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A CENTURY OF AMERICAN MEDICINE.
17T76—1876.

IIL
OBSTETRICS AND GYN./ECOLOGY.

By T. Gaeearo Tuowas, M., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseazes of Women
and Childeen in the College of Fhysicians and Surgeens, New York.!

TeE progress of philosophy, theology, polities, and seience has
never, in the history of the world, been marked by steady, monotonons,
and gradual advencemenl. For long periods it bas appeared to he so,
Lot now and then, once in a century perhaps, each of these departments
haz felt the impetns imparted to it by the infuence of some rare and
stupendous genins, which, in a brief period, has effected more than years
of patient toil had before accomplished. Some man, towering in intel-
lect above his fellows, ordnined by nature to lead into unexplerml regions,
and to dominate new felds of thonght, has here and there mede his
appearance, and marked his epoch as an era. In more modern times
philozophy has felt the influence of Bacon, theology that of Luther,
science that of Newton, and politics thot of Napoleon.

2o has it been with the progress of each of the depariments of the
healing art. Sorgery, medicine, chemistry, analomy, phrsiology, and
the collateral science of botany, has each in turn, since the revival of
learning, felt the propolsive influence of P’aré, Boerhaave, Derzelios,
Margngul lerey. and Linneuos,

Buch an impetns wes given to obstetrics late in the eighteenth cen-
tary. Until that time this department was chiefly allotied to women,
and the few male practitioners who devoled themselves to it orcupied a
lower professional position than those engaged in medicine and sur-
gery. He who was to establish the dignity of obstetrics, to elevate it
to the position of s seience, and to open the way to its rapid progress,
appeared in the persen of William Hunter, whose work apon the gravid
nteros was published in 1774, It is true that the writings of Smellie
and Levret, great contributions to obstetries 8% an art, preceded it; but
it is equally troe that Hupter laid the corner-sione of the seience in
giving to the profession a work which may be said to have beeu to ob-
stetrics what that of Euclid was to mathemsaties. It was the foreronner
af the subsequent eminently valushle lnbours of Naeglé, and the inspira-
tion of those of Denman and his school.

Twao years before the foundntion of this republic the new era of modern
ohstelries was established, which hes now losted for & centory. i in-
foence, immedistely and decidedly felt in Evrope, gove little evidence of
its existenca bere, however, for the next quarter of & century, probably,

! Tha anthor desires to acknowledge his obligations to T'r. 5. Beach Joves, Ir.,
for valnable aealstancs in the preparation of this rejert.
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in great part, for the following reasons. TIts inaogoration found om
this continent an infant nation engaged in a struggle for independence
with the formidabile power of Great Britain, which taxed every resoorce
for the following seven years: epersely settled, withoot financial re-
sonrces, and unprovided with the materials for sustaining & lengthy war,
it became necessary for self-protection Lhat the private resources, the
individueal efforts, the undivided energies of its people should be concen-
trated upon one single, snered ohject.  From this it resulted that until
the year 1783 attention was entirely abstracted from the pursnils of
pesce—agricolture, manufacture, eclence, art, were all neglected.

The establishment of peace found the country entirely unprepared at
onege to reaume those purenits to which it had ro long been a stranger.
The people were impoverished, the land was unproductive, the credit of
the conntry was not yet established, and its exchequer was empty. The
immediate material wante of the inhabitants claimed their almost wndi-
vided attention, and it is not a matter of surprise that for some time we
find few records of national or private efforts put forth in behall of
science in this field or in any other. As an art, practised chiely by
midwives, obstetrics was a vigorous plant, deep-rooted and strong ; as a
gcience, & delicate shoot, which feebly stroggled with adverse circum-
stances for life; while the very seed of the sister branch of gyomcology
may be said to have been onsawed,

In apite of the prejudices of the commanity, at an esrly period even in
coloninl limes a very small number of physicians, recognizing the elaims
of ohstetrics, devoted themselves to its practice. In 1758, according to
Bartlett, Dir. James Lloyd, a pupil of Smellie ond Huonter, settled in
Boston, and in the following year systematically began the practice of
midwifery. He was the first practitioner go devoting bimself of whom
records can be found, In 1762 the same course was puorsned hy Dr.
William Shippen, Jr., of Philadelphia; and these two pioneers in obstetrie
science began the great work here which Smellie, Honter, and others
were striving for abroad, of placing this important branch upon = level
with the gister departments of medicine and eurgery. The soccess of
their efforts may be jodged by the facts thatin 1762 Dr. Shippen de-
livered a course upon obstetrics ; that in 1767 Dir. J. V. B. Tennant was
appointed to a special chair on this sohject in New York; and that, thos
introduced as & distinet department Into the carriculom, the suhject has
Eu the present day been recognized as one of paramoont importance and

ignity. .

Duaring this period essays were written by Orne, Oagood, and Hol-
yoke' upon podendal hematocele, the Siganltian operation, raptare of
the oterus, retroversion of the gravid wterus, extra-oterine pregnancy,
and deseriptive of enses in practice, evidencing an effort in the right
direction,

In 1791" the operation of gastrotomy for removal of an extra-uterine
fetus was successfully performed by William Bayoham aopon the wifs of
s Virginia planter. The same gentleman® operated with similar success
opon & negro slave in 1799 Before Baynham's first case the operation
had been only once performed in this country, namely, in colonial times,

I Med. Communiention and Digsertations of Mass. Med. Soe., vol. il p. 235,
* Qatline History of Gynmeology in New Eogland, by H. R, Storer.

i N, Y. Med. and Philes. Journ., Jan. 1809, vol, i. p. 161.

! Ibid., Jan. 1809, vol. §. p. 166,
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by John Bard, of New York, in 1769." Subsequently it was repeated by
Wishart® and Alex. H. Stevens.?

The dawn of the nineteenth centory fonnd the United States ripe for
progress and advancement, and while it was yet young the lamp-ofl medi-
eal science began to born with a brightness which it had not shown
before, and which promised well for the fotore. We will not stop to
inguire whether this improvement in progress was doe to the fact that o
nation, fatigned, exhaosted, avd impoverished by a severe conflict, had
now bad Lme for recuperation; or whether, in the langoage of the
learned Beck,' this was due to the " infloence which our pecoliar form
of gorvernment exerta over the charecter and progress of science,™ Let
the sequel of this sketch prove, too, whether thers be sny truth in his
assertion that “ it s onqeestionably troe that our medicine participates
largely of that spirit of independence which characterizes the civil and
pelitical institatione of our country.” However much patrictic zeal may
prompt an inclination to accept this view, let no American ignore the
fact already stated, that the way to progress in obstetrics was pointed
ont by the great Englishmen, Hunter; end that in the very frst year of
the new centory o similar impulse was given to gynmeology by the emi-
pent Frenchman, Récamier.

The greatest advances which have been made in the science and art
of medicine in modern times have all been due to the snbordination of
facts to physical investigation and demonstration. The prodigious
strides made in pathological anatomy douring the time intervening be-
tween Morgagni and Virchow have been doe to the microscope. The
great modern advance which has been made in the diagnosis, prognosis,
and treatment of cardiac and polmonery affections, has resnlted from the
discovery of anscultation and percossion., Digeases of the deep strue-
tores of the eye bave been comprehended through the instromentality of
the aphthelmoscope. The laryngoscope has bronght order out of ecan-
fusion in affections of the larynx; and clinical thermometry hag done
more than anything else in oor centory to remove diagnosie and prognosis
from the domain of specolution, and place them npon & scientific basfs.
At the commencement of the prezent centory such an influence was
evoked in behall of gynmeology in the ppeenlum oteri, with which Réca-
mier, in 1801, began the study of the diseases of femals sexoal organs,

The history of few instroments which have come down to us from
ancient times can be 8o clearly treced as this. Directly back through
the ages which intervena between our civilization and that of the Greeks,
its existence can be detected; and yet ite merits and advantages had been
graduoally so lost sight of that Técamier may be said to have re-dise
covered it at the time jnst mentioned. The labonors of this man, mere
than those of any other in modern times, have advanced gynmeology, and
given to it ils present position of dignity and vsefuloess.

The doty of presenting & summary of America’s contribotion 1o ob-
stefrics and gynmcology from the time of Hunter and Récamier to our
own, is troly an arduous one.  Bo extensive i the literature which has
been contributed to these sobjecta that even a faithful examination of it
is dificolt. Maoch more difficult is tht tesk of separating the wheat fram

! Parry on Extra-(terine Pregnanay, p. 224.

* Phil. Jonrn. of Mud. and Phys. 3olence, 1825, N, 8., vol. L. p. 120,
* N, Y. Journ. Med,, May, 1848, p. 341.

* Historieal Sketoh of the State of Medicine in the American Colonies.
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the chafl in the meterinl presesting iteelf, for, verily, there is & sorprising
smount of hoth to be foand.

In 1806, Dr. George Clark! reporled a case of extra-olerine pregnaney,
where, the head of the child presenting in the reclum, be passed his entira
hand into the bowel, and, geizing the head, exiracted it. Some time
afterwnard the body and secundines were spontaneously expelled. In
this cage the operation proved the practicability of introducing the
whole hand intoe the rectom without doing serious demage to that
visens, and demonstrated the utility of so doing in just such cases as
that here recorded. In this course he hes since been imitated by Dun-
can, of Edinburgh, and Janvrin, of New York. Simon's recent advocacy
of the procedure, for other purposes, is well known.

The year 1807 was signalized by two important oceurrences in Ameri-
can medicine, the introduction of ergot into the maleria medica as an
oxytoxie, and the publication of the Brst work on midwifers which ap-
peared in this country. Leng beforo that time ergot had been known,
and in GGermany, Froncs, and Italy had even been empirically osed by
midwives ng & uterine stimulant.  The name of the drog, indeed, in the
German tongue is midterkorn, To John Stearns, first president of the
K. Y. Academy of Medicine, belongs the credit of demonstrating its
oxyloxic effecta to the medical profession, and giving it ita deserved
position os the most reliable. and valuable of this cless of agents. Hia
firat communication, dated Jan. 25, 1807, was written from his residence
in Saratoga Connty to Mr. S, Akerly, and puoblished in the &, F. #Medical
Repository.® This altracted great attention, gave rise to many others of
similer character, and very soon obstetrics had at its disposal s most
ruluable agent, capable of accomplishing o resolt with almost certainty
which none other, discovered either before or since, has been able to
effect. Ergot to-day stands unrivalled as an oxytoxic among drugs, and
the pood which has resnlted from its vee in post-partum hemorrhage is
incaleulable.

The first work npon obstetrics which appeared from the pen of & native
auther was that of Dr. SBamuel Bard, of New York. This was published
in 1507, and in 1519 had reached the fifth edition. In his preface Bard
especially disclaims all originalily, and declares that Lis work is & com-
pend for the ose of midwives and practitioners. The style of this work,
though quaint, is strikingly simple, and the author sppears to have been
& careful, conscientions, and coogervative practitiooer.

T gonless,'" Bays he, * not without severs repret, that towards the end of
thirty years' practice, [ fouod much less oceasion for the wse of ipstruments
than I did in the begioning ; aod 1 believe we may cerlainly coneluda that the
person who, in proportion  lo the extent of his praclice, meels with most fre-
quent occasion for the use of instruments, konowa loast of the powers of natare,
antl thut he who boasts of his skill and success in their opplication is & very
daogerous map.”

It waa daring thia, the first decade of the nineteenth cenlury, that the
greatest of all the contributions which the United Htates has had the
good fortune to make 1o gynmcology, came forth from the then far west;
& region from which so great an advance would at thet early period have
heen least expected. This was the performance of ovariotomy by
Ephraim McDowell, of Denville, Kentucky, The magnitude and im-

¥ Phile. Med. Mupenm, 1506, vol. ii. p. 292,
! Vol v, 2d Hexads, p. 304,
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portance of the procedure, the obseurity of Its originator, and the fact
that its practicability bad long before been stated by eminent Eoropean
anthorities, all combined to render MeDowell an object of distrost and
obloguy. Many, both here and abroad, aympathized with the sarcastic
expreasion of the then editor of the Medico-Chirurgical Review:!
“A back settlement of Americe—EKentucky—has beaten the motber
conntry, nay, Europe itself, with all the boasted sorgeons thereof, in the
fearful and formidable eperation of gastrotomy, with extraction of dis-
eased ovories.” Had this been stated in sober earnest, it would hove
been a modest and simple expression of what time, after o most search-
ing examination, has proved to be the troth. It was, however, written
in the bitterest spirit of sarcasm, the cloven foot of which is soon made
apparent by the occorrence of this sentence: " Qur skepticiam, and we
muost confess it, is not yet removed."

Upon refiection, with the facts of the case clearly before us, the
sunccess of the western surgeon is mot a matter of so great sorprise.
He was no illiterate, inexperienced, and rash adventorer, but & sorgeon
who had sat in his stodent days at the feet of John Hell and other emi-
nent men, at thet time composing the faculty of medicine at Edinburgh.
“ Every seminary of learning,” saya Sir Joshoa Heynolds in one of his
seademical discourses, "' is surrounded with an atmoaphers of Aoatling
knowledge, where every mind may imbibe somewhat congenial to ils own
original conceptions.” [In Edinburgh the young American student im-
bibed some of this Boating koowledge, and ondoubtedly had the sced
sown which afterwards ripened so lustily ; for at that very time hints
and sogpestions as to ovariotomy were often thrown out by his teachers.
Returning home, bowever, he bided bis time. Iefore essaying his great
conception he had already achieved a high repulation as a surgeon for
lithotomy and hernia, and for fourteen yewrs he cherisbed and reflected
upon the idea of opersting for extirpation of an ovarian tumour before an
oceasion offered for so doing.

It is evidently at varisnce with all the evidence st oor disposal in
reference to this discovery, Lo conclode that it was made by a snddenstroke
of genius on the part of ite discoverer. It should not be forgotten that
what is styled genius is only the power of suddenly drawing deduections
from premises slowly, carefully, ?llienu_'r stowed away in the mind, stu-
dioosly analyzed, and thooghtfolly considered. Sir Isane Newion ex-
pressed this opinion when, being complimented uvpon bis genius, he
replied that, * il he had made any discoveries it was owing more lo
patient atteotion than to any other talent.” In our day metaplysicians
ere agreed in defining genius as s power of concentrating the mind in
prolonged, Gxed, and continued attention. Bulfon tersely styles it a
“protracled patignee.'

