CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE

ANNALS OF MEDICAL PROGRESS

AND

MEDICAL EDUCATION

IN

THE UNITED STATES

BEFORE AND DURING

THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE.

BY

JOSEPH M. TONER, M. D.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.
1874.



CONTENTS.

Page.

Letter of the Commissioner of Education to the Secretary of the Interior...... . ¢ 5
Introductory...ceececceecaan. orscescencanan ¢eecatccesccanenstacasnoneann .. 7
Lack of early legislation. .cceeevecaeeicececacnaeneann ceenen seemececansnsseen 7
Reasons of inaction ...... teemccccoasarecncnaan eccscscarans coenace cevecnsnces . 7
Medical pioneersin Virginia..... ¢esaas srcesesacansssnnen teacvaccesnneans care 8
Virginia surgeons in the revolationary war..... P, teseascnssasesscasesune 10
Medical pioneers in Massachusetts—seventeenth centory...e ceeecveeccevannnn. - 12
Meédiocal pioneers in Massachusetts—eighteenth centory...ccececann.... ceneaces 22
Massachusetts sargeons in the revolutionary war..ccesceceve-e. tescmescracnasa 35
Miscellanea respecting early medical practice ..... Cecsmmsnvenoenan teerscssanca 35
Early medical practice in New York....ee.c... ceeman ececctesansreccsucnnnnens 37
New York physicians of the eighteenth century..cce ccee cecenccecansccccnsonnas 42
New York army-surgeons in the Revolution ec.ceceeeecicenae convecrecscnennans 46
After the Revolution eecevereecannnnnn. eesasescacrecncae et conccstuoscasasnace 48
Honors to medical men ...eccaeecennceccenen.. coercoens R tecoscmccacannns 49
Small number of trained practitionerS..ee.ceececenceceecccnnacacerecasccances 49
Beginnings of legislative protection ..... seavecsaces sen ceccennn voeoee wassosen - 49
Riso of hospitals........... tecesessracencanscerncesacrenvonn comens cevemasacce 54
AUutopsy ceevcaenincnetnaen serececcenccancacac sacen ereccsncsessrane ececssons 57
MidWifory ccceeeceenieeciciieiaiccecncrcrrecnncesncconns .evacas resmcsases 58
The physician and the apothecary............ cecaverecen ereercns ecracerccens . 68
Fees ......... comeacacacan vrneccessancee cecmeveen eeaessenseasascceanan evenan . 58
Medical titles ........... teenescecacacaranns s taseseemencananeseasmnocans ceeune 59
Medicine in the South....eeeccneececccecccacacccnncccnscencsccocaascncaccnns 61
Carolina surgeons in the ReVOlUtion cces cees sevece somceeeacecransosancessenves 62
North Caroling.cee e e iiiicectonocecarcosceccnccacsnsacacnenans 63
Early medical training in New England ceceeeecnvoneeas ... cecmecenmene esevens 64
Connecticat physicians .. eee vocueerir e ccee i iittce i cececeereccannenanas 65
Connecticat sargeons in the Revolution..ce.ceeeeceeneeen ercccomansacansnannns 69
Early physicians in Rhode Island...c.ceecueecncnnen cececesnecececan cancen . 70
Medical science elsewhere....ec.eeecacene.. g . 73
Early physicians in New Jersey..cceececaea-- eocemevenevance cevemnnonn- cecece 73
Formation of medical societies ..ceeceeecacecaacaeeas ¢ecceccovaceansocne “eeen 77
Early physicians in Pennsylvanid ... ceeecaceceneceaceecraacanacececcacaacans 78
Pennsylvania surgeons in the Revolution ceceieoceeieeetennnrnccecnenccecnenn. - 83
Pennsylvania Hospital. .. ..ccceeeenasenen eceeenecn reeeseacnsccccons saoesnnns . 85
Pest-houBes «..coceecemcvececmrececerceecncaccnen Gerenvencemecsnanesaan cenane . 85
Clinical instruction. cccovoaiciaraeeeeecenian cianacacenncccaccascaacccacens - 85
Medical library of the Pennsylvania Hospital..ccececeenaecccacaaatns cevevacoe 86
Early physicians in Maryland...ceceecveecceaenanns eeosmsccnece vens eecasccan . 86
Maryland surgeons in the Revolation. coee cececemececaciceccneconacacacaanacas 90
Early physicians of Delaware.... ccceeececuanecer ceecveroncscaccacacanasenan - 91
Georgia surgeons in the Revolution. caee ceevvecaocreccecroreacaccneccoacanass 93
Surgeons not 106ated ....ccceecericccentaccncncase iactasnennnes eemcacaceas - 93
Surgeons at Bunker Hill . cccueeiimeuicnncnecnnnn. reccmacaas eomemacesanmne anen 93
Endemics and epidemics...cccaeeoaeae reesaceesacecscoanecrcaceson tocenencene 93
Reasons for studying abroad . seceveeeiesaencienvnennnnnn. vecesranansreccnane . 9%



4 : CONTENTS.

Page.
Founding of medical schools at home «.ueeeveeaeirnnivienirenieiaccnnnacens 96
Medical College of Philadelphia............ tecesenreresenene eiaseens vansanen . 96
Early physicians in New Hampshire.. cceceeeceececereinecioncinnccnececanea. 100
Medical College of New York cececeveveccarvecen Vevemenenen ceescecnroroneoans 101
Rules of admission and examination...eeeveecneeaeeoonaa. cveccecocanaarananan 102
Date of first degrees. evee eceveveneeccacan. Vesess et econneeratencsoncaneannane 102
Annual 8e88I0N8 . cveaneomaaiiearectinettace et eaea e canacaee anenen 102
Progress of medical education . .cceeeeecomeaiiiann it i e e 102
Interruption from WAL, .o ceoeie et reecatiacntenteacccracasacecsasesannnne 109
Alphabetical index to names of pliysicians mentioned in the text .............. 110




LETTER.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF EDUCATION,
Washington, D. C., October 27, 1874.

