-
fants, form o branch of the profession which
ig important to the welfire of the commu-
nity,, homourable to those who proactise it
honourably, and which ought to boe placed
under the same securities. for ‘competent
knowledge as the other branches of medi-
cine and gurgery. THow to do thisisn more
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difficult question. “There'are Bt Tivo wWiyk:
either I‘crq"r' the medical ¢ mge ‘h‘tﬂ%”
ready in existence 1o modify their' g@‘,‘

eir

tions, so ms to include midwiféry in tl
exnminations ; or to fo;ﬁ:ﬁ]f'uaptﬂw
rorate hody expressly for that por —
ehe Tattor would bo the s_impiegl:ﬁfg{:ﬁﬁu
natural method, if the practitioncrs iif‘iﬁ_lf‘-"
wifery were distinet from tlie rest'of ‘the
profession ; but this is not thé case.’ it
15 =0 af all, it is only with some Nalf dozen
or dozen men in London, who lecture ex-
clusively on these subjects, are physicidns
or surgeons to lying-in Lospitals, and, 1<
though mot wholly, are more espgginﬂ_ﬁ!d’-f‘
sorted to for attendance and advice in'such’
eases. DBut the great mass, 99 out 6f ‘the
100, of the practitioners of midwiféry are
vither surgeons or apothecaries practising it
os o brawch of their profession. , Surely;
thierefore, the best method would be, to mo-
dify the regulations of the present corporate
bodies, and adapt their examinations to what
ought to To the quilifications of those<sehom
they examine.

If I might advise the College of Physi-
cians, for whom [ entertain the sincerest
respect, I would say, sbrogate that law
whicli forbids your fellows to practise mid-
wifery, and permit those junior fellows, who
may chooge to practise it, to do'so;"and
when they become too full of médical em-
ployment to continue it, let them conitinue
to wive their advice in its dificulties and
dungers. Ry this means you will'soon rear
among yourselves a set of men eapubleof
examining others in this branch of ‘the firo
fession ; yon will ]:qp;prfe'i@‘ﬂg]iﬁfﬁﬁliﬁb'qf
medicing which reéquires to he enltivated
by the best educated minds; and’ those who
are engaged in"it, instead of wasting'their
best years in obsctrity ‘and ‘néglect, “and
pining and withering under the paiful éon-
soiousness of failing 1 their profession, will
become useful and eminent during the ac<
tive yeors of theirlife, " ="« “ M FRAAS

You may be told, Sir, that provided o
man iz well educated asa I:tg'_siﬁigrﬁ Or sur-
geon, his education as & prictitioneraf mid-
wifery may be left to his own chte. ' I'will
mention one fact, which will show how Titile
this assertion is to be trusted. In’some o
the large medical }i]iqﬂlﬂ_‘_‘hi‘]'ﬁ'ﬁﬁ:_ dii, thi
students of anatomy and surgery amount'ta
two or three liundred, Fim;ﬁiﬁ?’;.ll‘is_'qf'ﬂi £
becoma a'nrgéir[l-ﬂp_'n-‘thi‘;__?tn_r‘_i_qs , and,” ¢onse-
quently, practise midwifery, anil yet the
midwifery class seldom execeds fifty s €0 Tit-
tle truth’is theré in the ‘Wbové wesertion.
The greater number of these begin practice
without any knowledgé of it, éithier practi-
cal or theoretical 3 ¢ven thus, Nowever, they
are_ better and safer than female practi-
tioners, for they aré more ¢ool ‘in danger,
and more ‘capable of being tauglit by expe-

-~



Tima swd.prastiop, and errors whick
#P“ﬂ"#l‘ltﬂd gradually im-

prpqn .'?ﬂi Bt pomié retmin their igno-
fha, suhyct. thrgophy life; and all
' 2 y8 been better by o regular edu-

ﬂ:-u'mh- ¥
.d}l._ mbn sre much influenced by the con-
Fotl]en, it may bhe useful to add, that
Ln.t::pnl universities of the Con-
tl.uent mrgfer_l,r ia gonsidered an essential
t. of medical education ; snd that the
]l?:uqm:.y of Edinburgh was 80 convinced
of the evils of neglecting it, that about two
}*ms BgO they pasaed a luw, Tequiring every
to aofuire s compstent knowledge
nj:t before be could take the degree of doc-
tor of medicine.
I.hgve the bononr to be, Sir,
Y our obedient humble pervant,

A MeMpER OF THE SOCIETY FOR REGULAT-
ma TRE Practice oF Mipwireny.
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