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W. O, Daxvorri, M.D., Evansroxn, 1L,

I5 @vneeologists and obstetricians today owe a great debt to our

professional forefathers. The distinguished men who ereated this
Society and who have maintained its reputation have set ns an example
whieh it is not easy to follow. They have done a areat work in the
development of eynecology and obstetries in this country and Canada.
Before their day, however, there were able workers who searched For
faets and who strove to develop better methods of dealing with the ills
of women, In the hurry of daily work and with the rapid development
of knowledge we find it difficult to keep pace with what coes on today
and the work of those who have gone hefore us is easily forgotten. In
order that we may take a brief view ol the work of a eroup who have
contributed greatly to our seience 1 ask you to eome with me for a
short time while we mount an imaginary hill from whenee we may look
haclkward over a part of the road our predecessors have traveled and
to view, if we may, some of the work of the laborers who have built the
foundations upon which rest the seientifie strueture within which we
work., This scholastie edifiee is not yet complete, So long as men of
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campaign, that he renounced the use of hoiling 0il and hot irons for the
control of hemorrhage after amputations and from severe wounds. This
was because the supply of hot oil failed and he had to have recourse
to an emollient application made of egg volks, oil of voses, and turpen-
tine in its place. The improvement in results he instantly recognized
and thereafter, against much opposition from his more staticallv minded
confreres, refused to nse them. In 15562, during the siege of Dam-
villiers, he amputated the leg of a gentleman in the suite of de Rohan,
controlling bleeding by ligatures. The ligature had lain dormant since
the time of Celsus, who deseribed it in his seventh book. This eontro-
versy ahout bhoiling oil and the eautery produced for us a remarkable
demonstration of his ability as a controversial writer for he was attacked

Fig., 1.—Ambroise Pardé. Le Paulmlier.

by Etienne Gourmelen who eriticized severely his departure from the
accepted methods. His reply, entitled an ** Apology and Treatise,”” was
not only an account of his travels and the surgieal work which he found
to do while accomplishing them, hut was also a most biting and com-
plete rebuttal, replete with sarcasm, ealling attention to his own great
practical experience compared with the largely academie knowledge of
his opponent. Throughout this work he vefers to his eritic as “*Mon
petit maisire’” which may be rvather freely translated as “my little
man.’”” Tt is due to this attack upon Paré and fo his reply, that we
know anything of Gourmelen. He was eaught as a fly in liquid amber,
and so preserved has come down to us. It was in this book that Paré
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said ““the operations of surgery are learned by the eve and by the
toueh.”” This polemie went on for some time for in 1593 Jean Des Hayes
wrote a Latin thesis entitled “*An Sistendo Sanguinem Ignis Vel
Ligatura?’® 1t was in his first eampaign that we first find the expres-
sion so often quoted “*1 dressed him, God healed him.” This expres-
sion is found i a number of places in his works.

In 1541 appeared his hook, great in size as well as in matter. He
gave a complete diseussion of surgery as it was then known fogether
with many illustrations. The excellence of the latter and the fullness
of the index at the end of the hook surprise the modern reader, In
this work we find his diseussion of the generation of man and a chapter
on monsters., Some of these, as pietured in his book, might astonish the
modern teratologist and seem to have been imagined, as Barry Anson
puts it, by a combination of Genesis and genetics, Among the figures
shown arve some which vesemble abnormalities familiar to us all hut
others bear no resemblance to fetal abnormalities as we know them.

In this work, in Book 25, Chapter XLVIII, appears an account of a
woman who had a protrusion from the introitus, seemingly a prolapse.
This was treated by an operation which appeared to be a vaginal
hysterectomy.  The woman died three months later, from a pleurisy as
Paré says, and he was able to obtain an autopsy whieh diselosed the
faet that no nterus was present.  Apparvently the operation must have
done away with it. He pietures pessaries, both hall-shaped and in the
form of rings. Remedies ave given for vaginal and cervieal conditions.
An illustration appears of a speculum which is mechanically ingenious
although less effective for the purpese for which sueh an instrument
is used than those of today,