S1ir: [ have the honor to recommend the pablication of the accompa-
nying manuscript, prepared by J. M. Toner, M. D., founder of the Toner
lectures in Washington, a writer on several important medical topics,
and president of the American Medical Association.

This compilation of biographical and historical notes concerning the
physicians of the colonial times and the early days of American inde-
pendence was undertaken by Dr. Toner at the request of the Con-
vention of School-Superintendents which met in Washington in 1872,
(to consult with regard to the exhibition of the United States sys-
tem of education at Vienna,) with a view to its forming a part of that
complete representation of the rise and progress as well as present
condition of the system of education in the United States, professional
and preparatory, which was thought desirable for the Vienna Exhibition.

The difficulties attending a compilation from such scattered and varied
sources prevented its completion in season for Vienna. Prepared dur-
ing the intervals of active professional work, it makes no claim to a
methodical or exhaustive treatment of the subject; it however furnishes
a mass of biographical and historical information now for the first time
collected, which must make it a valuable contribution towards a history
of the rise and progress of medical culture in this country, and most
useful to other inquirers in the same field. Its brief biographies of the
early medical practitioners show how often the learned professions were
united in the same learned man, who was at once physician, pastor,
and teacher, and how medical science was at first traditional, the old
practitioner instructing his one or two student-assistants in his own
theories and methods and they in turn handing them down, with the
added results of their own experience, to their successors,

The importance of correct methods of training for this profession, to
whose care more or less directly are committed the lives and health of
all our people, cannot be overestimated. This compilation furnishes
the first steps for all who would pursue the instructive lessons of
experience to their conclusion. It is also specially timely as an aid in
presenting at the Centennial Exhibition the growth of this profession
during the colonial period of our country’s history. It isto be hoped
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that some equally intelligent and enthusiastic investigator will do for
the past centary what Dr. Toner has attempted for the period comprised
in bis own researches.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHYN EATON,
Commissioner.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Becretary of the Interior.

Approved and publication ordered.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.




CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ANNALS OF MEDICAL PROGRESS AND
EDUCATION.

In response to the request of eminenteducators, the following records
‘and notes, which I have made, from time to time, on the rise and prog-
ress of medical culture during the earliest years of the settlement of
this country, are furnished, rather as memoranda for the use of those
interested in similar studies, than as an attempt to push investigations
to their conclusions or to follow exactness of method.

As the medical profession must always occupy an important, if not
& conspicuous, position in the scientific and educational history of a
nation, the present is deemed an opportane occasion to group together
in a brief review some of the more notable names of medical men and
" important events in the history and progress of medicine in the United
States, from the period of the first settlements to the close of the colo-
nial governments, and in some instances down to the conmencement of
the present century.

LACK OF EARLY LEGISLATION.

For the first century, after successful settlements had been made on
this continent, medicine, as a distinct branch of education, received but
little consideration from legislators, and, as a profession and an art, was
left wholly without protection, encouragement, or recognition.

The school-house everywhere accompanied the pioneer, and academic
institutions promptly sprang up in the interest of the various denomi-
nations, and achieved reputation in not less than eight distinct settle-
ments before the Revolution.

But up to this period only two attempts to establish medical colleges
had been made, and from these less thau fifty young men had been
graduated as bachelors and doctors of medicine. Many of the causes
inftuencing this backwardness in home-professional education are appar-
ent in the dependent attitude of the colonies and the state of the pro-
fession in both hemispheres.

REASONS OF INACTION.

But few physicians were required by the healthy and laborious people,
of steady habits, who first came to our shores. The sparseness of the
population, which was gradually subdning the forest and planting set-
tlements on the bays setting up from the Atlantic and along the rivers
emptyinginto them, gave butlittle encouragement to the professional man.

So intently occupied were the first immigrants with the struggle to ob-
tain the necessaries of life, surrounded as they were by unfriendly tribes
of natives and in a rigorous climate, that they had no time to think of
medical education or medical matters, however important these things
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might be to the preservation of their health and the securing of final
success in their endeavors.

Education, particularly professional, requires means and leisure for
its encouragement and a reasonable prospect of remunerative employ-
ment. It is true, the immediate wants of the colonists, arising from
sickness or accidents, were in a measure provided for by physicians
who acecompanied the early pioneers of civilization to these shores.

MEDICAL PIONEERS IN VIRGINIA.

Amongthe early settlers that came to Virginia and founded James-
town in 1607 was Dr. Thomas Wootton,! surgeon-general of the Com-
pany. The doctor was among thuse who suffered severely from lack of
food, living for a considerable time on crabs and sturgeon.? In 1608
Dr. Walter Rugssell is mentioned as heing with Captain Smith and ren-
dering him professional services during the making of the survey of
Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River. He attended an Indian chief,s
who had been shot in the knee, a brother of Hassininga, king of one of
the four nations of the Mannahocks.

This expedition, consisting of Captain Smith, Dr. Russell, and thir-
teen of the crew, after surveying the Chesapeake Bay, proceeded up the
Potomac River to the Falls, some few miles above where now stands
Washington City, the Capital of the United States.