In 1809 the long-wished.for opportunity presented itsell to McDowell,’
and he operated soccessfully ; then sgain in 1813, and agaln in 1816;
elthoogh he did not publish thess coses till 1817, What a commentary
ppon Lhe grand nature of the man was this calm deliberation and hesi-
laney to rush into print | He had performed an operation naver belore
sttempted in the bistory of the world, and with three soccessive good
recolts, and yet he did not hasten to blazon it abroad |

A great desl has been said, and very properly said, concerning the

I Dt. James Jobnaon, Med..Chir. Bev., M. 5. vol. v., Oot. 1824, p. 620,
! Esleotic Repesitory and Analytic. Rev., Apeil, 1817, p. 242,
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fact that MeDowell got the soggestion of ovariotomy from abrond, and
only developed it afterwards in his own country. Even had McDowell
never lived, Ameriea seemed destined to be connecled with this great
gorgical trinmph from its inanguration ; for in.Jnly, 1821, Nathan Smith,
then Professor of SBurgery in Yale College, performed ovariotomy! entirely
withoot the knowledge of the fact that he had been preceded by one of
his own countrymen in 1809, and by & German in 1819,

The scopa of this paper will not admit of a record of the names of the
immediate followers of theze gnrgeons; soffice it to emy that before the
yenr 1850 eighteen operators hed snceessfolly performed thirty-six ope-
rations, with twenty-one recoveries and fifteen deaths.

In England evariotomy was never performed till 1836 ; in Germany it
was firat performed in 1819, and in France in 1844,

It will thus be seen that thi= operation, remarkable st once for its
simplicity and effeiency, did not rapidly advance to o recognized place
as one of the resources of surgery, but slowly and painfolly overcame the
prejudices and doubts of worthy men, and the misrepresentations of de-
tractors. In effecting this resalt, America by no means stood alone.
Nevertheless it was to A mericans, the successors of McDowell, that it
was in great part doe. The names most intimately connected with the
work are those of John L. and W. L. Atlee, Duonlap, Peaslee, and Kimball.
To the Atlees oo much eredit in this regard cannot be nccorded. Pro-
foundly impressed with the importance and future nsefolness of the pro-
cednre, they pressed onward in the work of establishing ita claims with
that dignified Indifference Lo the criticiama of opponents which always
characterizes suceessful innovators. They operated upon all snitable
eases, when each ventore insored & storm of censore; when every fatal
result was cited in evidence of their recklesencss; when persistence
robbed them of the esteem of many whose good feeling they conld not
but valoe,

*“ On the 1Tth September, 1843," writes Alexander Donlap, of Spring-
field, Ohio, “I performed my first ovariotomy, and carefully wrote oumt
the case for poblication, and sent it to o medical journal. They sent it
back, with & note, stating that they could not publish the case of such
an unjustifiable operation. I threw it into the waste-basket, determined
to write no more for medical jonrnals; but, being eatisfied that T was
right, to continoe the operation, From that time, for & number of years,
I was looked opon by most of the profession oot west as a kind of an
Ishmaelite in the regular profession in regard to surgery, snd in that
operation in particolar. . . . I have now operated 106 times for ovari-
otomy (18746), with 27 deaths and 79 cores.” Peastes operated first in
1850 and Kimball in 1855.

Let it be borne in mind that these operators, with a few others, for a
long time, stood nlmost alone. In those doys it was as difficnlt to find a
physician bold enongh to sostain the operation as it now is to find one
who dares decry it, and the wizest and most eminent sorgeons of onr
country did not hesitate to declare,” ** that in a few yeara the mensnra will
be consigned to the oblivion it so richly merits,” This, indeed, was n
mild expression of disspprobation compared with many others from the
best men in oor ranke, Let oe rather draw the veil over the exhibition
of vitoperation and personal ebusa which disgraced the opposition, and

' Am. Mad, Reaorder, 1822, vol. v. p. 124.
t Liston and Mfiter's Surgery, 1847, p. 422,
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slrive to forget that the bigotry and narrow-mindednezs which endea.
voured to crush the great discovery of Copernicos atill lived in onr day, to
strive agninst ovariotomy., ** Pride,” says Sir William Hamilton, ** has
led ‘men to close their eyes against the most evident troths which were
not in harmony with their adopted opinions. It ia said that there was
vot & physician in Evrope above the age of forly who would admit Har-
vey’s discovery of the cireolation of the blood.”

To-dny, when ovariotomy is generally ncmﬁleﬂ as a valuable surgical
resource, it is difficalt for ons to appreciate the ressons for the tardiness
with which it overcame Enropean prejodices, and forced its claims opon
the notice and confidence of men who have since learned to accord to the
procedure its troe value. So entirely has thie disposition on the part of
trans- Atlantic surgeons been now overcome that & very general and, we
are forced to say, o very reasonable feeling of sorprise has been excited
in Americs at whet has seemed to be an inclination to fgnore her indis-
putable rights in the matter.

“Till 1858," says an ovariotomist of Great Britain, as well known for his
personal excellenca ns for his ekill and snceess as an operator, writing as
Iate ms 1873, **I conld find oothing whatever anywhere to encoorage, but
everything to deter one from attempting [t. Ovariotomy was then, as an
operation, simply nowhere.” This was a mistake. Ovariotomy since
1809 was somewhere; namely, in the land in which MeDowell had
performed thirteen operations with eight undoubted successes before
1830; W. L. Atlee® fourteen operations prior to 1851; J. L. Atlee
double ovariotomy in 1843; aod where over twentiy-five other surgeons
had removed ovarisn tomours each one or more times prior to the
year in which thiz eminent commentator began to discover the where-
aboots of the procedure. The only extracrdinary thing connected with
the matter is that 60 important an operation could for almost an entire
hall eentury have so completely concealed its hoge proportions from the
ken of s0 neote an observer, and that too in & country teeming with medis
cal periodicals and o nation not prone to hide its Hight under & bushel.

England, France, and Germany have each in torn been claimants of an
operation, which after the most critical and thorongh search stands fully
accredited to America, " In faith, twas strange, 'twas passing strange,”
and yet 'twes true, that & sorgeon of the Western wilds, with what Fiorry
once styled “one aodace Americaine,” stole o march upon the polished
eavans of the old world, as if in tbe silent watches of the night.

It is difficolt to estimate the amonnt of good which this operation has
bestowed wpon homanity! Practized to-day in every civilized country
in the world, yielding the statistics of seventy to seventy-five per cent. of
recoveries, and daily being improved in its various steps, it may well be
regarded as one of the greatest surgieal trinmphs of the centary. *‘It
may be shown,"” rays Pesslee, *that in the United States and Great
Britain alone, ovariotomy bas, withio the lost thirty years, directly con-
tribated more than thirty thousand years of active life to woman, all of
which would have been lost bad ovariotomy never been performed.” To
have done this even for one generation alone is glory enough for one
morial, aod his country, apparently in recogoition of this fact, leaves bis

! Mr. Thos. Eeith, Brit. Med. Journ., Deo. 20, p. 739,
¥ Am. Journ. Med. Bel., N. 8., vol. xxix. p. 357,
¥ Ibid., N, &, vol. vil. p. 44.
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grave without a mark, and his memory to be preserved only in the hearts
of the thousands of grateful women whom his genius has saved from death.

Should the day ever arrive io which the memory of McDowell shall be
honoured by & monument, sorely no one will deny to it the right to that
inseription which declares wpon the statwe of Washington ; be **has ren-
dered his name dear to his fellow-citizens, and given the world an immor-
tal example of true glory,”

In the year 1816, Jehn King, of Edisto Island, South Caroling, per-
formed one of the most remarkable operations for removel of an extra-
uterine felus ever placed on record. The case wos one of sbdominal
pregnancy; the head presented in the pelvis, outside of the vagina; he
cut through the walls of the Iatter, and applying the forceps, while ab-
dominal pressure wes exerted apon the child from above, bad the rare
good fortune to save both mother and child.

Towerds the close of the eighteenth century there srose a man whose
geniug left ite impress vpon American obstetrics more decidedly than that
of any other has done before or since. Decided in opinion, vigorons in
expression, terse in argument, and trenchent in style, he did o great deal
townrds elevating the department to which he devoted himszell. William
I"otts Dewees was born in 1768 and died in 1841, after a long and labo-
rious professional career, duriog which he exerted & powerful influence as
Professor of Midwifery in the Univerzity of Peonsylvania, and o writer
upon obetetrics, gynmeology, and pedistrics.

In after times it is impossible to estimate the degree of influence which
lina been exerted by such & man as Dewees. It is & matter of tradition
only, end we can merely point te the Hrere seripte which outlive him,
He contributed o Treatize on the Diseases of Femanles (1526), which went
to the tenth edition; o Treatise on the Physical and Medical Treatment
of Children (1825), which reuched the tenth edition ; and a Comprehen-
sive System of Midwifery (1524), which went into a twelfth edition.
QOr the last Prof. Hogh L. Hodge® declared *it takes a stand decidedly
in ndvanes of Denman, Osborne, Burng, and other English authorities in
general uge in our coantry at that period, and even of Baudeloeque him-
gell in throwing aside from his excellent system much that was useless,
and, it may be said, imaginative.”

Diewees had two able successora in Meigs and Hodge, Loth of whom
renched old age in the active performance a? their professional dulies, and
left indelible traces of their influence by reason of their strong intellectual
qualifeations, valuable literary contributions, and rare personal worth,

Charles 0. Meigs was born in Bermuoda fo 1792, and commenced
practice in 1815. For mony years he filled the chair of obstetrica in the
Jefferson Medical College of Philodeiphin, and contributed lorgely to
medical literature, Ilis most important works were Woman, her Lis
enses and Remedies (1847); Obstetrics, the Science and Art (1849); &
Treatise on Acote and Chronic Diseases of the Neck of the Uteros
(1850); and on the Natore, Signs, and Trestment of Childbed Fevers
(1834),

Meigs® drew special attention to cardiac thrombosis as a canse of those

! Med. Repanitory, 1817, W, &, vol. {ii. p. 388, Zoo also " An analyaia of the
eubject of extra-uterine fretation, and of the retroversion of the gravid aterus,
by John King, Esq., of Bouth Carolina.” Norwich, 1818, Svo. pp. 176.

t Memoir fu Amar, Journ. of Med. Sel., Jan, 1843,

¥ Med. Examiner, Maroh, 18449, p. 141.



1876.] Obstetrics and Gynecology. "141

sudden denths which oceur in childbed, and which had generally been
attriboted to syneope. **T had noticed, on varions occasions, the total
want of any means of explaining such disasters,” saya he, referring to
sudden deaths post partom, *and remained as muoech in the dark as my
compeers, ontil [ discovered that the incident depends most commanly on
the sndden congulation of the blood that cceupies, for the time, the right
suricle of the heart, and, in some of the cases, even that whish is in the
ventricle, and the polmonery artery.’™

It has been remarked by an eminent American anthor that Meigs *jost
escaped the honoar, which is now, and will herealter be given to the emi-
nent Viechow, of Berlin, of & great pathological discoverp. Even ad-
mitting the truth of this statement, it is certainly well that the jostice
of the award shoold here Le guestioned. Meigs proclaimed the frct
in no uncertain or wavering tones, but boldly, decidedly, repeatedly, and
by every method. Why is the honoor not his?  What else conld he have
done to deserve it? Many of his conntrymen will sympathize with the
voice which spenks now, after death, in this unmistakable manner. *1
hare a jost right to claim the merit of being the first writer to call the
attention of the medical profession to these endden concretiona of these
concreecible elements of the blood in the heart nand great vessels.” It
may be sald that he did not follow his discovery into detail as regarded
secondary deposits of emboli. What of that?  He does not elnim to have
done s0. What he does cleim is elearly and onguestionably claimed with
jostlee.

The style of Meigs was pecolinrly quaint ond antigne. Yet he pos-
sessed fo a remarkable degree the power of fixing salient poinmts upon
the mind of the reader or listener, and burning into the memory the
maxims which he deemed of greatest importanee. Meigs died June 23,
13639,

Huogh 1. Hodge practized in Philadelphia from 1818 to 1873, during
which period he exerted n wide and decided influence as Professor of
Obstetrics and Disenzes of Wormen in the University of Pennsylvania, and
as the aothor of & nomber of valoable works npon these and Kindred
subjects. His most valuable contribations to literature were Cases and
Observations regarding Poerperal Faver (1833) ; Diseases Peculior to
Women, including Displacement of the Terus (1860) ; Principles and
FPractice of Obstetrics (1864) ; and Essays upon Synelitism of the Fetal
Head (1870-71).* In his essays and lectures Hodge made prominent,
by precept and illustration, the value of forceps ms compressors in
ordinary delivery, and after perforation ; synelitiam of the fetal head ;
the importance of the induction of premoture labour where even without
pelvie deformity repested fetal deaths have occurred from premature
ossification ; the prophylactic influence of mechanical support in pre-
vention of habitual abortion, and its eficacy in cases of uterine fbroid ;
and added to the armamentarinm obstrefricion * Hodge's Forceps,” the
instrament more generally used in this country than ooy other; a com-
pressor eranii ; o craviotomy seissors ; and placental forceps—all atrest-
iog rare mechanical ingenuity.

gl-“lur grnecology Hodge secomplished mueh by the origination and
developmeut of two idens which have already done a grent deal of good,
and will in the future do more thao they bove yet aceowplished. The

! Treatise on Obstatrigs, 6th ed., p. 352,
' A, Joarn, Med. Sei., Oct. 1570, p. 323, and July, 16871, p. 17,
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first of these invelved the recognition of the fact that that state of the
uterus characterized by enlargement, lenderness, displacement, con-
gestion, and hypersecretion is not " inflammation,” and shoold not be
trented as such ; the secoud, that » double vaginal lever can supplement
the exhausted aterine supports under these circumetances, and by sustain-
ing the nterus give greak relief to all these conditions. With regard to
the firat of these views, nothing more can be stated bere than the expres-
sion of the belief that it coostitutes one of the most important facts in
utering pathology. As to the second, something is necessary. Prior 1o
the time when Hodge began a conrse of careful, laborions, and conseien-
livus experiments upon the shape, material, uses, and varieties of
pessaries (1830), these inctruments had been wsed both in this eoantry
and in Eorope. Indeed, even as long ago as the period of the Greek
civilization they hed been employed, But the disk, the globe, and
similar instroments were badly contrived, did not depend vpon any
true mechanical principle, and accomplished little by comparison with
what Hodge's improved instruments have since done. He introduced
the philosophical double lever, gave sccurate and precise roles for re-
placing and sustaining the displaced uteros by it, insisted upon every
pessery sustaining iteell against the vaging instead of against the rami
of the pubes, perticolarly urged that after being placed both nterus
and pessary should be movable in the pelvis, and thus brooght & subject
which bad before belonged to the realms of emii;iriciam inte the precincts
of science. Hodge's pessary is onguoestionably the parent stem [rom
which the host of excellent modifications now existing took their rise,
It may safely be averred that he accomplished rwore for mechanical sup-
port of the uterus than any one has ever done before or since his tiwe.
Ile Grst constructed these instruments out of silver which was plated
lightly with gold, but in time he used valeanite or bard rubber entirely.

