Midwife, Man-Midwife, Accoucheur.

Mr. Ursaw, Jan. 11.
DD, in the last edition of John-
son’s Dictionary, speaks thus of
the word Man-midwife :

“ Man-Miowrre, n. 5. A strange com-
potnd, denoting the man who discharges
the office of a Midwife. It is now fre-
quently coaverted imto the finical Accou-
chour. Bishop Hall may be comsidered as
giting riss in some degree to the pressnt
expression :

This Man was not their Midwife.

Bp. Hall, Hon. of the Mary. Clogy. p. 100,”

The Sermon of Bishop Hall, here
referred to, was published in 16%0.
The earliest date at which | have foond
the word Man-midwife, is 1637, when
it was employed in the preface 10
“ the Expert Midwife.” It is osed as
a verb, o manmidwife, in ** Wolve-
ridge’s Speculom Matricis,” 1669.

dissection of this *“ qtran

compound ” has afforded po liule
amusement to those writers whose de-
light it bas been to vitoperate and hold
up to derivion the Physicians and Sur-
geons who have engeged in this branch
of medical practice. Your old Corre-
spondent, Philip Thicknesse, was not
eontented with words ounly, but strove,
by pietorial embellishments, to make
his sarcasms more effective. He pre-
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fixed, therefore, to one of his philippics,
an engraving representing a personage,
half gan agd lrnlf womgn ;P:hc msalc
half grasping a lever, and the female
presenting to view a pap-boat.

This *“ strange compound ”” was early
objected to, and nomerous attempts
have been made to fix upon a word
less objectionable than this barbarism.
Dr. Maubray, a man of infinite pe-
dantry and self-conceit, coined a long
word from the Greek, to designate the
man who gives aid lo females in child-
birth, and this whole sentence he very
felicitously, as he imagined, comprized
in the sesquipedalian compoond, An-
droboethogynist, which appellation he
took to himself, and bestowed upon
his ohstetrical brethren ®.

Douglas, a Surgeon, who published
in 17364, says, it is absurd to call
men, wives ; and not much less so, to
use the word Midwife, when the offi-
ciating person is cither a widow or a
maid! He adds, ‘; the Frezcb exe

ress it very beaatifull the word
pAccwchmc?lnd I ahallynlbznp express
it by the word Midman, which though
not so neat as the French, yet is moch
better than the absurd word complain-
ed of” The female practitioners
Douglas denominates * Midwomen,
:hich insclnde: Main,i:,g’;veu, and Wi:l

ows.”” Subsequently, Douglas applie
the word mnehe{:r in § proposed
dedication to his brother: * To that
accurate Anatomist, and consummate
Accoucurur, Dr. James Douglas,
Physician Extraordinary to the Queen,
&c.”” This is the first time that the
word was s0 employed in England. -

Chapmant defends the expression
Manmidwife. Midwifery, hecontends,
is expressive of practice not by, but
upon a wife, amr'lhmfore he asserfs
that Manmidwife, and Manmidwifery,
are words not chargeable with incon-

Ity.

This explanation of the meaning of
the word Midwifery, is not incon-
sistent with the derivation of the word

.38 suggested by Todd. Johnson says,
* Midwife is derived both by Skinner
and Junius, from mid or meed, a re-
ward, and piy, Saxon.” Todd, in ad-
dition says, ** the interpretation of this

® Female Physician, 1730. :

t State of Midwifery in London aad
Westmioster.

? Reply to Douglae’s Short Accouss,
&e. 1787,



etymology, which Vcnlc%'an also gives,
is ‘ a woman ¢f meed, deserving re-
compence.” But this seems a forced
meaning, May not the word be more
naturally derived from the Saxon pre-
position med, with, and pIf, wife, im-
plying the wife or woman, who is at-
tendant upon, that is with the woman
in childbirth 2” But if this be the de-
tivation, it wouldapplyequally, whether
the woman was aitended by a male or
a female.

Thomson, in his ““ Etymons of Eng-
lish Words,” gives another derivation.
He considers the Gothic mid and
Danish mit, analogous to wit, know-
ledge, wisdom, so that Midwife, ac.
cording to him, corresponds with the
French sazc femme, and the Scots
Cdnnle wife.

| have often wondered that our Lexi-
cographers and Philologen have not
looked ncarer home for the derivation
of this word.  The natural etymol
foay, I think, be fouud in the m
Luglish word Mﬂdlr, which is used
both for the mother and the womb.
Midwife then, is the contraction of
Modirwife, and is applied w the wile,
the good wowan, whose dul.y it was Lo
be in avendaoce upon this important

of the female system.

© Of the * finical” word Accoucheur,
T have already meotioned the first use
in the English language. Astruc® tells
us that the wo:‘:qu invented soon
aflter the year 1663 ; the first tiwe ]
bave noticed it, is 1668 +. The Dic-
‘\ionaire de Trevoux traces its etymo-
Togy to the Latin acculare. T'he femi-
nine Accoucheure has been formed
from Accoucheur; but with an ab-
surdity beyond measure ridiculous, the
¢ finical”” English, who have substi-
tuted Accoucheur for the ingongruous
compound Man-midwife, are now dig-
nilying all the old Midwives with the
splendid appellation of female Accou-
cheurs,

Instead of Man-midwife or Accou-
cheur, to both of which words objec-
tions have been largely made, some
formatives from Obstetrix have been

roposed; viz. Olstitor, Obstetricalor,
and Olgstetricion.  This Jast, as being
analogous to Geometrician, Mathema-
tician, Physician, &c. seems deserving
of being “adopled. Ungquestiopably,

® History of the Art of Midwifery.

Fournier. 18mo.

+ L’Accoucheur Mcdwdigue, par D. .

Obstetric Surgeon, or Obgtetric Physi-
cian, might appropriately supersede the
ill-assorted Physician—ar. Surgeon-Ac-
Goucheur, which appears 10 be the
tenin at present much emplpyed.
Yours, &c. OasTeTRICUS.
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