In 1608 Anthony Bagnall ¢ was surgeon at the fort and for the settlers
at Jamestown and vicinity. Some idea of the special perils attending a
professional life in the New World at that day may beinferred from the
fact that on one of his visits to a patient he was shot at by the Indians,
the arrow passing through his hat.

The residence of these physicians is presumed not to have been per.
manent, as Captain Smith, the president of the Virginia Company, re-
turned to England in 1609 for surgical treatment, ¢ for there was neither
chirurgeon nor chirurgery at the fort.,”®

Dr. Lawrence Boliun studied his profession in the Low Countries, where
the leading medical schools of that period were located, and found his
way to Virginia as early as 1610, and in 1611 is mentioned as physician-
general of the colony. In March of that year, Lord Delaware, who was
seriously ill, sailed from Virginia to the West Indies for his health, ac-
companied by Dr. Bohun. The doctor was killed in a naval engagement
with a Spanish man-of-war,® and was succeeded in office by Dr. John
Pot,” who was elected (on the recommendation of Dr. Gulstone) physi-
cian-general of the Company, and the same year removed to the colony,
of which he was made temporary governor in 1628.°

18tith’s History of Virginia, p. 48. $ Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 62.
38tith’s History of Virginia, p. 71. +Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 74.
& Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 106. 6 Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 183.

7 Stith’s History of Virginia, p. 188.
8 History of the Virginia Company of London, p. 182.
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These were some of the physicians of distinction, and I might add the
names of others who practiced in Virginia before the Pilgrims landed at
Plymouth.?

- Dr. Green practiced in Gloucester County, Virginia, and died in 1676,
in the same house where General Bacon, of Bacon’s rebellion, died.
Many of the early physicians who came to Virginia, as well as those
who first came to the other colonies, held some official position,
either at a fort with the army or in the navy of the country governing
the settlements. Itisalso a noticeable fact that many of the ships, per-
hapsall, trading with the settlements in the New World in the seventeenth
century, carried with them a surgeon. This was rendered necessary on
account of the length of the voyage and the time expended in disposing
of and collecting new cargoes. These surgeons were permitted while
the ships were in port to practice among the people on shore. When
the encouragement was sufficient, no doubt some of them remained or,
returning, resided permanently.

Dr. William Cabell, a native of Great DBritain, was educated to the
profession of medicine; came to America between 1720 and 1724, He
settled on the James River, at a place known as Liberty Hall, in
Nelson County, and was a man of enterprise, wealth, and of great
influence in the State. He died April 12, 1774, aged 87.

The earliest law passed having special reference to the medical pro-
fession was “An act to compel physicians and surgeons to declare on
oath the value of their medicines,” enacted October 21, 1639, which was
revised and amended at the session of 1645-'46, and again at the session
of 1657-°58. (Hening’s Stat. Va., vol. i, pp. 316, 450.)

John Mitchell, M. D., F. R. 8., removed from England to Virginia
about the year 1700 and located at Urbana, a small town on the Rappa-
hannock River. He was eminent as a botanist, as well as a physician;
and, besides numerous communications to the Royal Society, he published
a work on botany, a history of the contest in America, (printed in 1755,)
and a treatise on the yellow fever. The manuscript of the latter having
fallen into the hands of Dr. Franklin, he transmitted it to Dr. Rush, at
the time that yellow fever was epidemic in Philadelphia; and, from the
valuable suggestions contained in it, Dr. Rush was led into & new train

1 Upon examining the colonial laws and enactments, I find the following statutes re.
lating to medicino and hygiene enacted in the colony of Virginia prior to the establish-
ment of tho present form of government, the titles only of which have been introduced
as affording interost to the roader: An act regulating chirurgeons’ accounts, enacted
1662, Hen, Stat. Va., vol. 2, p. 109; An act allowing chirargeons’ accounts to be
pleaded after decoase of the party, enacted 1662, Hen. Stat. Va., vol. 2, p. 109;
An act relating to physicians’ and chirurgoons’ accounts, enacted 1691, manuscript-ed.
Btat. Va., p. 15; An act to obligo ships coming from places infected with plague to
perform their quarantine, enacted 1722, Stats. Va., ed. 1769, p. 67 ; An act for regu
lating the fees and accounts of the practitioners of physio, enacted 1736, Hen. Stat.
Va., vol. 4, p. 509; An act to regulate the inoculation of small-pox within the colony,
enacted 1769, Stat. Va., ed. 1785, p. 11; An act amendatory to the foregoing act,
enacted 1777, Stat. Va., ed. 1785, p. 164.
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of reflections which resalted in his successfully combating the distem-
per in Philadelphia in 1793. Dr. Mitchell died about 1772.

James Craik, M. D., came to America, probably with Braddock’s army,
and served as a surgeon throughout the French and Indian war. He
was born in Scotland in 1730 and was educated for the medical staff of
the British army. He was with General Braddock at the time of his
defeat and assisted in dressing his wounds. While in the army, he
formed with General (then Colonel) Washington an acquaintance which
ripened into a friendship that continued through life.

At the breaking out of the revolutionary war, Dr. Craik tendered
his services to the American Army and after the surrender of York-
town was appointed director-general of the hospital at that place. At
the close of the war lie was persuaded by Washington to settle at Alex-
andria, near Mount Vernon. He remained the physician and friend of
the general, and was with him at the time of his death. To him Wash.
ington refers in his will, calling him ¢ my compatriot in arms; my old
and intimate friend.” He died in Fairfax County, Virginia, February
6, 1814.