Iivdge once gave to & friend this account of the consummation of the
discovery of the lever pessary: ** He had been contemplatiog for a loog
time the subject of new shapes for pessaries, and after many experiments had
found nothing satlsfactory. Onpe evening, while sitting alone in the room
where the meetings of the Medical Facalty of the University were held, bis
eyes rested on the upright steel support by the fireplace, designed to
bold the shovel and tongs. The shovel and tongs were kept in posi-
tion by & steel hook, and as he surveyed the esopporting corve of this
hook, the longed-for illuminetion come ; the shape, apparently 6o para-
doxical, revealed itsell in the glowing light and fickering Gsme of the
burning grate, and the Hodge lever pessary was the result.” A sudden
efort of genius, was it? No: this was the moment at which the de-
tached thoughts, long and earefully stored away iu the inventor's mind,
combined to form & harmonions whole. The steel hook did for bis mivd
what the swinging church lamps did for that of Galilee in suggesting the
pendoiom,

Heory Miller was born in Eentucky, in 1800, commenced praclice in
1831, and published n work spon Human Parturition in 1849, and vpon
the Principles and Practice of Obstetrics in 1858, He was for a long
period Professor of Obstetrics and Disesses of Women in the University
of Louisville, and both s teacher and writer decidedly influenced the
depurtment to which bie devoled bLis ewergics. We owe to bim the

! Diseonrse Commemorative of H. L, Hodge, M.D,, by E. A, P. Penroae, M.D.
Plila., 1873,
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method of making the application of fluid cavstics to the eavity of the
body of the uterus by saturating with them a cotton wrapped rod or
probe, and he was smong the first to adopt the use of the speculum ateri
io the great West, and the first to employ in that part of oor coontry
aneathesia in midwilery.

In 1819 the cheir of obstetrice in the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of New York was filled by one who will loog be remembered
for his eloquence, erndition, and rare geniality—John W, Francis. Un-
fortunately for the department which now engagee cor atlention, Dr
Francis tarned his litersry efforts in the direction of general medicine,
literatore, and pathology. Little remains to us of his obstetrical writ-
ings except bis copious anootations of Denman’s Midwilary, which he
edited in 1821. A perosal of theee mekes one regret that be did not
leave behind him more extensive contribotions to this department em-
bodying more of his large experience and acote observation.

The pext systematic writer opon this department in the United States
was Guooning 8. Bedford, who practised in New York from 1830 to 1863,
was [or over twenty years Professor of Obatetriea in the University Medi-
cal College, and pablished & work on Discases of Women and Children
in 1855, and another on the Principles and Practice of Obstetrics in 1881,

In the year 1841, Bedford established, in conngction with the Univer-
sity Medical College of New York, the first elinic for the diseases pecaliar
to women ever held iu this country. This be maintained with grest
shility, energy, and enthosiasm, and from it he gleaned the material for
u work which created & very decided sensation both in this country and
in Eoropa. This clinic, under the care of his able successors, Charlea
A. Budd and M. A. Pallen, still exists. Bot it bas been the parent of
many other similar ones not only in New York but throughoot our coon-
try. No medical school, indead, is now considered complete without such
a sphere for the instruction of students, apd & vast deal of good Lisa re-
sulted from bis move in this direction,

Thos far this essay has chiefly dealt with the labours of those of & past
generation who, in the carly part of the centory, sustpined the depart-
ment of which we write; and the careers as well as the works of indi-
vidoals have been noted. From this point we are called upon to under-
take the more delicate apd far more difficolt task of dealing with the
labours of our contemporaries. The chief resson for the difficulty snd
delicacy of thie doty growe out of the fact that nothing is harder than
to arrive ot a just appreciation of the merits of contemporaries, more
especially on the part of those lsbooring in the same feld. Prejodice,
personal bias, and that tendency which all, men feel to ondervaiue what
ia st their own doors, and exalt that to which distance lends enchant-
ment, all combina to defeat a just, fair, and generous estimate. Then,
100, the ompire, howerer conscientious and unprejudiced he may be, lacks
the great assistance which the test of experience slone can give in de-
ciding as to the value of new procedores and the credit which sbould be
gccorded to their discoverers. He haa not the opportonity of learning the
verdict of time a8 to what is and who are the fittest to survive; of that
“ wise beneficent law by which the improvement and perfection of the
homan race alone can be seeured ; that law in consequence of which the
best specimens of a species survive, and become the progenitores of gene-
rations more perfect than those Er:ceding them."” The ouly feelings
which can sustain him who makes the effort and render him impervions to
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the shafts of criticism, is an abiding feith in the rectitnde of his intentions,
gnd in the sincerity of his efforts to render to every mun, withoot prejudice
or favour, what he honestly regards ns his jost duea

The plan which suggests itzaell as best is to naotice, 1st, the original
discoveries which have proved of greatest practical value; 2d, the most
striking and important contributions to periodical literature and sys-
tematic works upon the subject ; 8d, instroments and mechanical contri-
vances of greatest importance,

In the year 1841 a most impertant eontribotion was made to the treat-
mwent of peritonitis by Alonzo Clark,! of New York, in the introduction
of the plan now known as the “opium treatment” In the spring of
that year Dr. Clark saw several cases of this disease treated Ly Arm-
gtrong's method—a full bleeding, and & foll dose of opiom, to prolong
the effects of the bleeding. He was impressed with the ides that opinm
wos the curative agent, not the bleeding. In the next three years he
trented all the coses he met on that iden, giving opivm, or an opiate, in
full and frequent doses, and nothing else. The resolt was that just eight
out of nine cases were enred. A success very encournging, but not quite
so marked, sttended the similar, snbsequent use of the drug. With this
experience he resolved to give it a trial in puerperal peritonitis. The
gpportunity, however, did not oceur till 1848, The first trial wos suc-
cegaful, the patient taking 100 gre. of opinm in four dags. Between that
date and 1852 nothing oecurred that was decisive regarding the merits
of the plan. Bot in the latter year an epidemie of puerperal fever oe-
curred at Bellevue Hospital, in which the exclugive opinm treatment was
fully tested by him. In the first case it failed, or rather through the
timidity of the House Physician, it was not tried—only three groina of
opinm were given in twenty-four hoors, A few days later four casus came
under his care at once. He assigned them to another member of the
Hoose Btaff, & man of more decided character, now a distinguished sur.
geon nnd sanitarian, with detailed instroctions. Al of these were cored.
It was in the course of this outbreak that the opivm treatment for puer-
peral peritonitis was shown to be the best that had then, or has since, been
proposed. This pliysician mssisted in the treatment of puerperal fever in
the game hospital twelve years earlier, in which, ont of thirty attacked,
twenty-nine died. Nothing was then known of the antiphlogistic power
of opium,.

The quantity of opium, or one of its alkaloids, required to subduoe and
control the infammatory process varies greatly. In some cases two graing
of powdered opinm every two hours answers the purpose, while in others
eighty drops of Magendie's solution (x¥j gre. of morphia to one ounce of
water) every two hours for six or seven doees are required. Dr. Clark
records & case in which the patient took daring ** the first twenty-six
Lours, of opium and sulphate of morphis, & quantity eguivalent to 106
graing of opium; in the second twenty-four hours she took 472 grains,
on the third day, 238 graing, on the fourth day, 120 groins, on the fifth
duy, 54 praing, on the sixth day, 22 graing, and on the seventh, § grains.”

By this system & tolerance of the drug ia rapidly effected, pain is anni-
hilated, nervovs and mental diegoietude relieved, aud the most satisfac-
tory results commaonly attained. While it is put in practice, howerer,
a physician should constantly remain by the bedside to detect the devel-

I Wew York Journ. of Med,, Jan. 1858, p. 82; sod Hamsbotham's Syst. of Ob-
sletrics, Am. od., Phils., 1853, p. b33,
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opment of dangerous narcotism, and combat it by appropriate means. It
is surely oot claiming too much for Clork's method to assert thot it eur-
Fm_m in efficacy all others which have yet been made known to the pro-
esgion.

In 1844, Dr. J. C. Nott,' of Mobile, published a ecase of ' eoceypgenl
peuralgis,” in which be practired extirpation of the bone, which proved
to be carious, with entire relief to his patient. This was the frst time
that either this disesse or its remedy had Leen deseribed. At & later
period SBir James Simpeon, not knowing of Nott's cesay, described the
disease under the name of coceyodyuin or coceygodynia, and advecated
the game method of treatment.

Althoogh a decided impulse was given to gynmeology by the intro-
doetion of the speculum by Biécamier, & great need was felt of something
which would expose the ulerne and vagina to more complete snd satis-
fectory jovestigation. For want of this the cure of vaginal fistule had
thus far proved impracticable, sud weny operations upon the oterus
iteell difficult of sccomplishment, In 1852 there appeared an article
from the pen of n hitherto unknown author, which changed all this, snd
threw a food of light iuto dark places. This was an essay opon vesico-
vaginal Bstuls, by J. Marion Sims® then of Montgomery, Alabama, in
which he introduced a speculum which developed o new principle of ex-
aminaticn of the utervs and vagina, ‘The discovery of a method of cure
for vaginal Gstule was a grest stride onward, but the method of examina-
tion by retraction of the perineom and posterior vagiual wall, while the
body of Lhe patient is so placed as to secare distention of the vagina by
gir, bas served to give to gynwcology an impulse second in importance
only to that given by Récamier, Kécamier's discovery lifted thia depart-
went from the feld of specolation to that of science. BSims has served
to aivance it very greatly beyond the point which it wounld have cccupied
il reliance were still placed upon previous methods,

Important discovories are oot made suddenly oa il by one leap on the
part of some great intellect. They are arrived at slowly, step by step,
and by the workings of many minds; as many wnseen influences glowly
matore & harvest which in doe time falls 10 one sickle. The inspiration
of discoverers is.the offspring of the times in which they live ; such men
are exponents of the mental workings of their period, mooth-pieces of the
civilization which developed them. The resultant of the premises evolved
from ten great miods of ove decade are often combined in the deductions
of & single geniva in another. Fenee it is that discoveries are often
simultonecusly wade in verious parts of the world Ly men who have hod
no communication with esch other, and that their origination is invariably
disputed by rival claimants, Morse discovered the telegraph, bui ever
gince Franklin’a kite brought down the lightning from the skies, many
others had been preparing the way for him. Wells discovered anmsthesia,
baot for many years before, school-boys had for their amusement been pain-
lesaly broising themselves under the influence of lavghing-gus, never
dreaming that the mesns of securing anconsciousness of pain which they
adopted would one day bocome systematized and vtilized as & grest boon
to homanity.

These remarks find no more perfect illustration in the discoveries of

| New Orleans Medleal Journal, May 184, p. 58; and Am. Joorn. Med, Sel,
Oet., 1844, p 344,
T Ameriean Journ. Med. Seiences, Jan. 1852, p. 50,
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surgery than that of the core of vesico-vaginal fistula. The writings of
the Greek, Roman, and Arabisn schools of medicine are singularly silent
with referance to an accident which hes a striking foaculty of pressing
iteell upon the attention, and must have Leen very ecommon before Lthe
doys of the Chambarlaynes. From the times of Paré, however, it attracted
the special care of sargeons, and year after vear efforts were made to close
these rmall, but important, lesions. It woold take too much space to
tell of the eMorts of Paré, Roonhoysen, Vielter, Fatio, and many others ;
auflice it that at the beginnivg of the nineteenth eentury nothing bad
heen accomplished. In the eighteenth, however, " coming evenls cast
their shadow bLefore,™ and the glimmer of the dawn became visible in the
operntions, and oceasional successes of Tlesault, Noegls, Schreger, Lal-
lemand, and Roux. In 1834 Gossett, of London, absolutely discovered
the method of enre, and, bis labours being forgotten, Metzler, of Prague,
in 1846, again did 80, And now, too, Hayward and Mettaver, of this
country, began to get good results. Bot sporadie, desultory, baphazard
resolts mark o different era from systematic and certain ones, and the
matter may be said to hove been really little sdvanced till Marion Sims
published o the world his method of treating these aecidents, which was
at once so simple and systematic ns to place the procedure at the disposal
of every surgeon.

No more forcible comment can be made vpon the perfection of Sims’
procednre than the mere citation of the fact that even now it stands, fur
the great majority of surgeons, virtually unaltered, and as simple in de-
tails as when it left the master-hand,

Various modifeations have been suggested both in this country and in
Euwrope. Chief among these are the clamps of Battey, Atles, and Boze-
man. ‘The last of these only deserves special mentivn on accouut of Lhe
excellent resolts which have been obtained with it by its originator,
Nathan Bozeman. This operator, who was the earliest to fallow Sims
in this field of surgery, and who has deveted himsell to it with an earn-
estness which hes been surpassed by thet of no other, hes slwaye pre-
ferred & modification of the knee-elbow position to that on the side, and
has approximeted the pared edges of the fistnlons orifice by passing his
sotures through a lenden shield, or, as he styles it, a ** botton sotare,”
By this method very gratifying results are obtained, and after an experi-
ence of more than twenty years with it, its originator still employs it
with eonfidence in its advantages over the suture alone.

The wedical profession in New York, recognizing the value of Sims'
discoveries, warmly endorsed an effort on his part Lo establish 8 Woman's
Heospital in thut city, where, thanks to the well-known generosity of ita
citizens, such an institution was founded in 1855. From this institution,
through the labours of Siws and his able coadjolor Thomas Addis Emmet,
& great deal has emunated for Lhe advancement of gynmeology. To these
two men & great deal of credit is due for establishing sud disseminating
an exact and systematic method in the study of the diseases of women.
The greater facility afforded for operations npon the vagina and oterns
Ly Sims' method of examivation, has aceomplished an improvement in
all sueh procedures, and these two operstors, who were first in the field
with this adrantage on their side, have been greatly instrumental in this
result. Operations opon the perineurns, upon fistulw, upon constricted
nnd tortuous utering necks, upon velominous and atonic vagine, have all
felt this influence. Puslerior instead of laleral seclion of the cervix for
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anteflexions of body and neck, isa good example of ench an improvement
as hos been thus effected.

Until the establishment of Marion Sime as o specialist in diseases of
women in New York abont the year 1852, no one in this country had
heretofors devoted himselfl to this department to the exelosion of general
practice. By him and by T. A. Emwet and H. R. Storer more than any
others, this practice was established. That a great deal of good has re-
solted from the devotion of able minda to the special investigation of this
subject, no candid observer can doubt, And yet every thoughtful man
who wishes well to the department, must view with concern the anwise
haste with which young practitioners, who have had neither time nor
opportunity Lo acquire experience in general medicine, strive to devote
themsalves toit.  Can it ever be that he who knows little of the mannge-
ment of the diseases which affect the peritoneum, stomach, longs, and
liver, can deal efficiently with the disorders of an organ or set of orguns
which are especially affiliated with them in all their variations of disease,
in all their physiclogical functions? He who deals efficiently with the
whole, may in deteil deal with all its parts, but he who learns to deal
with a part alone, can never be equal te coping with the whole.

