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•Gosling, John R.: Ob/Gyn 1956-1986, Papers
•U of M Deans’ Files
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Warren Pearse 
(1950-56) 
Richard Stander 
(1951-57)
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EDWARD SWIFT DUNSTER, A.M., M.D.
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
By REUBEN PETERSON, A. B., M. D.,

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Chairman
1874 - 1888
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 Born in Maine, 1834. Classic Harvard education.
 M.D. 1859, New York. Influenced by E.R. Peaslee, 
renowned ovariotomist.
 Interned St Luke’s, NY, then private practice.
 1861-1866: Military surgeon. Skilled administrator. 
Rapid promotion. Surgeon West Point
 1866-1871: Editor New York Medical Journal. 
Inaugurated abstracts of current literature.
 1866-1872: Multiple appointments, mostly Children’s 
diseases, Bellevue Hospital, Long Island College 
Hospital, Infant Hospital NY. Exhaustion.
 1873: U of M Lecturer Obstetrics and Disease of 
Women and Children.
 1874: Replaced Sager as Chairman
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 Acquired reputation as brilliant lecturer. 
 Despite skill as writer, published only 15 papers.
 Died pneumonia 1888, age 54

 In 1935 his children endowed the Dunster 
Scholarship to support a needy and worthy 
medical student.
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 Bequeathed over $100,000 (> $2M today) to U of M to 
create The Bates Professorship of the Diseases of Women 
and Children.
 provided nevertheless, that said University or College 
will receive female students to pursue their studies 
thereat and give to them the same advantages as male 
students, in the Medical Department thereof…
 U of M first admitted women medical students in 1870
 Traditionally, the Professorship has been held by the
Chair of the Ob/Gyn Department.
 Controversy when Willson was allowed to keep the title 
for five years after he resigned as Chairman.
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George J. Andros (UM 1941-1945)
 Asst Prof UM ’49-’51
 Assoc Prof Chicago ’51-’70
 Prof/Assoc Chair, Jefferson Medical College
 Uterine physiology / regional anesthesia
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Groundbreaking March 1947

Joan Stryker
1945-1948
Henry Tieche
1946-1950
Charles Lewis
1946-1947
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Norman R. Kretzschmar M.D., M.Sc.

 Residency U of M 1927 –1931
 Assistant Prof UM 1931-1935
 Visiting Assist Prof, Chicago 1935-36
 Assoc. Prof, UM 1936-1943
 Private Practice with Miller
 “Gifted teacher…happy combination of 
personal, mental. And physical traits that 
endeared him everlastingly to us all.”

1903 - 1943
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 Although I had considered applying for an appointment in 
Urology, I finished my senior year by applying for and being 
accepted on the gynecology and obstetrics service under Dr. 
Reuben Peterson.1920
 It was when I was scheduled to perform my first 
hysterectomy that I had trouble…A midline vertical incision 
was made in the abdomen ---and much to my surprise, into 
the bladder…Dr. Sturmdorf was in the audience…
 We had scarcely [returned to Ann Arbor when the crash 
came and the banks folded. We lost our home, our only 
investment---the equity…Those were the dark days…1931
 …I received an invitation to demonstrate cesarean section 
under local anesthesia…Little did they realize that I had not 
previously used local in performing abdominal delivery…If I 
do say so, it took a bit of guts to enter the circular arena 
without having an opportunity to rehearse my part…
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 During my early years in practice…I devoted considerable 
effort to pediatrics…
 Especially rewarding was the opportunity to train interns 
and residents in our field. I believed they should aim high 
and consequently may have been too much of a 
disciplinarian.
 One of the greatest pleasures I have is to attend the annual 
meetings of the Norman F. Miller Gynecological Society to 
meet again with former residents and take pride in their 
successful careers… Over a baker’s dozen have become 
chairmen……If I were to list all these men and women and 
their accomplishments, it would be a miniature “Who’s Who” 
in obstetrics and gynecology.
 I had several of my colleagues suffer the ignominy and 
unhappy emotional turmoil of being informed they could no 
longer have operating room privileges, and I did not want 
that to happen to me.
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J. Robert Willson
Chair
1964 - 1978
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