The eruelty of the hot oil and heated ivon used for stopping hemor-
rhage repelled him, and we may assume that some of the obstetrie
procedures of his day must have heen equally offensive. In 1549 we
find his first reference to an obstetrie subjeet. Tt is contained in a book
published in that year and entitled ** Brief Anafomic Collection: with
the method of setting hones: and of extracting infants, dead as well as
alive, from the bodies of their mothers.”” This was printed in Paris at
the sign of The Fat Hen. As he had to leave soon after this was sub-
mitted for publication, the errors in the text were correeted with the
pen. In this work we find the first reference to podalie version. In
1573 he published a book entitled “*Dir Livees de Chirurgic avee le
Magasin des Instrumens necessaires a celle” (10 hooks of surgery with
the necessary instruments). Here we find pictured a foew of the hooks
and curved knives employed to terminate impossible labors. Forceps
were not fo appear for another century, and we may well imagine that
these implements and the proeedures earrvied out with them may have
impelled him to seek a betier way of terminating these cases.

While only a small part of his time was devoted to obstetries, and
this necessarily during that portion of his life which was not filled with
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outside the field of surgery, and while he was a faithful and skillful
follower of the teachings of his master, we find no evidence in his career
of the bold, restless, scientific pioneer, seeking new truths and cager
to try new methods. He took what he had been taught and used it
excellently but added nothing to it, except a work on the discases of
the eye. This, however, was not too highly considered by his contempo-
raries and by later authorities is not regarded as an outstanding piece
of work. In obstetries, he took the operation of version, which he had
seen carried out by Paré, and used it fo good purpoese. 11 is said that
he saved the daughter of Paré by version when she was bleeding
seriously.

Tacobiis Guillemeau
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Fig., 2. —Jacques Guillemenn,

In 1609 he published a book entitled L’Hewrcwr Accouchement des
Femmes and in 1621 another entitled De Ta Grossesse ef Accouchement
des Femmes, du govvernement d'icelles, el moyens de subvenir
accidens qui lewr arvivent (The Pregnancy and Delivery of Women,
Their Management, and the Means of Denling with Complications).
This last was his best work.

Guillemeau favored version but condemned cesavean section, with
which opinion we should probably agree, if we were to work under
exactly the conditions of his day. He states that ‘‘the worst things
which ean happen to a woman in labor are hemorrhage and convul-
sions. If either one oceurs, immediate delivery is needed.”” In speak-
ing of the loss of patients from obstetric accidents he says, ‘“We have
seen, to our greal regret, death oceur because of the stubbornness of
relatives and friends, or even by the fear of doctors and surgeons, who
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temporized in the hope that bleeding would cease.” This may awaken
memories in the minds of many of us who have met this sort of thing in
our professional careers,
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Fig, #.—The pregnancy and delivery of women,  Guillemeau, 1620,  (Courtesy of
Surgeon {eneral's Library.)

His life resembles that of Paré in that his professional experience
began in the Hotel Dieu where he served as a young man at the outset of
his career and in whieh he, for a time, did military duty. While the
inventive genius and initialive of his master were absent, he must still
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be accorded a place among the real builders of our specialty, for he
continued the work of Paré in adding version to the vesourees of the
aceoucheur, both by his work as a widely known praetitioner and as the
author of two authoritative hooks.

In the seventeeth century appeared a leader and teacher of the art
of obstetries, Mauriceau. Ile obtained a large early experience in the
Hétel Dien in Paris. Details coneerning his life ave diffienll to obtain
but he seems to have carried on a very large practice in Paris and to
have served extensivelv in the capaeity of what we should today ferm
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Fig. L—Mauriceau, {(Author's eollection.)
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an obstetrie consultant. His basic principle was that an exael knowledge
of the anatomy of the reproduetive traet and its funetion must under-
lie any ohstetrie teaching, With this statement none of us will disagree.
In his own published work, however, we may rvegret that he did not
make nse of anatomie investigations of his own rather than follow the
old disseetors. Fresh material of his own providing would have been a
great addition to his valuable work. In 1668 appeared his book, con-
taining the deseription of the reproduetive anatomy, obstetrie technique,
management of the puerperium and of the newhorn. This hook went
through a number of editions. the first heing in Latin, in whieh the
edition of 1681 was also printed. The edition of 1694 appeared