Dr. Walter McClurg was a successful practitioner in Elizabeth City,
Va., about the middle of the year 1750,

Hugh Mercer, a native of Scotland, was educated as a physician, and,
having emigrated to this country, settled in Virginia. He served in the
French and Indian war and, being wounded at Fort Du Quesne, barely
escaped capture by the enemy. He entered the American Army at the
commencement of the Revolution, and, having distinguished himself in
various battles, was made brigadier-general, During the action at
Princeton, on the 3d of January, 1777, while endeavoring fo rally his
retreating troops, his horse was shot from under him and he severely
wounded by the British troops, who surrounded and stabbed him with
their bayonets. He died January 19, 1777, and was buried at Phila-
delphia. 3

Dr. John Spencer was born and educated in Scotland. He was an
alumnus of the University of Edinburgh. Arriving in America towards
the close of the last century, he settled at Dumfries, Va., where he ob-
tained a large and lucrative practice.

Dr. Andrew Leiper was a resident of Richmond, where he died, Octo-
ber 17, 1798.

VIRGINIA SURGEONS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

The following physicians of Virginia served in the Continental Army
in their professional capacity, as I find from the historical records of
the Revolution :

Cornelius Baldwin, Thomas Clrystie, Mace Clements, Joseph Daris
Charles Land, Baziel Middleton, George Mouroe, Robert Rose, Joseph,
Savage, Alexander Skinner, Nathan Smith, John Tresvant, Claiborne
Vaughn, James Wallace, and George Yates.
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Surgeon David Gould died July 12, 1781,

William Graham was surgeon’s mate of Colonel Alexander Spotts-
wood’s regiment,

James McClurg, M. D., a native of Virginia, graduated in medicine
from the University of Edinburgh in 1770. He practiced at Richmond,
Va., and established his name as a surgeon of high repute in the revo-
lationary war,

Dr. Alexander Lajournade was commissioned surgeon'’s mate, March
15, 1778, to Col. Charles Harrison’s Virginia and Maryland Artillery.

Dr. Robert Macry was surgeon in the Eleventh Virginia Regiment,
November 13, 1776.

Dr. Shuball Pratt was surgeon in the Virginia Line, March 12, 1778.

Dr. John Roberts was appointed surgeon’s mate in 1776 and promoted
to surgeon the following year.

Dr. Jonathan Calvert was commissioned surgeon’s mate November 30,
1776, in Col. Charles Ilarrison’s Virginia and Maryland regiment of
artillery.

Dr. James Carter, of Williamsburg, Va., was in 1765 complimented
by a vote of thanks and £50, by the president of William and Mary Col- ~
lege in Virginia, for his valuable services to the professors and students
when they were suffering from the small-pox.

Dr. Williangy Carter, a native of Virginia, pursued his profession at
Richmond, Va., where he died, 1798. He was surgeon to the hospltal
located at Wllhamsburg, Va., during the revolutionary war.

Dr. Thomas Chrystie served in the capacity of surgeon from April 1,
1778, to the close of the war.

John Clayton, a native of England, was educated to the profession of
medicine, came to America early in the eighteenth century, and settled to
practice in Gloncester County, Va., where he spent the remainder of his
life, dying December 15,1773, He was eminent in his profession and
one of the leading Lotanists of the time.

Dr. Stephen Cooke was a surgeon in the revolutionary war and was
taken prisoner and sent to Bermuda, where he mnarried. He returned to
Virginia, and practiced in Loudoun County, Va., until his death, which
occurred March, 1816.

James Currie, a native of Scotland, recelved his diploma at Edinburgh.
He emigrated, and practiced with reputation his profession for a long
series of years at Richmond, Va., where he died April 23, 1803, aged 63.

Dr. John Baynham was a practitioner of note in Caroline County, Va.,
during the early and middle part of the eighteenth century.

Dr. William Baynham acquired distinetion as a surgeon in Virginia.
He resided most of his life in lssex County, dying in the year 1814,
aged 65.

Dr. John Minson Galt, of Williamsburg, Va., was a physician of emi-
nence. Ile was the first physician placed in charge of the lunatic-
asylum established by the State in that town. He occupied the posi-
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tion of surgeon in the hospital located there during the revolutionary
war. Someof his descendants have distingnished themselvesin medicine.

Dr. Cabin Griffin, born in Virginia of Welsh descent, practiced in
Yorktown.

His brother, Cyrus Griffin, was the last president of the Continental
Congress.

Dr. Joseph Harding practiced with success at Portsmouth, Va., during
the latter half of the eighteenth century.

Dr. Walter Jones, a native of. Virginia, a physician of brilliant pow-
ers and abilities, practiced in Northumberland County, Va. He died
in 1815, aged 70.

Dr. Ezekiel Bull, of Virginia, was a surgeon in the Revolution. He
died, in 1819, at a very advanced age.

David anﬁth was commissioned by the Continental Cougress surgeon
and chaplain of Colonel William Heth’s regiment and was authorized to
draw pay in both capacities.

Surgeon William Rumney received from the State of Virginia a
grant of six thousand acresof land in recognition of his services, as
did also Surgeon Charles Taylor.

To this list of worthies might be added a host of others who served
with distinction in Virginia during the colonial and revolutionary wars.

MEDICAL PIONEERS IN MASSACHUSETTS—SEVENTEENYH CENTURY.

"Dr. Samuel Fuller, the first physician and surgeon in New England,
came to Massachusetts in the Mayflower. He died in 1633, at Ply-
mouth, of a distemper contracted while attending patients suffering from
a contagious disease. His wife at a later period was held in esteem as
a midwife.! .