Eefore the introdoction of Sims® method of wterine examination, the
vee of the vaginal tampon, the most important of all hemostatic means in
connection with the non-pregnant uteros and with this organ op to the
fifth month of pregnancy, was difficolt, painfel, and wnreliable.  The in-
trodaction of & silk handkerchief, a kite-tail 1tampon, a mass of cotton, a
muoelin bandage, and all gimilar materials, was very wnsatisfactory. The
mogt perfect fucility and efficicncy attend tamponing the vaginae with wet
ecottan while the patient liea upon the side, and the vogine is dilated by
means of the dock-bill specnlum. Pleces of cotton soaked in water,
pressed and fattened out by the fngers, each about the size of a very
small biscoit, are pressed into the vaginal cul-de-sac by meaus of forceps
till this ig Glled. Then other pieces are packed firmly around the cervix
antil only the os is visible—n smaller pad is then pressed Grmly against
or introdoced within the cervical canal, and the whole vagina is then flied
1o its lowest portion.

At a meetling of the American Medical Association in 1853, o prize
was awarded 1o a very remarkable and valuable essay by Dr.W. L. Atlee,!
entitled, " The Burgical Treatment of Certain Fibrous Tumoura of the
Uterns heretofore considered beyond the resources of Art.”  In this Dr.
Atlee advocated the removal, by envcleation, of tumounrs which up to this
time wers luoked upon as inearable, and by hia brilliant results he led the
way to a plan of treatment which has been productive of a great deal of
good. His plan of treating these growths is now very commonly adopted
by practitioners who appear to forget to whom the heroic and life-saving
method is due. Even as early as 1850, Prof. Mussey of Ohio remarked,
*“ (f all the achievements of modern surgery, we meet with none more
striking or extraordivary than the operations performed by Professor
Atlee for the removal of intra-nterine fibrons tumonrs.™

In 1854, a gold mede]l was awarded by the Ohio State Medical Society
to Dr. M. B. Wright of Cincinnati, for an essay entitled * Difficult
Laboors and thelr Treatment.” In this essay the operation of bimanual
version was so fully, so vlearly, so unmistakably described, that it is diffi-
colt to anderstand how many of bis countrymen could have sinee per-

! Trans, Am. Med, Association, 1853, vol. vi. p. (BT,
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mitted themselves to style the pracedure by any other name than “Wright?s
Method."™ An examination of the written testimony bearing upon the
subject, certainly seems to give endorsement to the following claim on the
part of Wright.

“1 elaim the eredit, if eredit there be, of having first sugeested to
the prlul't:sainn, and demonstrated in practice, the value of bimanual ver-
gion."

It most be nnderstood that Wright peither claims nor deserves the
credit of the digeovery of bimanual version as a procedure, but only that
af the method of its performance. Flamand long before him deseribed
cephalic version by thiz method, but Wright improved upon and simpli-
fied the procedare. This is Wright's description of his plan :—*

“ Suppose the patieet to have beow placed upono her back, across the bed, and
with ber hips pear it edge—the presentation to be the right shoulder, with the
head in the left iling fossn—tihe right hand to have been introdaced into the
vagina, and the arm, if prolapsed, having been placed, as oenr as may be, in fta
urlEinul position across the breast.  We now a.“ply our fingers upon Lthe top of
n shoulder, and our thumb in the opposite axilla, or on such part as will give
us command of the chest, and enable us to apply & degree of lateral force, Our -
left band is also applied to the sbdomen of the patient, over the beeech of the
fwtos. Lateral pressure is made ullmn the shoulders in such & way us to
give to the body of the fetas a curviliocar movement. At the same time, the
left hand, applied ss above, mokes pressure so as to dislodge the breech, as it
were, and move it towards the centre of the uterive cavity,”

All controversial topics ehould be avoided in an essay like the present,
but it would be discourteous Lo o distinguished English obstetrician not
to note the fuct that be bas doubted the claim of Wright to originality
in this matter.  In o letter published in the Amer, Journ, af Obstetrics,
ete., for Feb. 1873, Dr. Braxton Hicks, of Londoo, says :—

" Now the distinetive point of the plan 1 have introdoced was jost this, that
both hands are used together, ooe supplementing the other, ao that when tha
ioteroal hand begon to lose power the exteroal one would begin Lo gain power,
nod wee versa. ‘This priociple wos opplied Ly me to both partial aod com-
plete veraion, and it is (a3 fur a8 [ have been able to discover) a corious faet
that o the proetice of ncither German oor other obetetricians has the use
of the two bands simultancously beeo degeribed.  “The ooly vse of the outside
hand has bean hitherle to steady the uteros to prevent recession. This char-
acter it is which Dir. Richordeaen® has overlooked, aod it is for this that I sm
desirous of claiming for myself whatever of originality it possesses,”

This claim is perfectly clear, and can be answered withont diffieulty or
circumloeotion.  Wright eays *ab the same time the left* hand, applied
as above, makes pressure so as to dislodge the breech, as it were, and
move it lowards the centre of the vierine cavity.” Surely no one cun
suppose that this means that the left hand merely steadies the aterus,
Cazeanx declares that Flamand got hold of the hend with the hand in
the vagine, il the efforts made by the other band through the abdo-
minal walls, have not proved sufficient to make it deseend into the excava.
tion."

. There is no question a3 to the fact thal Dr, Hicks has dooe & great deal
of good in simplifying podalic version by this method. But the exten-

! Latter to the author of thia review in Jan, 1876,
! Traps, Uhjo Biate Med. Sec., 1354, p. 8

? Who maintains Wright's elaim.

4 Tho right baud is in the vagina,
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sion and utilization of a method is not here at issue; it is the origination
of the principle which is in question.

Even had Wright not made this edvance, it seemed destined to be made
in America, for in the next year Penrose,' of Philadelplis, in an srticle
eotitled * Cephalic version in shonlder presentations, with the arm in the
vagina,” described bimanual version withoot & knowledge of the fact that
be had been anticipated by Wright,

Duoring the course of the same year a very valuable contribution was
made to the treatment of septicemin following ovariotomy, by E. R,
Peaglee,” of New York. His method was the introdueetion of a catheter
or similar tube Into the peritoneal cavity and boldly washing out this
serons gac, interference with which had for all time been regarded with so
much dread. Experience with the plan, extended now over a period
of twenty yeors, slamps it as o relinble method of meeting one of the
wost dangerons consequences of this grave operation, and corroborates
the bigh estimate which was put upon it in the early days of its existence.
Unguestionably many lives bave been saved by s timely resort to it. In
one of Peaslee's early cases the vee of intra-peritoneal injections was kept
up for fifty-nine days, and in another for seventy-cight days. In both of
these cases recovery took place as a reward for the prolonged and per-
severing efforts of the fearless inmovator.

In 1856, Sims made known his operstion for narrowing the vagina
for the cure of prolapsus uteri. In this be bad been anticipated by
Dieffenbach, Heming, and other Europeans, but his methed was an im-
provement over olbers, and was a revival of what had fallen into nlmost
enlire disuse.

In the same vear,® De. James T. White, of Buffalo, reduced by taxis
an inversion of the uterus of eight days' standing. In his report of
this ense he took cccasion to predict that the profession would soon
alter its views with regard to the practicability of reposition in chronie
cases, i propheey which was happily fulfilled, in grest degree in conse-
gaence of his own laboors, two years afterwards,

Daillez,* who published a thesis upon this subject as eorly az 1803,
reported 4 cnse of redoetion by taxis as late as the eighth month after
weenrrence of the accident; another i reported in 1847 ; sand even s
late as 1852, Canney aod Barrier are declared to have accomplished it
But the plan wag not systematized and placed upon the basis of & recop-
nized ond legitinate procedure until 1858, when White of Buffalo, und
Tyler Smith of London, simultanecwsly replaced uvteri in the condition
of chronic inversion, and gave to the procedure the position of a sten-
dard operation.

Up to the present date White has successfully reduced by taxistwelve
cages, extending from seven months to twenty-two years in durstion.

In 1858, Qaillard Thomas* published on cseny wpon the trentment
of prolapze of the funis by gravitation developed ns 8 remedial mea-
sure by placiog the patient in the genu-pectoral position. This plan,
which it appenrs had been formerly in use, had been so entirely lost
sight of, that for ten years ofier its introdoction by him, the fact of

| Medical Examiner, Joly, 1855, p. 408.

1 Am. Journ. Mad, Sci., April, 1863, p. 355, and July, 15864, p. 47. See alao Amer.
Jonrn, Obatet., 1870, val. §ii. p. 300,

1 Buffzlo Med. Journ., vol. xi. p. 596.

¢ Colombat, Dis. of Women, Am. ed., p. 186,

¥ Trans, of M. Y. Acad, of Medicineg, vaol. il, p. 21.
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its previons existence was not known. Since the time of his article it
bas come into genernl nse es the most rational and eimple method of
treating this accident during the enrlier stages of labour,

The intractable nature of, and extreme distress attendant vpon chronic
eyelitis, are too well known to require mention  For a long time the
attentinn of American surgeons has been directed to the reliel of this
condition hy surgical means. In 1846 Willard FParker erested arecto-
wvaginal fistula in the male for the removal of a stene, and being strock
Ly the relief afforded to a cystitis which existed, be snbsequently re-
peated the operation for the relief of the latter condition in men between
that time and 18967, when he read an essay upon the subject before the
New York State Medical Society.  "The object in view,"” says he, ** waz
to open a channel hy which the nrine conld drain off as fast s secreted,
and thus afford rest to the bladder, the first easential indication in the
trentment of inflammation.” In 1867, Pavl F. Eve followed Parker’s ex-
ample in thus aperating wpon the male.  But in 1861 Nathan [Boze-
man applied the procedure to the female bladder with the result of curing
chrenic cyatitis
« Witheut & knowledge of any of these facls the same idea snpgpested
itsell to the minds of Sims and Emmet® 03 early as 1558, and at a laver
peried, 1881, the latter of these gentlemen, at the suggestion of the
former made three years before, practised the operation for chlironie eys-
titis in the female. Althongh the origination of the method does not
belong to Emmet, to him is justly due the eredit of having systematized
the procedure, and placed it npon the basis of o recognized surgicsl
resoorce, Whether it is destined to give way before the less serious pro-
cedure of distendivg the nretbra, and thus establishing incontinence of
wrine, time will prove.  That it is in itsell a moat valeable operation,
no one ean doubt who has scen the relief afforded by it Lo women nearly
exhaosted by censcless vesical tenesmug, loss of sleep, and nervonsness.

In Smellie's' Collection of Preternatural Ceses and Observations in
Midwifery, vol. iii. p. 232, will be fonnd evidence of the fact that thast
great obstetrician recopnized the value of pravitation, developed by
placing the patient in the genn-pectoral position, as an sid to the opers-
tion of podalie version. He mentions his having repentedly resorted to
this posture in performing version, but does not claim eriginality for it,
a3 he styles it * Daventer’s method.” The first case in which Smellie
resorled to it ocourred in 1753,  In Wright's pamphlet, already allnded
1o, published in 1854, and entitled " Difficolt Labors and their Trent-
ment,” the following passage occorson page 23: " The hawd can be mora
readily introduced into the uterus, and the feet reached, however, with
the patient on her elbows and knees, than when on the back or sides.
There may be cases, in which advantage would be gained, by placiog the
patient in this position, preparatory to cephalic version.”

It will be obaerved that Smellie resorted to the knee-elbow position
ag an ndjuvaot to podalic version, and that Wright very canticusly offers
it ng & mere sugpestion. To P. K. Moxon, of Syracuse, N. Y., belonps
the credit of having ectablished the claima of this method in the perform-
ance of cephalic version in cases of transverse presentation. Ie thus

| Transact. of N. Y. Blate Med. Boc., 1867, p. 345,
T |bid., 1871, p. 326. 3 Awer. Praotitioner, Feb. 1872, p. 63.
* 1Lid., Jan. 1376, p. 59.
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describes the procedure in the ease of o lady who had previously lost
three children by podalic version.

“ Remembering the fate of the other ehildren, and findiog this one very
Iarge, I suggested the fensibility of correctiog this shonlder presentation in the
same mapoer a8 | had corrected the abdominal in the first instance. With his
{the attending rhyuicinn'a} consent, [ made the effort in the followiog maoner:
I folded several guills compactly, layiog them upon ooe apotber to the height
of abont one foot, and sssisted her to koeel upoo the quilts with her head nod
shounlders resting vpon the bed and her foee forwards, so as to being her body
to ao aogle with the bed of nearly 902 1 then pressed my baod gently ngainst
the ghoulders, which readily receded, until 1 wos enabled to clasp the vertex
with my fingers, asod with the nasistance of the mext pain to so * engage™ it
that, when the palient was placed upon her lefl side and the quilta removed, 0
perfectly patural presentation presented iteelf. In & few hours the labour
termioated in the delivery of & healthy boy, weighiog ten pounds.”

No one who has not resorted to Maxon's method can appreciate the
great facility with which a shoulder or even an arm presentation may he
sltered into one of the vertex ; and no one who has done so will doubt
the great valane of the plan. OF course, after the amniotic fluid has been
leng evacunted, and the uterus has firmly clagped the fetal body, rech
change will often prove imposzsible ; but in many cases, before this nn-
fortonate chain of circumstances has eccorred, the operation of podalic
vrersion with all its serious consequences to wmother and child may be
avoided, and a natural parturition be sobatituted for an unnaturnal one,

In 1861' Bimas described the dirense known se vaginismus, which had,
bowerver, been previovsly noted by Burns, Bimpson, Debout, and severnl
others, and recommended for its relief & procedure which, while it in-
volvea little risk Lo the patient, ingnres s certain removal of the disorder.
This consists in ablation of Lthe remaing of the hymen and section of the
tizemes at the perines! extremity of the ostinm vaging.

Several Evropean nuthorities have advocated in preference to this plan
forcible distention of the ostivm wagine and modification of the local
nervous hypermsthesia by alterative applications. A comparisen of the
two methods at the bedside will be greatly in favonr of the former.

In 1862° E. Noeggerath, of New York, proposed and praoctised the
method of reduction of an inverted uterus by digital compression of both
horns. Fle hased this procedure upon the pathologieal fact that inversio
nteri generally beging by inversion of the horns. Experiment proves
the method of Noeggerath to be o valunble and relinhle one, which
ghould rank among the important contributions which have been made
to Lthia rubject.

In 186%7* Theophilus Parvin deseribed an aperation for nretero-vaginal
fistola, & condition which had previously attracted little attention. This
consisted in first turning the diaplaced distal extremity of the nreter into
the bladder, and then closing the vaginal opening, The case reported
was the first of this kind wpon which the operator had essayed the
method, and it proved entirely soccessful.

In 1888' a valuable snggestion, illosteated by a case, wos made hy
T. A. Emmet for the management of cases in which partial ewecess
attende reposition of an inverted uterus, This consisted in keeping the

! Trans. Obatet. Soo, London, vol. 1i. p. 356,

! Bolletin N. Y. Acad. Med., vol. i. p. 410,

1 Western Journ, of Med., vol. ii. p. 603,

1 Am, Journ. of Med. Selences, Janoary, V6068, p. 51,
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partially replaced body within the cervix by closing the os externnm
uteri by silver sutures. By this wethod the advance gained al one sit-
ting 8 wot lost, wnd the casze iz better prepared than it would otherwise
be for further efforts.