French and to this was added a large number of ecase veports. Some
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of these had been published before but by the time this edition appeared
the number had grown to 700. He exhibited a commendable broad-
mindedness in these reports for he ineluded a number of cases the out-
come of which had not been tavorable. These he characterized as things
to be avoided, those which were suceesstul being things to imitate.
He condemned eesarean seetion and made extensive use of version. He
illustrates in his book a number of knives and hooks which he used
when he was compelled to make use of a destruetive operation. Among
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Fig, 5,—PFirst Latin edition of Mauriceau, 1681, (Author's collection,)

his ease reports we find, in observation 26, the account of his meeting
with Chamberlen and of the latter’s vain attempt to deliver a rachitic
dwarf who was under Mauriceau’s observation. He concludes the report
with the observation that the English obstetrician had gone back to
London from Paris where there were more skillful aceoucheurs than he.
This unfortunate patient died of a ruptured uierus the next day and
autopsy showed numerous wounds of the uterine wall made by the
foreeps, which as Mauriceau explains, had 1o be introduced without the
guiding hand as the pelvis was so small. The experience caused him to
devise an instrument he called the *‘tire-téte” by means of which he
believed that such cases eould in future be managed. The modern
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operator, looking at the drawinegs of the instrument, may perhaps have
some doubt as to its efficiency. One may wonder what the effect upon
obstetrie progress would have been if the ease given to Chamberlen had
been a more favorable one and had sueceeded. If Mauricean had ac-
cepted the instrument, with his ecommanding poesition and his great
energy, it would have been made known to the medical world far sooner
than it was. We eannot commend Chamberlen for trying to sell the
foreeps, but this operative failure withheld the help it could give to
many women for years.

Chamberlen was sufficiently impressed by Mauriceau and his work
that he translated his book into Enelish. The English version was pub-
lished in London in 1716.

He was aequainted with placenta previa and reports a number of
cases. He did not recognize the exact state of affairs, however, for he
helieved that the placenta had become loosened from its normal seat
and had preeeded the ehild into the lower part of the uterus.

Although he was an acute observer and a skillful operator, we are
told that even Jove may nod, and so we find him denying the work of
de Graaf and refusing to Delieve the existence of the egg in the ovary.
He earried his skepticism so far as to deny tubal pregnaney although he
saw at least one which he deseribed and illustrated in Book T, Chapter 5.
He believed that the swelling in the tube was a hernia of the uterns.
T eannot take the time to o into all his explanations of the findings
in this ease but he goes into the matter in detail and indicates how he
believed the fetus eseaped through a tear in the side of the uterus.

His greatest serviee was in definitely establishing the technigque of
breech extraction, partieularly of the delivery of the afterecoming head.
His deseription of this operation in Chapter 13 of Book IT should be
read by every obstetrician as it is one of the important eontributions to
our art. His name alone should be attached to this operation without
the addition of those of others who merely ‘‘re-discovered’ what had
already long heen known,

As many great men, he also had a few foibles, which we may easily
forgive. He seems to have had a rather aetive appreciation of his own
worth, which, the eireumslances being what they were, is far less of a
fault than if he had been a medioerity.

In the frontispicee of the edition of 1681, we find, under a small
portrait of himself, the words, ** Me Sol, non Umbra, regit.”" His finger
points toward the sun, The implication scems to be that he thought
some of his eontemporarvies were less happy than he in their ehoice of a
sonree of inspiration. In his case reports, too, we oceasionally find an
expression of the same feeling when he remarks that he did this or
that to the great amazement of the midwives and surgeons present.
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spirit of observation which contrasts with the writings of many authors
who are content to take what has been written by others and to repeat it
as their own and thereby prolong error.