A little later we find the names of other physicians who practiced the
healing art throughout the colony. Giles Firmin practiced in Boston
in 1634. In 1638 he received a grant of 120 acres of land at Ipswich.

John Fisk? settled at Salem in 1637,and was not only a physician but
also school-teacher and clergyman,

Dr. Williamn Gager accompanied Governor Winthrop to Boston, where
he practiced many years, and his death was the cause of much regret
to the good people of Boston.

Dr, Comfort Starr, originally of Cambridge, removed to Duxbury, Ply-
mouth County, in 1638, and then to Boston, where he died in 1660.

Samuel Bellingham and Heunry Salstonstall,® graduates of Harvard in
1642, studied medicine and received the degree of M. D. in European
universities.

Leonard Hoar, M. D., an alumnus of the Harvard class of 1650, re-
ceived his medical degrece in Europe. He also studied theology, and

: Russell’s Recollections of the Pilgrims, p. 246.
3 Felt’s Annals of Salem, p. 427.
3 Thacher’s Medical Biog., pp. 17, 18.
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settled as a minister in Sussex, England, but was rejected for non-
conformity. He was subsequently for two years president of Harvard
College, having been elected in 1672, shortly after his return to America.
He died at Quincy, November 28, 1675, aged 45 years.

John Glover, having graduated at Harvard in 1650, went to Europe,
where he received his medical degree at Aberdeen, Scotland. On his
return he settled as a physician at Roxbury.

Isaac Chancy and John Rogers, qualified as ministers, also received
their medical degrees in Europe and on their return to America en-
gaged chiefly in the ministry. The latter was president of Harvard
College (at which institution he had graduated in 1649) from 1682 to
1684, when he died, aged 53 years.

Charles Chauncy, who was appointed president of Harvard College in
1654, bad a medical education. He retained that position until his
death, in 1672, Six of his sons, educated at the college, studied med-

icine,

Matthew Fuller practiced medicine in Plymouth from 1640 to 1653,
when he removed to Barnstable, at which place he died in 167S. He
was surgeon-general of the prévincial forces in 1673,

Thomas Starrs, of Yarmouth, as early as 1640 was styled chirurgeon-

Samuel Seabury, chirurgeon in Duxbury from an early date, died in
1680.

Thomas Oliver! was in practice in Boston about 1640.

In March, 1629, John Pratt was proposed to the court of assistants
in London as a surgeon to the Salem Plantations, upon the following
conditions: ¢ That £40 should be allowed him: for his chest, £25, and
the residue for his own salary for the first year.”?

At the same meeting the company agreed with Robert Morley, serv-
ant of Mr. Andrew Mathews, late barber-surgeon,® to serve the com-
pany in New England three years, the first year to have twenty nobles,
&c. 1t is much to the credit of those connected with these early settle-
ments in America, that, in most, if not all of them, provisions were
made to give succor to the sick. ’

! Winthrop’s Journal.

2 Felt's Annals of Salem, vol. 1, p. 62,

3The person entitled to the appellation of surgeon in aucient times, as at present, is
often alyo entitled to that of physician, as is the cnstom with medical officers in mil-
itary service.

The term * surgery,” or ¥ chirurgery,” is derived from the Greek yeip, the hand, and
{pyov,work, and has been applied to that branch of medicine which effects cures through
manipulations, the use of instruments, appliances, topical remedies. In the earliest
times of which we have an account, the surgeon was an assistant to the physician, the
former exercising his art under the direction of the latter. But it early became sepa-
rated, as, in the oath of Hippocrates, it appears lithotomy was forbidden to the physi-
cian. The Arabiau physicians thought it beneath their diguity to perform surgical
operations. The Romans left this practice to their slaves. Medicine in the infancy of
every people or nation is found in the hands of the priests and is largely mixed up

with superstitious rites, In Egypt, India, China, Japau, and among savages and even
half-civilized tribes in different countries, the healiug art is always largely associated
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John Clarke, an English physician of eminence, came to Boston in
1638, where he died, in 1664, at the age of 66. An oil-portrait of him is
in the possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society.

His eldest son, John Clarke, also a phymclan, died at Boston, in 1690.

John Wilson, son of Rev. John Wllson, pastor of the first church

with the supernatural. The earliest surgeons of which there is any record were the
Egyptian priests ; and Mr. Kenrick says that “on the walls of the ruined temples of
Thebes basso-relieros have been found displaying surgical operations and instrnments
not far different from some in use in modern times.” The gkill of the early physicians
in embalming the bodies of the dead is conceded by all historians to have Lbeen great.
In Greece, surgery is as old a8 her mythical period of history. According to Grecian
poets, fifty years Lefore the Trojan war, (1242 B.C.,) Melampus, Chiron, and his dis-
ciple Esculapius, accompanied an expedition as surgeons. In the Trojan war two sons
of Esculapius—Machaon and Podalirius—took care of the wounded Greeks. Venesec-
tion and circumcision were among the earliest surgical operations of which we have
any account. The Asclepiades are represented as descendants or followers of Escn-
lapins, the son of Apollo, who was deified on account of his great skill in medicine,
* about fifty years before the Trojan war. Damocedes was eminent as a surgeon, (600

B.C.,) and, being taken prisoner Ly the Persians, reduced the dislocated ankle of Da-
rins and cnred the cancerous breast of his queen, Atosa, after the Egyptian physicians
bad failed. As might be expected, the want of exnct anatomical knowledge retarded

progress, The founding of the Alexandria school, under Ptolemy, (300 B.C.,) led to

the study of anatomy. Herophilus and Erasistratus were eminent teachers in this

university, aud are said to have inaugurated the practice of dissecting the human

body. It is probable that the nse of the tourniquet, the catheter, the crushiug of stone,

and the mode of extirpating tnmors were invented by them or their pupils. Galen

practiced both medicine and surgery at Rome in the latter half of tho second century.

