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KELLY: THE PRESERVATION OF THE HYMEN. 11

In the third place, if it is necessary to dilate and to curette
the uterus, this may be done by introducing a finger into the
rectum and locating the cervix, and then introducing a pair of
tenaculum forceps into the vagina and carefully opening them,
and catching the cervix and drawing it down to the outlet,
where it may then be dilated and curetted, in many cases, with-
out injuring the hymen. _

In the fourth place, the cervix and the vagina may be in-

Fie. 1.—Speculum for use in vaginal examination
of virgins.

spected and treated through one of a
series of specula which I have devised
for this purpose, with the patient in
the knee-chest posture and the vagina
distended with air. These specula are
cylindrical, like my vesical specula,
but they have a shorter tube and are
cut obliquely on the end, so as to do
away with the necessity of using an
obturator ; the longest side, 6 centi-
metres in length, is on the same side
with the long handle ; the short side
measures 5.6 millimetres in length.
They vary in calibre from 8 to 18 mil-
limetres. _

It is not infrequently necessary to W/
examine little children, it may be not
more than 2 or 3 years old, for leucorrhea or gonorrhea; I am
not aware that this has ever been attempted, and yet it can
be done perfectly with one of these small specula, through
which I have been able to inspect the entire vagina and the
diminutive cervix.

If it is desirable to secure secretions from the upper vagina
or from the cervix uncontaminated by the secretions carried in
from the exterior by an ordinary speculum, it may be done in
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this way, for the instrument only enters the vaginal orifice and
does not even touch the upper vagina.

Fifthly, if treatments are necessary they may be readily and
harmlessly carried out through a No. 10 or 12 or larger specu-
lum.

Solutions of nitrate of silver may be applied, as I have done,
by means of an applicator to the vagina of a little child suf-

Fi1a. 2.—Showing speculum in place and vagina distended by air. Patient in knee-
chest position.

fering from gonorrhea, just as easily as in an adult woman
through a Sims speculum.

Sixthly, in an adult it may even be possible to remove a
tumor, as I had occasion to do November 3, 1897. A young
woman with an intact hymen had a mucous polyp, about 4 cen-
timetres long and 12 millimetres in diameter, hanging out of
the cervix, which I removed in the following manuner without
any injury to the hymen:
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A cylindrical speculum 18 millimetres in diameter was in-
serted, and the polyp, seen at the end of the speculum,was drawn
into its lumen and held by a pair of rat-tooth forceps, while a
catgut ligature was tied in a loop around the forceps and car-

Fra. 8. 5 Fie. 4.

F108. 83 axp 4 —Removal of a mucous polyp in a virgln through a small cylindrical
speculum. (Natural size.)

ried down over the tumor and well up to the cervix, and tied
around the pedicle of the tumor by means of a cotton and gauze
packer which is pronged at the end and so affords a point of
counter-resistance, pushing one end of the ligature up toward



history-of-obgyn.com