We find in the records of his work evidenee that he was an excellent
clinician, ITis judement as to the management of some of the com-
plications of labor would he agreed to by most of our modern teachers.
His adviee against attempts to hasten labor may well be listened to
today and his warning against interfervence without adequate cause
resembles some of those which have been uttered in the past few vears.
Iis attitude toward medical literature is shown by his statement that
““hooks would be of more value it they reported what has been seen
and done, these things being told with sineerity and good faith.””

Fig. G.—Paul Portal.

Portal differed from Maurieean in that he was pacifie and not given
to foreeful expression of differences of opinion. He commonly refers
to his contemporarvies as skillful surgeons and able physicians, and we
find no severe eriticisms of their work, Te did not enjoy a practice
made up largely of the wealthy or socially prominent; most of his
patients, as Maruitte tells us, being the wives of tailors, shoemakers,
grocers, and so on.  However, elinieal experience is as well, il not
hetter, gathered in the lower rvanks of society, and we know that the
““fashionable physician™ in many large eommunities today is often
not a eontributor to the seience of medieine.

He genuinely contributed to our specialty. He recognized, as Mau-
ricean and Paré had not, that the placenta may attach elsewhere than
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to the field of operative obstetries and one which remains with us still
and which will probably never be displaced.

The mechanieal ingenuity of the man may be demonstrated by the
drawings of his three-bladed instrument designed tor the extraction of
the head left in the uterus after attempts at breech delivery, an aceident
scemingly more common then than in good elinies today. Iis sheathed
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Fig, T.=The treatment of difficult labor, Levret, 1762,  {Author's collection.)

hook (erochet @ gaine), was another deviee of a meehanical mind. That
the two latter instruments have not survived is no eriticism of the out-
standing value of his addition to the forceps. This improved instrument
deereased the number of destruetive operations. Time does not permit
the discussion of all of his contributions to the art of operative obstetrices,
but Siebold’s statement that he must be regarded as the founder of a
rational teaching of operative obstetries seems just.

Mis book, entitled Observations sur les couses ef les Accidens de
plusicurs Accouchemens laboricur avec des remarques sur ce gui a
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eighteenth eentury seems to have possessed an acuter vision than some
which we have known sinee that time. The memory of this affair em-
hittered him until the end of his life. He died in 1810,

He gave mueh attention to the mechanism of labor and to deformities
of the pelvis and devised a ““Compas d’epaisseur’” which was simply
the beginning of the pelvimeter. While he made use of version exten-
sively. he by no means seorned the foreeps and devised one of his own
which was somewhat longer than that of Levrel. He was coneerned in
establishineg definite conditions under which the instrument should be
used,  The problem of too frequent interference seems to have been
present then as now.
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Fir, §.—Text Book for Midwlves by Baudelocrque,  {(Author's collection.)

He did a great work in the teaching of midwives. Most of these women
were sent by their departments, being chosen by the prefects, for in-
struetion so that they might return home and serve their own communi-
ties and hospitals. These sehools of midwifery were useful institutions
in the eighteenth eentury and the famous women who taught at that
time worked in them as head midwives. Madame La Chapelle and
Madame Boivin ave the chicf examples. Unfortunately, the time avail-
able will not permit my speaking of them at length.
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today are finishing the strueture which they, and their co-workers in
other lands, began. Most of the great prineiples have been established
but much remains to be done in the perfeetion of technique and the
furthering of knowledee along physiologie, biochemieal, and endo-
erinologic lines. TIn the progress which has heen made in the last half
century, the Fellows of this Society have borne a notable part. 1t is
certain that the contributions of the Fellows of the future will solve
some of the remaining problems. At a time in which the resources of
the Nation and the lives and careers of our young men are heing devoted
fo the strugele against the forces of destruetion, we are permitted,
hecause of the age of most of us, to continue the construetive work of
medical science. May we so conduet ourselves that not only we may
follow well the example set us by some of those who have worked in
centuries gone before hut that we may maintain our Society in that
high plaee in which our eminent predecessors have left it.

When not otherwise indieated, illustrations are by the courtesy of the Chureh
Library of Northwestern University Medical School,
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