In 1869 Juling F. Miner, of Buffalo, made & valnable contribution to
the management of the pedicle of tumours removed by ovarictomy. His
method eonsisted in stripping off from the tumeunr the expansion of the
pedicle instead of ligating and revering it.  In many cases Miner's
method is of inestimable value, and allows of & successfnl irsue to cases
wlhich would otherwise prove exceedingly dificult if not impossible of
manugement.

J. Marion Sima'in the same year pablished an important essay entitled
the " Microscope in Diagnosis and Trestment of Sterility.” His obser-
vationa bore especially upon the deleterions effects exerted wpon the
vitality of the 2oosperms by ichorous discharges from the endometrinm.
Treatment, of eourse, was to be directed Lo the eredication of the disorder
which gave rise o this devitalizing secretion,

In 1870 Gaillard "'homas perforimed the operstion of vaginal ovori-
otemy, removing an ovarian cyst the size of a lurge orange throngh ao
opening made throngh the vaging and Donglas’s pouch. This was the
first time that this procedure wus ever advised or practised for this pur-
pose.  IHis patient recovered.

In 1872 I1. Davis, of Wilkesbharre, Pa., in the same manner saccoss-
fully removed an ovarian cyst weighing nina pounds. In roptoring
sdhiesions, which were abundant, his hand was passed high op into the
peritoneal cavity, the sac extending several incﬁu above the vmbilices,
and forming & temour about the size of A pregnant oleroe at seven
months of utero-gestation. His patient recovered.

In 1873* J. "I, Gilmore, of Maobile, Ala, performed the seme operation
suceessfully, The temperature of his patient never rose to 100° F.

In 1874* Robert Boattey, of Atlanta, Ga., removed in the same way &
cyst the size of o small orange. The patient rapidly recovered.

By the same method, Battey hag nine times extirpated the ovaries in
pursuance of a plan which will now be mentioned, and Marion Sims bas
done so three times.

In 1372 Robert Battey’ published an essay advocnting extirpation of
the overies with the intent of prematurely inducing the menopause in
coses in which menstroation is productive of very bad results. To nse
his own words, it is ** an operation for the reooval of the normal human
ovaries, with & view to establish at once the ‘change of lifs,’ for the
effectual remedy of certain otherwise incnrable maladies.”

Too short a time has thus far elapsed for this bold innovation to have
received its just estimaie. It is not saying too much, however, even now
to declure thut its future will probably be one of & great deal of waeful-
ness when it hes been circumecribed by proper limits and the cless of

I Boffale Med. and Strg. Jodm., Juns, 1869, p. 418. SZes also American Joorn.
Med. Zei., Oct. 1572, p. 30l

# N. Y. Med. Journ,; January, 1363, p. 303.

1 Amer, Journ. Med. Solenoes, April, 1870, p. 3BT,

¢ Trans. State Med. Soo. of Penna., 1874, p. 220

* N. 0. Med, aod Surg. Jouro., Hov. 1673, p. 341.

§ Parannal communication.

! Atlanta Med. and Surg. Joorn,, Sept. 1572, p. 321,
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cages to which it iz appropriate has been clearly defined. Thos far
Battey’s operation has been practired in the United States

by Robert Battey . . . 10 times. 8 recoveries. 2 deaths,
“ Marion Simeg . . . . & © 4 s
* (aillard Thomas. . . 1 ¢ 1 L 0 =

Battey' thus expreeses himself concerning some of the important points
connected with this sabject :—

T bave operated in widely differeot circemstaoces. Tnooe case the patient
bad amenorchaea, convolaions, recurrent hematoeele, repeated pelvic abecesnes,
incipient tuberculosis from polmonnry congestions, ete. Sceveral of the cnsea
passed under the head of ovarian oeoralpin ; several had intractable dyamenor-
rheea with pelvic deposite of old Iymph ; one bad ovarian insanity, ete.  All
bad exhnnsted the available resonrces of the art to no usetul porpose. [ ope-
rafe upon no ense that any other respectable medical man proposes fo cure.
Io most of my coses the fell results of the mepopause have not yet hecn
developed. This is the work of many months, and sometimes two or three
sears are oecessnty to ita foll and perfect realization. In no case hos the
patieot failed to reslize such o degree of relief and bepefit following the opera-
tion as to amply compensate her for all the pains and dungers incldent thereto,
to say nothing of the promize of full and ample recovery st the completion of
the physiological *change.' In two of my cases this change has seemed to
occar at once in all its completeness ; but it is always my expectation that it
will ocenr gradually, aod extendiog through two or even three years Lo its foal
completion. In my first case (now three years age) the restaration Lo health
is eminently satisfactory. It is troe that she ie mot absolutely aod perfectly
well, but she is fully refieved of the convulsions, Lthe vielent pe rinl.'niirl:u-IJ LT
tieng, the hematoceles, the pelvic abscesses, ete., for which 1 operated. I
sebmit to you the question in all sincerity, if 1 confioe mysell to cases where
life is endangered, or where health and bappiness are desiroyed—cases which
are uiterly hopeless of other remedy this side the grave—ought the profession
to demand at my baoda the restoration of these forlorn invalide to a stote of
camplete and absolote health in every particalar "

In 1873* John Ball, of Brooklyn, publisbed the resolts of a plon of
trenting constrictions and Lortoosities of the canal of the cervix oteri
resulting from versions and flexions, by rapid dilatation, by expanding
instroments of steel. Ellinger, of Germany, hae likewise adopted this
beroic method, but Eall declares that he has employed it for several
years, and without the knowledge that any one else was testing it. The
procedure is thos described by its originator :—

H Hz methoed of procedure is first to evacuate the bowels pretty thoronghly
beforehand, 8o as to preveot all effort in that direction for two or three doys;
I then place the patient upoo ber back, with her hips near the edge of the
bed, and, wheo she in profoundly vnder the iofuence of an nomstbetic, I com-
meoce by inlroducing o three-bladed, selFretainiog speculum, which briogs in
wview the o8 uteri, which 1 seize with a double-booked tenaculum, and draw
down toward the volve, when I first inteoduce & metal boogie as large as the
canal will admit, followed in rapid succession by others of larger size until 1
reach No. 7, which represents the size of my dilator. I then introdues the
dilator, aod streich the cervix in every direction, until it iz enlarged suffi.
ciently Lo admit a No. 16 bongie, whic{; ia all that is generally necessary.
Then [ introduce a hollow, gum-elastic uierine pessary, of abouot that size, and
retain it in position by s stem, secared outside of the vulva, for about & week,
in which time it has doue its work, and i ready to be removed.

I Amer. Pragtitioner, Oet. 1875, p. 207,
t N Y. Med. Jearn,, Out. 1873, p. 363,
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" Turiog this time I keep the patient perfectly quiet, and uevally opon her

beck. which is penerally found to be the most comfortsble position.”

To the uninitiated this procedure appears fraught with great danger,
but the originator declares that out of between twenty and thirty cases
he hos met with bot one fatal issue. He says:—

* Accordiog to my owo expericnee, it causes much less constitntional dis-
torbance than the nee of tents; nod T thiok it safer even than the metrotome,
and free from some sorinis objectinos to the vse of the latter; e, for instance,
when incisions are made through the tissues of the cervix. unless carried dee
coough to preveot revnion, they muost of mecessity form o cieatriz, which will
interfere, more ar less, with the dilatation of the parts. And, when the opera-
tion doea not succeed, the patient ia left in & worse condition theo before;
while, in the rapid and forcible dilatation of Lthe cervix. there is oo sacrifice of
the integrity of the parts, and. beiog dooe aoder the ioAueoce of an spesthetic,
there is no shock of the nervous system, and genernlly but little subscgoent
raffering.”

In 1874 an importent contribution to the pathology and trestment of
dizenses of the cervix uteri emanated from T. A. Emmet.! Tt bad long
been known, that, as the head of the child passed the os externum uteri,
lncerations of its musenlar walls often occurred ; Lot up to this time it
had not been recognized how uniformly this condition is confounded with
the so.called wleeration of the eervix, and how commonly the eversion of
the lips of the cervix tesulting from it is mistaken for hypertrophy of the
cerrical tissues. Emmet advocated for this condition vivification of the
edges of the lacerated parts, and approximation of them by soture. Thia
procedurs is ong of most beneficent eharacter, and one which must take
rank as an important advance in gyn®:cological surgery.

The medical literature of the first quarter of the present century con-
tains several allusions te an operntion styled gastro-elytrotowy, a pro-
cedore intended to aveid cotting through the uterve and peritonesm, and
yet allowing of the removal of the child through the abdominal walls and
nbove the troe pelvis.

I'his operation has attracted the attention of four obstetricians : Jorg
in 1806, Ritgen in 1820, Physick in 1823, and A. Bawdeloegque in 1823,
Kilian, in speaking of Jorg's conception of the operation, says that he
merely suggested it; and even if he had performed it. his results would
not have been sdmitted in & lair appreciation of the operation, since he
did not propose avoiding the peritonenm, a promivent feature of the
method.  The same writer alludes Lo one operation by Ritgen which
ended fatally. In 1870, Gaillird Thomas, witliout a knowledge of the
fuct that he bad been anticipated in the procedure, delivered in this way
& living child. The operation was at that time thus deseribed by bim #—

*The patient being placed opon & table, anesthesia was prodoced, so as to
fquiet ber restlessoees and jactitation. with a few iobalations of ether. [ then
passed my band up the vagios aod dilated the cerviz slowly nod caotionsly. so
thnt ot o three.quarier distention no injury wae done to ita tigsoe. With o
histoory I then cut throngh the abdominal moscles, the incision being carried
from the spine” of the pubiz to the aoterior superior spinous process of the
ilewm. The lips of the wound were now separated, and by two fogers the
peritoneum was filted with great readiness, so that the vagino-uterine junclion
waa reached. The vagina was now lified by a steel sound passed withio it, and
eut, and the opening thos made was enlarged by the Gogers. The cervix was

' M. Y. Mad. Joorn., Joly, 1874,
¢ Amer. Journ. Qbatot., vol. 1il. p. 125
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then lifted into the right iline fossa by the blunt hook, while the fundus was
depressed in ao opposile direction. 1 then passed my right haod inte the iliac
fossn, and introduced iwo fingers ioto the uterus, while tho left band, placed
on the puter porface of the nterus, depressed the pelvie extremity of the foetal
n{oii.d The koce was readily scized, and delivery easily and rapidly sccoms
plished."

In 1876, Alexander J. C. Skene, of Brooklyn, performed this opera-
tion with a brilliancy of result uever before attwined by any one. The
patient was a small rachitic woman, aged thirty-one years, who had been
three times delivered, once by craniotomy and twice Ly premature de-
livery ot the seventh and eighth monthe. Oue of the last two children
had lived o few minutes, and one for several months. TIn her fourth
pregnancy Dr. Skene let gestation advance 1o full term; then, finding an
erm and the cord presenting, he performed gastro-elytrotomy, saving
the mother end & vigorovs child weighing ten pounds. Doth made a
perfect recovery.

This completes the list of those contributions to obstetrics and gynse-
cology on the part of Lhis country which appear to be especinlly marked
by originality and by proctical otility. Tut how difficolt is it to decide
what really deserves the credit of original conception? * I there any-
thing whereol it may be said—See, this is vew [ it bath been already of
old time which was before ns. There ia no remembrance of former things. ™
As the hosbandman turns up to the light and brings into activity and
usefulness the mould which, though buried for eges, woe in by-gone
times plonghed by his predecessors, so do the seckers after new ideas
* bring to light the thooghts of those whose discoveries have been long
ago forgotten. Who is to decide how long s time must intervene be-
tween the periods of successive discovery to warrant for the latest agpirant
the claim of originality ¥

The peculiar features of the contributions just enumerated seem to
worrant their arrangement in o special category, but this does not argne
in them greater value then that attaching to those of somewhat different
character which eome to be considered now. Indecd, some of the latier
type have exerted a more puwerfol and widespread influence than mony
of the former, and have been productive of greater good Lo medicine
and homanity.

In June, 1842, Jos. Warrington’s “ Obstetric Catechism™ which for o
lime was veed s an epitome of the subject of midwifery by students,
appeared.

The year 1943 was marked by the appesrance of an essay® which was
productive of & great deal of good, from the pen of the eminent poet-
physician, Oliver Wendell Holmes, At that perfod the then authorita-
tive works upon obatetrics, those of Dewees and Meigs, both maintained
the non-conlagionsness of poerperal fever. Holmes Loldly joined issne
opon this momentous point, and, althoogh devoting much less attention
to this department than the authors mentioned, his observations led him
to &8 more correct conclusion,

In 1545 an imporlant contribution to o suhject which even now has
received little attention, was made by Isanc E. Taylor, of New York, in
s essay upon Rheumatism of Uteras and Ovarles.” o this some sueik-

' Amer, Journ, Obstet., vol. vill. p. 636,
1 ¥ow Bogland Quarterly Journ, of Med. and Snrg., April, 1843, p. 503,
1 Amer. Joorn. Hed. Sel., July, 1645, p. 45.
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ing cases of rheumatic disorder of the muscolar structure of the pregnant
uterus were recorded.

During this year W. L. Atlee publiched & synopeis' of 101 ovarioto-
mies, and an esaay opon Intra-Uerine Fibroids.?

Draring the next year an essay appeared from Samuel Kneelnnd Jr.," of
Boston, maintaining o close relationship between epidemic erj"slpﬁ]nﬂ
and pucrpem fever. It is well known how wuch favour this view has
gince met with,

The year 1846 woz marked by a discovery in thie coontry which may
be snid to overshadow any other of its contribontions to medicine. I
allude to ansstbesia, discovered by Horace Wells, a dentist of Connec-
ticut, and subsequently made practicable and vseful by W. 1. G. Morton,
likewise a dentist, of Boston. Only the relations of this sobject to ob-
stetrics and gynecology find legitimate place in this essay.

In January, 1847, unesthesia by ether was first employed for sssnaging
the pains of labour by Prof. Simpson, of Edinburgh ; in April of the
game year it was employed in this country, by Dr. N. C. Keep, of Boston ;
and in May, by Dr. Channing, of Boston, in a case of instrumental
Inbour. The introduetion of this bencficent agent into the lying-in
chamber constitutes an era in the history of obstetrice. It is somewhat
singular that after the discovery of anmsthesia in this conntry ; after the
prediction, long before its discovery, by one of America’s greatest physi-
cinng, that * & medicine would be discovered that should suspend senai-
Lility sltogether, and leave irritability, or the powers of motion, unim-
paired, and thereby destroy Inbonr-pnins altogether ;" after it had been
employed here in hundreds of cases for surgical operations, this link of
tha ehain should have been forged by o Evropean.  Yet such was the case,
and far be it from any American to begrodge him one atam of the glory
which he deserves, or to endeavour Lo dim iis lestre by " [aint proise.'"