The history of the advance of surgery in the different countries of Europe since the

Christian era is much the same.

The term “ barber-surgeon” became common at a time when the art of surgery and
the art of shaving were performed in England, France, and other countries by the
same person. In former times surgery was ranked as the third branch of mediciue.

The title “ surgeon ” or “ chirurgeon ” first appears to have been recognized by law
in England in 1299, The title % barber-surgeon” is much older, probably originating
during the early or Middle Ages among some of the communities of the shaven priest-
hood, which was for many centuries an educated, numerous, and influential order in
France and Great Britain. Long anterior to this period, however, it was common for
the art of the surgeon and of the physician to be exercised by the priests. This is evi.
dent from the fact that in 993 the fourth Lateran council prohibited the regular clergy
from performing any operation in surgery *involving the shedding of blood.” Opera-
tions with the knife after this were assigned chietly to seculars and clerks, the chief
part naturally falling to the tonsorial craft, who were in daily attendance on the priest-
physicians ; and the barbers, from their vocation, possessing the necessary skill in the
use of sharp instruments, were naturally assigned to this duty, nnder the direction of
the priests, Their ambition and their habit of rendering personal services suited them
to perform the duties devolving upon a chirurgeon of that period. The priests were
not at that time prohibited from practicing medicine. In 1131 the seventh Lateran
council forbade the mouks and regular canons pursuing the study of civil law and
medicine. But the council of Tours, in 1163, finding that the practice of snrgery was
still to some oxtent followed Ly the clergy, they were positively interdicted from all
surgical operations. This regulation still further tended to throw business into the
hands of the barber-surgeons and apothecaries. In France a company of barber-sur-
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built in Boston, was born in 1621, and graduated from Harvard College,
in 1642, at the first class-commencement of that institution. He was
shortly afterward installed minister of Medfield, and acted for the com-
maunity in which he lived, as pastor, school-master, and physician, until
his death, August 29, 1691.

geons was formed in 1096. They were at the sawe time keepers of the Laths, and for
several centuries retained possession of this branch of medicine.

In Great Britain, early in the fonrteenth century, the barber-surgeons became influ-
entlal as a class and their services important to the kings. The first assembly of the
craft in England was composed of Roger Strippe, W. Hobbs, T. Goddard,and Richard
Kent, since which time they built their hall in Monkwell street. Entries and records
relating to the company from 1309 to 1377 are to be seen in their books at the Gnild-
hall Chamber; also the by-laws of the company in 1387 and an act of Parliament of
1420 relating to the company.

In the second expedition against France, in 1417, Thomas Morestide and William
Bredewardyn were empowered by a warrant from the king to press as many surgeons
and instrnment-makers into their service as they could find in the city of London or
elsewhere. The barber-surgeons were once an important company in the city of Lon-
don, and were then the chief if not the only operating surgeons. This company was
formed some time previous to its incorporation, through the influence of Thomas Mores-
tide, esq., one of the sheriffs of London, in 1436. He was chirurgeon to three kings of
England, Henry IV, Henry V,and Henry VI, and died in 1450.

Jaques Fries and William Hobbs, physicians to Edward IV in 1461, along with the
prince and his brother Gloster, under the patronage of St. Cosme and Dawianus, became
founders of the corporation or brotherhood, nnder the name of the Masters or Gov-
ernors of the Mystery or Commonalty of Barbers of London. The charter bears dato
February 24, 1461, and has the royal seal in green wax. From this period the barber-
surgeons are known to have conducted the business with regularity as a body cor-
porate.

There was a distinction observed in the robe or dress of the chirurgeon proper (who
bad also studied physic) and the barber-chirurgeon. The former was, therefore, allowed
to wear the long robe, or gown, and a particular style of cap.

By virtue of the first act of Parliament, persous (not barbers) were admitted to the
practice of surgery without possessing the proper qualifications, so that the surgeons
and barbers in the third year of Henry VIII, 1512, obtained an act of Parliament to
prevent all such persons from practicing surgery within the city of London and seven
miles of the same. This latter condition is a privilege enjoyed and enforced by the
Royal College of Physicians of London at the present day. Holbein has commemorated
in a fine paiuting the event of Henry VIII delivering the clhiarter to the barber-snrgeonss
the court of assistance, and the company. This picture, which is 10 by 6 feet, still in
good condition, is preserved iu the company’s hall in Monkwell street. An engraving
of it was made by B. Barron, in 1726, the plate of which is preserved by the company,
with many other paintings of historical value to the profession. The surgeons who
were present at the reception of the charter ocenpy positions in the pieture and are
represented as dressed in gowns trimmed with fur. Their names are painted on their
persons. Thomas Vicary, (then master,) John Chambre, William Butts, and J. Alsop,
who at the time were past-masters, are placed on the right of the king, who is seated
in his royal tobes and crowned. On his left are Thomas Vicary, J. Aylef, N. Symson,
E. Harman, J. Monforde, J. Pen, N. Alcocke, B. Fereis, W. Tylby, and X. Samon.