Boston was the field in which Lhe Grat demonstrations of anmsthesia,
as an agent of practical value, were mode, and thers appeared the frst
and most ardent advocate of its use in obstetries in this ecountry. Dr.
Walter Chanuing wos elected to the chair of obstetries in Harvard, in
1833, and was recognized as a leader in this department, both from his
tenchings and writings. He warmly espoused the subject, and in 1848
published a trestise on Etherization in Childbirth, illostrated by 5381
cases. This volume nombers 400 pages, and gerved to bring the subject
fully before the whele civilized world, 8o well did it serve its purpose
that no similar work has since uppeared either from an Ametican or
Enropean anthor,

What & striking contrast is presented between the rapid aceeptance of
this discovery by the whole medical world and the tardy, unwilling, bitter
reception of ovariotomy| The frst patient in Doston snbmitted to
operation under anestheain, was etherized by Morton in October, 15486,
Writing in April, 1347, Hayward declares that ether ** has probably been
ueed in this way by several thousend individuals in this city within the
last six months," and, in 1848, Channing® of the same city, illustrates
the otility of this ngent in the lying-in chamber alone by the citation of
over five hundred cases.

! Amer. Jonro. Med. Bel., April, 1845, p. 309,

! Trans, Amer. Med. Asgoq,, vol, i, p. 380,

¥ Amer. Joorn. Med. Sei., April, 1845, p. 334,

t Ruash, Med. lnquirln and ﬂluuru.l.{uuu. 3d ed., wol. Ir. p.. 3'?6
& E‘Limrlut[nn in Childbed, Boston, 1848,
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In 1847%, I. E. Taylor contriboted an essay drawing attention to the
causation of exophbthalmos and enlargement of the thyroid gland by
excessive lactation ; and Fordyce Barker one opon diseased states of the
uterine neck.

In 1850 the first attempt ot the establishment of an obatetric clinie
in this country was made by J. P. White, of Buffalo. In furtherance of
this mode of instruction, the act of Lhuman partorition was displayed
ocularly to some sixteen students, the professor explaining its features
doring its accomplishment. A perfect storm of popular, and to & certain
extent of professional indignation, was excited by this, which was only
stemmed by the dignified and bold sattitude of the onited facolty of
the University of Bofalo, and the support lent by enlightened obstetri-
cians thonghout the land.

The whole subject was fully brought out in the trial of the People
v. Dr. H. N. Loomis, n report” of which to-day constitutes o curions
episode in the medical literatore of the century, In thia will be fennd
a letter signed by seventeen physicians, characterizing the demonstra-
ticn as " wholly onnecessary, and grossly offensive, alike to morality and
common decency.”

Duoriog the next yesr a full synopsis’ of all the known cases of ovari.
otomy which had up to that time been performed appeared from W,
L. Atlee. This embodied 222 cases, and constitoted the most valuable
statistical table which had yet appeared.

In the same year a masterly essay opon the Corpus Luteum of
Monstroation and Pregnancy® was submitted to the American Medical
Asspciation, and wag awarded the prize. lts author was John €. Dal-
ton, of New York.

In 1853 Thomas F. Cock published s Manosl of Obstetrics,' a
muftum in parve of the most relisble mazims in thot srt, which even now
constitutes the vade mecum of many of our students.

Twao years afterwards a paper® was read by Fordyce Barker beforg
the New York Academy of Medicine npon the Treatment of Puerperul
Convulsions, which fully presented all that was then known upon a suliject
which has #ince called forth so much discussion. In the same year R,
A. F. Penroae poblished an interesting and valoable essay opon a Case
of Triplets, with the Mechanism of Labour.®

In the same year James [deans, of Massachusetts, published ao essay
opon * The Hygienic Condition of the Survivorsof Ovariotomy,” which
was particolarly valuable at a time when this operation was being
weighed in the balance and its Leneficent results doubted by many of the
mast sincere investigators.

In 18567 there appeared the most exhavstive nud valeable essay npon
ovariotomy which bad yet been published. This was the prize essay of
(Geo. H. Lyman, of Boston, entitled, * History and Statistiea of Ovari-
otomy, and the Circnmstances under which this Operation may be re-
garded as Sefe and Expedient,” It sppeared at a most opportune
moement, and, characterized as it was by a fair and manly spirit, & remark-
able degrea of necoracy, and entire absence of parrow and prejudiced

! Jawett, Thomas & Co., Buffale, 1850,

% Trans. Amor. Mod. Assoo., vol. iv. p. 286,

3 Ibid., p. 547, ' W, Wood & Co,, N. Y.

% Traneactions, vol. 1. p. 273. ¥ Med. Exam., Feb. 1855, p. TT.
7 Publications of Mags, Med, Sce., May, 1565,
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views, it did a preat deal of good in reference to the important solject
with which it dealt  Althongh twenty years have clapsed since its pob-
lieation, it can atill be read with profit and be regarded as a safe guide
in reference to many essential points,

During the years 1848 and 1856 there appeared in the dmerican
Journal of the Medieal Sciences® some very valusble essays of statistical
character upon roptore of the oterns by J. D). Trask, of Astoris,
Liong Island. These were valuable by the faithfolness nnd accuracy
which characterized them, and the thoroughness with which the subjeet
was trested, The same author has now nearly ready for publication a
paper bringing the subject down to the present day.

In the latter of these years I. E. Taylor, in & report of Two Cases
of Recto-Vaginal Fistula, cored by a New Operation,® advocated sever-
ance of the sphincter ani in such eases after the mannar of Hhea Barton.

During the sueceeding year two valuable papers appeared, ome by
Enil Noeggerath upon Metastatic After-Pains,” and another by J. Marion
Bims, upon Silver Butures in Surgery*

In 135% J. Poster Jenking® of Yonkers, made an important contri-
bution to the literaturs of the subject of spontanecus umbilical hemorrhage
in the newly born, and William Read, of Boston, one npon the influence
of the I'lacenta upon the Development of the Uterus during Pregoaney.*

During the followivg year thres essays well worthy of note appeared ;
two by Noeggerath, upon the Local Disinfecting Treatment of the
Carity of the Uerus for the Treatment of Puerperal Fever,! and on the
Cperation of Turning by Externnl Manipulations ;* one by Sims upon
Ampotation of the Cervix, Stump covered with Vaginal Mewbrane.?

In 1861 William Read published o paper” opon The Formation of
Knots in the Umbilical Cord, and Fordyce Barker' one on the Use of
Aneathetics in Midwifery. The latter of the subjects was oue requiriog
at that time all the light which could be shed opon it by conscientious
obeervers.

In thiz year there appeared™ an interesting paper by Samoel R. Percy,
of N. Y., demansteating the tenacity of vitality possessed Ly the humuu
zoosperm. llis statements aro here given in his own words :—

“ | was enlled to sttend a lady with uterine disease, bot I conzidered it beat
to Emt.pnna all treatment, ns on the oext week her hosband would leave home
to b absent two or three montha. On the Monday following he left, but she
did oot coll upen me uvntil & week from the day following, On examioation
with the spegulom | fonod a mesa of whet | sopposed to be mueo-poralent
matter, proceediog from the os uteri.  Wishiog to asceriain its character, |
examioed it with the microscope, and was surprised to Aod that it was semea,
and thulit contained living spermatozoa and many dead ones.  Commupicating
in o proper way my discovery, I questioped her na to the time of ber last inter-
courge with her hosbapd. It wae on the Monday morning before leaviog,

I W8, vol. xv. ppe 104 and 333, and xxxifi. p. 81.

N, Y. Med. Jonrn. i K. Y. Journ. Med., May, 1857, p. 247,
4 Trans. N. Y. Acad. Msd., Nov. 1557,

¥ Fraus, Amer. Med. Assoco., vol. xi. p. 263,

¢ Am. Journ, Med. Sclonce, April, 1558, p. 309,

T Contrib. to Midwilory aud Dis, of Wowen, New York, 1850,
¥ M. Y. Journ. of Med., Nov. 1859, p. 329,

F Trams. N. Y. Siate Mod. Soclety, 1561, p. 367.

¥ Awm. Journ, Med. Sei., Ost. 1861, p. 361,

" Trana. N. Y. Acad. Med., vol. ii. p. 251.

It Amer, Med, Times, Maroh, 1661, p. 160,
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nearly eight and & half days previons. I would stake my reputation on her
bonour." Dr. Percy further says: * Koowiog that the zoosperms of the frog
are frequently found living daye after the frog's death, and even when it hos
been frozen, I can conceive no reason why buman spermatozis may oot retuin
their vitality for seme lime, especially when protected by warmth and placed
in the situation where nature designed them. Huat to teat this matter, 1 placed
some semen io the lower part of o piece of moistened membrane, tied it, and
piaced it within the vagioa of & moogrel bitch. Upon removing it, upen the
sixth day, most of the zocaporms were possesved of vitality, theagh thero were
many dead ones. These fucts may have so important beariog lo & medico-
legal way."

During the next year the sabject of Pelvic Hematocele began to attract
considerable attention in America. From the yvear 1831, in «hich it was
first described by Récamier, of Paris, it had not cessed to altract con-
siderable attention in France, and between that period and 1858 Bernutz,
Vigues, Nelaton, Gullard, and Voisin had written their well-known
essays upon it.  Up to this year, however, only one case had been re-
ported amongst us, and il constituled an era in the sobject for three
essaya to appear in one year. Omne was by John Byroe, of Brooklyn ;
one by Fordyce Barker; and one by E. Noegperath. All these were
read before the N. Y. Aecademy of Medicine, snd appearsd in ils
Transaclions.

During this year 1. E. Taylor published & saluable essay' npon the
non-shortening of the supra and infra-vaginal portion of the cervix wteri
up o the foll term of gestation. In this the author contested the views
of Btoltz, of Strasbourg, to the effect that gradual expansion of the cer-
vical canal doring the latter months of pregnancy effaced or obliterated
Lhat portion of Lhe oterus.

In 1863, H. K. Storer,® of Boston, added to the literatore of the sub-
ject of anmsthesia in midwifery and medical surgery an essay of consider-
able valoe ; Barker one upon Albuminuria® as affecting Pregnancy, Par-
tarition, and the Puerpernl State; and E. N. Chapman o report* eutitled
a Helection of Remarkable Cases.

The next vear saw the publication of two able papers npon Ovarian
Tumoors and Ovariotomy,* by E. R. Peaslee; an essay npon Spinsl Irri-
tation,® by Charles F. Taylor; and an exeellent treatize upon Chronic
Inflamimation and Displacement of the Unimpregnated Uteros, by W. 11
Byford, of Chicago.

In 1865, T. A. Emmet published wpon the Trentment of Dysmenor-
rheea and Sterflity,” resulting from Anteflexfon of the Mierus, ond npon
the Radieal Operation for Procedentin;® 1. B. Tuylor upon Plucenta
Previa;* and Pessles™ gave Statistica of 150 Cases of Ovariotomy.

The work of Byford, mentioned ns having appesred in 1964, hnd al-
ready met with so brilliant & suceess thut it now reappenred, enlerged ond
ﬁpmved. under the title of the Medical snd Surgical Treatment of

omen.

1 Am. Med. Times, vol. ir. p. 348,

T Boaton Med, and Surg. Joarn., vol. 1zix. p. 249,

1 Bulletin N. ¥. Acad., Med., vol. ii. pp. 36 and 87.

¢ Med. and Sorg. Reporter, Plills.

¥ Bull. N. Y. Acad. Med., vol. ii. p. 326,

¢ Traus. N, Y. Stare Med. Soc,, 18504, p. 126, -

T New York Med. Joorn., June, 1865, p. 205. ¥ Ibid., April, 1865, p. 1.
" Traps. N. Y. State Med. Soc., 1855, p. 52,

¥ Awm. Journ. Med, Sei., Jan. 1865, p. 88,



160 A Cesruey oF AMERIcAN MepIcing. [July

During the next year, I. E. Taglor! reported sixty cases of recto-
vaginal and recto-labisl fistule treated by the plan already mentoned,
and Kmmet® published an essay npon Atresia Vogine.

Thig year was specially marked by the nppearance of a work which
more profoundly aroused the gyomcologista of Europe, as well as of Ame-
rica, than any other which had appeared since those of Deonet and Simp-
gon. This was & work entitled Clinical Notes on Tterine Surgery, by J.
Marion Sims. The clear, foreible, and persussive style of this work, the
record of snecessful operations which it contained, and the stamp of ear-
nest and original thought which it bore upon every page, served to give
it a circulation which demanded its translation into almost all the modern
langunges vl Europe, and to make it an essential io the library of every
progressive gyneeologist.  Tan years have elzpsed sinee ita publication,
and yet it may safely be stated that no work nmow extant constitotes a
more perfect guide to the gyumcological surgeon.

In this year appearad, too, an excellent treatise of over fifty pages upon
Vesico-vaginal Fistula, by M. Schoppert, of New Orleans. This con-
tained an exhanative reswnd of the history of the operation, was fully illus-
trated, and embodied the extensive experience of one who has made him-
gell well known as o soccessful operator in this field of sargery.

In this year, also, especinl allention was called to the subject of extir-
Elutiull of the aterus for fbroids, by the publication of & soceessful cnse,

§ II. Ik. Storer,? in which this organ and both ovaries were removed.
This grave procedure, recommended, but never practised, as early a5 1787,
by Wrisherg, was in the present centory performed by Clay, of Manches.
ter, and Koberlé, of Strasbourg, In 1834, the frst operation was per-
formed in this eountry for this purpose, by Kimball! of Lowell, the
tomour weighing six pounde, and the patient recovering. He bas been
followed by Bornhem, Cutter, Peaslee, Darby, Sims, Atlee, Wood, Sands,
Buckinghsm, Storer, Hackenberg, Weber, Thomas, Chadwick, and others.
The statistics of the procedure in this country have oot been collected, but
it is safe to say that no sach rezults ean be reported as have recently come
to us from Paris, where M. Péan hos met with o soceess of seven out of
ning, or an equivalent of seventy-eight out of one hondred. Kimball has
thus far performed ten operations, with four recoveries ond six deaths.
In New York city the operation has been repeatedly performed, but never
yot with a fuveuralle izaue,

In 14867, Iir. E. D. Miller,® of Boston, published an essay introdusing
inty practice the searification of the lining wembrane of the body of the
uteroy, and deseribed an instrument for performing this operation ; and
a valuable poper wos read before the American Medical Associntion by
Stephen Rogers,® of New York, advocating gastrotomy ulter ruptare of
the cyst of extra-utering preguancy, for the purpose of ligating bleeding
vessels, and thus giving the patient n chance for life. As early as 1549
this courze had been suggested by W. W. Hacbert in the Western Jour.
nal of Medicine and Surgery; but o Rogers belongs the credit of press-
ing the claims of the ides upon the profession in & way to attract to it
the grave attention which it deserves,

! Trang, N. Y. Siate Meod, Sog., 1865, p. 97.