T. Vicary is reputed to have been the author of the first work on anatomy written
in the English language.

In 1515, the sixth year of Henry VIII’s reign, the practicing barbers or snrgeons,
numbering 19, were, “in consideration of their coustant attendance upon patients,
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Thomas Boylston, father of the distinguished Dr. Zabdiel Boylston,
was born at Watertown, January 26, 1637, and subsequently settled, as
a physician and chirurgeon, at Brookline, of which town he was unques-
tionably the first resident physician. He died in 1695,

The first person executed in Massachusetts Bay Colony was Margaret

exempted by Parliament from serving in ward- or parish-offices, but likewise from all
military service.” The surgeons, increasing in number, in time erected themselves
into an independent or separate society from the barbers. Representing to Parliament
tho embarrassments they were laboring under, the subject was taken under considera-
tion, and, for the mutunal interests of each, an act was passed under the appellation of
the Masters or Governors of the Mystery or Commonalty of Barbers and Surgeons
of London. This act strictly enjoined all persons practicing the art of shaving not to
intermeddle with that of surgery, except what belongs to the drawing of teeth; so
does it likewise all surgeons from following the practice of shaving.

In 1544 Parliament again took the subject into consideration to promote the practice
of surgery and medicine, and to encourage all persons skilled in the nature of herbs,
roots, and waters to oxert themselves in the exercise thereof for the relief and cure of
wounded and distreased objects of compassion; and, among other things, provided for
each of the arts of shaving and surgery, ¢ that the said mystery, and all the men of the
same mystery of the same city, should be one body and one perpetual community, and
that their principals of the same commonalty of the most expert men in the imnystery ot
surgery might, with the assent of twelve, or eight persons at the least, of the same comn-
muunity, every year elect and make out of their community two masters or governors,
with aunthority to make statutes and ordinaunces for the government of the said mys-
tery,” &ec.

This act at once united, and at the same time separated, the two crafts, one being
commonly called The Barbers of London, the other The Surgeons of London. The
company of surgeons built a new and elegant hall in the Old Bailey, where they had a
large theater and a dissecting-room for teaching anatomy.

The College of Physicians of London was founded in 1518 aund fully established by
law in 1523; “ that the movers and procurers of so good a fellowship for the safoty
of the lives of men may be preserved, and the causes that moved the King to grant it
may be known, they are both signified to us in the King's letters-pateut, where it ap-
peareth that this suit was made by John Chambre, Thomas Lindcre, and Fernandes de
Victoria, all the King's physicians; and three other physicians, namely, Nicholas Hal-
lewell, John Francis, and Robert Yearly, and chiefly by the intercession of Cardinal
Wolsey, lord chancellor.”

On the 15th of August, 1630, Charles I confirmed the rights and privileges granted
by former pateuts and acts of Parliament, and gave to this company the right to make
by-laws for the governmeut aund order of the society, in such manner and under such
restrictions as therein mentioned, and *to make annual elections of masters or gov-
ernors of the said commonalty, whercof two are to be professors in the art aud science
of surgery; and also to elect ten of the freemen of the society to be examiners of the
surgeons of London dnring their lives.”

The Barber-Surgeons’ Company of London possess a curious and valuable memorial
in the form of a silver cup, partly gilt, the stem and body representing aun oak-tree,
from which hang acorns fashioned as little balls. The style is in allusion to the cele-
brated tree that sheltered Charles at Boscobel. The cover of the cup represents the
royal crown of England., The cup was made by order of Charles II and by him pre-
sented to the company, Charles, (afterward Sir Charles Scarborough,) chief physician

to the King, being the master of the company at the time,

The barbiers-chirurgeons were separated from the barbiers-perruquiers in France, in the
time of Lounis XIV, and made distinct corporations.




ANNALS OF MEDICAL PROGRESS. 17

Jones, a physician and doctress. Boing charged with witcheraft, it
appeared upon examination ‘‘that she had such a malignant touch, as
many persons were taken with deafness or vomiting, or other violent
pains or sickness; her medicines, though harmless in themselves,
yet had extraordinarily violent effects; that such as refused her medi-

By the year 1745 it was pretty generally recognized that the two arts which the
company professed were foreign to and independent of each other; and by an act of
Parliament, (No. 18, George II1,) to take effect June 24, 1745, entitled “An act for
making the snrgeons and barbers of London two distinct and separate corporations,”
they were so separated. .

Lord Thurlow, in the House of Peers, July 17, 1797, in his speech opposing the sur-
geons’ incorporation bill, said that, “by a statute still in force, the barbers and sur-
geons were each to use a pole. The barbers were to have theirs blue and white, striped,
with no other appendage; but the snrgeons, whose pole was the same in other respects,
were to have a gallipot and a red flag in addition, to denote the particular nature of
their vocation.”

Anterior to the art of printiug, the barbers, or rather the barber-surgeons, are repre-
sented in different illuminated manuscripts as using & pole colored red. It is probable
that the origin of the pole was from the fact that the barbers, in practicing phlebotomy,
caused their patients to extend the arm and grasp a small pole or cane to steady the arm
and make the blood flow more freely. Convenience suggested a pole for this special
purpose; and, to prevent its being stained, it was painted red. Such a pole was hung
out at the door, with the white bandages wound around it, as a symbol of their voca-
tion. This practice, no doubt, led to painting the pole in various colors and stripes, as
red and white, blne and white, and, perhaps, red, white, and bluae.

Prior to the late rebellion, the colors used on barbers’ poles in the United States
were red and white only. It is a noticeable fact, however, that the patriotism of the
barbers of the country during the war with the South has induced them to adopt almost
universally the national colors for their poles, s0 that now they are mostly striped with
red, white, and blue.