! Riohmoud Med. Jooro., Aug. 18466, p 80,

* Awm. Jours. Med. Sci., Jan 1366, p. 1100

+ Bosl, Med. aud Sorg. Journ., May, 1855, p. 249,
¥ Ibid., March, p. 133,

& Trans, Am. Med. Assce. 1867, vol. zvlil. p. BS.
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Montrose A. Pallen, formerly of 8t. Louis, now of New York, read in
the same year an interesting paper on the Ureatment of Certain Uterine
Abnormities, before the American Medical Association, and puablished a
Resumé of forty-six operations for dysmenorrhea by the division of the
cervix uleri.

Wm. T. Luosk? alse made & contribution entitled Uremis, 8 Commen
Cause of Death in Uterine Cancer.

In this year H. Lenox Hodge,? in & case of tubo-uterine pregnancy,
performed a very remarkable and socceseful operation for removal of the
fetus. The pregnancy had advanced to the eighth menth, and & thin
septum divided the troe and unoccapied uteros rom the sdjciving vica-
rious one 80 aa to prevent delivery. Hodge cut through his, and de-
livared the child per vias natwrales. The child lived aboot ten howrs,
and Lhe mother recovered.

In 1869 the first journal ever devoted especlally to the interest of ob- -
stetrics and gynmeology in America appeared in New York. The estab-
lishment aod early mointenance of this excellent guoarterly, styled The
American Journal of Obstetrice and Diseases of Women and Children,
were entirely the results of the energy and enterprise of a single member
of the profession, B. F. Dawson. Afer eight yeara of existence it has
established its right to be considered one of Lhe most valuable periodi- *
cals of the country, and under its present editor, Panl F. Munde, fully
maintaing ita position.

Dworing this year there appeared three works in this department of
medicine ; fGrst, the Obstetric Clinic of George T. Elliot, classic in style,
eod replete with the wise counsels of & master in the obaterric art;
second, & Treatise upon Vesico-vaginal and Recto-vaginal Fistule, by
T. A. Emmet; and third, a Practical Treatise opon the Disesses of
Women, by Guillard Thomas,

Two good papers likewise appeared, one upon Intra-uterine Injec-
tions, by M. A. Pullen® end one wpon the Treatment of the Urmmic
Convalsions of Pregnancy by Morphia, by F. D Lente®

In 1868, H. R Storer," of Boston, advocated inclosing the pedicles of
ovarian tomoors in the abdominal walls. ‘This method, which he styled
“ pocketing the pedicle,” consisted of Bxing it in the abdowinal opening
and completely covering it by the cotaneons tissoes.

The year 1569 was rich in essays of considerable valoe. Chiel among
these may be mentioned one upon Ovariocentesis Vaginalis,” and another
opon Chronic Metritis in its relution to Malignant Diseass of the Uterus,
by Noeggerath ; one by Wm. Goodell® of Philudelphia, upon Concealed
Accidental Hemorrhage of the Gravid Womb ; one opon the Surgery
of the Cervix in connection with the treatment of certain Uterine Dis-
eases, by T. A. Emmet ;' one upon Hypodermie vse of Ergot in Post.

! Homboldt, Maed. Archives, 1867, vol. l. p. T.

! N. Y. Mud. Journ., Juue, 1867, p. 205,

¥ Parry, op, eit. p. 264,

! fit, Lonis Med. and Surg. Journ., July, 1668, p. 204,
§ Med. Record, April 15.
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T Amer. Journ, Obstetricz, May and November,
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partom Hemorrhage, by F. D, Lente ;' one upon Face Presentations, by
I. E. Taylor ;* one upon Intra-uterine Injections, by Joseph Kammerer ;!
one by J. @. Pinkham,* of Lynn, on Searifieation of the Fundos Tterl
in Chronic Metritis and Eodometritis, which had been previovsly advised
by Miller; one by H. . Storer* opon & Method of Exploring and Ope-
rating npon the Female Rectum by Eversion of the Anterior Rectal Wall
by o finger in the Vagina; and one vpon the Pathological Sympathies of
the Uteros, by V. A. Taliaffero,? of Ga.

The literatore of fibro-cystic tumoor of the oterus is very recent. In
1869 Koeberld, of Strasbourg, tells ns that only fourteen cases had been
recorded, and of these two were discovered post-morfem. In that year
C. C. Lea," of New York, collected nineteen cnses, and published them
in an interesting paper.

In the same year® Gaillard Thomas pablished the secoont of a case of
inversion successfolly reduced by dilatation of the constricting neck
through an opening in the abdomen made by section throogh its walls.
This procedure has not met with {avoor, and hee not since that time been
repeated by any one but its author.

During this year a society, which exerted considerable influence in
arousing attention to the subject of Gynmeology in New Englond, was
* formed in Boston, chiefly throogh the exertions of Horatio R. Btorer, and
cnlled the Gynmcological Society of Boston. DBefore the year had ex-
pired a journal emanated from this society styled the Journal of the
Gynmcological Socicty of Boston. It now no longer exists, but doring
its period of publication it exercised a decided inBuence in this depart-
ment of medicine.

Societies devoled to obstetrice and gynmcology have likewise been
established in Louvisville, Philadelphia, and New York. They are still
in mctive operation, and furnish in their proceedings and reports & valun-
able fund of information to the general reader of the medical periodicals
of the country.

We now errive at the commencement of the present decade, and daring
the six years of it which have now expired, so nomerons have been the
contributions to this department, that only & small proportion, consisting
of the most valuable, can be noticed. During the f(rat year of this
period, there appeared Byford’s Treatise on the Theory and Prectice of
Obstetrics, the frst eystematic work upon this subject which had sppeared
since that of Bedford, which is elsewhere noticed. An excellent paper
likewise appeared from C. C. P. Clark,* of Oswego, upon the Management
of the Obateiric Forceps, replete with the sagacious observations of an
original and candid observer; and an important essay npon Anal Fissure
in Women, by H. R. Storer.”

TN, Y. Med, Reeord, vol. Iv, p. 411.
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The next year produced a carefully prepared and interesting essay by
Wm. Goodell,' entitled A Critical Inguicy into the Management of the
Perinenm doring Laboor; one of great practical value by the late John
5. Parey® upon Sudden Enlergement of Ovarian Cyets from Hemorrbage
into them; one npon Dysmenorrbcea and its Treatment by M, A, Pallen ;?
& report of a Case of Bimultaneous Intra- and Extra-uterine Pregnancy
going to Foll Term, by 8, Pollak ;* a paper upon Mechanieal Treatment
of Diaplacement of Unimpregnated Uteras, by George Pepper, of Phila-
delphia ;* & very valuable essay opon Placental Extraction and Placental
Expression, by Parvin ;* and an equally valoable one by Natben Bozeman®
apon Urethrocele, Catarth, and Uleeration of the Bladder in Ferales,

The oext year wos marked by the appearance of three works devoted
to this department of medicine ; frst, one npon Ovarian Tomoors, their
Pathology, Disgnosis, and Treatment, by E. R, Peaslee; second, one
upon Hysterology, by E. N. Chapman ; and third, one wpon Electro-
cantery in Uterine Sorgery, by Jobn Byrna. The fest of these is cor-
tainly the most systemalic and complete treatise which has thus far ap-
peared npon this subject, and the last, although small in dimensions, deals
exhaostively with the important matter upon which it touches.

During this year there appeared a remarkable essay npon Latent Gonor-
rheea in Females, by Noeggerath. To this the outhor strongly sssumes
the position which is here announced in his own words.®

“ 1 bave nndertaken to show that the wife of every hushand who, at any time
of his life befors marrizge, has contracted & gonorrhes, with very few EXCEP-
tions, is afected with latent gooorrhoea, which sooner or later brings its exist-
ence ioto view through some one of the forme of disesse about to be deacribed.
« + « « Ibelieve I do oot go too far when I assert that, of every 100 wives
who marry husbands who have previously had gonorrhoeas, anum}lr 10 remain
healthy ; the reat suffer from it or pome other of the digeasea which it is the
task of thia paper to deseribe. And, of the ten that are spared, we can posi-
tively affirm that in some of them, through some accidental cause, the hidden
mischiel will sooner or later develop itsell”

The dizordere supposed by the aothor to result from latent gonorrhma
are perimetric inflammations, both acute aod chromic; ovaritis; and
catarrh of the genital tract.

Io the same year Parry® published an essay upon the comparative merits
of eranictomy and Cwxsarean section in pelves with & eonjugate diameter
of 24 inches or less.

The idea of draining the peritoneal cavity by creating an opening per
eaginam into its most dependent portion, the pouch of Douglas, has
often presented itself to the minds of ovariotomists, As early as 1855"
the prectice wos adopted by Penslee, aud subsequently by Kimball, of

1 Amer. Joorn. Med. Scl., Jan. 1871, p. 63.

8 Amer. Journ, Obstetrics, Nov, 1871, p. 454,
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¢ Trana. lod, State Med. Boo., 1871, p. 11.
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Lowell ; W, W. Green and Tewkesbuory, of Portland; Miner, of Bulfalo;
Thomas, of New York, and others. This plan of accomplishing drain-
age of the peritonenl sae has by no means met witk general approval or
adoption. Nor ig it probable that it will ever do so, for between the
peritoneum and vagina there {5 an iulersrnca which ig filled by areclar
and adipose tissne into which en escape of putrid flaid mast often enter
and from which it wounld readily be absorbed.

In 1872 Marion Sims' revived the method nnd by passing into the
peritoneum, through the vaging, tubes of small calibre admitting of per-
fect drainage, and the vse of disinfectant injections he hoped to overcome
more perfectly than hoad hitherto beenm done, the fatal consequences of
septiceemia.  The reviver of this plan of drainage still has sanguine hopes
of its success, and commonly resorts Lo it

In the year 1873, Thomos M. Drysdele of Philadelphia, after a careful
and conscientions gtudy of the subject, described & peculiar characteristic
corpuscle as contained in ovarian Quid. This he regarded as dingnostic
of u-dvnriln eyetoms. He sums op his views opon the mutter in these
words :—

*1 elnim then, that & granular cell has beeo dincovered by me in ovarinn Guid,
which differs in its behuviour wilh acetic acid and ether from aoy other koown
gragular cell found in the abdominal cavity, and which, by meaos of these re-
ageots, can be readily recogoized as the cell which has been described ; and
further, that by the uee of the microscope, sssisted by these tesls, we may dis-
lingllllinh the Auid removed from ovarien cysts from all other abdominal dropsi-
cal floids.”

These views are by no means generally accepted by microscopists, but
their author feels sore of his position, and W, L, Aulee, many of whose
disguoses have in great degree rested upon them, has full faith in its cor-
rectness.

In this year B remarkable paper entitled, * How do the Spermatozoa
enter the Uteras,” by Joseph R. Beek, of Indisna, appeared. The
author, meeting with & female patient, the subject of prolapsus uteri, who
was so excitalle ns to have the sexosl orgaem produced by digitul
examination, examined visually as this oceurred, and thus reports what he
gaw : " The os and cervix wteri had been Brm, hard, and generslly in s
norwal condition, with the os closed 80 as not to admit the oterine probae
without diffienity ; bot immedistely the o= opened to the extent of fully
an inch, made five or six successive gasps, drawing the external os into
the cervix each time powerfully, and at the same time becoming quite
goft to the touch. All these phenomena occorred within the space of
twelve seconds' time certeinly, and in ap instant all wag sz before; the
o8 bad closed, the cervix hardened, and the relation of the parts had
hecome as before the orgasm.” Similer observetions had been pre-
vicusly made by Sitzmann,! of Germany, and published in 1346,

In the mext year W. L, Atlee gave to the profession a work entitled
General and Diferentinl Disgnosis of Overisn Tumours, with special
reference to the operstion of ovariotomy, and occasional pathological
ond therapeotical considerations. 'This embodied bis vast experivoce,

! Now York Med, Joarn,, Dec. 1872, p. 561.
® 8. Lonis Med., and Barg. Joaro., New Serion, vol. iz, p, 440,
¥ A. Fiiot, Physiology of Man, vol. v, p. 339,
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and recorded the resolts of his nomerous operations for the removal of
tnmaonrs of the uterus and ovaries.

In this year likewise appeared the work of D. Hayes Agnew, of Phila-
delpbin, upon Laceration of the Female Perincum and Vesico-vaginal
Fistola, their history and treatment. This likewise was the production
of @ man of mature thought and great experience and knowledge of the
subject with which he deait. To thiz snthor the profession iz indebted
for a great deal of honest and valoable labour in reference 1o the surgery
of the female genital organs. v

A lengthy report, in book form, of the Colombis Hospital for Women,
in Washington, D. C., was made by J. H. Thompson, and a veluable
eszay was pnblished by T. A. Emmet," npon Laceration of the Perineam,
involving the Sphincter Ani, and an Operation for securing Union of
the Moscle. Emmet in this essay urges upon operntors tlie necessity of
inserting the first suture low down, on & level at lesst with & horizontal
line running along the lowest edge of the anus, ro as to lift the ends of
the broken muscle up, and cavse them to approximate. This constitutes
the pivotal point of the operation.

In thia year, also, appeared an essay by W. T. Lusk,” on the Etiology
and Indication for Treatment of Irregular Uterive Action during
Laboar.

The year 1874 wasg very prolific in contribations Lo this department.
In it wppeared a work which has met with great and deserved success by
Fordyce Barker, opon the Puerperal Diseases, and an essay by the same
anthor, apon® The Age when the Capacity for Child-bearing ceases.

In this year two arlicles appeared from one of America’s greatest
ovariotomists, Gilman Kimball * of Lowell, upon Pelvie Drainage after
Ovariotomy ; s noteworthy report by the late A, K. Gardner, of & case
in which ten gmarts of orine were at one operation removed from the
female bladder ; a paper by H. Lenox Hodge,* upon Injection of Tincture
of lodine into the Cavity of the Uterus in Hemorchage aflter Delivery ;
a report by Goodell* on The Means employed at Preston Retreat for the
FPrevention and Treatment of Puerperal Discases; a most valuable and
masterly egsay on the Mechaniem and Treatment of Breeeh Presenta-
tions, by R. A. F. Penrose ;" a description of ao operation styled Vagino-
cerviplasty,' a substitute for amputation of the cervix nteri o certain
forms of intre-vaginal elongation, by Pallen; an additionsl paper, on
The Physiolegical Lengthening of the Cervix Uterl at, hofors, during,
and after Delivery, by [. E. Taylor;® one by Marion Sims," apon Enucle-
ation of Intra-otering Fibroids, and one upon Erysipelas in Child-bed
Fever, by Thomas C. Minor, of Cincinoati.

! Mad. Record, Mareli, 1873, p. 121,

8 N. Y. Med. Joorn., June, 1873, p. 561

! Phila. Med. Times;, vol. v. p. 161.