In Constantinople the barbers still act as surgeons and dentists, and weave the teeth
they have drawn, along with beads, into fanciful designs, and exhibit them at the doors
and windows. Some barbers of Londou, even at the present time, exhibit, in their win-
dows, the teeth they have drawn, as a sign that pulling teeth is a part of their business.
During the late war, a barber by the name of Striker had a shop on Seventh street, in
Washington City, opposite the Putent-Office, and used to keep hanging at his door
and windows, and in several places in his shop, long strings of human teeth that he had
drawn, to remind persous that, in addition to shaving and cutting hair, he professed the
art of drawing teeth.

There are in the United States but four vocations with which I am acquainted that
adopt symbols instead of lettered signs or the exhibition of some implement of their
craft or manunfacture as 8 mode of announcing business. These are the barber, the
pawnbroker, the tea- and spice-dealer, aud the tobaccounist. The latter has adopted the
figure of an Indian in costume, and is the ouly one of the four originating in America.
The symbol of three balls, which coustitutes the pawnbrokers’ sign, is taken from the
coat of arms of the Medici family, who for centuries were leading physicians in Italy,
and subsequently became wealthy baukers, but retained on their coat of arms the sign
of three pills, in prond recollection of their ancient vocation. The tea- and spice-dealera
have adopted the figure of a Chinese in native costnme, indicative of the country from
which the goods they offer for sale are brought.

For the information in this note I am indebted to Entick’s and also to Allen’s History
of Loudon, Rowlaud on the Human Hair, Larwood’s History of Sign-boards, and to
numerous encyclopelias and other works.

2P
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cines she would tell that they would never be healed, and accordingly
their diseases and hurts continued with relapses against the ordinary
course, and beyond the apprehension of all physicians and surgeons:”

Another doctress, a Mrs. Hutchinson, who resided in Boston about
the year 1637, had the reputation of being a very skillful midwife. She
was banished from the colony, however, for agitating measures against
the state.

John Aleock graduated from Harvard in 1646, pursued the study of
medicine and practiced in Roxbury, his native town, until his death in
1667, in the forty-second year of his age.

The second physician of Weymouth was Dr. Beal, who began prac-
tice there about 1633. Tradition says that his practice and reputation
were good.

Samuel Alcock, brother of Dr. John Alcock, was born at Roxbury,
and settled at Boston as a chirurgeon. Ile died March 16, 1677, at the
age of 39 years.

Benjamin Tompson, son of Rev. William Tompson, resided at Rox-
bury, where he enjoyed considerable local celebrity as a physician,
schoolmaster, and poet. He was boru at Braintree, July 6, 1642, gradu-
ated from Harvard in 1662, and died April 13, 1714,

A noted midwife of Boston was Ruth DBarnaby, who practiced her
calling in that town for more than forty years. She was born at Mar-
blehead, in August, 1664, and died February 12, 1765, aged 101 years-
During the revisitation of the small-pox in 1764, although over 100
yvears old, she insisted on being inoculated, and thus escaped the
loathsome disease, notwithstanding several members of her family
contracted it.

Robert Child, a native of England, but educated at Padua for the
medical profession, immigrated to Massachusetts as early as 1644 and
located at Hingham. In 1646 he and others were fined for protesting
against the union of the church and-state. Dr. Child prepared to sail
for Europe, in order to lay his case before Parliament; but the court,
anticipating his design, caused him to be apprehended, and, adjudging
him guilty of contempt, quadrnpled his former fine and ordered his im-
prisonment until payment was made. His original intention in coming
to this country was to explore the mineral resources of the New World.
He was a very learned man, for the times, and his bitterest opponent,
Governor John Winthrop, spoke of him as ¢ a man of quality, a gentle-
man, and a scholar.”

Among the immigrants to New England iu 1650 was Dr. William
Avery, a native of England and a subsequent benefactor of Harvard
College. He settled at Dedham, but afterward removed to Boston,
where he died, March 18, 1686, aged 65 years.

Edward Winslow, at one time goveruor of Massachusetts, was born
in Worcestershire, England, and died of fever, near the isle of Jamnaica,
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May 8, 1655. It appears that he possessed a knowledge of medicine,
¢ for, having visited Massasoit and finding him very sick, he preseribed
for him, curing his affliction, which so pleased the king that he disclosed
a plot of the Indians for the destruction of the colony.” It is also inci-
dentally mentioned of him that he was at Leyden previons to his immi-
gration to this country.

Daniel Allen, son of Rev, John Allen, the first minister of Ded-
ham, was born in 1656 and graduated from Harvard in 1675. He re-
ceived a medical edacation and resided in Boston, where he probably
practiced his profession. He was librarian of the college-library at the
time of his deatl, which occurred in 1692. .

Jonathan Avery, son of Dr. William Avery, was born in Boston ; and
in his will, made in May, 1691, he describes himself as ‘a resident of
Dedham, a practitioner of physic, aged 35 years.” A tradition existed
among the doctor’s descendants that he was a believer in alchemy and
spent much of his time in chemical studies.

In 1662 Dr. John Touton, a native of Rochelle, in France, applied to
the general court of Massachusetts for the privilege of settling in the
colony for himself and fellow-Protestants.

Dr. Oliver Noyes, a representative of Boston, died in 1721, aged 48
years. He graduated from Harvard in 1695 and was highly esteemed.

Benjamin Bullivant, a gentleman of noble family, practiced medicine
in Boston in 1686, and became distinguished for skill in his profession,
and as a pharm