¢ Boaton Med. and Sorg, Journ., 1874, M. B, val. 2iil. p. 517, and vol. ziv. pp.
132, 273,

¢ Am. Journ, Obatet.

* Amor. Bop, to Obetet, Journ. of Grost Britain, 1874, July, p. 40, and Auguost,

. B5.
» ! lbid., March, 1874, p. 177.

¥ Amer. Joarn. Obstat., Pel, 1875, p. 604.

# Thbid., May, 1874, p. 119,

% N. Y. Med. Joarn., April, 1674, p. 337.
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In the same year there appeared & work, small in proportions bot paw-
erful in style and effect, from the pen of Edward I Clarke, entitled Sex
in Edoention. Few works in modern times upon medical topies have so
thoronghly suceesded in arousing the attention of the communpity for
whose henefit they were undertaken.

In 1875 James D, Trask,' of Astoria, N. Y., published an essay upon
Injection of Tincture of Todine into the Cavity of the Tierus in Hemor-
rhage after Dalieery; J. R. Chadwick,® of Boston, one npon Injection
of Nutritions or Cathartic Fluids into the Intestines through the abdom-
inal walls by means of an aspirator needle when the stomach proves en-
tirely intolerant; A. D. Sincleir,? of Boston, one opon Msnoal Dilsta-
tion of the Os Uteri; Noeggerath® one upon Vesico-vaginal and Vesico-
rectal Tooch, a new method of examining the Uterns and Appendages;
and Goodell,* o Clinieal Memoir upen Turning in Pelves narrowed in the
Conjugate Diameter, and another® upon The Management of Head-last
Labonrs. .

In the same year Wm, H, Byford? read before the American Medical
Associalion an able report opon The Treatment of Tierine Fibroids by
Ergot (Hildebrandt’s method); F. D, Lente*and Alex, Morray® published
esznys advocating the use of electricity in arresting post-partom hemor-
rlinge ; Parey™ one upon The Use of the Hand to correct enfavourable pre-
setitations and positions of the child during Isboor; and ancther™ opon The
Histery of an Outbreak of Puerperal Fever at the Philadelphia Hospital,
characterized by diphtheritic deposits on woonds of the gewnital organs;
M. B. Wright'® one upon Obliguities of the Grarid Trervs; and Losk™
& valuable report apon The Genesis of an Epidemic of Poorperal Fever.

A very intereating and valuahle paper appeared during this year from
H. F. Campbell,™ of (Georgin, upon Position, Pnenmatic Pressure, and
Mechanical Appliance in Wierine Displacements. The author advocates
replacement of nteri affected by posterior displacement by the assump-
tion on the part of the patient of the knee-chest position, and the intro-
duetion of an open glass tube by herself into the vagina while this
position iz maintained. He declares that the position, favonring as it
doeg gravitation of the vterns and other viscern forwards, sided by the
entrance of air into the vagina by the glass tube, will commonly effect
reposition of the displaced organ.

Doring the sarme year a faithful Report™ opon Obatetriea and Gyne-
cology wes made by Wm. T. Howard, to the Medical and Chirorgical
Faculty of Maryland; &o essay upon Icehthyosie of the Tongue and

' Am. Journ, Obatet., Feb. 1875, p. G13.

¥ Ibid., Nov. 1875, p. 330,

¥ Brston Med. and Borg. Journ., Feb. 16875, p. 117.

4 Am. Journ, Obatat,, May, 1375, p. 123

4 Ibid., Ang. 1876, p. 193,

! Phila. Med. Times, May.

' Trang. Awm, Med, Asson., vol, xxv, p. 173,

' Am. Journ. Obatet., Nov. 1675 p. 618,

¥ Paycholog. and Med.-Legal Journ., June, 1875, p. 343,
12 Am, Journ, Obatot,, Moy, 1675, p. 134,

" Am. Journ. Med. Sel., Jan. Y875, p. 46,

12 Tha Clinie, vol. [x. p. 301.

1 Am. Journ. Obstot., Nov. 1675, p. 369,

s Read befors Georgin Madieal Ansociation, April.

" Transaciioos Med. and Clir. Fao. of Med. 1375, p. 73.
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Vulva was published by R. F. Weir;' one apon Menstruation and the
Law of Monthly Periodicity, by J. Goodman,® of Louiarille ; and one by
D. Warren Brickell, of N. 0., npon Rupture of the Perineam,® witha
description of a new operation.

5. 8. Todd* of Kansas City, published a good resumé of the snhject
of Anmsthetice in Labour, embodying the views of many prominent olb-
gtetricisna in this country and in Europe; and Thomes® a case of Tubal
Pregnaney treated by incision into the sac by the galvano-caustic knife,
an:iimmedinte removal of fretos and placenta through the incision thus
made,

H. L. Byrd®* published the details of a new plan of artificial respira-
tion to be practised upon the neonatus. This consists in the artificial
production of the inspiratory and expiratory efforts by alternately bend-
ing the trank of the child, held in the two palms, very much backwards
and forwards. As the head and shoulders fall below a borizental line
peesing throngh the operator's hands placed nnder the infant's loins, and
the legs and pelvis below the same line on the other side, air rnshes into
the langs by reason of the reession of the disphragm and separation of
the riba. Then as the diaphragm is pushed upwards, and the ribs ap-
proximated by the anterior bending of the tronk, so that the child's knees
approach the chin, the air is expelled.

An esesy appeared during this year also from Ellwood Wilson® upon
Version In contracted Pelvis. Controversinl in siyle, it demonstrated
the trath of the aphorism * ex collisione, seintilla.”

Wm. H. Byford® in 1876 pnblished an interesting case of Dropay of
the Amnion, and I. E. Taylor® resd before the N. Y. Academy of Medi-
cine an essay entitled Is Craniotomy, Cephalotripsy, or Cranioclasm pre-
ferable to Cassrean Section in Pelves ranging from 14 to 2§ inches 7

The subject of inversion of the uterue has, doring the last balf century,
attracted considerable attention in this country, and the valuable contri-
botione of White, Noeggerath, Emmet, and others, to it, bave been else-
where noticed. The remarkable fact that a nterus for & long time inverted
may, by an effort of natore, replace itself, hes received due notice, and
the evidence of American physicians has sustained that given of the fact
by Spiegelberg, Leroux, De la Barre, Thatcher, Rendu, Shaw, Beaude-
loeque, and others of Europe.

It must be boroe in mind that the possibility of this occurrence has
been boldly denied by high asthority, and that acenmulation of evidenca
opon it ie desirable. The ecase of sponteoeons reposition recorded by
De la Barre™ wae presented by him before the Academy of Surgery of
Paris, and Beandeloogne was appointed a committee to examine into its
sothenticity. He reported that the acconnt was “ totally false,” yet some

! H. Y. Med. Journ., March, 1875, p. 240,

¥ Richmeond and Louwisvilla Med. Journ,, val. xx. p. 553,

¥ Amer. Journ, of Med, Solencas, April, 1876, p. 320

i Trans. Med. Association of Mizsouri, 1875, p. 37.

b N. Y. Med, Jouro., Jows, 1675, p. S6l.

& Mad. Bogord, July 31, 1876, p. 518, His firat article oo this sabject appeared
in 1470,

! Amer. Journ. Obatet., April, 1876, p. 97.

" Chioage Med. Joom. and Exaw., January, 1876, p. 1.

§ Mad. Reoord, Maroh 16, 1876,

B Arghiv. Gién, de M6d., 1868, . if. p. 393,
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years afterwards he himsell met with the occorrence of a similar cade
which convinged him of his injustice te De la Barre.

Meigs' publishes three such cases; Jason Hucking® of Maine, one;
and Chestnot,® in 1876, records a most striking case, in which, after
twelve years of inversion, & uwierns was spontancously replaced. In the
last case no doubt as to the diagnosis can be sdmitted, for during ita
progreas carefnl examinations were made by Ryford, O'Ferral, and others,
Indeed by the former a trial at replucoment wag proctised, which lasted
for abont two honrs.

In the Moy number of the Obstetrical Sournal of Great Britain and
Ireland, appears an excellent lecture upon Face Presentations, by Pen-
rose ; and in the January number of the dAmerican Journal of Medical
Sciences, the report of & case of ovariotomy by Geillard Thomas, in
which four days ofter operation eight and a hall ounces of milk were
transfosed into the patieot's veins with good result. Thomas's procedure
waos based uwpon the experience of Hodder, of Toronts, Canada, and
Joseph W. Howe, of New York. The former transfused milk on three
occasions, aod the latter on two. In no case did evil consequences resol,
and in two of Hodder's casea life seemed to be saved by the process.
Thomas's case was the sixth oo record, and the resulta were excellent.
Since hin pnblication J. W. Howa has experimented on the sobject with
very unfavonrable results, Transfusion of milk practised upon seven
doga, has in every case resnlted in desth, and in one man suffering from
palmonary consamplion in the third stage death from coms oceurred a few
hours after the operation. The sobject demands, and is certainly worthy
of, full and careful investigation. It is difficolt to reconcile the disere-
pancy of results which now attaches to it. At present the subject stands
thus: up to 1875 six trans(oaions opon the living sobject with no evil
result, and with three instances of great benefit: during 1876 one
transfusion upon mano, and seven upon dogs, with fatel consequoences in
every case.

In the yearly contributions to medical literature there is a great deal
of faithful, erdeous, end ueeful work done, which redounds but fittle wo
the immediste advantape of the doers. This iz the work done by re-
viewers. To J. C. Reeve, of Dayton, Ohio, this departinent of medicioe
is much indebted in this respect. His reviews of the subject of anmsthe-
gia which have appeared in the dmerican Journal of the Medical Sciences,
are well known,

The mental development which appeara thus far to have resulted from
the pecaliar education and training which characterize the civilization
of thiz country, exhibits & moeh more marked tendency Lo the adaptation
of means to immediate practical results, than to a devotion to absiruse
study or paine-takiog scientific investigation. Hence & fruitful hervest
wonld naturally be expected in the way of ingenious applionces and well-
conceived instruments, the ontcome of a century of experimentation.
This expectation will not be disappointed either in this or avy other of
the practical departments of medicine.

A vast number of modifications of the obstetric forceps, both short and
long, have been made; so large a number, indeed, that even a mention
of them would prove impossible. The most valoabls and generally popa-

! Obatotries. § Thomaa' Dis. of Women, $th ed. p. 431.
¥ Amer. Practitlouer, May, 1676, p. 284, b
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lar of these is the long forceps of Hodge. Two other excellent modifi-
cations are those of the late George T. Elliot and of J. P. White. The
two latter are light, yet powerful ; elegant in ghape; and well adapted
to the varied regnirements of this most vzefal of surgical instroments.

OfF vaginal specala there is rapidly being created as great a variety as
that of forceps. Sims' great invention, developing en entirely new
method of examination, certainly takes the lead of all others, and op to
the preseot date none other can be compared with it for practical advan-
tages. This inetroment, however, requires two things for its employ-
ment—frst, & certain degree of skill on the part of the operator in its
ose ; and, second, an assistant to hold it during examination. 'To avoid
the necessity of the second requirement, modiGeations have been made
by Howard, Emmet, Hunter, ﬂuzeml.n, Byrne, Nott, Otto, Noeggerath,
and many others.

It would be useless to enomerate, os an original conception, esch in-
strament employed in the operation for cure of vesico.vaginal Bstula, for
all of these wers invented by Bims, as the pionear in this procedare,

The oterine repositor-of Sims ie the best instrument yet devised for
replacing the retroflaxed or retroverted utarve. It is far superior Lo the
ordinary oterine gound in efficiency, and onattended by its dangers. The
same rermarks apply to Sima’ silver oterine probe, as compared with the
unyielding soands of Simpson, Hoguier, allg Eiwisch,

In operations upon the vagina nnd perinenm, Emmet’s curved scissors
are very nseful, and greatly facilitate these procedures ; and after opera-
tions for stresia, Sims' vaginal plog of hard robber or glass is indis-
pensable.

For dilating & constricted nterine neck, Molesworth has farnished us
an excellent instrument in his hydrostatic dilators, which, thoogh acting
ppon the same principle as the water-bags of Dr. Barnes, are more
powerful and manageable.

The eyringe of Davidson a8 & valusble one for accomplishing vaginal
irrigation, end the induetion of premature delivery.

In many operations for the removal of abdominal tomours, temporary
control of hemorrhage can be perfectly accomplished by H. R. Storer's
clamp-shield, which becomes, under these circamatances, a valoable in-
stroment. Permanent clamps have been devised by Atlee, Dawson,
Thomas, and Greene, of Portland. The last of these consists of a spring
clamp, intended to ceuvse ligatoree placed aroond the pedicle to cut
throngh, and thos be liberated.

The galvano-canstic battery, only of late years introdoced amongst os
ss a means of amputating vascoloer parts like the cervix uteri, ete., has
now become very populsr, and the ingenvity of Byrne and Dawson has
fornished us with instruments at once emall, portable, and very powerful.
These instroments weigh only five or six poonds, and oceupy little mors
gpace than an octavo volume. Their present dimensions and certainty
of action remove two of Lthe greatest objections attaching to the cambrous
and fickle instroments formerly in use.

For a long time afler pessaries were pot apon their proper basis as
surgical appliances of great value, and as means which were essential to
the proper manapgement of oterine displacements, few modifications were
inade in them. OF late years, however, this has not been so. Hodge's
inetrument has heen asefully modified by Albert H. Swith.,' Many varieties

I Obstel. Joarn. of Great Britaln, Awer, Sop., 1875, vol. iil. p. 7.



170 A Centuny oF AMERICAN MEDICINE, [July

of vaginal stem pessariea have been devieed for prolapsus ; and Epbraim
Cutler, of Boston, has accomplished & valuoble improvement in retro-
vergion pessaries by getting enpport by a stem arching backwards over
the perinenm, and attaching to a belt worn around the waist.

In certain operations npon the anterior vaginal wall, the apparatus of
Bozeman, by which the patient ean be kept in & modified genu-pectoral
attitude, proves very nsefol ; by ite use anessthesin may be kept np for &
long time with perfect comfort to the patient.

John T. Hodgen, of §t. Louis, has made the needles employed in ope-
rations for vesico-vaginal fstula trocar-pointed, with great advantapge.
Their power of penetration is great, while at the snme time they do litile
damage by cotting the lissoes,

Parvin's polyptome iz & very oeefol instrument for the remowal of
growthe attached in utero, which are out of reach of manipulations prac.
tized by the instroments ordinarily in vee.

A most valuable improvement in the trocar and ¢anvla for tapping the
abdomen and sbdominal tumours has been efected by 8. Fiteh, in his
"dome trocar.” By Lhis instrument complete protection ie given to the
viscera by a projecting piece which shields them from its sharp point.

An excellent donble canolated tube has been introdoced for pelvie
drainsge by QGeorge H. Bixby, of Boston. It fulfils every regnirement
under thess circumatances 86 to thoroughness and facility of employment.
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